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ADVEJ^i'ISEMENT. 

THE prefent Abridgment was fug- 
gefted by the Heads of fome of our prin- 
cipal Schools. It was thought, that 
the fubftance of the Roman Hiftory, 
thrown into eafy narrathe. would excite 
the curiofity of Youth much more 
agreeably than in the common mode 
of ^ejiion and Anfwer ; calculated to 
turn into tafik a fpecies of inftruftion 
meant cfertainly for entertainment. 
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PREFACE. 



^ THERE are fome fobjcas on whkh 
a writer muft decline all attempts to 
acquire fam^, fatisfied with being ob- 
fcurely ulefol. After fuch a number of 
Roman Hiftories, in all languages, an- 
cient and modern, it would be but im- 
pofture to pretend new difcoveries, or 
to expert tQ offer any thing in a work 
of this kind, which has not been often 
anticipated by others. The fa6ls which 
it relies h.ve been an hundred limes 
reporttsj^ and every occurrence has been 
. fo >^utoi|fly conlidered, that learning can 
fearcely find a new anccdDte, or genius 
give novelty to .the old. . 

A3, '^I HOPE 
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ii ' '' 'p RE F A C E. 

'^ I HOPE, therefore, for the reader's 
indulgence, if in the following attempt ^ 
it fhall appear, that my only aim was 
to fupply a concife, plain, and unafFe6t- 
ed narrative of the rife and decline of a - 
well known empire 5 I was contented to 
make fuch a book, as could not fail oC 
being ferviceable, though, of all others, 
the mofl unlikely to promote the repu- 
tation of the writer. Inftead, therefore, 
of preffing forward among the ambiti- 
ous, I only claim the merit of knowing 
my own ttrength, and falling back a- 
mongthe hindmoft ranks,, and with con- 
•fcious inferiority^ ^ 

** I AM not ignorant, however, . that 
it would be no fuch difficult tafk to pur- 
fue the fame arts by which many dull 
men, every day, acquire a reputation in 
hiftory; fuch might cafily be attained, 
by fixing on fome obfoure period to 
write upon, where much feeming eru- 
dition might be difplayed, almoS- un- 
known, becaufe not worth i^rnqpiber- 
ing; and many, maxims in.politics might 

be 
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PRE FACE. iif 

1^ advanced entirely new, becaufe al- 
together falfe. Bat I have purfued a 
contrary method, chufing the moil not- 
€d periods in hiflrory, and offering no 
remarks but fuch as I thought ftriftly 
true. - 

** The^ Tcafons of my choice wer^r 
that we had no hiftory of this iplendid 
period in our language, but what was 
either too voluminous for common ufe, 
or too meanly written to pleafe, Catrou 
and Rouille's Hiftory, in fix volumes 
folio, tranflated into our language by 
Bundy, is entirely unfuited to the time 
and expence mankind ufually chufe to 
beftow upon this fubjt<5l: RoUin, and 
his continuator, Crevier, making above 
thirty volumes o6lavo, feem to labour 
under the fame imputation > as like- 
wife Hook€, who has fpent upon the 
republic alone fix o6lavos *. There only, 
therefore, remained the Hiftory by Ec- 
hard, in five volumes octavo, whofe plan 

and 



•'.The feventh and eighth volumes- of Hooke's Rpman 
Hiftory have lately beea publilhed, which complete hi* 
worJc9. 
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iv PREFACE. 

and minefeemcdto caincidc;: and had his 
execution been equal to his defigri, it had 
precluded the prefent undertaking. But 
the truth is, it is fo poorly written, the 
fa^s fo crowded^ the narratiqn fo fpi- 
ritlefs, and the charafters fo indiftinftiy 
marked, that the moft ardent curiofity 
muftcoolin the perufal:. and the no- 
bleft tranfadlions that ever warmed the 
human'heart, as defcribed by him, moft 
ceafe to intereft. 

' " I HAVE endeavoured, therefore, in 
the prefent work (or rather compila- 
tion) to obviate .the inconveniencies a- 
riling fromi the exuberance of the for- 
mer, as well as from the unpleafantnefs 
of the latter. Too much 4ime may be 
given even to laudable purfuits, and 
there is none more, apt than this, to al- 
lure th9 ftudent from more neceffary 
branches of learning, and, if I may fo 
exprefs it, entirely to engrofs 'his .in- 
duftry. What is here offered, there- 
fore, may be fufficient for all but fuch 
as make hiftory the peculiar bufinefs of 
their lives ; to fuch, the moft tedious 
narrative will feem bttt an abridgment, 

^ Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. V 

as they meafurc the mcrits^ of a work, ra^ 
ther by the quantity tlian the quality of 
its contents. Others, however, who tnink 
more foberly, will agree, that in fo ex- 
tenfive a field as that of thetranfa6lion& 
of Rome, more judgment may be fhewn; 
befeletSling what is important; than by 
adding what is obfeure. The hiftory of 
this empire has been extended to fix 
volumes in folio j and, I aver, that, with 
Very little learning, it might be encreafed 
to (ixteen more ; but what would this 
be, but to load the fubje6l with unim- 
portant, fafts, and fo to weaken the nar- 
ration, that, like the empire it defcribed, 
it mull neceflarily fink under the weight 
of its own acquifitions ! 

** But while r thus have emkavoured 
to avoid prolixity, it was found no eafy 
matter to prevent crowding the fa6ls, and 
to give e/ery narrative its- proper play. 
In reality, no art can contrive to avoid 
oppofite defeats; he who indulges iri 
minute particularities, will be often lan- 
guid 5 and he who ftudies concifeneft 
will as frequently be dry and unenter- 
taining. As it was my aim to comprize 

as 
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vi PREFACE. 

as much as pofliblein the fmalleft com- 
pafs, it is feared the work will often 
be fubje6t to the latter imputation ; but 
it was impoflible to fumifli the public 
with a cheap Roman hiftory, and at thfe 
fame time to give all that warmth to the 
narrative, all thofe colourings tothede- 
fc ription, wWch works of twenty times- 
the bulk have room to exhibit, I Ihall^ 
be fully fatbfied, therefore, if it furnifties 
an Intcrefl fufficient to allure the readeir 
to the end ; and this is a claim to which 
few abridgments can juftly make pre- 
tenfions, 

" To thefe objedions, there arc fomc 
who may add, that I have rejefted many 
of the moderm improvements in Roman 
hiilory, and that every charadler is left 
in full poitefSon of that fame or infamy 
which it obtained from its cotempora- 
ries, or thofe who wrote immediately 
after. I acknowledge the charge, for it 
appears now too late to rejudge the vir- 
tues or, the vices of thofe men, who were 
but very incompletely known even to 
their owli hiftoriaas. The Romans, per- 
haps. 
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baps^ upon mafty occafions formed 
wrong iacas of virtue j but they were 
by no means fo ignorant or abandoned in 
general, as not to give their brighteft 
charadlers the greateft. (hare of their ap- 
plaufe 5 and I do not know whether it 
be fair, to try pagan aftions by the 
ftandardof Chriftian morality. 

' ** But, whatever may l>e my execution 
of this work, I have very little doubts 
about the fuccefs of the undertaking; the 
fulgeAisthe nobleft that ever employed 
human attention 5 and inftead of requir- 
ing a writer's aid, will even fupport him 
with its fplendor. The empire of the 
world rifmg from the meaneft origin, 
and growing great by a ftridt veneration 
for religion, and an implicit confidence 
in its commanders ; continually chang- 
ing the mode, but feldom the fpirit of 
its government j being a conftitution^ in 
which the militarjr power, whether un- 
der the name of citizens or foldiers, aU 
moft always prevailed ; adopting all the 
improvements of other nations with the 
moft indefatigable indullry, and fubmit- 

ting 
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ting to be taught by thofe whom it af- 
terwards fubdued : this is a pifturc that 
muftafFeft us, however we are dilpofed; 
thcfe materials muft have their value, 
under the, hand of the meaneft work- 
man." 



TH E 
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THE 

HIS T O R Y 

. / OF T H E 

Commonwealth of Rome. 



C H A P T E R 1. 

J 1^ Of » ihd original of the Roiti^ns. 

/ ^ HE Romans' were piUrticularlydefirous of be* 

ing thought (kfctQded ironci the gods^ as if to hide 

iHc sneanntft of ibetr real anceftry. iEneas, the fon 

of Vetiu!* and Anririfes^iiaving ifcaped frorti tlie de- 

flrudion of Ttoyi after many, adventures and dan- 

[a. M. 2294], where ^^ ^a» 

itrnus, king of the Latins^ who 

r Lavinia in marriage* Tur* 

ili, was the firft who oppofed 

g made pretenfions to Lavinia 

id, in which the Trojan hero 

fiirnus flain. In confequence 

B of 
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^ THE HISTORY OF TlTE "" 

iOf this, ^neas built a city, which was called Lavi- 
^niurn, in honour of his wife ;. and. Totde time "aftSt, 
engaging in another war againft-Mexentius, one of 
thepctiy kings of thfe country^, he was vanquiQied in 
turn, and died in battle, after a reign of four years. 

Wnmitor, the fifteenth king in a direft line from 
^neas, who took pofleflion of the kingdom in con- 
fequence of his father's wil^ had a brother, miraed 
Amulius, to: whomihe leftrthe tl'i^furev which had 
been brought from Troy. As riches but too gene- 
rally prevail agaipft right, Amulius made ufc of his 
wealth to fupplanit his brother, and foon found means 
to poflefs himfelf of the kingdom. Not content 
with the cr'unc.of ufurpatipn, he added that of mur- 
rfer alft. Numitof's fons fird fifi .a facrificetX) his 
fufpicions ; and to remove all apprehenfions of being 
one day difturbed in his ill-got power, > he caufed 
vRhea Silvia, his brother's only daughter,- to become 
a vcftaWirgin; ¥fbieh office-obliging -her to-gerpet^ial 
celibacy, made him lefs uneafy as to the claims of 
pofterity. 

:Hi8 precautions, howev^, we^e ^11 fruftrated in 
the event ; for Rhea Silvia goings to fetch water 
from a neighbouring grove, was met and ravifhed 
by a man, whom, perhaps to-^aHiate her offence^ t, ' 
ihe averred to be Mars, the god of war. Froni l^ii^ *^ 
congrcfSy ihe 'wastlrougiit'to bed'ofrwo boys, Miho 
ivere no fooneivJborn^ than devoted,r'by the nfurper, 
to deftrufitron. The mother ^wa8>t4>ndeinned to be 
buried altve, the ufeal puniftmeht^ foir veftais who 
had violated their chaftity,. ^nd the twins* w^reior- 
dered to be flung into the: river :Tybcr; It hap. 
pened, at the' time this. rigt>roos fentenee was put 
into execution, that the river had nK>re than lifually 
overflowed its; banks', fo that the. place where, the 
children werejthrown bein^ ^ W diflance from the 
main ciirroar, thaiwat«M 'was 'to<pfhallow ta<lrowii 
ihem.* In tlr-^s^rituaiij^n/thefefore, they 06minued 
^ without 
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COMfiiONWEALTH OF ROME. 3 

without harnr; and, that no part of their preferva- 
tion might want its wonders, we arc told, that 
they were for fon>e tinie fuckled by a wolf, until 
Pauftulus, the king's herdfman, finding them thuj 
expofed, brought them up as his own, 

Romulus and Remus, the twins thus ftrangcly 
preferved, feemed early to difcover abilities and de- 
fires above the meannefs of their fuppofed original; 
The fhepherd't life began to difpleafe them ; and, 
from tending flocks, or -hunting wild beads, thev 
fooD turned their ftrength againft the robbers roun^ 
the country, whom they often ftript of their plun- 
der to _fliare It among their fellow ftepherds. In one 
;Ofthereexcurfions, Remus was taken prifoner by 
Numitor 6 herdfman, who brought him before the 
kmg,and accufed him of being a plunderer. Romu- 
Itjs, however, being4r.formed byFauftulus of his real 
birth, was not remifs in alFembling a number of hij 
fetlow fliepherds, who befet the ufurper on all fides, 
who, during^ his amazement and diftfaaion, was 
taken and flam ; while Numitor, who had been de- 
pofed forty-twa years, recognized his grandfons, 
and was once more reftored to the throne. 

Nutnitor being thus in quiet pofTefllon of the king- 
dom, his grandfons refofved to build a city upon 
thofe bills wher« they had formerly lived a/ fl,ep- 
herds. Many of the neighbouring fliepherds alfo 
and fiich a« were fond of change, repaired to the in- 
tended city and prepared to raife it. In order to 
proceed m this undertaking with ail pofliWe folemn;- 
• ly, the two hrothers were advifed by the king, lo 
take an omen from the flight of birds, and that he 
r.r5A°T"2*°"J'* H™"^ favourable, fiiould in all 
refpeas direa the other. In compliance with this 

K .)""n V ^*^ *°°^ '^*''' '^«''«"« "PO" difierent 

hills. PoRemus appeared fix vultures; to Rom u- 

Jus, twice that number: fo that each paity thought 

1^.2 it felt 
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4 T'HE HISTORTf'OF THE 

itfelf viSorious ; the one having the firft onien, the 
• other the moft complete. This produced a conteft, 
which ended in a battle, wherein Remus was flain ; 
and it is even faid, that he was killed by his brother ; 
who, being provoked at his leaping cdntemptuoufly 
over the city wall, (truck him dead upon the fpot. 
Romulus, being now fole commander, and eigh- 
teen years of age, began the foundation d* a city 
that was one day to give laws to the world, ft ,was 
called Rome, after the name of the founder, and 
built upon the Palatine hill, on which he haj| tj^cen 
his fuccefsful omen [a. m. 3252. ante c. 752.] The 
city was at firft almoft fqaare, containing about a 
trwufand feoufes. It was near a mile in corapafs, and 
commanded a fmall territory round it, of about eight 
miles over. However^ fmall as it appears, it was, 
notwithftanding, worfe inhabited ; and the firft me- 
thod made nfe of to increafe its numbers, was the 
opening a fanftuary for all malefaSors, ilaves, and 
fudi as were defirous of novelty ; and thefe came 
in great multitudes, and contributed to encreafe the 
Tvumber of oor legiflatoj's new fnbje£ts. 

CHAP. II. 

Trom the building of Rome to the death of 
Romulus. 

I^CARCE was the city raifed above its founda- 
tion, when its rude inhabitants began to t^ink of 
tlving fome form to their cbnftitution. Romulus, 
by an aS of great generofity, left them at liberty to 
chufe whom they would. for t^heir king ; andthey,in 
gratitude, concurred to eleft their founder ; he was 
rxcordingly acknowledged as chief of their religion, 
Ibvereign magiftrate of Rome, and general of the 
army. Befids a guard to attend his perfon, it was 

agreed 
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COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 

agreed that he fhould be preceded wherever he went 
by twelve men, armed with axes tied up in a bun- 
dle of rods, who were to fcrve as executioners of 
the law, and to imprefs his new fubjeSs with an idea 
of his authority. 

The fenate, which was to tA as counfellors to the 
king, was compofed of an hundred of the principal 
cif tT^ns of Rome, confiding of men whofe age, wif- 
dom or valour, gave them a natural authority over 
'their fellow- fubjefts, and. the king named the firft 
fenator, and appointed him to the government of 
the city, whenever war required his own abfence, 
V The plebeians, who compofed the third part of 
the legiflature, affumed to themfelves the power 
of authorizing thofe laws which were pafled by the 
kiflg or the fenate. All things relative to peace or 
war, to the eleSion of magiftrates, and even to the. 
chufing a king, wcr« confirmed by fufFragesin theit: 
afleraWies. 

The firft care of the new created kingi wat to at** 
tend to the interefls of religion, bqt the precife form 
of their worftiip is unknown. The greatcft? part of 
the religaDQof that age confined in a. firm reliance 
upon the credit of their foothfa^yer s, , who pretended, 
from obfervations on the flight of birds and the en- 
trails of beafis, to direft the prefent, and to dive in- 
to futurity. Romulus by ao cxpfcfs law,- commanded 
that no eleSicn (houid be made, no cRterprize un- 
dertaken, wiiho^iit firft con fulting them. 

Wives were forbid, upon any pretext whatfoever, 
t^ fcparate from their huibands; while, on the con- 
trary, thehuiband was empowered to repudiate the 
wife, and even in fome cafts to put her to deatlf.. 
His laws between children and their parents were 
yet ftill more feyere ; the father had entire power 
over his offspring, both of fortune and life ; he could 
fell therti or imprifon ihcm at any time of their lives, 
or in any ftations to which they were arrived. 

B 3 After 
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6 ^ THE HISTORY OF THlfi 

After his endeavours by lavws to regulate his fub*- 
jefts, he next gave orders taafcertain theirnumfeers- 
The whole amounted but to three thoufand foot, 
afld about as many hundred horfemen, capable of 
bearing arms. Thefe, therefore, vyere divided equally 
into three tribes^ and to each he affigned a different 
part of the city. Each of thefe tribes were fubdi*- 
vided into ten curiae, or companies, confifting of an 
hlmdred men each, with a centurion to command it; 
a pricft, called curio, to perform the facritices'; and 
two of the principal inhabitants, called^ duitoviri^, 
to diftribute juftice. 

By thefe wife regulation^ each day added ftrength 
to the new city ; .multituides flocked in from all the 
adjacent towns, and it only feemed to want women 
to afcertain its duration. Iki this exigence, Romulus, 
by the advice of the fenate, fent deputies among the 
Sabines his neighbours, entreating their alliance, afid 
upon thefe terms offering to cement themoftflria 
confederacy with them. The Sabines, who were 
then eonftdered as the mod warlike people of Italy^ 
rejeOxd the propofal with difdain j Roraulus therc- 
, fore proclaimed a feaft in honour of«egtune, 
'■ throughout all the neigj^bouri^g villager, and made 
the moft magnificent preparations for it. Thefe 
feafts were generally preceded by facrifices, and end^ 
€d in fhcws of wreftlers, gladiators, andchariot-cour- 
fes. The Sabines, as he had expelled, >vere among 
the fcremoll who came to be fpeftators,bringing their 
wives and daughters with them to fhare the plea* 
fure of the fight. In the mean time the games began, 
and, while the ftrangers were moft intent upon the 
fpefltacle, a number of the Roman youth ruihed in 
among ihem with drawn fwords, fcixed the young- 
eft and moft beautiful wohien, and carried them off 
by violence. In vain the parents protefted againft 
. ^his breach of hofpitality ; in vain the virgins them- 
ftlves at firft oppofed the attempts of their ravifhers'; 

per- 
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COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 1 

perfevefance and carefles obtained thofe favours 
ivb'ich timidity at firft denied; fo that the betrayers, 
from being objcSs of averfion, fqon became the 
partners of their deareft affej8:ions. 

A bloody war enfued. The cities of Cen'ina, An- 
iemna and Cruftuniipm were the fii-ft.that refolved 
fo revenge the common caufc, which the Sabines 
feemed too dilatory in purfuirg. But all thcfe, by 
making feparate inroads, beci^ine a more eafy con- 
q'ueft to Romufus, who Vnade the moft merciful ufe 
of his viQory ; inftead of d©ftroying their towns, of 
leflenifTg their* numbers, he onjy placed colon ie3 of 
Ronrmns in them, to ferte as a frontier to repref$ 
more diftant invitfions. 

Xatius, king of Cures, a, Sabine city, was the laft, 
although the moft' formidable, who undertook to^ re- 
venge the difgrace his country had fuffercd. He en- 
tered the Roman territories at the head of twentjr- 
five thoufapd men, and, not content with a Superi- 
ority of forces, he added ftratagem alfo. Tarpeia, 
who was daiighter to the commander of the Capi- 
toline hill, happened to fall into his hands, as flic 
went wiihout the walls of the city to fetch water. 
Upon her he prevailed, by means of large promifes, 
to betray one of il^e gates to his army. The reward 
fhe engaged for, was what the foldiers wore on 
their arms,. by which flie meant their bracelets. 
They, however, either miftaking her meaning, or 
willing to pun ifti her perfidy, threw their bucklers 
upon her as they Entered, andcruihed her to death. 
The Sabines being thus poffefled of the Capitol ine, 
after fome time, a general engagement enfued, which 
was renewed for fcveral days, with almoft equal fuc- 
ccfs, and neither could think of fubmitting : it was 
in the valley between the Capito{ine and Quirinal 
hills, that the laft engagement was fought between 
the Romans and the Sabines. The engagement was 
now become general, and the (laughter prodigious, 
B 4 when 
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8 THE HISTORY OF THE 

when the attention of both fides was fuddenly turn^ 
cd from the fcene of horror before them to another ; 
till at length the Sabine women^ who bad been car- 
ried off by the Romms, witk their hair loofe and 
their ornaments neglefted, flew in between the com- 
batants^ regarcjlefs of their own danger, and with 
loud outcries implored their hufbands and their chil- 
dren to defift. Upon this, the combatants, as if by 
mutual impulfe, let fall their weapons, an accommo- 
dation enfued, by which it was agreed, that Romu- 
lus and Tatius Ihould reign jointly in Rom^ with 
equal power and prerogative, that an hundred Sa- 
bines fhould be admitted into the fenate, that the 
city fhould ftill retain its former name, but that the 
citizens fliould be called QiJirites, after Cures, the 
principal town of the Sabines, and that both nations 
being thus united, fuch of the Sabines as chofe it, , 
ihould be admitted to live in and enjoy all the pri* 
vileges of citiz-ens in Rorqe. Tatius, was killed about 
€ve years after by th^ Lavinians, for having pro- 
teSed fome fervants of his, who had plupdered thcnx 
and (lain their ambafTadpr? •, fo that by this accident 
Romulus once more faw himfejf fple monarch ©f 
Rome. 

Succefles like thefe produced an equal /hare of 
pride in the conqueror. Frona being contented with 
ihofc limits which Jtiad been wifely affigned to his 
power, he began to affeS'^bfolute fway, and (o go- 
vern thofe laws, to which he had himfelf formerly 
profeffed irnplicit obedience. The fena^te was parti- 
cularly difpleafed at his conduct, as they fonnd them^ 
felves only ufed as inftruments to ratify the rigour 
of his 'commands. We are not told the precife 
manner which they employed to get rid of the ty* 
rant ; fome fay that he was torn in pieces in the fe- 
nate-houfe ; others, that he difappeared while re- 
viewing his army ; certain it is, that from the fe- 
crecy of the faQ, and the concealment of the body^ 

they 
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they took*occafion to perfuade the moltitude that 
he was taken up into heaven : thus him whom they 
couM not bear as a king, they were contented to 
worihip as a god. Romulus reigned thirty-feven. 
years, and after his death bad a temple buflt to him. 1 
under the name of Quirinus. 

CHAP. m.. 

From the death of Ronidds to the death of Niimai 
PompiKiiS, th6 fecond king of Rome. . 

PON the d^th of Romultf^ ,tte crty femcd 
greatly divided in ihic choice of ^ facceflbr. The Sa- 
bines were for having a kii^.efaoien from their body^ 
but ihe Romans cootd not bei^r the thotights of ad«- 
vancing a ftfanger to th^ throne. In this perplex*- 
ity the fenators undertoofc^to fupply the pkce of th^ 
king, by taking -the government, each ofthera in 
turn, for five d«ys^ $^d dui*inff that rime enjoying all . 
the honoiirfl and all the privileges of royalty. This 
new.form of goverflment contifltfed for a year, but 
tbct ptebeiaDs, who faw that this method of trans-^ 
ferring power was only multiplying their mafter*, . 
iniified upon altering that mode of government* 
The fcnate beifig thus driven to an ele£tfon, at 
length pitched upon Noma Pompilius, a Sabine, „ 
and their choice was received with umverfal ap^o-» 
bation by the people. 

Niima Pompilius, Avho was now afcout forty, had 
long^een eminent for hi^ pi^^y, his juftic^, mode- 
ration, and exemplary \ih He was (kilted in all thef 
learning and philofophy of . the Sabines, and lived, 
"at heme at Cures, contented with a private fortune, 
unambitious of higher honours. It was not, there- 
fore, without reluQance, that he accepted the dig- 
nity, which when, he did, it produced fuch joy, . 
B.5. that 
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that the people feemed not fo much to receive a 
king as a kingdom. 

No monarch could he more proper for them than 
Numa, at a conjundure wh^ the government was 
compofed of various petty ftates lately, fubdued, and 
but ill united among eaoh other: they wanted a mas- 
ter who could by his laws and precepts foften their 
fierce difpof^tions,, and by his example induce them 
to a love of religion, and every milder virtue. 

Numa's whole time therefore was fpent in infpir«- 
Ihg his fubjeSs with a love of piety^ and. a venera- 
tion for the gods. He built many new temples, in- 
ftituted facred offices and'feafts; and the fan£):ity of 
Ks life gave him credit enough to perfuade his peo- 
ple, that he had a particular correfponde^ce with 
the goddefs Egeria. By her advice he built the tem-> 
pie of Janus, which was to be (hut in time of peace, 
and open in war ; he ordained veftal virgins, wjio, 
being four in number, had very great privileges al* 
lowed them. - 

For the encouragement- of agritutture, he divid* 
cd thofe lands which Romulus had gained in war,^ 
among the poorer part of the people ; he regulated 
the kalender, and aboliflied the diftinftlon between 
Romans and Sabines, by dividing the people ac^ 
cording to their feveral tribcS| and compelling them 
to live together. Thus having arrived at the age of 
fourfcore years, and having rcigued forty-three in 
pofound peace, he died,, ordering his body to be 
iMiried in a ftone coffin, contrary to the cuftom of 
the times, and his boolis of ceremonies, which con- 
ftfted of twelve in Latin, and as many in Greek, ta 
he buf ied by his fide in another. . 
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C H A P. IV. 

/Fiom the death of Nunja to the death of Tullus 
1 ^ Hoftilius, the third king of Rome. 

JAt [U.C.8a.] 

* \^ PON ihc death of Numa, the government 
©nee more deyofved upon the fenate, and continued 
till the people eleQcd Tullus Hoftilius for their iing, 
. which choice had alfo the concurrence of the other 
part of the conftitution. This monarch, who was 
grand fon to a noble Rbman, who had formerly fig- 
nalized himfelf againft the Sabines, was every way 
uniilce his prcdeceffor, being entirely devoted to war,** 
^nd more fond of enterprixe, than even the founder 
of the empire himfelf had been; fo that he only 
fought a pretext for leading his forces into the field. 
'^ The Albans were the firft people who gave him 
an opportunity of indulging.his favourite inclinations, 
The forces of thefe two ftates met about five miles 
from Rome, prepared to decide the fate of their re- 
fpe^ive kingdoms J for almoft every battle in thefe 
times was decifive. The two armies were for fomc 
time drawn out in array, awaiting the fignal to be- 
gin, both chiding the length of that dreadful fufpenfe, 
when an unexpe£^ed propofal from the Alban genc- 
rai4)ut a (lop to theonfet. Stepping in between both^ 
armies,, he offered the Romans a choice of deciding 
the difpute by fingle combat ; adding, that the fide 
whofe champion was overcome, (hould fubmit to the 
conqueror. A propofal like this fuited the impetuous 
temper of the Roman king, and was embraced with 
joy by bis fubjcfts, each of which hoped, that he 
himfelf ihould be chofen to fight the caufe of his 
Ciountry. There were at that time three fwia bro- 
thers in each army, thofe of the Romans were called 
Uoratti, and thofe of the Albans Curiatii, ail fix re- 
markable for their courage, ftrenglh,-and aftivity, 

and 
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and to thefe it was Fefolvcd to commit the manage^ 
inent of the gombat. At length the champions met 
in combat together, and each totally regardlefs of 
his own fafety, only fought the deftruftion of his op- 
ponent. The fpeQators, in horrid filence, trembly 
at every blow, and wifhed to fliare the danger, till 
fortune feemed to decide the glory of the field. Vic- 
tory, that had hitherto been doufitfut, appeared to 
declare againft the R^omans; they beheld two of 
their champions lying dead upon the plain, and the 
-three Curiatii, who were wounded, (lowly endea- 
vouring to purfuc the fu^vivor, who feinted by flight 
to beg for m^ercy. Soon however they perceived, 
that his flig^it was only pretended, in order to fepa- 
rate his antagonrftf, whom he was unabi? tooppofe 
united; for quickly after, flopping his courfe, and 
turning upon him who followed moft clofely behind 
he laid him dead at his feet ; the fecond brother, who 
came on to aflift him who was fallen, only fliared 
the fame fate ; and now there remained but the laft 
Curiatius to conqcer, who, fatigued and quite dif- 
abled with his wounds, flowly came up to offer an 
eafy viSory. He was killed, almoft unrefifting, 
while the conqueror offered him as avifiimtothe 
fuperiority of -the Romans^ whonvnowthe Alban 
army con fented to obey. 

But none of the virtues that age were without 
alloy : the very hand that in the morning was exert- 
ed to fave his country, was before night embrued in 
the blood of a filler. For returning triumphant from 
the field, it raifed his indignation to behold her 
bathed in tears, and lamenting the lofs of her Ipver, 
one of the Curiatii, to whom (he was betrothed. 
This provoked him beyond the power of fuffcrance, 
fo that he flew her in a rage. This aSion ercatly 
difpleafed the fenate, and drew on the conclemna^ 
i'ipn of the magiftrates, but he was pardoned by 
making his appeal to the people, 

Hoftilius 
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Hoftilius died after a reign of thirty two year 
forae fay by lightning, others, with more probal 
lity, by trcafon. 

9 H A P. V. 

From the death of Tullus Hoftilius, to the death 
Ancus Martins, the fourth king of Rome*. 

A [U. C.MS.] 

FTE R an interregnum, as in the former ca 
Ancus Martius, the grandfon of Numa, was defl 
king by the people, and the choice afterwards \* 
confirmed by the fenate. As this monarch was a 
neal defcendant from Numa, fo he fecmedvto ma 
him the great ohjeGt of hfe imitation. He inftitut 
the facred ceremonies which were to precede a t 
claration of war ; he took every occaiion to adv 
his fubjeSs to return to the arts of agriculture, a 
to lay aiide the lefs ufeful ftratagems of war. 

Thefe inftitutions- and precepts were confider 
by the neighbouring powers mtlwr as marks of co 
ardice than wiCtoro. The Latins therefore beg 
to make incurfions upon bis territories, but th 
fuccefs was equal to their jnftice : Ancus conquer 
the Latins, deftroyed their cities, removed their in! 
bitants to Rome, and encreafed his territories by t 
addition of part of theirs. He qqelied alfo an infi 
redion of the Veii, the Fidenates, and the VoH 
and over tbe Sabines he obtained a fecond triumj 

But his viftories over the enemy were by 
means comparable to hi^ works, at home^ in raifi 
temples, fortifying the^ city, making a prifon 
malefadors, ard building a fea port at the mouth 
the Tyber, called Oftia^ by which he fecured to 
fubje^the trade of that river, and that of the fa 
pits adjacent. Thus, having enriched his fubjed 
and beautifitd the city, he died, after a reign 
twenty-four years. 

. C H A 
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CHAP, VI. 

From the de^th of Ancus Martius to the death of 
Tarquinius Prifcus, tiie fifth king of Rome. 
[U.C.138.] 

UCIUS. Tarquinkrs Prifcus, whofe originafr 

name was Lucumofi, and who was appointed guar- 
dian to the fons of the late king, took the furnapae 
of Tarquinius, from the city of Tanquinia^ from 
whence he laft came. His father was a merchant 
of 60; i nth, who had acquired confiderable wealth 
by trade, and had fettled in Italy upon account of 
fome. troubles af home. His fon Lucumon, who 
inherited his fortune, married a woman of family 
in the city of Tarquinia ; and, as his birth,, pco- 
feffion and country were contemptible -to the nobler 
of the place, by his wife's perfuafions, he came to 
fettle at Rome, where merit only made diftinSion. 
On his way thither,, fay the hiftorians, as he ap- 
proached the city ffate, ^n eaglcj ftooping from' 
above, took off his hat, and flying round his cha- 
riot for fome time, with much ooife, put it on^ 
again^ This, his wife Tanaquil, who it feems wa* 
Skilled in'augury,^ interpreted as a prefag«, that he^ 
ihouldoneday wear the crown, and perhaps it was 
this which firfl fired his ambition to purfue it. 

Ancus being deJd, and the kingdom, as ufual, 
devolving upon the fenate, Tarquin ufed all his 
power and arts to fet afide the children of the late 
king> and to get himfelf eleQed in their ilead. For. 
this purpofe, upon the day appointed for elefiion,. 
he contrived to have them fcnt out of the city • 
and In, a fet fpeech to the people, in which he urg.^ 
ed his frietidfhip for them, the fortune he had fpent 
among them, and his knowledge of their govern- 
ment, he offered himfelf for their king. As there, 
was nothing in this Harangtie that could becont^ft,-^ 

ecfc- 
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ed, it had the defired effeS, and the people, with 
one confent, cleSed him as their fovereign. 

A kingdom, thus got by intrigue, was notwith- 
(landing, governed with equity. In the beginning 
of his reign', in order to recompenfe his friends,- ht 
added an hundred members more to thie fenate^ 
which made, them, in all, three hundred. 

But his peaceful endeavours were foon interrupt* 
cd by the inroads of his reft4efs neighbours, parti- 
cularly the Larins, over whom he triumphed, and 
whom he forced to beg a peace. He? ^then turned 
his arms againftthe Sabines, who hack rifen once 
more, and had paiTed over the river Tyber; but 
Tarquin, attacking them with yigdtif,. routed thdp 
army ; fo that many who efcaped the fword, were 
drowned in attempting to crofs over, while their 
bodies ^nd armour floating down to Rome, brought 
news of the viftory, even before the melfengcr» 
could arrive that were fent with the tidings. Thcfe 
conquefts were followed by feveral advai^tages over 
the Latins,, from whom he took many towns, tho* 
without gaining* any deciftve viSory. 

Tarqiiin havings thus forced his enemies into 
fubmiffion, was refolved not to let his fubjefiks cor- 
rupt in indolence, but undertook and perfcfled fe- 
veral public works for the convenience and embel- 
Uihmentof the city. 

In his time alio the augurs ca^e into a great in* 
creafe of reputation, and he found it his intereft to 
promote the fuperftition of th^ people, as this was- 
in faft but to increafe their obedience. Tanaquil^ 
his wife, was a great pretender to. this art ; Jbrat 
Accius Napvius was the mod celebrated adept of 
tbe^kind, that was ever known in Rome.. Upon a 
* certain occafion, Tarquin being refolved to try the 
augur's (kill, alked him, whether, what he was 
then pondering in his mind could be efFe&ed. Nfe- 
wusi havir% examined his auguries, ..boldly affirm- 
ed: 
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cd that it might : ^* Why then," cnes the king", 
with an infulting fmile, <* I had thdiights of cutting 
"this whetftone with a razor." ** Cut boldly,'* 
replied the augur ; and the king Cut it through ac- 
oordingly. Thenceforward nothing was under- 
taken in Rome, without confulting the augurs, and 
obtaining their advice and approbation. 

Tarquin was not content with a kingdom with- 
out alfo the enfigns of royahy ; in imitation of the 
Lydian kings, he aflumed acrown ofgoid, an ivory- 
throne, a Iceptre with an eagle on the top, and 
robes of purple. Itwas^ perhaps, the fplendor of 
thfefe royalties, that firft raifed the envy of the late 
king's fiww, whet had now for above thiity-fevien 
years (juietly fubmitted to his government; His 
defign alfo of adopting Servius Tullius, his fon*in- 
law, for his lucceflbr, might have contributed to 
inflanie their refentment. Whatever was the caufe 
of their tardy vengeance, they refolvcd to deftroy 
him; and at laft found means to effeft their purr 
pofe, hj hiring two ruffians, who, demanding to 
fpeak with the king, pretending that they came for 
}u(Hce, ftruck him dead in his palace with the btow 
of an axe. The liSors, however, who waited upon 
the perfon of the king, feized the murderers, who 
were attemptin^to efcape ; they were put to^eath; 
but the fons of Ancus, who were the infligators, 
found fafety by flight. 

Thus fell Lucius Tarquinius, furnaiped Prifcus, 
to ^iftinguifli him from one of his fucceflbrs, of 
the fame name, aged fifty-lix yeasrs, of which he 
had reigned thirty-eight. 
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CHAP. VII. 

From the death of Tarquinius Prilcus, tathe death 
of Servius TuUius, the fixth king of Rome. 

St 

T[U.C. 179.] 
H E report of the m,urdcr of Tarquin filled 
all his fubjeds wtth complaint and indignation, while 
the citizens ran from every quarter to the palace, to 
learn the truth of the account, or to take vengeance 
on the aflaflins. In this tumult, Tanaquil, widow 
of the late king, confidcring the danger (he muft in- 
cur, in cafe the iJibnTpiratbrs fliould fucceed to the 
crown ; anddefirousofhavmg her fon-in-law for his 
fucceflbr, with great artdiflembled hef forrow as well 
as the king's death. She afiured the people, from^ 
one of the windows of the palace, that he was n6t 
kQIed, but ftunned liy the blow ; that he would 
fhortly recover* ; and that, in the mean time, he had 
deputed hrs power to.Servrus TuHius, his fon-in*law. 
Servius, accordf^igly, as it had been agreed upon be- 
tween them, iflued from the palace, adorned with 
the enfigns of royalty, and preceded by his liftors, 
and went to difpatch fome affairs that related to the 
public fafety ; ftill pretending, that he took all his 
inilruQions from the king/ This fcene of diffimu- 
iation continued for fome days, till he had made his 
party good among the tjobfes ; when the death of 
Tarquin being publicly afcertained, Servius came to 
the crown, folely at the fenate's appointment, and 
without attempting to gain the fuffrages of the 
people. 

Servius was the foh of a bondwoman, who had 
been taken at the facking of a town belonging to the 
Latins, and was born while his mother was a flave. 
While yet an infant in his cradle, a lambent flame 
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is faid to have played round his head, which Tan*-^" 
quil converted into.an omen of his future- greatnefs. 

Upon being acknowledged as king,, the chief objeft 
of his reign was to cncreafe the power of the fenate, 
by deprefling ih.vt of the people. The poprufeict, wha 
were unable to* f«c into his defignBj -conferred upon 
him a fiHI power of fettling the taxes as he fhould 
think proper. And accordingly, as he infifte-d .that , 
|hey fhould pay theirtaxes by centuries, he command- 
ed that they fhould give theirvotes, i nail public tranf-v 
aftiofis,, by centuries alfo. In former deliberations 
each citizen gave his fuffrag:e fingly, and the num- 
bers of the poer always carried it ^againfl the power 
of the rich ; but by the regulatiojgs of Servius, the 
fenate was made to coniiftof a greater number of 
centuries, than all the other clafTes put together, and 
thus entirely out-weighed theni in every contentiorr* 

Iniwder to afcertain the increafe or decay of his' 
fubjefl:8 and their fortunes, he inftituted another re- 
gulation, which hc^called a luftrum. By thisall the 
citizens were to aCTemble in the Campus^ Martius, in 
complete armour, in their rcfpeffii?«^clffffea,. once 
in five years, and thereto give an exaft account of 
' their families and fortune. 

Having thus enjoyed a long rcign, fpent in fettling: 
the domeflic policy of the ftatc, and alfo not inat- 
tentive to foreign concerns, he received reafonable 
hopes of concluding it with tranquility and eafe. He 
had even thoughts of laying down his power, andy 
having formed the kingdom into a republic, to retire 
into obfcurity ; but fo generous a deTign was fruf- 
trated, ere it could be put in execution. 

In the beginning of his reign, to fecure his throne 
by every precaution, he had married his twodaugh* 
ters to the two grandfons of Taiquin; and as he 
knew^that 4he women were of oppofite difpofitions^ 
as well as their intended hufbands, he refolved to 
erofs their tempers, by giving them to him of a con* 
• ^ ' trary 
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trary turn of temper ; her that was meek and gentle, 
to him that was bold and furious ; her that was un* 
gpvernable and proud, to him that was remarkable 
for a contrary charaSer ; by this he fuppofed, that 
each would corre^ ttie failings of the other, and 
that the mixture would be produftive only of con- 
cord. The event however proved otherwife. Lu- 
cius, his haughty fon-inJaw, foon grew drfpleafed 
with the meeknefs of his co^nfoit^and plac«d^ his 
whole affe6iion« upon Tultia, his brother'swife, whd 
anfwered his paflion with fympattjetic ardour. Ae 
their wilhcs were ungovernable, they foon refolved 
to break through every reftraint that offered to pre- 
vent their union ; both undeitook to murder their 
conforts, which they e£Fe3ed, and were accordingly 
foon after married together. A firft crime ever pro- 
duces a fecodd ; from the d'cftruftion of their con- 
forts, they proceeded to confpirc thTat of the king. 
They began by raifing fadiions againft him, alledg- 
ing his illegal title to the crown, and Lucius by 
claiming it as his own, as heir to Tarqui». At length 
when he found the fenatc ripe for feconding his 
views, he entered the fenatc-hotife, adbrned with all 
the enfigns fS royalty, and placing himfelf upon the 
throne, began to harangue them upon the obfcurity 
of the krng's birth, and the injuftice of his title. 
While he was yet fpeaking, Servius entered attended 
by a few followers, and feeing his throne thus rudely 
kivadcd, offered to pufh the iifurper from his feat ; 
but Tarquin being in the vigour of youth, threw^ the 
old man down the fteps which led to the throne; and 
fome of his adherents, being inftrufted forthat'pur- 
pofe, followed the ktng, as he was feebly attempting 
to get to the palace, and difpatched htm by the way, 
throwing his body, alt mangled and bleeding, as a 
public rpe£tacle into the ftrect. In the mean time^, 
Tullia, burning with impatieace for the event, was 

, .in- 
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informed of what her hufband had done, and refolr- 
ing to be among the firft who 4hould falute him as 
'monarch, ordered, her chariot to the fenate-houfe : 
But as her charioteer approached the place where 
the old king her father's body lay expofed and 
bloody, the man, ail amazed at the inhuman 
fpeQacle, and not willing to trample upon it with 
hishorfes, offered to turn another way ; this only 
ferve<t to increafc the fiercenefs of her anger ; ihe 
threw the foot ftool at his head, and ordered him to 
drive over the dead body without hefitation. 

This was tjie end of Servius Tullius, a prince of 
eminent juftice and moderation, after ah ufeful and 
profperous reign of forty-four years. • 



CHAP. VIII. 

From the death of Serviui Tullius, to the baniihment 
of Tarquioiud Superbus^ the feventh and Uft king 
. of Rome. 

L[U. C 220.3 
UCIUS Tarquinius, afterwards ci lied Super- 
bus, or the Proud, having placed him/elf uj)on the 
throne, in confequence of this violent attempt, was 
refolved to fupport his dignity with the fame violence 
whh which it was acquired. Regardlefs of the fe-* 
Bate or the people's approbation, he feemed to claim 
the crown by an hereditary right, and refufcd the 
late king's body burial, under pretence of his being 
an ufurper. AH the good part of mankind, howe- 
ver, looked upon his acceflion with deteftation and 
horror ; and this a£t of inefficient cruelty only ferved 
to confirm their hatred. Confdous of this, he or- 
dered all fuch as he fufpefted to have .been attached 
to Servius, to be put to death ; and fearing the natural 
confequences of his tyranny, he encreafetl the guard 
round his perfon. His 
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His chief poKey fcems to have been to keep the 
people always employed either in wars or public 
works, by "which means he diverted their attention 
from his unlawful method of coming to the crown. 
He fitft marched ugainft the Sabine9, who refufed to 
pay him obedience, and ibon reduced them to fub« 
miffion. He next began a war- with the Volfci, 
which continued for fome ages after. The city of 
ihe Gabii gave him much more trouble ; for having 
atticmpted, with fome loft, to befiege it, he was oblig- 
ed to direft his efforts by ftratagem, contrary to the 
ufual pradice of the Romans^ , He caufed his Ton 
Sextus to counterfeit defertion, upon pretence of bar- 
barous ufagr^ and to feek refuge among the inha- 
bitants of the place. There, by artful complaints and 
ftudied lamentations, he fo prevailed on the pity 
of the people, as to be chofen their governor, and 
foon after general of their army. At firft, in every 
engagement, he appeared fuccefsful, till at length, 
• finding himfelf entirely poffefled of the confidence of 
the (late, he fent a trufty meffenger to his father for 
in{lrufl.ions.,Tarquin made no other anfwer than by 
taking the nieflenger into the garden, where he cut 
down before him the talicft poppies. Sextus readily 
underftood the meaning of this reply, and, one by 
one, found means to deftrdy or remove the principal 
men of the chy, dill taking care to confifcate their 
effeAs among the people. The charms of this divi- 
dend kept the giddy populace blind to their approach-p 
ing rain, till they found themfeives at laff, without 
counfellors or head ; and in the end, fell undei: th^ 
power of Tarquin, without even uriking a IJlow,, 
After this, he nrade a league wjfh the .^ul, and 
renewed that with the Etrurians. ^ 

But while he was engaged in wars abroad, he took 
care not to fuffer the people to continue in idlenefs at 
home. He undertook to build th^ capitol, the foun- 
dation' of which had been laid in a former reign, 

and 
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and an extraordinary cveqt contributcd-to hiften flte 
€xecuHon of his defign. A woman, in arrange at- 
tire, madeJier appearance at Ronfie, and cs^me to 
the king, ofFerijig to fell nine books, which (he 
faid wefeof hero\vn con^pofing. Not knowing the 
iabilities of the feller, or that /he was, in 4aA, one 
of the celebrated fybils:, whofc prcpliecies were never 
foui>d to faiV^Tarquin relufed te buy ahem. Upon 
this ftie depafted, and burning three of her books, 
returned again, demanding the fanae price for the 
fix reniaining. Being once more defpifed as an. im- 
poftof, (he again departed, and burning three more, 
(he returned with thofe remaining, iUH a(king the 
fame price as at firfl. Tarquin, furprifed at thfe 
inconfiftfchcy of her behaviour, confulted the augurs, 
to advife him what to do. Thefe much blamed 
him for riot buying the nine, and commanded him 
to bu^ the three Jem aining^ at whatfoev^ price they 
were to be had. The woman, fays the hiftbrian, 
after thus felling and delivering the three prophetic 
volumes, and advifinghim to hav^ a fpccial attention 
to what they contained, vSiniflied from before him, 
and was never feen after. Upon this he chofe pro- 
pet* perfons to keep them, who, though but two 
firft, were afterwards encreafed toiE teen, under the 
n^me of quindecemviri. They were put into a (lone 
chcft, and a vault in the newly defigned building 
was thought the prdpereft place to lodge i hem in 
fafety. The people having been now for fojur year-s 
together employed in building the capitol, began, at 
larft, to wifh for fomething new to engage them ; 
wherefore Tarquin, to fatisfy their wifhes, proclaim- 
ed war againtljtne Rutuli, upon a frivolous, pretence 
of their navlng entertained fome mafefaftors whom 
he had bani(hcd, and invefledi-their chief ciiy^Ardea, 
which lay about fixtcen tniles from Rome. While 
the army was encamped before this place, the king's 
fon -'Sextus, with ColIatinu« s noble Roman, and 

fomc 
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ibme others, fat in a ttnt cfa*inking together : the dif* 
courfe happening to turn upon the beauty and virtue 
of $bcir wives, each man praifing hi« own, Collati* 
mi&oiFered to decide thedifpute, by putting it to an 
immediate trial, iwjiofc wife Would be found poflefTed 
ofthegreateft beauty ,;and moft feduloufly employed 
atthat'very hour. Being heat«d with wine, the pro- 
po(ai was reliftied by the whole company ; and tak- 
ing horfe without delay^ they pofted to Rome, tho* 
the night was ak-eadyprietty far advanced. There 
thcyrfound JLucretia^ the wife of Collatinus, not like 
the other women of the age, fpending the time in 
cafe and luxury^ biit fpinning in the rtiidft of her 
maids, and cheaifuHy portioning out their talks, 
*Her modeft beauty, and the eafy reception flie gave 
her.huibandand his friends, fo charmed them aH, 
ihat^hey ufianimoufly gave her the preference ; and 
Sextus was fb much inflamed,: that nothing but en» 
ioyment could fatisfy his paifion. , . 

For that pur pofe he went from the camp to vifit 
her privately a few days after, and received the fame 
kind reception which he had met with before. As 
his intentions were not iufpefted, Lucretia fate with 
him at fupper, and ordered a chamber to be; got ready 
for him in the houfe. Midnight was the time in 
which this ruffian thought it fafe to put his defign^ 
in execution. Having found tetans to convey him- 
felf into her chamber, he a pproaghed her bed-fide 
wth a drawn fword, and rudely laying his hand up- 
on her bofom, threatened hex with inftant. death il 
ihe offered to refift bis paffion. %ucreiia affrighted 
vout of herfleep, and feting death fo near, was yet 
inexoraUe to his deiire, till being told^ that, if (he 
would not yield, he would firft kill her, and then 
laying his own (lave a] fo dead by her (ide, he would 
report, that he had found and killed them both, in 
the aft of adultery. The terror ofinfamy atchiev* 
^hat that of death could not obtain 4 flic confented 
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to his defire^ and the next morning he returned t^ 
the camp, exulting^ in his brutal Vf^ry. In the 
mean time, Lucretia, detefling the light, and re« 
folving not to pardon hcrfelf for the crime of another^ 
fent for her nufband CoUatinos^ an^d for Sptirius^ 
ber father, to conne to her, as an indelible difgrace 
had befallen the famil^r. Thefe mftantly obeyed the 
fumnoons, bringing with them Valerius, a kinfman 
of her father's, and Junius BruttK, a reputed idbt^ 
whofe father Tarquta had murdered, and :wh<y htid 
accidentally m^ the mcflStnger by/ the way. Their 
arrival only ferved to increafe' LucrctiaV poignant 
anguifli ; they found her in a A^e of ftedfaft xkfpe^ 
ration, and v^inlyjattcmptcd toigive her rdHef. *^ No^ 
** (faid fhe) ftcver (hall I find any thing worth Kving 
^* for in this life, after having loft my honour. You 
M &c me, CoHatinus, a polluted wretch before you ^ 
** one whofe perfon has been the fpoH of another, 
" but whofe aflFeQions were' never eftrang«d from 
•* you. Sextus, under the pretended veil of frietid- 
•• (hip, has this^ night forced from me that treafure 
«* which death only can reftore ^ bnt if you have the 
^ hearts of merj, remember ' to avenge my caufe, 
«* and \A poftferity know, that (he who has loft her 
** virtue, hath only death for her beft confrfation." 
So faying, (he drew apoignardfrom beneath ber rote, 
and inftanlly ^ungttf ^ it into* her bofom, exf>jred 
without a grban. The whole company remaJnedfor 
fometime, fixed inforrow, pity, and indignaiion \ 
Spurius and ColktintiJ, at length gave vent to their 
grief in tears; bin Brutui, drawing chepoignardpeek* 
ing from I^ucrciia's.wotriid, a«id lifting it u|)t6wittte 

' Heavea; ?* Be witnefs, yt gods,-' he et'it^^ *< thi»t 
** from this moment I proclaim tnyfblf theav«ei>geTof 
«* thechafteLtfcrctia'scaufe; frcawthismormntlprok- 
f*fefs myfclf the enemy of Tanpiin, and hisluftfdl 

W ho^fe: from henceforth thislife, while life continues, . 

: *• ihall be employed m oppofition* to lyrani^y, and for 

•^the 
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^* the happinefs and fceedom.of my much loved 
'^* country?' A new «ma7.ement few^d the hearers, 
to find him, whom they had hitherto confide red ar, 
.«4i idiot, now appeariiig in hts re^l chara?Qer, the 
friend of juftice, and of Rome, tie told them, tha^ , 
lears and lamentations were unmai>Iyv when ven- 
geance caHcd fo knid; apd delivering thcfoignard 
to iheTeftj impofed the fame oath upon them Wliicli 
he himfelf had juft take^i. 

J«nius Brutus was the fon of "Mai^cus Junius, a noHc 
Roman, who W4» married to the daughter of Tap- 
qninius Prtfcus; and for that-reafon^ thro' a motive 
•of jealoufy, was pul: to death byTarquin the Proud. 
This Junius Brutius had received an exceMent educa^ 
^onfrom his father, and had^ from nature, ftfong 
fcnfe^ and an inflexible attachment to virtue; but 
|>eri:eivrng that Tawjuin had privily mtwderedhis fa- 
-4her and his eldcft -brother, he counterfeited hi mfclf 
a fooljiB ordertoefcape the famedaqger, andlhcncc 
obtained the Rirnanr»e of Brutus, Tarquin thinking 
Jiis folly real, defpifed the man; and having poflTefled 
iMmfelfof hiseftate, kepthimas an idiot in his honfe^ 
merely with a view of making fpout for his children, 
Brutus, however, only waited this opportunity to 
iivenge the ea«fe of his famrly. Wherefore, order- 
ing l^ucretia's dead body to fee brought out to view, 
and cx'pofed in the pwblic forum, he enflamed the 
ardour of the citizens tby a xlifplgyof the-horrid 
traflfa-aiofi. He obtained a decree ofthe fenate,that 
Tarquin and hi* family fliould be for ever baniflicd 
from Romc^ and thai it ihould be«CcrpitaI for any to 
plead for, or attempt his faturc renu-n. Thus this 
raonar-ch, who had now reigned 4 wen t}^five years, 
being cxpeied hts kjngdom^-went to take reft^ 
witji Jiis family at Cira, a little city of Etruria. Ixi 
ihe^mean tim^, the Reman awny made a truce with 
t%ic •enemy, nd Brutus was proclaimed deliverer 
of lie people, * 

C €HAP, 
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C H A P. IX. 

JFfom the hapKbment of T^rquiiisto, the appolnt- 
^ ^-^ ment of the firft diQatpr 
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^ HE regal power being overtbrawn, a form gf 

government, nominally republican, Avas fiibftituted 
in its room. The fenate, However, referved by far 
the greajeft (hare of the authority to theitifelves, and 
decorated their own bpdy with all t,he fpoils of de- 
pofed monarchy. The .centuries of the. people chofc 
from among the fenators, inftead of a king, two an- 
nual magiftrates, whom^hey called coiafuls, with 
ppwer equal to that. of the reg{4|> and with the fame 
privileges and the fame enfigns of authority. '' * 

Brutus, the deliverer of his country, and Collati- 
nus, the hufband of,Lucretia, were chofen firft con- 
fuls in Rome. 

But t-bis new republic, however, which fcemed fo 
.grateful to the people, had like to;have been deftroy- 
ed in its very commencement. A party was formed 
in Rome in favour of Tarquin. Some young men olF 
the principal families in the ftat^, who had been 
educated about the king, and had fhared in all the 
luxuries and pleafures of the court, undertook to re- 
eftablifli monarchy. ■ This party fecretly encreafefl 
everyday; and, whatonaycreate our furprize, the 
foils. ef Brutus himfelf, and the Aquilii, the nephew* 
of Collatinus, were among the number, TT^^rquin, 
who was informed of thefe intrigues in his favour^ 
fent amhafladors from Etruria toRonqc, under ap^eT 
tence of reclaiming the crown ;but'jn^rea^tty, with a , 
defign tO'gjvf fpirit to his faftion. But the whole 
conlpiracy was drfcovered by a ilave who had accU 
dentally hid himfelf in the roomrwher^ the confpira- 
tors fued to afiemblc. Few fituations couldrhavebecn 
jnore terribly affediiig thj^n that of Brutus, a father^ 

placed 
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5)laced as a judge upon the life and death of his own 
children; inipened^byjuftfcevto condemn, and by- 
nature to fpare thenrx, Ther yojing men accufed# 
f Jeaded nothing for them felves; but, with confcfous 
^uilt, awaited ilieir fentence in fflence and agony. 
The other judges, who were prefcnt, felt all tlte 
pangs of natiiref CoUatifius wept, and Valerius 
could not re pre fs his fentiments of pity. BiiKus, 
dione, feemed to have loft all the foftnefs of huma* 
nity, and, with 9 ftern countenance and a tone of 
voice that marked his gloomy refolutfon, demanded 
of his Tons, if they could make any defence to the 
crimes wkh which they bad been charged. This 
demand he made thrfee fevera^ times; but receiving 
bo anfwcr, he, at lengthj turned himfelf to the exe- 
cutioner," Now/' cried he," it is your part to per- 
form the refi" Thus faying, he again refumcd hr^ 
feat, with an air of determined majefty; nor could 
aH the fentiments of paternal pity, nor all the im- 
^oring looks of the people, nor yet the complaints 
of the young men, who were prepai ing for execu- 
tion, alter the tenor of h« refolution. The executi- 
oners'having ilripped them naked, and then whipped 
them with rods, prefently after beheaded them ; 
Brutus, all the time, beholding the cruel fpedacle 
with a fteadyJook andtinahereitountenance, while 
the multitude gazed on with all fehe fenfations of 
pity, terror, and admiration. 

All Tanqtda*s hopes of an iftfurreiaion in the city 
in bis favour.being thus overthrown, he wgis now 
refolved to force himfeJf upon his former throne, by 
foreign afliflance, and to that end prevailed upon 
the Veians to afllft hiin, and with a confiderable 
army advanced towards. Rome. ^ 

The x^nfuls wer« not remifs in preparati- tt p 

ons ^o oppofc hina. Valerius commanded the * * 

foot, and Brutus being appointed to head- the ^ . 

cavalry, went out to meet him on the Rpman bor- 

C i dei's. 
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ders. Anins, the fonijf Tarquin, who commanded 
ihc cavalry for his father^ feeing Brutus at a diftance^ 
was rcfolved, by on^ great attempt, to decide the 
fate of th^ d^y before the engaging of the armies 4 - 
wherefore fpurring on his horfe, he made towards 
him with ungovernable fury.^BFUtus, who perceived 
his approach, finglcd out from the ranks to meet 
Mmt and both4Tiet with fuch rage, that, eager only 
to aflail, and thoughtleffrof defending, they both fell 
dead upon4he field t<$getlier. A 'bloody battle enfu- 
^, with €(|ual flaggHter on both fides; but the Ro- 
marfs remaining jn.^flRfffion »of the field of battle, 
cfttimcd the viftory,; in confequehce, Valerius rc- 
turri^d in triumph to "Rome. 

In the mean tim€, Tarquint, no way intimidated 
by his misfortunes, prevailed upon pprfenna, onepf 
mt kii^§ of KtriirisVj to efpoufc his caufe, and in 
perfan undertake his quarrel. This prince, equally 
noted Tor courage and condud, matched dircQIy to 
Rome, with a numerous army^and laid (iegeto the 
city, while the terror of his name and his arms 
^filled all ranks 'of people with di(hfiay. The fiege 
was carried .oil with vigour : a furious attack was 
rhade upon the place: the two confuls oppofi^* in 
vain, and were cairied oflf wounded from the fieU ; 
whiie the Romaiiif flying in great conAernatidn, 
were purfuedby tbcenciny tothe^bridge, over which 
both viSorsnand vanquifhed were abou^ to enter the 
city in (he confufion. All now itppeared loft and over> 
when Horatius Codes, who had been placed there 
a^centinel to«defend it, oppofed himicif to the tor- 
rent of the enemy, and, aiiifted only by two more, 
for (bme time fuftained the whole ftiry of the afTauh, 
till thejbridgc was broken down behind him : when 
he found.the communication thus cm x>ff, plunging 
with his arms into the torrent of the Tyber, he 
fwam back'ViSorious to his fcllow^foldiers, and was 
riecelved with jull apptaufe* 
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StilV- however, Porfehfiaw^s determined upon 
taking the oUy ; and, tW fiv«^ Irandred of fcis hien 
urereflain in a fally of the Ronafahs, he reduced it to 
ihegreateft ftraightsf and turning the fiegeintoa 
blockade, refqlvred to take i^ by famine. Thc^iftrefs 
of the befieged foon fjegan to be infufferablc, and 
all^thing^ ieenied;to threaten a- fpeedy furrender, 
V^hen another aS of fierce bravery, (lili fuperior 
to that which had^fjived the city before^ again pro- 
cured iis-fafety and freedoni; 

Mutius^ayoqth of undannted courage, was re^ 
folved to rid his cot^ntry of an enemy, that fofore:ly 
Continued to opprels it ; and for this purpofe, dif- 
guifed ifvthe habit of an Etrurian peafanf, entered 
ihe camp of the enemy, refblving to die or to kif! 
the ktng^ With this rcfolutloo h^ made up to 
the place where Porfenna- wss paying his troops, 
with a fecrctary by his fide ; btit mift^king the iat- 
ter for the king, he ftabbed him to the heart, and 
wafr immedtately apprehended,, and brought b.uk 
into the royal prefence, ^pon Por^^ona's demand- 
ing who he was^ and the caufe of fo heinous an ac- 
tion,.. Mutius, without r^erve,.informed him of his 
country and his-defign, and at the fame time thruft- 
ing hisright hand into a fire thafwas burning upon 
^n altar before him, " You fee,V cried he, " how 
** little I regard the fevered puniihment your cruelty 
** can inflia upon me. A Roman knows net only 
** how to a£t^, but to fuflEer ; I am not the only per- 
'* fon you have to fear; three hundred Roman 
"youth, like me,, have confpired your dertraa.ion ; 
«' therefore, prepare for their attempts*'* Porfenna, 
amazed at fo much intrepidity, had too noble a mind 
not to acknowledge merit, iIkv' fmind ih an ent?my ; 
he therefore ordered him to be iafely condu6^ed b^ack 
to Rome, and oflFered^the bcficged conditions of 
f^ace. Thefe were rcacHly accepted on their fide,, 
being neither^ard'nordpfgfaoeful', ex'cept thattwen* 
CS ty 

. Digitized by VjOOQIC 



30 THE HISTORY OF THE 

ty hoflages were demanded ; ten young raren, and a« 
iriany vJrgfns, of the beft families in Rome. But even- 
in this infi^Jice aHb, asif the gentler fex were re folv- 
cd to be fharers in the defperate vaFourof the limes, 
Clefia, one of the hoftageSjcfcapingfrom her guards, 
and pointing out the way to the reffof her female 
companions, fwam over the Tyber on horfeback, 
amid ft fhowers of darts from the enemy, and prc^ 
fented herfeff to the conful. Tliis magiftrate, fearing 
theconfcquencesofdetaininghefjhadherfentbackj 
upon which, Porfenna, not to be outdone m genero- 
fity, not only gave her liberty, but permitted her to 
chufe fuch of the hoftages, of the oppofite fex, as (he 
Ihould thmk fit to attend her. On her part, ffie, with, 
all the modefty of a Roman virgin, chofe only fuch 
as were under fourteen, alkdging, that their tender 
age was lead capable of fuftainhig the -rigours of 
flavery. 

Tarquin, by means of his fon-in-law Manilius^ 
once more ftirred up the Latins to efpoufe his inte« 
reft, and took the moft convenient cpportuxiity, wheir 
the plebeians were at variance with the fenators ton- 
cerning the payment of their debts. Thefe refufed 
to go (o wUr unkfs their debts were remitted upon 
their returti; fc^that the confirfs, finding their autho- 
rity infiifficient, off'ered the people to eleft a tempo* 
rary magiftrate^ who fliould have abfolHte power, 
not only over aU ranks of the ftate, but ev^n over the 
laws themfelves. To this the plebeians readily con-" 
fented, willing to give up thieir own power, for the 
fake of abridging that of their fupeiiors. In cbnfe- 
quence of this, Largius.was created the firft DiQa- 
lor of Rome, for fo was this high office called, being 
nominated to it by his colleague in theconfulfhip. 
Thus the people, who could not bear to hear the 
name of a king even mentioned, readily fubmitted to 
a magiftrate pofleffed of much greater power : fo 
much do the names of things miflead us, and fo little 

is 
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U any form of government irkfome Jo people when 
it coincides with iheir prejudices. 

C/H A P. X. 

From the creation of the firft dtCtator, to the elejSion 
of'the tribunes of the people. 

t [U.C. 255.]. 

j|. > ARGIUS being now created di<iator, entered 
upon hisofEce, furrouhded 'with his lidoTsand all the 
enfigns of ancient Foyalty, -and feated upon a throne 
in the nwdft of the people, ordered the levies to be 
made, in the manqei^ of the kings of Rome. The 
populace looked with terror upon a magiftrate whom 
they had inveft^dwith unfcontroulable power, ^nd 
peaceabf)' went each Jto rang^e hrmfelf under his re- 
fpeSive ftandard. Thus gping.forth to oppofe the 
enemy, te returned with his afmy, and, before his 
fix months were expired, laid down the diCtator- 
flfiip, witk the reputation ofhaving exercifed it with 
blamelefs lenity. 

But^tho' for this time the people fubmirtcd.to be 
lid forth, yet they wererefolvcd, atlaft, tofreethem- 
felvcs from the yolCe of their fevere matters ; and, 
tho' they could not get their complaint* redreffed, 
yet they determined to fly from thofe whom they 
could nbt move to compaflion. The complaints,^ 
therefore, continuing, they refolved to quit a city 
which gave them no (heltcr, and to form a new efta- 
blifliment without its limitsi They, therefore, under 
the conduft of a plebeiim, named Sicinius BcHutusi 
retired to a moiintaiuj from thence called the Mons^ 
Sacer, on the banks of the river Anio, within about 
three miles from Rome. 

Upon the news of this defeSion, the city was fill- 
ed;* with tumult and confternation ; thofe who wifhed 
Well to the army made all the attempts they could to* 
feale the walls, in order to join' it. , The femiie was . 
G 4 ti6t 
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, not Ief» agka red. than the reft : fome w«rc for vm^ 
fcnt meafurc^ and* re pelRng force by force ; others 
>V^ere of opinion^ tbaf gentkr arts were to be iifeif^ 
and t<hat even a viflory over firch enemies would b<^ 
worfe than a defeats At hengtb, tRtrcforc, it «^s 
refolved tafend a nntffenger, entreating the army ta 
returo home aad decfiwc their grievances, promiJin:g:~ 
at the nmie^time^ an oblivion ©fall that had pa(rea> 

This meflage not fucceeding, Menenius Agripp.i^ 
one of the wifeft'and beft of the fenaA^rs, was of opi- 
nion, that the people were to be complied with. 

It was refolved, thepcfore to enter into a rrcaty^ 
with the people, and. to make thenrr fiich offers as 
fhould induce them to return;. Ten commiffioncrsT 
were accordingly deputed, at tfie. bead of whortr 
were Largius and Valerius, who hatd been diSators,. 
and A'fenenius A^rippa, tqually loved by the fenatc 
and the people.. The cfignity and the popularity of 
thefc ambafladof* procured them a very rtfpeQaWe 
reception stnaong the f©ldi^r^, anJa^ long coofccehce 
began between th^m. JLargius and Valerius employ- 
ed all thetr oratory on the one hand; while Sicinius 
and Lucius Jon iiis,^ who Were the fpokefi»en of the 
fofdicry, aggravated their diftreffes, with aFI that • 
maiculine eloquence which is the child of nature. 
The conference had now continued for a fong time, 
wheff Menenias Agripp?>. who had been originaffy a 
jplebeian himftlf^.a flirewd man,, and who, confe- 
«uenrjy,knew whatkind of eloquence was moft like- 
[jf to pleafe the people, additlfed tbem with that ce- 
lebrated fable, which Is (io finety told us by Livv. 
" lo times of t)ld, when every part of'thc body could 
thin4c for itfelty and each ha.d a fcparate will rf its 
own, ihey alt, wkh common confcnt, refolved to re- 
volt dgainft the belly : rhey knew no reafon, they faid, 
wliy they ihoul'd toil fiom;, morni tig tiJI night in its 
Ceryice,. whilt th^ belly, in the mean time, by at- i4$ 
CiU'e ill the tnndd oitbem ail, and indolently grew fgt 

upon 
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upon their labours: accordingly, one and 'all, they 
agreed to befriend it no more The feet vowed they 
would carry it no longer; the hands' vowed they 
would feed it no longer; and the teeth averred thiey 
would not chew a nwrfelof meat, tho' it were placed 
between them. . Thus refolved, they all, for fomc 
tjme, fhewed their fpirit, and kept their word; but 
foon they found, that, inftead of mortifying the belly 
by the fe means, they only undid ihemfelves; they 
langiriflied for a while, jind perceived, when too 
late, that it wa$ owing to the belly, that they had 
ftrength to work or courage to mutiny.** 

This fable, the applicatioh of which is obvious, 
had an inftantaneous effect upon the peopte. They 
unanimoufly cried *out, that Agrippa . fhould lead 
them back to Rome; and were making preparati- 
oiis to follow him, when Lucius' Junius, befcirc- 
mentioned, with-^hdd'them; alledging, that, tho' 
they were gratefully to acknowledge the kind offers 
of the fenate, yet they had no^fafeguard for the fu- 
ture againft tjfieir refentment;.that,' therefore, it 
vfzs neceflary for the fecurity of thfe people, to have 
certain officers created annually from amort g them- 
felves, who fhbuld have power to<give fuch of them 
as fhould be injured, Tcdrefs, and plead the caufe of 
thfe community, . " 

The people^ who arc ever of opinion with the laft 

fpetkerj highly applauded this propofftl, which yet 

the commiffiotters had not power to comply with ; 

they, therefore, fent to Rome to take the ir]{l:ru<5^ions 

vorried with divifions amons; 

ed by complaints from wiil:- 

havc peace, at whatfoeyer 

ined; accordinglv, is if Avith 

nted to the creation of rhe-.r 

: called TribuiTes of the 

e prpteRing with vehemence 
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The tribunes of the people were at firft fi\^ iji 
number, tho' afterwtirds their bod-y was encreafed 
by five more. They wer© always annuaJly elefied: 
by the people, and almofl always from their body. 
They at firll had their feats placed before the doors 
of the fenate-houfe, and, being called^ rn, they were 
to examine every decree , ann»lHng it by the word 
VETO (I forbid it ;) or confirming it by figning the 
letter T„ which gave it its validity. This new office 
being thus inftitutcd, Sfcinius Beliuius, Lucius Ju- 
nius, Caius lacinius, Albinus, and Icilius Ruga^erc: 
th$ firft tribunes chofen by the fuffrages of the peo- 
ple. The fenate aj(b made an edift confirming the 
abolition of debts : and now all things being adjuft-^ 
ed, both on the. one fide and the othcr,^the people,^ 
after haying facrificed to, the Gods of the mountain^^ 
returned back once more in triumph to Rome, 

C HAP. XI; 

From' the creation of the tribunes to the appoint^ 
/ . ment of the decemviri. 

/TV , [U. C. 260.] , 

I X URING the late feparation, all tillage had: 
been entirely r^egle8ed, stnd a famine was the corife- 
quence the enfuihg feafon. The fenate did all that 

Jay in their power to cenredy thcdiftrefs; butd|e: 
people, pinched with want, and willing to throwRe 
blame on any but themfelves, afcribed the'wholeof 
their diftrefs to the avarice of the patricians ; who,; 
having purchafed aH the corn,, as was aJtedgcd, in- 
tended to indemmfy themfelves for the abolition oF 
debts, by felling it out to great advantage. But abun- 
dance, foon after, appeared them for a time. A large- 
fleet of (hips laden with corn from Sidly (a gfeat 
part of which was a prcfent from Gelon, the king of 
that country, to the Romans, and thfe reft purchafed* 
by the fenate with the pufelick money) raifcd theit 
i^irits once moreJ ^ - But 
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But Coriolanus incurred their refentmcitl, by in- 
fitting that it fliould not.be diftributed till the griev- 
a^ices of the fenate were removed. For this, the tri- 
biuies fummon^d him to a trial before the people. 

When the appointed day was come, all perfons: 
were filled with the greateft expeSations, and a vaft 
concourfe from the adjacent country aflembfed and' 
filled up the Forumv Coriolanus, upon this, p/efent- 
cd himfelf before the people, with a degree of in- 
trepidity thai' merited better fortune. His graceful 
perfon j Jiis: perfuafive eloquence, the cries of thofe 
whom' he had faved from the enemy, inclined the 
auditors to relent. But, being unable to anfwer what 
was aliedged againft him to the fatisfaSion of the 
people,. and utterly confounded with a new charge, 
of having embezzled the plunder of Antium, the 
tribunes immediately took the votes, and Coriola^ 
BUS was condemned to perpetual exile. 

This fenience againft their braveft defender,., 
ftruck the whole body of the fenate with forrow,., 
conflernation, and regret. Coriolanus alone, in the 
midft-of the tumult, feemed an unconcerned fpec- 
lator. He returned home, followed by the lamen- 
tations of hundreds of the moft refpeftable fenators 
and citizens of Rotne, to takealafting' leave of his 
wife, his children, and his mother Veturia. Thus 
recommending his little children to their'care, and 
all to the care of Heaven, he left the citv, without 
fi)llower8 or fortune^ to take refuge with Tullus Atti- 
us, a man of great power among the Volfcians, who 
took him under his proteQion, and efpoufed his 
quarrel. 

, wasj to induce the 
hich had been made 
Dfe Tulfus ftnt many 
to fee fome games at 
the mean time gave 
that the ftrangershad* 
dangeroui 
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^aiigerqvis intentions of buriiin^ the olty. This bad 
the ciefired effeft ; the fenaf e i^tied an order, that aW 
ftrarigerSy whoever they were, fhottt I depart front 
Rome before furMet- Thi?vorder TnHtre reprefentect 
to his ccttinrymeo, as arvinlVaflwn of ihe treaty, and 
procirred an tmbafly to Rome, complaining of the 
breach^, and re-»dcmandinfr all the territories belong^' 
itig tothe V«lfcians,,of whkh lUay had been violentiJf 
drfp^ffeffed ; dedaring war in cafe of a refuiai: bur 
this mefSigc was^r^ai^ by the fenate wirii contem[»t^ 
War being thus dedaredoaboth fides^, Coriot^- 
nus ami Tttllii^ were nftadt g^n*ral» of the Voffcl- 
an5,,and accordingly ihvadcd the Roman territories,. 
Favaging and laying waf^e all fiich lands a(v belong- ^ 
ed to the pltbcrans,. bntktti'ng^ thofe of r^he fena- 
t<ir5^ remain untouched. In the nvcan time, the fe- 
vies we^t on but flowly at Rome; the two eon- 
fuls, wl>o were re-eleiled by the people, feeiSiecf ' 
but* Utile fliilled in war, and even feaied pq encoun- 
ter a <gen«fal,' whom they kiv.w to be ^k fupejv 
or in the field. The aliies alfo fliewed tfteir fearj>>. 
and floxyly brought in their fu«cours ; fo that Co* 
rix>lanus «>ntim;cd to lak^ t4ieir t^wns one after 
the other. Fdfriune folUwed him in every expedi- 
tion^, and he was now fo famous for Im vi^oriesy 
that the Volfci. left their towns dtfencelefs, te fol- 
low him into Hie field; The very foidiers of hb 
coileagi!€'s army came over to him, and would ac--^ 
knowfedge no other gencrat THtis finding*himfelf 
unoppofed'in the field; and a^ the head^of a nume- 
rous^army^ he at length inveftfed'Hietity of Rome 
itfelfy fully refolved to bt (lege in h was then that 
the fenate and t^t people unftnimoufly agreed to*^ 
fend deputies to him with propofals of fefioration^ 
in cafe he ihotrid draw off his^ army. Coriolanus 
received their propofals at the head of his prfncipaP 
officers, andi with the ft'erntlefs of a' general that 
was to give the law, r^fii&d th«i** o&pSv 

Another 
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— Anocbcr cmbafjy was now fent forth, Conjuring 
him not to €%2l& from his native city, sugfit but 
viikzX became Rc>mans tcr grant* Coriofanus, how- 
every naturally inflexible and fev^re, fliil ptrfifted 
in bis former demands, and granted ihem but three 
day»> in which to ftnifli their debberations. In this 
exigence, all that was left, W3« another dep^utation 
dill more foiemn than either of the former, conri' 
^ofed of the pontiffs, the prrefts, smd the augurs. 
Thefe, ctmhed in their habits of xeremony, anot 
with a grave and mournful deportment, iffiied from 
the city^ and entered the camp of the con<|^eror : 
&ut all in vain, they foond him fevere and inflexible 
as before. 

When the people favv them remrn fneffedualFyV 

they began t© give irp the commonwealth as fcft. 

Their temples were filled with old men, with wo« 

men ^ni children, who^ proflrate at their ahars, 

- put up th^rr ardent prayeis for the prefervation of 

their country. Nothing was to be heard but angui(h 

aiid lamentation, nothing to be feen but fcenes of 

affright and diftrefs. At length, it was faggefted 

to them, that what could not be efiSefied "by the 

interceflion of the fenale,.or the.adjuration of the 

priefls, might be bfougftt about by the tears of his 

wife,, or the commahrfs ot his mother. Thb depu* 

ration fecmed to be reliftied by all; and even the 

fcnate iffelf gave it the fanSion of their authority. 

Veturia„ the mplfier of' Coriolknus, at firft made 

ibme hefitation to undertake (b piotls a work, know- 

emper ef her fcm, and fearing 

liibbedtence in a new point of 

he commands of a pzrtnt: how- 

idertooR the embaflf^, and fet- 

y, aiBcomp^ftiTied by many ef the 

df Rome, with volumnia his 

Hildten. Coriolanus, who at a 

tiiis mournfiri train of females, 

was 
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was refolved to give ihem a deniil, and called his 
. officers round him,, to be witnefies of his refolution r 
but, when told that his motiier and his wife were: 
among the number, he inftantly ckme dawn from* 
his tribunal, to meet and embrace them. At 6rft^. 
the womens tears and embraces took away the power 
oi words, and' the rough foldler himfelF, hard as he 
was, could not refrain from (haring in their diftrefs,. 
Ccriolanus now Teemed much agitated by con*- 
tending paflions ;. while his mother,, who faw him 
moved, feconded h6r words by the raoft pcrfuative. 
doquence, her tears: his )*»ife and childjrett hung, 
round him, entreating for proteidion and pky ;.whi|c 
the fair train,, her companions, added their lamen- 
tation^, and deplored their own aud their country's- - 
diftrefs. Coriolanus, for a moment, >vas filent,f«cl*' 
ing the flrong confli£k between honour and inolina- 
tion ; at length, as if rouzediromhis dream^he flew* 
to take up his- mother,, who had fallen. :at; his feet^, 
crying out,. *^ O my mother, thou baft fared Rome,. 
" but loft thy fon." He accordingly gave orders^to 
draw ofF the army,^. pretending to the^ officers-,, 
that the city wa» too ftrong^to be takem TuW 
lus, who had long: envied, his glory, was not re*r 
mifs in aggravating the lenity of hiscondu^ to his- 
countrymen. Upon their return^ Coriolanus was 
fiain in an infurredion of the people,^ and after- 
wards honourably buried*'..with late atul ineffectual • 
repentance. 

Great and many were the public r^icings. at" 
Rome, upon the.retr^at of the Volfcian army; butv 
they were clouded foon after, by the intrigues of 
Spurius CaiRus, who wanting to make himfelf de— 
fpotic by m^ans of the people,. wa&' found guilty of. 
a number of crimes^ all tending towards alteringy 
the conftitution, and was thrown headlong from 
the Tarpeian rock, hy thofe very people whofe in— 
terefts tie had endeavoured to extend. 

Thoc 
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The year following, the two confiils of the for- 
mer year, Manlius and Fabius, were cited .by the 
tribunes to appear before the people. The Agra- 
rian law^ which had been propofcd fome time/be-, 
fore, for equalfy dividing the lands of the com-^ 
monweahh among the people, was the objeft inva- 
riably purfued, and they were'*accufed of having' 
made unjuftifiable delays in putting it off. 

It feems, the Agrarian law was a grant the fenate 
could not think of giving up to the people. The 
confuls, therefore,^ made many delays and excufes, 
till at length they were once more obliged to have 
Tccourfe tb a diQator,*and they fixed upon Quintus 
Cincinnatus, a man who had, for feme time, given 
up all views of ambition, and retired to* his little 
farm, where the deputies of the fenate found him 
holding the plow, and drcfled in the mean attire of 
a labouring hufbandman.' He appeared but liftle 
elevated with the addreflfes of ceremony,, and Ihe 
pompous habits they brought him; and, tJpon de-- 
daring to him the fenateVpIeafure, he tcftlfied ra- 
ther a concern that his aid fliould be wanted: he 
naturally preferred the charms of a country retire- 
merttj to the fatiguing fplendbrs of office, arid only 
faid to his wife, as they were leading him away, 
" I fear, my Attillia, that for thfs year, our little 
** fields"muft remain unfowji.** Thus taking a tender 
-feave, he departed for the city, where both parties 
were (Irongly enffamed againft each other. How- 
ever, he was.refolved to fide with neither; but, by 
a ftrift attention to the intercfts of his country, in- 
ftead of gaining the confidence of fafltion, to feize 
th'e efteemr of aM, Thus^ by' threats, and well-timed' 
fnbfnifllon he prevailed upon the tribunes to put off" 
tbeir law for a time, and* carried hinifelf fo as to be 
a terror to the multitude, wjienever they refufed ta 
enlift ; and their greateft encourager whenever their 
febmiffiott deferved it. Thus, having reftor^ed that 

tranquility - 
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^raiHjuitity to tfie people, which he (o much loved 
himfelf, he again ^ave up the fplendors of ambition, 
to en]l)y it with a greater reliih in his little farm. 
-rj £rn Cincinnatus was rK)l«long:rt tired from his 

* * office, when a frefli exigence of the (late 
^^' oncemorerequiredhisafli(lance;theiEqui 
and the Volfci, wh#> tho' ftiUwpiftediUlill were for 
renewing ilie war, mad^ ntw^mroads into the terri»- 
tpries,ofRomc« Miniitius, one oftheconfuls who 
fucceeded Cincinnatus, was Tent to oppofe them ; 
but being naturally timid, and ratker more afraidiof 
b^ing conquered than defirousofvidory, his army 
Was driven into a defile between two mountains, 
from which, except rhro' the enemy, there was no 
cgrefs. This, however, the iBqui had the precau-. 
tion to fortify, by which the Rt>maii army was fo 
hemmed in en every fide, that nothing ^remained 
bnt fubmiiljbn to the e«emy, famine, or immediate 
death. Some knights who found means of getting 
away privately thro' the enemy's camp, were the 
firft that brought the account of this difader to 
Kome. Nothing could exceed' the conftcrnatibn of 
alt ranks of people when informed of it ; the fc- 
nate, at firft, thoeght of the^ other conful ; but not 
having fuiCcient experienee" of his abilities, they 
uifanimotifly turned their eyes upoa Cincinnatus, 
and" refotved to make him diSator^ Cincinnatus, 
the only perfon on whofti Rome could now place 
her whole depcndance, was founds as before, by 
the meflfengers of the fenate, labouring in his little 
field, with cheerful induftry. He was at firft aflo* 
niihed at the enfigns of unbotmdt^d power, with 
which/ the deputies came to intcft him ; but ftill 
Hfiorc at the approach of the principal of the fenatei 
who came oat to meet him. A dignity fo unlocked 
for, however, had fto cffeS upon the fimplicity or 
the integrity of Ur manners: and being now pof^i 
fefTed cf s^olut^power, and called upon to nomi- 
nate 
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ftate his mafter of the horfe, he chofc a poor man 
named Tarqurtius, one wIk), like himfelf, defpiftd 
riches when they led to diflionoar.- Thus the fav-> 
ing a great nation was d«vo|y(^ upon an hulband- 
man, weaken from the plough^ and an obfctrrc cen* 
linel found among the dregs of the army* Upon 
entering the city, the dictator put on a fereue Jook, 
and entreated all thofe who were able to be^r arms^ 
to repair before fun-fet to the Campus M^rtitfs^ 
(chejjface where the levies were made) with ne- 
ccffary arms, and provifions for five days. He put 
himfelf at the^ead of thefe, and marchiijg all night 
with great expeditiony he arrived before day, with- 
in fight of the enemy. Uport'his approach, he or* 
dered his fotdiers to raife a loud fhout, to apprize 
ihe confol*s^ army of the relief thai was at hand; 
The ^qui were npt a little amazed, when they 
few tfiemfdves between two enemies, but ftill more ^ 
when they pcfrceived Cincinftatui rfiaking the 
ftrongeft entrenchments beyond them, to prevent 
their efcape, and cnclofing them as they had ^nclof- 
ed the conful. Yo prevent this, a furfous combat 
enfiied ; biit the ^qui being attiicbed on both fides,' 
'and unable to refift or fly, begged a ceflktion of 
arms. THey. offered the dilator hi» own ternas i he 
gavethem'their lives; but obliged t^hem, intoken of 
fervitude, to pafs under the yoke, which was two 
fpears-fet tr^wght-, and another at rofs, in the formr 
of a gallows, beneath which the vanquiihed were to 
marcte. Their captains and generals he made prf- 
foners of war, being referved to adorn his triumph. 
As for the plunder ot* the enemy's camp, that he 
gave entirely up to Iti* own foldiers, without re- 
ferving any part for himfelf, or permitting ihofe of 
the delivered array to have a (hare. Thus, hwmg 
rcfcucd a Roman army from inevitable deftruSion, 
havings defeated a poweiful enemy, having taken 
and tomfied their crty, and, ftill more, having re- 

fuCed 
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ftjfed any part of the fpoil, -he reftgned his^ dii^ator-^' 
fhip, after having enjoyed it but, fourteen; days* 
The fenate would have, enriched him, but -he de* 
dined their pcofFers, chufing to retire once mor^ 
to his'farnn and his cottage^ content with tempe- 
rance ana fame. 

But thi^repofefrom foreign invafion did not lefTerv- 
the tumirits of the city within. The\GJamburs for 
the Agrarian law ftilt epntinotd, anji ftill more 
fiercely, when Siccius Dentatus, a. plebeian, adi-, 
vanced in yearsi^^-but of an adnfkable pe.rfen ^^dnni- 
litary deportment, came forward to enumer^t-^ hisi 
hardfhips and his merits. This old foldier made na 
feruple of extolling the various atchievements of his 
youth, but indeed his Merits fi/pported often tation^ 
He had ferved his country in the wa^rs forty yearf ^- 
he, bad been an offieer.ihijrty, firft a c^nfiiriott^, *^iid^ 
then a tribune ; he had fought one- handr«4 atick^ 
twenty battles ; in which, by the fprcc of his finglc- 
arm, he h^d faved a ftiultitude of lives :-hehad gain-*- 
€d fourteen civic, three mural, and eight goldcoj 
crowns, befides ei^htj[-three chains, fiiJ^y bracclefeV^ 
eighteen gilt fpears, a«d twenty-three hcfrfe-tra|)^ 
pings,, whereof nine were for killing the enemy iiv* 
fingle combat : moreover, he had received forty-five^ 
wounds,, all before, and none behind.^ Thefe were- 
his honours ; yet, notwithftanding all this, he had 
never received any (hare of ihofe lands Which were 
won from the enemy; but continued' to draw on a 
life of poverty and contempt, while othi^r?? were pof- 
fefled of thofe very territories* which his valour had* 
won, without any merit to deferve them, or ever 
having contributed to the conqueft. A cafe of fe 
much hardftiip had a ftrong effeA upon the multi-- 
tude; they unanimoufly demanded,.- that the law 
might be paffed, and that fuch merit Ihpuld not go 
unrewarded. It was in vain that fome of the fena-- 
tors rofe up to fpeafc againfl it,, their voices were: 

dFOwneA' 
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drowned by the cries of the people. When rcafon, 
therefore could no longer be heard, paflion, as 
ofual, fwcceeded ; and the young patricians running 
furioufly into the throng, broke the balloting urns, 
and difperfed the multitude that offered to oppofc 
them. For this they were fbme time after fined by 
the tribunes, but their refolution, neverthcrefs, for the 
t>refcnt put off the Agrarian Iaw» 
■ 

e H A P. xn. 

From the creation of the Decemviri totheextinSioiT 

r/ . of that office, 

/qp - [U. C.302.J 

/ JL HE commonwealth of Rome had now for near 
fixty years been flu^ating between the conlcndingf 
orders that compofed it, till at length, each fide, as 
if weary, were willing to rehire a while from thef 
mutual exertions of their claims. The citizens^ 
BOW, therefore, of every rank, began to complain of 
the arbitrary decifions of their magiflrates, and wifli- 
ed to be guided by a written body of laws; which ' 
being known, might prevent wrongs as well as pu- 
oiih^them. In this, both the fenate and the people 
concurred, as hoping that fuch laws would put an 
end to the commotions that fo teng had harraiffed the 
ftate. It was thereupon agreed, that ambaffadors 
fliould be fent to the ^Greek cities in Itafy, and to 
Athens, to bring home fuch hrws from th^ce, as bv 
experience had been found mod equkable and ufefui. 
For this purpofe, three fenators, Pofthumus, Sulpi- 
cius, andManlius, were fixed upon, and gallies af- 
figned to convoy them, agreeable to the majefty of 
the Roman people.* While they were upon this 
eommiffion abroad, a dreadful plague depopulated 
the city at home, and fupplied the interval of their 
abftiicc with other anxiety than that of wifhes for 

their 
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their return. In about a year the plague ce^iferf, and 
the ambaffadors returaed, bringing home a bedy of 
laws coUcded from the moft civilized flates or 
Greece and Italy, which being afterwards formed in- 
to ten tables^ and two more being ^dded, madis thjlt 
celebrated code, called the laws of the 7\vdve Ta? 
ble»>many fragments of which remain to' this day. 

Th^ ambafladors were no fooner returned, than 
Ihe tribunes required, tha( a body of men fbould be 
chofen to digeft their new laws into proper form, and 
to give weight to the execution of them. After long 
debates whe^ther this choice fhould not be partly made 
from the people as well as the Patricians^ it was at 
laft agreed that ten of tijie principal fenators fhoii>kl 
be ele^d, ^hofe power continuing for a year^ 
fhould beequal to tbatof kings and confulr, and that . 
without any appeal: The perfons chofen were, 
Appius dnd Genutius, who had been eleded conTuls 
for the enfiiingyearj Pofthumius, Suipiciiis, and 
Manltusy the three ambaffadors ; Sexttis^^aod Romu- 
lus, former cpnfub; with Ju'lius, Veturias, and Ho- 
ratius fenators of the firft coniideration. Thus the 
whole conftiturion of the ftate at oiice took a new 
form, and a dreadful experimem was going to be tri-* 
ed, of governing one nation, by laws formed from 
the panners and cuftoms of another. 

The decemviri being now in veiled with abfc^liite 
power, agi-eed to take the reins of government by 
turns, and that each (hould difpcrfe juftice for a day. 

Thefe magiftrate5,for the firft year, wrought with 
extreme application :. and their work being hoiflied, 
it was expcded that rhey would be contented to give 
up their offices ; but having known the charms of 
power, they were now unwilling to rcfign it : they 
therefore pretended that fome laws were.ytt wanting 
to complete their dcfigjr, and entreated the fenate for 
a coniirtuance of iheiiv offices;, to which tliatbody 
a (Ten ted.. 

But 
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But ^hey foon threw off the mafk of moderation, 
and regartUefs either of the approbation of the fenate 
.or the people, refdved to continue themfclves 
a^ainft all order, in the decemvirate.A condud fo 
notorious produced difcontents, and thefe were as 
fure to produce frelh afts of tyranny. The city was 
become almod a defert, with refpeft to all who had 
any thing to iofe, and the decemvirs rapacity was 
tj>en only difcoi^tinued, when they wanted frelhob- 
jc^s toeftercife it upon. In this ftalc of flavery, pro- 
icriptton, and mutual diftrufi, not' on« citizen was 
ibund taftrike for his country V freedom ; thefe. ty* 
rants continued to rule ^vithout control, being con- 
ftantiy guarded, not with their lidors alone, but a nu- 
merous croM^d of dependants, clients^ and even patri* 
cians, whom their vices had confederatedroundthem. 

In this gloomy fttuation of the date, the Mqui and 
Volfci, thofe conftant jenemics of the Romans, un* 
dertook their iricurrione, refolved to profit by the in- 
teftine diviisol3S of the people, and advanced within 
about ten miles of Rome. 

But the decemviri being put in pofleilion of all the 
military as well as of the civil power, divided their 
army into three parts ; whereof one continue^ with 
Appius in the city, to keep it in awe j the other two 
were commanded by his colleagues, and were led, 
one againft the ^^i, and the otiier againft the Sar 
bines. The&oman foldiersJiad now got into a me- 
thod of puniihtng the generals whom they difliked, by 
fufl^ring themfclves to be vanquiih'ed in the field. 
They put it In pra^ice upon this Qccafion, and 
(hamefui^ abandoned their camp iipon the approach 
of the enemy. "Mev^er was the news of a viftory more 
joyfully received at Rome, than the tidings of this 
defeat ; the generals^ a$ rs always the cafe, were 
blamed for the treachery of their itten:; fome demand- 
ed that they (hould be depofed, c^htrs cried out for 
a dilator to lead the troops to cpnqujeft.^ but amo;^ 
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the reft, old Siccius Dentatus, the tribune, fpokc 
his fentiments with his ufual opennefs; and treating 
the generals with contempt, ftiewed all the faults of 
their difcipline in the carap, and their condu^in the 
field. Appius, in the mem tirhc, was not rerrMfs in 
obferving the difpofition of the people. Dentatus m 
particular was marked out for vengeance, 'and, under 
pretence of doing him,particular honour, he was ap- 
pointed legate, and put at the head of thefupplies 
which were fent from Rome, to reinforce the army. 
The office of legate was hoid ftcred among the Ro- 
mans, as in it were united the^AUthorjtyof a general, 
with the revereiu:e due to thife priefthood. Dentatus, 
BO way fttfpefting his dcfign, went to the camp with 
alacrity, where he was received with all the external 
marks of refpeS. But the generals foon found means 
of indulging their defire of revenge. He was ap- 
pointed at the head of an hundred meritogo and exa- 
mine a more commodious place for eircampmetit, as 
he had very candidly affurtd the commanders,- that 
their prefent fituation was wrong; The foldiers, 
however,- who were given as his attendants, were 
affaflins ; wretches who hid long been minifters of 
the vengeance of the decemviri, and who now engag- 
ed to murder him, though with a4l thofe appreheur 
fions, which his reputiation^ as he was called the Ro- 
man Achilles, might be fuppofed to infpire; With 
thefe defignsthey led him from the way into the hol- 
low bofom of a retire<l mountain, where they began 
to fet upon him fcom behind. Dentatus now loo 
late perceived the treachery oiF thfe decemviri, ^nd was 
refolvcd to fell hi^ life as deaYly as he could; he 
therefore put his bacKto a rock^ and defended him- 
felf againft thofe who preffed itioft clofely. Though 
now grown old, he had ftlH the remains of his for- 
mer valour, and kiWed nd lefs than fifte^ft 6f the af- 
failants, and ^^irclttftded* thirty with his oWrt hand. 
The liffMEns no'^r thcrefoft, terrified at hi^ amazing 

bravery. 
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iravery, fliowered in tl^eir javelins upon hhn at 
a diftance, dl which he received in his ihield with 
•ondaunted refolufion. Th« combat, though fo un- 
equal in numbers, was naanaged for fome time with 
doubtful fiiccefsy till at length his aiTailants be- 
thought themiielves of afccnding the. rock, againft 
-which he flood, and thus poured down ^ones upon 
him from abov«. This fucceeded ; the old fddier- 
fell beneath their united efforts, after having (hewn 
by his death, that he owed it to his fortitude, and 
nDt his: fortune^ that Ire had come off fo many times 
viaorious. -The decemviri pretended to join in the 
general 4brrow:forfo Brave a man, and decreed him 
a faneral with the firft military honours; butthe 
greatnefs of their apparent diftrefs, compared whh 
their own hatred, only rend^ed th^m ftill more 
<!ete(lable to the people. 

But a tranfaOiionilill more atrocious than the for- 
mer, fervedto infpirc the citizens witha refolution to 
break all raeaferes of obedie:nce, and at lift to reftore 
freedom. ApptuR, who fliH remained at Rome, fitting 
onedayonhistribun»ltotdiff)erifefuftice, fawamaid- 
-en of exquifite beauty, and iged about fifteen, pafling- 
to one of the public fch©ols, attended by a matron, 
'her nurfe. The,charms of this damfel, heightened 
by all- the innocence, of virgin modefty, caught hb 
atteuticur, and fired his heart. The day following, 
asihepafled, he found her ftill more beautiful than 
before^ and hi« breaft Hi II iBorC/enflamed. He now 
therefore refolved *o obtain the gtatifictrtion of his 
' paffioiT,.iwha*eyer fhcruld be the«co»fequeif»C€, and 
found means to inform himfelf of the virgin's name 
a!tad family. Her name was Virginia. She Was the 
daughter 6f Virginius*, a centurion, then with the 
army in the -field, and had been contrafted to Icilius, 
formerly a trrbune of the people, who had agreed to 
- jnarry her attheend of the prefent campaign. Appius, 
at firft, rcfdvcd to break this match, and to efpoiife 

her 
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her Irtmfelf ; but the laws of the Twelve Tables Had 
(orbidden the patricians to intermarry with the ple-» 
beianSy atid he could not infringe thcfe, as he was 
tte enaftor of thcmi. Noth<ng therefore remained 
but a crimiBal enjoyment, . which, as he was long 
ufed to tli« indulgence of bis paflions, iic refolvcd to 
obtain. After having vainjy tried to corrupt the fide* 
lity of her nurfe, he h^ recourfe to another expe* 
dient, dill more guilty. He pitched upoa one Clau* 
dius, whq had long beeatheminiiVer of his pleafures, 
to aflert the beautiful tnzid was his flai^e, and to refer 
the caule to his tribunal {or decHion« Claudius be- 
haved exadly according to his inftruAions^.for en* 
tering into the fchool, where Virginia was piaj^ng 
among her female companions, he fetzed upon her as 
his property, and was going to drag her away by 
force, but was {prevented by the people drawn to- 
gether by her cries. At length, after the firff heat 
of oppofition was over, he led the weeping virgin ro 
the tribunal of Apptus, and there plaufiWy expofed 
his pretenfioQs. He ailerted that ihe was bora in 
his boufe, of a f/emale flave, who fold , her to the 
%vifc of Virginius^ who had been barren, ^bat he 
Ifad feveral credible evidences to prove the truth of 
what he feid ; but that, untii they could come to- 
gether, it was but reafonable, the flave (hould be 
ikiivered into his cuftody, being her proffer nrafter. 
Appius feemed to be ftruck with the ju(ltc€of his 
claims ; He obferved, that if the reputed father him- 
felf weri6 prcfcnt, he rhiglit indeed be willing tode^ 
lay the delivexy of the maiden for fome lime, but 
that It was not lawful forhim, inthe preient cafc,'to 
detain her from her lawful rhafter. He therefore ad- 
judged hef to Claudius, as his flave, lo be kept by 
him till Virginius (hould^be able to prove his pater- 
nity. This fentence was received with Imid da- 
jfnours and reproaches by the multitude^ the womca 
ia particular cam«-round the innoc-ent Virginia, as 
i if 
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if willing to proteQ her from the judge's fury ; white 
Icilius, her lover,, boldly ^oppofed the decree, a«id 
•obhged Claudius to lake refuge under the tribunal of 
the decemvir. All things now threatened an open in- 
furreSion, whcti Appius, fcaring the event, thought 
proper to fufpend his -judgment till the arrival of 
Vigi«iu5, who was then about eleven miles from. 
Rome, with the army. THe day following wai 
fixed for the trial ; and, in the fncan time, Appius^ 
fent letters to the generak to cx>nfine Virginias, a& 
his arrival in town might only fcrve to kindle fedi*» 
tiofl among the people. Thefeleiters, however, were- 
intercepted by^ecentnirion's fHendSyWho fent bina> 
down a full relation c^. the crime laid againft the li* 
-berty and the lioflour of his oi^y ^^tugliter. Virgi- 
Tiius upon this pretending ;t he death of a near, rela- 
tion, got permiiHon to leav^ the camp, and flew to 
Rome, infpired with indignatif)n and reveage^ Aq- 
cordingly, the next day he appeared before the tri-^- 
l)unal^ to the aftonifbni^nt cj AppixMf, l^iadiag his; 
weeping daughtex by the h^nd,, Wft^.habit^il. in the, 
deepeft mourfting.r ClattiiiBs^the tcc|ifer,:wa$.aif(i. 
there, and^beg^an. by making, his -demand. ^ Yiirgini^ 
us nextXpokc. in tprn; he.rfprefente^ ttat his wife 
had mapy children ;^that flije ]bad,T^een feen ju^egnant. 
by numbers ; tha,t|«tf he.had intentions of adopting » 
ftippofititioQs child, he would have ^xed upon si boy. 
rather than a girl ; ;that it was,.notprious to all^ that 
his wife.had herfelf fiickjed her ow|i diildij and tha»l 
it was furpw!Z»ing fuch;a daiiTi ihquld be ,fjpw revi Vi- 
ed, after a iSfteen .y^^rs <liiconUpu;iBC€;.i While 

£Hrn aifyX^iFginia ftood 
looks of perfuafive inno*' 
lis rempnflrancev. The- 
Sed of the hardfliip of his 
It he laid nwght havedan- 
Ititude, intennpted him, 
iffipiently iaftru&ed in tiles' 
merits 
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iticrits of the caufe. ** Yes,** fays he, *' my con* 
^ ** fcicnce obliges me to declare, that I myfclf am a 
" witnefe to the truth of thetlepofition ot Claudius. 
** Mod of this affembly know that I was left |uar- 
«* dian to this youths and I was very early apprized, 
•'^ that he had a irtght to this yxmng woman ; but the 
^* affairs of^ the public, and the diflfeniions of the 
'* people, then pi^yented me doing him juftice, 
•^ However, it is not now too late ; and, by the 
•^ power veiled in me for the pubfic good, I adjudge 
** Virginia to be the property of Ciaudius, the plain- 
^* tiff. Go, therefore, liftors, diff^erfe the multi- 
** tude, and rifake room for a mafter to rcpoflefs 
«« himfelf of his flave.'^ 'the lidort, in obedience t© 
his command, foondroyeoffthe throng that prelT- 
ei round the tribunal ; and now they feixed upon 
Virginia, and were delivering h^r up into the hands 
of Cbiidiiis, when Vii!|^iiiiis, who found that alt 
was over, feemcd to ai:<}iite(€e in the fentence. He 
therefore miidty intreated Apptiis to be permitfed to 
take a laft fareweS c>f one wtiom he had long confi* 
4ered as hrs chik^ an^, fo fatisfieif, be would return, 
to his dtttv with frefh alacrity^ With this the decem- 
vir complied, but upon coomtion that their endear- 
ments (hoiild pais in his preien^e. Virgioiui, with 
the moft poignant aogaim, took his ainnoil expiring 
dat^hter in his arms, for^awhik fnpportcd her head 
itppn hU breaft, and wiped away the tears that rolled 
jdbwn her loveW tiiagej; and happening t# be near 
tbe (hops that furrounde^ theTonim, he fnatched tip 
a knife that lay on the (hambles, and addreinng his 
daughter, *• My icareft, loft child,^ cried he, « this^ 
♦* this aion^can preferve your honour and your frec- 
*• dom.'' So faying, he buried thfc weapon in ber 
breaft, and then holding it up^ reeking with the 
blood of bis daughter, ♦* Apphis,** he criecfi '* by 
•• this blood of innocence, I devote thy head to the 
? infernal god»." Thua fayingj with the bloody 
^: knife 
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knife in h» hand, and threatening xleftruSion to 
whomfoever (hould oppofe him, he ran through the 
city, wildly calling upon the people to ftrike for 
fireedom, and from thence went.to the camp in or- 
der to fpread a like fls^me through the army. 
>vHe no (boner arrived at the camp, followed by a 
xfumber of his friends, but he informed the army of 
all that was done, dill holding the bloody ktiife ia 
his hand. He aiLed their pardon, and the pardoa 
of the gods, for having committed 10 rafii an aftion, 
bat afcribed it all to the dreadful neceffity of the 
times. The army, already, prcdifpofed, ioiraali- 
ately with ihouts echoed their approbation, and de- 
camping, left their generals behind, to take their 
fiatipn once more upon mount Aventine, whither 
ihcy bad retired about forty years before. The 
oth^ army which had been to oppofe the Sabines^ 
fiptmed to feel a like refentment,, and camj: over ia 
targe parties to join them. 

Appius, in the mean time, did all he could to 
quell the difiufbances in the city; but-finding the 
tumult incapable of controul, and percetvigg that 
bt5 mortal enemies, Valerius, and Horatius, were 
the moft zQivt in oppofition, at firft attempted to 
find fafety by flight ; neverthelefs, being encourag- 
ed by Oppius, who was one of his colleagues, he 
rentured toaflcmblethe fenate, aild urged the pu* 
ni&meot of all deferters..The fenate, however, were 
far from giving him the relief he fought for ; they 
forefaw the dangers and miieries tbzt threatened the 
ftaie^ in cafe of oppofing the incenfed arnw ; thejr 
therefore difpatchedmeirepgers to them, offering to 
reAore their former mode or government. To thi( 
pippoiM all tbe people joyndly aflfented, and the 
army gkdiy obeyed, now returning to the city, if 
not with the enfigns, at leaft with the pWafure, of a 
triumphant entry. Appius and Oppius, one of his 
cdleaguea. both died by their own hands in prifon, 
^ D z The 
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TTie other eight decem<?irs w^nt-lnto voftintary €jf* 
iie ; and Claudius, the pretended mafter «# Vir^ 
ginfa, was driven out after them. ' 

In thfe mean time,.thefe iriteftine^inWol^s produ^i 
ed weaknefs within the ftiit^j arid confidence ii^ th€ 
^nemy abroad. The wats •yCrifh the ^qui and 
Volfci ftill continued, anrf, as each year foitte tri^ 
ffing advantages We^e obtained oVer the Romans^ 
they, at laf^, adyanced ib for, as to niake their in* 

U ^C ^"^^^^"^ ^9 '^^ ^^^y ^^^^ ^ 'Rome. Bftt hot 
^^ ' the courage only of the Rortansfeeriied dimi- 
3^* niflied by thefe conqtreftsj but theffr pthertif- 
tues 2ilfo, particularly their juftice. About thi^ tbne^ 
the inhabitants vof two iieighbouring cities, Ardea 
and Arlcia^ had a conteft between themfelves, about 
fome lands that had long been claimed by bothi At 
length being unable to agree, they referred it td^tfie 
' .fenate^nd the people of Rome. The fehiate had yet 
fome of the principles ofprimitiTe juftice remain- 
ing, and refuftd to determine th^ difpute. -But the 
people readily undertook the decifioft ;• and one 
Scaptius, an 6id,man, declaring, that thefe very Jahdi 
of righ^ belonged to Rome, fhey hnmedmtely vot-*- 
ed themfelves to be the l^al pofleff6ij8, ancj fent 
home the former litigants, thoroughly convinced of 
iheir own folly, and xjffthe Roman iniuftice. 

The tribunes tiow grew more turbulent, they pro* 
pofed two laws ; one to pemtit plebeians to intertnar- 
ry with patriciahs ; and the'dther^ to permit them to 
be admitted to the confuKhip ^Hb. Theicnatbrs re- 
ceived thefe prbpofats witKindignation, an^d Ibemed 
refolved to tlndergo the utpibft extremities, rather 
than fubmit to eftaft them. However,- binding their 
refiftance only encreafe the commotions of tte Ssikte^ 
they, at laft, conlented tib pafsthe la^ concerning 
marriages, hopine that this <!onceffibn would iktis^ 
the people. But the]r ^ere to be appeafed but for a 
very fliort time ; for returniitg to their oM cttftom of 
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ryiifing to enttft upon the approach of an cpemy, the 
coofuU were forced 10 hold a private conference withr 
tlfte chief of. the fcnate; where, after many debates, 
CJaiuUus propofed an expedient, as the mod proba- 
We ttieans of fatisfytng the people in the prefent 
conjttn£lure. This was, to create fix or eight gover- 
nors in the Toorti of con fuls, whereof, one half, at 
feaft^ fliould be patricians. This projefl, which 
WA's^- m hdty granting what the people demanded,- 
pleafed the whole meeting; and it wasagreed, that 
at the next public meeting of the fenate, the confuk 
Aiouki, contrary to their nfualcuilom^ begin by dik- 
ing the opinion of the youngeft fenator. Upon af- 
fembtingthe fenate,one of thetribunes accufedtheat 
ef holding fecret meetings, and man aging dangerous 
defigns againfi the p eopfe;. Theconfuls, on the other 
hand,^a^verred their innocence ; and, to deraoaftrate 
tteir finceiity, gave any of tfae younger meaibers of 
the lioafe Jeave to propound their opinions. Thefo 
fcfldaining iilent, &ch of the older ienatora as were 
knowH to be popiriar, began by obferviitg, that the 
people ought to b^ indulged m their reqpefi, that 
Bone fo weUdeferved powej*, as thofe who vt^rc moft 
inftrunrKntal in gaining it ; and that the city could 
■oc he free until all' were reduced to perfeQ equality* 
Claudius fpoke next ; aiid broke out into hitler in-r 
vedtves agaif^ the people^ afierting, that it was his 
•pinion that the law ihouki not pa£. This produc* 
ed fome difturbance among the plebeians \ at length, 
Genutius propofed, as had been preconcerted, that 
fix governorB (hould be annually chofen, with con- 
fijlar authority, three from the fenate, and three from 
the people ; arid that when the time of their magi- 
ftracy ihould be expired, then it would be feen whe- 
ther they fhonid have the fame office continued, or 
whether the eonfuUhip (boukl be eftaUiflied upon its 
former footing. This projeft was eagerlv embraced 
by the peofJe ; yet fo fickk were the multimdc, that 
D 3.. , though 
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thougli many of the plebeians (lood^ the choice whof* 
ly fell upon the patricians, who offered themfelves as 
TT Q candidates. Thefe new magiftrates wtrt 

' * Galled MiKtary Tribunes ; they were at firft 
^ ' Iwt three, afterwards they were encrcaicd to 
four, and at^ length to fix. They had the power and 
cnfigiis of confuls, yet that power being dnrtded a- 
fnong a number, each ftngly was of leis authority. 
The firft that was chofen, onty contintied in pffice 
about three months, the aug»rs having found ibme* 
thing amifs in the ceremonies of their eleQton. * 

The military tribunes being depofed, the confuls ^ 
t>nce.more came into office; and, in order to lighten 
♦he weight of bufinefs which they were obliged to 
feftain, a new office was ereded ; namely, that of 
Cenfors, to be chofen every fifth year. Their bofi- 
nefs was to take an eftimate of tl^ msmbevand ef^ 
tates of the peopte, and todiftribute:tbe0i into their 
proper chif^s; to infpe£t into the Kves and man- 
ners of their fellow-citixens ; to degrade fenatort 
for miPcondafl ; to difmotmt knights, and to turn 
A>wn ple^ians from their tribes into an tnfertor, is 
cafe of mifdemeanon The two firft cenfors were 
Papirius and Semprenius, both patricians; and 
from this order they coiitini>ed lo be ekded fov 
near an hundred yearsw 

This new creation ferverf to reftore peace for (bme 
time among the orders ;. and a triumph gamed ovev 
the Volfciians by Geganius the confnt, added to the 
vniverlal fatisfadion that feigned among the people^ 

This calm, however, was but of fhort continue 
*j Q ance ; for, (bme time after, a famine preffing 

• • hard upon the poor,, the »fiial compfaimts a* 
^'3* • gainft the rich were renewed f and thefe, as 
before, proviag ineffedual, produced new feditions^ 
The confuls were aceufed of ncgfcd, in not having 
feid in proper quantities of corn ; they, however, diH 
regarded thf murmurs of the'populacc, content with 
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exertfflg all their care in ancmpts to fupjply the 
preffiDgnecefliti.es. But thoujgh they did all that 
couM 6c expeQed from aSive magiftrates, in pro* 
vidrng and diftributi'ng provifions to the poor j yet 
Spurios Maelhis, a rich knight, who had purchafcd 
up all the com ef Tufcany, by far outih'one them in 
liberality. This dextiagoguey enffanaed with a^ feoret 
delrre of becoming powerful by the contentions iii 
the ftate, dillributed corn in^reat quantities among 
the poorer fort each day, till his houfe became the 
aiylum of all fuch as wifticd to exchange A Kfe of 
labour for one of laty dependance. When he had 
thus gained a fufficient number of partizians,. he pro^ 
cured large quantities of arms to be brought into his 
houfe by night, andformed a confpiracy,, by which' 
he was to obtain the command, wHile fomc of the 
tribunes, whom he had found' means to corrupt, 
•wcr^ to aQ under him,, in- feizing upon the liberties 
of his country. Kfinucius foon difcovered'the plot, 
and infiorming the fenate thereof, they immediatWy 
formed a refolution of creating adiQator, whofhould 
have the power of quelling rhe confpiracy, without 
appealing to the people. Cincinnatus, who was now 
eighty years old, was cRofen orice more to refcue 
his country from impending danger; He began 
by fummoning Mselius to appear; who refufedtb 
obey. He next fent Ahala-, the matter 6f his horfe, 
to force him; who meeting Kiin in the Forum ^ aHo* 
prefling Maelius to follow him to the diSfttor's tri^ 
bunai, upon his refufal, Ahala killed him upon the 
fpot. The diSator applauded the refolution of his; 
ofEcer, and coshmanded the confpirator's goods to 
be fold,, and his houfe to be demoliihed^ diflributing 
bis ftores among the j)cople^ ' 

The tribunes of the people were much enraged at 
the death of Mselius; and, in order to pimifli the 
fenate at the next eleftion^ inftead of coniuls, infill- 
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U ^ €d upon rcftoring thcif, milUary tribunes*. 
. * • Wtth this, the fenate were obliged to com- 
ply. The next year, however, the govern- 
ment returned to its ancient channel^ and confuk, 

y^ were chofcn. ^ 

y^^./'^'ihe Vcians bad long bcen^ the rivafe. of Rome ;, 
they had ever taken the opportunity of its internaf. 
diftrefles, to rayagc its territories, iand had €vea' 
threatened it« ambafladors, fent to complain of tbefe 
injuries, with outrage. I fefeemed* now therefore de- 
termined,, that thexity of Vcii, whatever it fliould: 
tody was to fall ; and the Romans- accordingly late, 
regularly down before it, prepa,red for a long and: 
painful refiftance. The ftrength of the place may 
be inferred from the continuance of thcfiege, whica 
lafted foi- ten years ;, during which timc^ the aroiy 
continued encamped round it, lyin^, iil winter, un- 
der tents, made of the ikins of beafls^ and in fiun- 
mer, driving on the operationls of tlie attack. Vari- 
ous was the luccefs, and many were the commanders 
.' that direded the fiege ; fometimes all the befiegers 
works were deftroyed^ and many of their men cut. 
off by falKes from4he town ; fometimes they were 
annoyed by an army oT Veians, who attempted ta 
bring affifiance from without. A fiege fo bloody^, 
feemed to^reaten depopulation to Rome itfelf, by- 
draining its forces continually away; To that a law 
was obliged to be made, for atl the batchelors to» 
marry the widows of the (pldiers who were flaln. In 
order to carry it on with greater vigour, Purius Ca* 
' roillus was created diSator, and tp himwasentruft- 
ed the fole power of managing the Fong protraQed 
war. Camtllus^ who, without intrigue or any (blli- 
citation, had raifed himfelf to th^ hrfl emrnence ia 
the ftate, had been made one of the ecnfors fome 
time before, and was confidered as the head of that 
office ; he was afterwardl made a ihilltary tribune,, 

- and' 
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and had in this pod gained fcveral advantages over 
tfee enemy. It was his great courage and abilities in 
the ahove offices, that madfe him thought moft wor- 
thy to ferve his country on this preffing occafion. 
Upon his appoiiftmerit, numbers of the people flock- 
ed to his ftandard^ confident of fuccefs under fo expe- 
rienced a commandfer. Confcious, however, that 
he was unable to take the city by ftorm, he fecretly 
vTfOught a mine into it, whh vaft labour, which 
opened into the midft of the citadel. Gertain thus 
of fuccefs, and binding the city incapable of relief,, 
he fent to the fenate, defiring, that all who chofe 
to fha^re in the plunder of Veii, fliould immediately 
repiair to the atmy. Then giving his men direflions^ 
how to enter at, the breach, the city was inftantly * 
filled with his legions, to the amazement and con- 
cern ation of the bcfieged, who, but a moment be-^ 
fore, had reded in perfcft fecurity. Thus, like a 
-fecond Troy,* was the city of Veii taken, after a 
t^n yearsfiege; and, with its fpo.ils Enriched the con- 
q«erors; while Gamillus hinfifelf, 'tranfported with 
the honour of having fubdued the rival of hi?^ native 
aty, triumphed afttr the manner of thef kings of* 
Rome, having hischariot drawn by four milk-white* 
hbrfes ; . a diftmSibn which did not fail to dilguft the 
majority of the fpeftators, as they confrdered thofe 
as facred, and more proper for doing honour to their 
gods th^n their generals. ^ 

His ufual good foTttmc attended Gamillus In an- 
ther eipeditign againft the Falifci; he routed their 
army, .and befieged their eapital city Falerii, which ^ 
threatened a long and vigorous rcfitlance. The re- 
du3ion of this little place would have been fcarce 
worth mentioning in thisfcanty page, were it not for 
aft aftion of the Roman general, tl)3t has done him ^ 
more credit -with pofterity, than all' his other tri- 
umphs united. A fchool-mafter, who had the care of/ 
tfce children belonging to the principal men of the ^ 
D 5> cityi, 
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city,,hav«jg:foun/d!means tp decoy them mto the Ro^ 
man camp, offered to put them into, the hands^ ot 
Camillus, as the iureft means of indu^mg the citi-* 
zens to a fpecdy furrcndeu. The general was ftruck 
with the treachery of a wretch, whofe duty it was to- 
proteft innocence,, and not to betray k^ihe for fome 
' time regar<led the traifor with a ftern air, but at laft 
finding woods^. ^^ E&ecraj>ie vtUain^'^' cried the noble 
Roman, ** offer thy abominable, propolals to crea- 
*• tures, lite thyfclf^ and not to me; what thougb 
•* we be: the enemies of your city^ yet there are na— 
^ tural ties that bind ail mankind^ which fhould 
'^ never be broken t there are duties required fronii 
** usinwar,. as wrellasin^eace: wefightnotagainfl^ 
«* an age of inpocence,, but againft men ;. irien who 
•* have ufed us ill indeed, but yet,,whofe crimes are: 
•* virtues,, when compared to thine. Apiinft fuch* 
•* bafe* arts,, let it be my duty to ufe only Romans 
" arts,^thc acis of valour and of arras." So faying,, 
he immediately ordered him. to be ftript, his hands- 
tied behind him^ and, in th>t ignominious manner^ 
to be whipped into the town by his own Icholars.. 
This generous behaviour in Gamillus effefted? more 
than his arras copld do v the magiftcates of the town: 
immediately fobmitted to the fenate, leaving to. 
Carnillus the conditions of therr furrender,, who^ 
only, fined, them afum of money to fatisfy his army,, 
and received them under the prx)teQnon and into- 
the alliance of Rome. 

Notwtthftandtng the veneration whicB^t He virtues^ 
of Camtlhis had ex-cited abroad, they feenxd but lit- 
tle adapted'to bring over the rcfpefl: of the turbulent 
tribunes at home, astheyraifeAioinefrefliaccufation. 
againfl: him every day.. Tq the charge of being am 
oppofer of their intended-migration from Rome to* 
Veii,.they added.that of his^ having concealed. a part 
of the plunder of that city,. particuTarly two brazem 
gates,.for his own ufe,,andi«pponHedihim a day, on, 
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which to appear before the people. Gamfllut find- 
ing the mukitudeexalperated a^ainllhim upon many 
accounts, detefting their ingratitude, refolved not to 
-wait the ignominy of a trial: but^embracing his wife 
and children, prcto^red to depart from Rome. He: 
had already paifed as far as one of the gates, unat- 
tended, on his way, and unlamented.. There he 
coiild fupprefs his indignation no longer, but turn^ 
ing his face to the Capitol, and lifting up his handr 
to Heaven^ entreated all the Gods^.that his^puntry 
might one day be fenfible of theirinjuftice and ingra- 
titude ; and fo faying, he pad forward to take renige 
>t Ardea, a town at alittlediftancefrom^bme, where 
he afterwards leared, that be had been fined fifteen 
hundred afles by the tribunes at home. 

The tribunes; were not a. little pleafed with their 
triumph over this great man ^ but they foonhad rea- 
fon to repent their injuftice, and to wifli for the af- 
fiftance of one, who alone washable to proteft their 
country from ruin. For now a more terrible and 
redoubtable enemy began to make its appearance,, 
than the Romans had evtr yet encounteredi The 
Gauls, a barbarous nation, had about two centuriet 
before made an irruption from beyond the Alps, and: 
fettled in the northern parts of Italy. They had been 
invited-over by the delicioufnefs of the wines, and' 
the foftnefs ot the climate. Wherever they came^l 
they difpofleft the original inhabitants, as they were 
men of fuperior courage, extraordinary ftatiire, fierce, 
in afpe£^, barbarous in their manners,, and prone to^ 
emigration. A body of theft, wild fi-om their ori- 
ginil habitations,, were now befiegihg Clufiiim, a, 
city of Etruria, und^r the cpndudof Brennus,,th^ir. 
>tng. The inhabitants oLClnCium, frightened at( 
their numbers, and ftilftnore at their fayageappearo*^ 
ance, entreated the afiiftance,or,at Jeaft; the media*- 
tion of the'RooUuif. The fenafe, who h'ad lon^ 
made it a maxim, neverto refufe fuccour to^thc 

••; ' diftrefled,; 
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diftreffcd, were wtltin?, previoufly to Tend ambaffa- 
dors to the Gauls, to diffuade them from their enter- 
prise, and to flies<^ the injufliceofihe irruptipa, Ac- 
cordingly, three young /enators were chpfen out of 
the fanaiiy of the Fabii, to manage the commifllon, 
who f«?emed more fitted for the field than the cabi- 
net. BrennuS received them with a degree of com- 
plaifance, that argued but little of .the barbarian j and 
defiring to know the butihefs of their ernbafly, yras 
^fwered according to their 'jinftrii9tr%)ns, tliat it was^ 
not cuftomafy m Italy, to make a war^ but on juftr 
groutids of provocation, and that {hey defired to kno w^ 
what offence the citizens of Clufinmhadgiven to the 
Kng of the tjfauU? To this Bren'nus Hernly replied^ 
that the rights of valhuit men lay in their fwords ;. 
that the Romans therafelves had no fight to the 
many" cities they had conquered; and that he ha^ 
pirtic'ular reafon^of refentment againft the people of 
Clufium, as they refufed to part with thofe lands^ 
li^hich they had neither hands to till, nor inhabitants* 
to iaccupy. The Roman apabaflador?^ whawere but^ 
Kttle ufed to bear the fanjguage of a coiiifueror, for a^ 
while diflembledrfieirrelehtment at thishatighty re- 
ply ;,biit, upon enteriaig tlie befieged city, inftcad of 
afting as afribafladors^ and forgetful of their facr€# 
^haraaers, headej the citizens m a fally againft the 
befiegers. In this combajt, Fabius Attt&ijftHS kille<t? 
a Gaul with his own hand, ba^ waa difqovered^ 
whilfe he was defpoiline him of his armour. A con-- 
iuflt fo tinjuft apd unbecoming,, excited thej-efent- 
ment of Btennus, who^ haying piade his complaint 
by an herafd to th^ fenate, and finding no redrefs^, 
immediately broke up^the ffege,.and hiarched away 
^with his conqis^ring army direfil v to Rome-. 

The coontTies through wlrich tne Gauls paflfed, iiv* 
their rapid fjregrefs, gave up all liopes of fafety upon 
iheir approach ; being terrified^at tbeir vaft numbers^, 
die fiercenefs of their natures^.and their di'eadful pre- 

^ parations* 
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paratioris for jv^r- But the rage anji impctaofity of 
ihis wild peppje were direQed only againll Rome. 
They went on wnthout doing the leaft iiyury in their 
inarch, ftill breathing vcng'eance only agalnft the 
Romans ; ind a tficribTe engagement fobh afterenfu- 
ed, in which the Ronaans Were defeated near ihe ri- 
ver Allia, with tj>e ilofs of near forty tlioufand 
men. 

Rome, thju^s deprived of all fuccQwr, prepared for 
every eJiiremity, /'The inhabitants end^^avopred to, 
hide the^nfelvea in (ofneof the neighbouring' towns, 
or refolved tx) await the conqueror's fury^ and end 
their lives with the ruin ^ ^heir native city,. Biit, 
nriore particularly, the ancient fenators^ «nd prLeftsy 
flruck with a reiigiops entliufiafnfi, on this occafipn, 
Tefolved to devote their Hyps to atone for the crimes 
of the people, and, habited in their robes oiceremo- 
»y,4>laced ihemfelves in the Fojum, on their ivory 
chairs. The Gauk, in the mean i'lm^f were giving 
a loofe to their triumph, iq fharinjg and enjoying the 
plunder ©f the enemies camp. Had they immediate- 
ly marched to Rome upon gaininjg the viSpry, the 
Capitol itfeJf had been taken; but they continued 
two days feafting upon the fi^Id of battle^ and, with 
barbarous pleafure, exulting amidft their flaughtcr- 
ed enemies. On the thicd day after the ViQory, the 
eafinefs of which^much amazed the Gauls, Brennus 
appeared with all his forces before the city. He was 
at firtt much furpriz-ed to find the gates wide open 
tp receive him, and the walls iefengelefs; fo that he, 
began to impute the unguarded iTuiation of thepJace,^ 
to a ftratagem of the Ronians. After proper precau- 
tions he, entered^ th^,city, and marching into the 
Forum, there beheld the ancient Tenators fitting in 
their order, obferving a^profound filence, unmoved 
tnd undaunted. The Qdendid habits, the majeftlc. 
gravity^ and the vtwerabje looks of thefe old men^ 
wJm) had all, in their time, bdrne the higlieft offices of 
^ tb« 
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iHe ftate, awed the t»rbaroos enem^ into reverence ; 
thev took them to^be^he tutelar deities of the place, 
and began tO'ofier blind' adoration, tilt one, more 
forward than the reff,. pin forth his hand to ftroak 
the beard^of Fkpyrfus; a«T infult the noble Roman 
could not endure,, but Kfiing up his ivory fcepter, 
({ruck the favage to the ground. Thi^ feemed as a 
(ignal for genera^ (Taughter. Papyrius fell firft, and 
all the reft (hared his fate,^ wiihout meroy or diftinc;^ . 
tion* Thus the fierce invaders purfiied their flaugh-* 
tcr for three days fucceflively, fparmg neither fex 
ilor age,^ and then ietting;~fire to the city,, burnt eve^ 
ry houfe to the ground. 

Vj Q AH the hopes of Rome were now placed is 
^^ • the Capitol ; every thin^withoutthat fortrefs, 
^ ^' was but anextenfive fcene ofmifery, delblation, 
and defpair. Brennus firft fummoned it, with threats, 
to (urrendter, but in vain ; he then refolved to beficge 
it in form,; and hemmed it round with his army. Ne- 
verthcFefs,, the Romans repelled His attempts with 
great bravery ; defpair had Tupplied them with that' 
perfeverance and vigour, which they feemed to want 
when in profperity. 

In the mean while, Brennus carried on the (lege 
With extreme aix{6ur. He hoped; in time, to ftarve 
the garrifon into acapitufation ; but they, fen fible of 
his intent, although they were in aftual want^ cauf- 
ed feveraMoaves. to be thrown into Kia'camp, to con- 
vince him of the futility of fuch expectations. His 
hopes failing: in this, were Ibon after revived, when 
fome of his foldiers came to iiiform-bim, that they, 
had difcovcred fome foot-fleps whioh led* up to the 
rock,:and by which tkey fuppofedthe Capitol might 
Be furprifed: Accordingly, a choftn body of hii 
men were ordered by night upon this dSingerous fer- 
vice, which they with great labour and difficulty al- - 
moft eflPeaedr they were now got upon the very 
wall j^theJloman centincLwas faftaffeepf their dogs^ 

within. 
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within gave no (ignal>. and all f romifed an inftant 
viftory, when the garrifon was awaked by the gab- 
Uiflgof fome facced geefe^ that had beta kept inv 
tke temple of Juno. The bedeged foon perceived 
Ihe imniinence of their dinger, and each fnatched 
the weapon he could inftanlly find, ran taoppofe the 
aflaibnts* Manlius, a patrician of acknowledged^ 
bravei?y> was th^firft who exerted all his (frcngth^ 
and inipired courage by his example.. He boldly 
naounted the rampart,, and,, at one effort^ threw two» 
Gauls headlong down the precipice :. others fbon 
came to his aififtance,. and the walls were cleared o€ 
the enemy,.in afpace of time fhorter than that em- 
ployed in the recital. 

From this time forward, the hopes ofthe barbari- 
ans began^ to decline, and Brennus wifhed for an op- 
-portunity of railing the fi^e with credit. Hi> fol— 
diershad often conferences with- the befieged^ while 
upon duty,. and the propofak for an accommodation* 
were wi/htdfor by the sommen men^ before the: 
chiefs thought of a congrefs.- At length the com— 
manderson bothfides came toanagreement,,that the. 
Gauls fhould immediately quitthecity and'territo-: 
ries of Rome, upon being paid a thoufand ppund^ 
weight of gcJd» This agreement beiiig confirmed^^ 
hj oatbron cither fide, the gold wasbrought forth,^ 
but,, upon weighing, the Gauls attempted fraudu-^ 
lently to kick the beam,.of which the Romans com*' 
plaining^ Brennus infiiltingly calfr his fword and' 
belt into the fcale,. crying out,jhat the only portion, 
ofthe vanquifhed wa& to fuffer. By thfs repfy,, the. 
Romans faw that'they were ab the vi£lor*s mercy ;< 
and knevirit was in vain to expoftiil^te againft' any 
conditions- he fhould" be pleafed to impofe. But ia 
this very jpnSure,,and white they were thus debat- 
ing upon the payment, it was told them, that Ca- 
nullus, their old general, was at the head' of a, 
krgc arniy^, haftening to^h^r relief,, and entering^ 

the: 
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the gates of Rome. Camillu&a^uaHy appeared foon^ 
after, and -enteriog the place of controverfy, with 
the air of one who was refolved not to filfFef infipofi^ 
tion, demanded the caufe of the conteij ; of which 
being informed, he ordered the gold to b« taken and 
carried back to the Capitol, ** For it has ever been,**' 
cried he, ** the rtianner with us Romans, to ranfom 
*• oor counti'y, not witi) gold but with iron ; it is I* 
" only that am to mrake peace, as being the diftator 
*• of Rome, and my fword alone (hall porchafe rt.**' 
Upon this, a battle enfued, in which the Gauls were 
entirely routied ; and fuch a ffaaghter followed, that 
the Roman territories were fo©n cleared of their for-v 
midable invaders. Thus, was Rome, by Jth6 bravery 
oT Camillus cleared of its foes. 

The city being one continued heap of ruins, ex- 
cept the Capiiol, and the greateft number of its for- 
mer inhabitants having gone to take refuge in Veii, , 
the tribunes of the people urged for the removal of 
the poor rcmaihs of Rome to v eii, where they might 
have houfes to ihcher, and walls to defend them. ^ 
On . this occaP.on, Camillus attempted to appcafc 
them with all the arts of per faafion : obferving, that 
it was unworthy of them, .both as Romans and as- 
men, to defert the venerable feats of their anceftors^ 
v^here they had been encouraged, by repeated marks- 
of rfivine approbation, to remove and to inhabit a 
qty which they had Conquered, and which wanted' 
ev^h the good fortune of defending itfelf. By thefe 
ind fuch like remonftrances, he prevailed upon the 
people to go contefttdely to work ; and Rome foon ^ , 
began to rife from it's affies; 

We.hav^ already feen the bravery of Manlius in^ 
ilefending |he Capitol, and faving the laft remains 
of Rome. For this the people were by no mea^s 
ungrateful, having built him an hoiife near the place 
where his valour was fo confpicuous, and having ap- 
pointed him a.public fund for hi« fupport. But h*- 

afpired^ 

J' 
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afpired at being not only equal to Canailhis, but to be 
foyereign of Rome. With this view he laboured to 
ingratiate himfelf with the popuface,;paid their 
debts, and raifed at the patricians, whom he called 
their oppreffors. The fenate was not ignorant of his 
iJifconrfes or his defigns, and created Cornelius Cof- 
fus diftator, wiih a view to curb the ambition of 
ManJius. TheSiSator foon finiihcd an expedition 
againft the Volfcians, by a-viaoryj and upon his 
return, called Manlius to an account, for his con- 
iJu^t. Manlius, however, was too mncb the dar- 
ling of the popiilacc, to be affefied by the power of 
Coflus, who was obliged to lay down his office, and 
^anlius was carried from confinement in triumpli 
through the city. This focccfs only fei:ved to en- 
flame his ambition. He now began t^ talk of a divi- 
fion of the lands^ong the peopk ; infunuated that 
there flioutd be no^diflioQioos in the ftate ; and, to 
give weight to hisdifcourfes, ^hvays appeared at th^ 
bead of a large body of thedre^s of thepcoplei^whoni 
his fargeffes bad made his followers. The city be- 
ing thus filled with fedit\pn and clamour, the fenate 
had recourfe to another expedient, and to oppofe the 
power df Camillufr to thatof the demagogue. Ca- 
Hiillus accordingly teing made one of the military 
tribunes, appointed Manlius a day to anfwer for hit 
fife. The place in which he was tried was near the 
%!apitol, where, when he wasacctired of fedition, and 
ofafpiring at fovereignty, he only turned his ^y^s^ 
and, pointing thither, put them in mind pf. what lie 
had there done for his country* The multitude, 
whofe compaffion or whofe juftice fcldom fprings 
from rational motives, refuled to condemn him, 
wnile he pleaded i^ fight of the Capitol; but when he' 
was brought frpm tjience to the Pcieline grove, and 
where the Capitol was no longer to be feen, they 
conde|v^ned hii;n to be thrown headlong from the 
Tarpeian reck. Thus, tlie place which had been the 

theatre 
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th€atre of his glory, became that of his puiiifliment 
pnd infamy. His houfc^ in which his confpiraoies^ 
had been (ecrctly carried on,"w as ordered to be raz^d 
to the ground^ and his family were forbidden ever af- 
ter to afllbme the name of Manltus. 

In this manner therefore, the Romans wenjt gra- 
cltially forward, with a mixture of tarbdencc aimi 
fuperftition within their walls^ anifuccefaftrl entet- 
prizes without. With what an implicit obe^ence 
they fubmitted to their pontiffs, we have aheady fcen 
in many inftances; and how far they might iJe im» 
pelfed even to encounter death itfelf, at their com- 
mand, will-evidently appear frqm the behaviour of 
U C CuTtius about this time; who, upon jhe opening 

' • of a gulph in the Forum, which the augurs a5 
^" * firmed^ would never clofe up till the moft pre- ^ 
cfous things in Rome were thrown into it, thiis heroic 
man leaped with his horfe and armour boldfy into 
the midft^ fayifl^, that nothing was more truly va- 
iuable than pal riot ifm aiid military virtue. Thfe^ 
gulph, fay the hiftorians^, clofed immediately upcm 
this, and Curtius wai never feen after. 



CHAP. xra. 

From the wars of the Sarnnites and the wars with 
Pyrrhus, to the beginning of the firft Punic warji 
when the Romans firft went out oMtaly. 



VTh, 



:E Romans having now triumphed over the 
Sabines, the Etrurians, the Latins, the Hernici, the 
iEqui, and the Volfcians, began to took for greater 
conquefts. The accordingly turned their r.iu« 
againft the Samnites,,a people about an hundred 
miles caft from the city, defcended from the Sa- 
bines, and inhabiting a large traft of fouthern Italy, 
which at this day makes a confideraWe part of the 
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kingdom of Naples. Vialerius Comrs and Cornelius 
were the two confuls, to wbofe cafe it (irft fell to ma- 
^ fiage the dreadful contention between the rival flatesw 
y aici^as was one of the greateft commanders of 
his time ; he was furnamed Corvus, from a ftrange 
circumftance of being afTiiled by a crow i^n a Tingle 
combat^ in which he fought and killed a Gaul, of a 
gigantic ftature. To bis colleague^s care it was con* 
figaed to lead an army to Samnium, the enemies ca- 
priaf, while Corvus was fent to relieve Capua, the 
capital of the Campanians. Never was captain 
more fitted for command than he. To an habit na* 
turaliy robuft and athletic, Jie joined t))e gentleft 
manners; he was the fierceft, and yet the mou good* 
natm-ed man in the army ; and, while the meaneft 
centinel was his companion, no man kept them more 
firidly to their duty ; but what completes bis charac-* 
ter, he conilantly endeavoured to preferve his digni«- 
ties, by the iame arts by which he gained thenx 
Such IbMiers as the Romans then were^ hardened by 
their late adverfity, and led on by fuch a general^ 
were unconquerable. The Samnites were thebraveft 
men they ever yet encountered, and the contention 
between the two nation^ was managed on both fides 
with the mofl determined refoiution^ But the for* 
tuneof Rome prevailed ; the Samnites at length fled^ 
averring, that they were not able to withfcnd the 
■■^erce looks and the fire-darting eyes of the Romans* 
The other conful, however, was not at firft fo for- 
tunate ; for having unwarily led his army into a de-» 
file, he was in danger of being cut o6F, had not Dc- 
cius, a tribune of the army, pofltfled himfelf of aj> 
hill which commanded the enemy ; fo that the Sam« ^ 
sires being attacked on either fide, were defeated 
with great {ki]«hter ; no lefs that> thirty thoufantl of 
them being left dead upon the field of battle. 

Sometime after this viQory^the fotdiers who were 
ftatiooed at Capua auitinytngj^ forced Q^intius> an 
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old and eminent foUStr^ who was theri refkHng im 
<he country y to be their leacler^ smd., condud^i)^^ 
their rage, mote than their g(^eral^ came withiit 
eight rnWes of the city. So terrible' an €tiv*iBy, al- 
fooft at tt^ gates, not a littte alarmed the fenatjs, 
who immediately created Valerius Corvus, di^tbr, 
and fent him forth with another army to oppofe 
them.. The two armies wereniow drawn ttp againft 
each oihcTy wliile fathers and hn$ behddtbemfeives - 
prepared to engage in oppofitecaufes/Any other ge- 
neral but^k>rvus would, perhaps, have brow^ttbis- 
civil war to an extrenaity ; but he knowiitg his infln- 
ence among the foldiery, inftead of going for ward to- 
meet the mutineers ia an hoftUe manner, went with^ 
the moft cordial friendship to embrace and expo* 
ftuiaie with histoid aequain;tances. His coiidud h«d 
the ^efired eiFed. Qurntius, as their fpeaber, onljr 
def^red to hecvt their defe6tioti ii^om ti^1r duty foi^ 
given; and as for himfel^ as he was innocent of 
their oonfpiracy, lie had no reason »tto foUkit pardon 
for his iDffences. Thus, this defeftion, which at firflr 
threatened fuch dangers to Rpme, was repaired, b^ 
the prudence and inoderation of a general, whofe 
ambition it was to be gentle to his fiSc/ids^ and for- 
midable only to his enemies. 

A war between the Romans and the Latins fettow-^ 
ed foon after, bat as their habils, arras, ajid hm- 
guage, Vere the fame, the moft exa£l difeipline wa^ 
neceflary, to, prevent confufion in the engagement- 
Oders, therefore, were iffued by Manlius, the con- 
fill, that no foldier Ihould leave nis ranks upon what- 
ever provocation; and that he fhould be certainly 
put to death, who (hould offer to do oiherwife. With 
thefe injunftiows, both armies were drawn out in 
array, and ready to begin^ when Metius, the gene- 
ral of the enemies cavalry, puflied foV^^ard from his 
J4nes, and challenged any knight in the Roman 
army to fingle combat. For feme time there was a^ 
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feneral paufe, no foidter offering tp dlfobey his or- 
itfs^ till Titius Manlius, the coajurs own foa, burnn 
idg with (hanae to fee the whole body of the Rotnans 
mtimidatecl,.bijldj.y fingled out againft hi^ advei fery* 
The foidiers on both fides^ for awhile, furpended 
the general engageiaent^ to be fpeftators of ihia 
^efce ^npountci;. The two champions drove theic 
horfesagainid each other witji g;\;at violence ; Meti- 
jiis wounded his ad^crfarv* norft in the neck; but 
Manlius^, with bettcs lortane, kilted ihat of Metius* 
The Latin bc:ng thus fallen to the ground, for a 
while attempted to fupport himfelf upon bis fhieH ; 
but tht; Roman tolloweci h« blows with To much 
-force^ that he laid him dead, asiae was endeavour- 
ing to rifei: and then de^ihng him of his armour^ 
returned in triumph to the conful, his father's tent, 
where he was prepaj'ing and giving orders relative 
to the engagenneat Howfoever he might have been 
applauded by his fellow- foidiers, being as yet doubt- 
^ful of the reception be /hould find from his father, he 
came^ with hefitation, to lay tlic encmy*s fpoils at his 
feet^ and with ^ modeft air infinuated^ tifat wKat he 
did, was, entirely from a fpirit of hereditary virtue. 
But he was foon dreadfully made fenfible of his error, 
"when his father, turning away, ordered him to be 
led puUicly forth Ijefore the army^ There being 
brought forward, the <:onful, with a ftern counte- 
nance, and yet with fccars, fpoke as follows : ** Titijs 
** Manlius, as thou haft regarded neither the dignity 
^* of the, co.afullhip^ nor the <?ommand8 of thy fa^ 
*' ther; jis thou hafl deftroyed military difcipline, 
^^ and fet a pattern of difofoedience by chy example^ 
*' thou haft reduced roc to the deplorable extremity 
** of facrificin^ my fon or my country. But le,t uJs 
^* not hefitatem this dreadfulalternative; a thoufand 
f^ li^es were well loft in fucha caufe : nor do I think, 
** that thou thy felf wilt refufc to die, when thy coun^ 
^* try is to reap ^he advantage of thy fuff?rings. Go, 
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** liftor, bind him, and let hi$ death be our fiiturc 
** example.*' The whole army was ftruck with hor- 
ror at this unnatural mandate ; fear| for awhile 
kept them In fufpenfe ; but When they faw their 
young champion's head ftruck off, and his blood 
ftreaming upon the ground, they could no longer 
contain their execrations, and their groans. His 
dead body was carried forth without the canjp, and 
being adorned with the fpoils of the vanqyifhed 
enemy, was buried with all the pomp of military 
diftrefs. 

In the mean time, the battle joined with mutual 
fury ; and as the two armies had often fought under 
the fame leaders, ifiey combated with all tt^ animo-^- 
fity of a civil war. The Latins thicfly depended on 
their bodily ftrength ; the Romans, on their invinci- 
ble courage and con dud. Forces Co nearly matdhed, 
feemed omy torcouire the proteSion of their deities, 
to turn the fcale Of viftory ; and, infaft, the augurs 
had foretold, 4hat whatever part of the Roman army 
fliould be diftreft, the commander of that part ihould 
devote himfelf for his country, and die as a facrifice 
to the immortal gods. Manlius commanded the 
right wuig; and Dccius led on the left. Both fidet 
fought, for fome time, with doubtful fuccefs, as their 
courage was equal ; but, after a time, the left wtng 
of the Roman artny began to give ground. It was 
then that Decius, who commanded there, relolved to 
* devote hfmfelf for his country, and to offer his own 
life, as an atonement to faveliis army. Thus dc*- 
termined, he called out to Manlius with a loud voice, 
and demanded his inflrudions, as he was tjie chief 
pontiff, how to devote himfelf, and the form of the 
words lie fhould nfe. By his direftions, therefore, 
being cloathed In along robe, his head covered, and 
his^rms ftretched forward, ftahding upon a javelin, 
lie devoted himfelf to the celefttal and infernal gods» 
for the fafety of Rome. Then arming himfi^l^ and 
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mounting ofl horfe back, he drove ftirioufly into the 
midfl o\ the enemies, carrying terror and confterna- 
tion wherever he came, till he fell covered with 
wounds. In the mean time the Roman army consi- 
dered his devoting himfelf in this manner, as an af- 
furance of fuccefs; nor was the fuperftiiion of the 
Latins lefs powerfully influenced by his refolution, a 
total r^t began to enfue ; the Romans prcflcd them 
on evvy fide, and fo great was the carnage, that 
fcarces fourth part of the enemy furvived the defeat. 
This lias the laft battle of any confequence, that the 
Latins had with the Romans ; they were forced to 
beg a peace upon hard conditions, and two years af- - 
ter, their ftrongeft city, Paedum, being taken, they 
were brought under an entire fubmiffion to the Ro- 
man power. 

Afignaldifgracewhich theRoinansfuftain- ^ ^ 
cd about this -time in their conteft with the ' * 
Sammtes made apaufe in their ufual good for- ^^ ' 
tune, and turned the fcale for a while, in theenepiies 
favour. The fenatehavingdehied the Samnites peace, 
Pontius, their general was refolved to gain by ftrata- 
gem, what he had frequently loft by force. According- 
ly, leading his army into a defile, caHed Claudium, 
and ti king poflefTionof all its outlets, he fent ten of his 
foldiers, habited like fliepherds, with direflions to 
throw themfelves in the way the Romans were to 
march. Exadly to his wiflles, the Roman coiiftil 
met them, and taking them for what they appeared, 
demanded the route the Samnite army had taken : 
they with fecming indifference, replied that they 
ia, a town in Apulia, and were 
ing it. The Roman general, not 
igem that was laid againft hini^ 
>y the ihorteft>oad, which lay 
to relieve the city; and was not 
faw his army furrounded, and 
y fide. Pontius, thuli having the 
Romani 
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Romans entirely in his power, ficfl obliged the army 
to pafs under the yoke, having beenprevioufly ftript 
of all but their garments; he then ftipolated that the jr 
ihould wholly quit the territories .of the Samnites^ 
and- that they ftiould continue to liveupon terms of 
former confederacy. The Romans wereconilrained 
to fiibmit to this ignominious treaty, and marched 
into Capua difarmed, half naked, and burning with 
a defire of retrieving their loft honour. When the 
army arrived at kome, the whole <:ity was moft fur- 
prifingly afflided at their (hameful return ^ nothing 
but grief and refentm'ent wasfobefeen, and the whole 
city Was put into mioiirning. * 

But this was a tranTitory calamity, the ftate ha<^ , 
fuffered a diminution of itjs glbry, but not of its 
power. The war was carried on as uftxal, for many 
years ; the power of the Samnites declining every 
day, while that of the Romans gathered frefh confi- 
dence from every viSory. Under the conduft of 
Papyrius Curfor, who was»at different times conful 
and diSator, repeated ttiumphs were gained. Fabi* 
us Maximus alfo had his (hare in the glory^bf con- 
quering them ; and Decius, the fon^of that Decius, 
whom we faw devoting himfeJfforhis country, about 
forty years before, followed the example of liis no- 
ble father, and, ruihing into the midft of the enemy, 
faved the lives of his countryman with theioft of his 
own. ' 

The Sanjahes* being thtis driven to the moft ex- 
treme diftrcfs, as they were unable to defend them- 
felves, they were obliged tocall in the afliftanceof a fo- 
reig^n power, and have recourfe to Pyrrhus, king of 
Epirus, to (avc them from impending ruin. Pyrrhus, 
a king of great courage, ambition, and power, had al- 
ways kept the example of Alexander, his great pre- 
deceflbr, before his eycfs, promifed ti? come to their 
afliflance ; and, in the mean time, difpatched over a. 
body ot thrc^ thoufand men, under the command 

• of 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



commonw.£alth OF :rome. 73 

of Cineas, an experienced foldier, -and a fcholar of 
the great orator Demofthenes. Nor did he himfclf 
remain long behind, but foon after put to fea with 
three thoufand horfe, twenty thoufand foot, amd 
twenty elephants, in whi):h the commanders of that 
tinae began to. place very great confidence. How- 
ever, only a fmall part of thefe g^rcat preparations ar- 
rived in Italy with him, for many of his fliipswere 
difperfed, and fonrie were totally loft in a tempeft. 
^Upon his arrival at Tarentum, his firft carewas to 
reform the people he came to fuccour j for obfcrving a 
total diflblution of manners in, this luxurioas city, 
and that the inhabitants ^Vere rather occupied with 
the pl^afures ot bathing, feafting, and dancing, 
thparr the care of preparing for war, he gave or;lers to 
h^ve alf theirplaces of public entertain rhent fhut up, 
and that they ihould be ri^ftrained in all fuch amufe- 
ments ias rendered foldiers unfit for battle; In the 
■mean time, the Romans die! all that prudence co aid 
fuggeft, to oppofe fo formidable an enemy ; and the 
conful LiSeyioas wis fent with a numerous army to 
interrupt his progrefs. Pyrrhus, though his- whole 
army wa^ ^not yet arrived, drew out to meet him ; 
hot previotifly fent an ambafTador, defiring to be 
permitted to mediate between the Romans and the 
-peoplfe of Tarentum. To this Lgevinus returned for 
anfwcr, that he neither efteemed him as a mediator, 
nor feared him as an enemy ; and fhen leading the 
ambaflador through the R#man carrip, defined him to 
obferve diligently what he faw, and to report the re- 
fult to /his mafter. In confequence of this, both 
armje? approaching, p'rtched their tents in fight ojf 
each other, upon the oppofite banks of "the river 
Lyris. Pyrrhos was always extremely -careful in di- 
reSing^the fituation of hl^ own campi and in obfcrv- 
ing that of ^e enemy, h was there^ that walking 
along the banks bf the river, and furveymgth^ Ro- 
«ian method of encamping, he was heard toobfcrve, 
E « That 
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** That thefe barbarians feemed to be po way bar- 
" barous, and he ihould too foon find their aQiops 
" equal to their refolution." In the, mean, time, or- 
dering a bodj of men along the banks of the river, he 
placed them in readinefs to oppofe the Romans, iii 
cafe they fliould attempt to ford it before his whole 
army was brought together. Things turned out ac- 
cording to his^ expedtations ; the . conful, with an 
impetuofity that marked hisinexperienc^f , gave order$ 
for paffing tj&e river, where it was fordable ; and the 
advanced guard having attempted to oppofe him in 
vain, was obliged to retire.to the main body of the 
-army. Pyrrhus being apprifed of the enemies at- 
tempt, at nrft hoped to cut off their cavalry, before 
they could be reinforced by the foot, that wece 
not as yet got over, and led on in perfon achofen 
body of horfe againft them. The Roman legions 
havmg, with much difficulty, advanced acrofs the . 
river, the engagement became general ; the Greeks 
fought with a confcioufnefs of their former fame, 
and the Romans with.a defir^ of gaining freih glory.: 
mankind had never before feen two fuch differently 
difciplined armies oppofedto each other, nor is it to 
this day determined, whether the Gr^k phalanx ca* . 
the Roinan legion were preferable. The combat 
was long in fufpence ; the Romans had feven times 
repulfed the enemy, and were as often driven back 
themfelves; but at length, while the fuccefe feemed 
doubtful, Pyrrhus fent his elephants into the midft q{ 
the engagement, and thefe turned the fcale of viSory 
in his favour. Th^ Romans, who had never before 
feen creatures of fuch noagnitude, were terrified fiot 
only with their intrepid fiercenefs, but the cafties 
that were bqflt upon their backs, filled with armed 
men. It was then that Pyrrhus faw the day was his 
own,; and fending in his Theffalian cavalry to . 
charge the enemy in diforder, the rout became ge- 
neral. A dreadful (laughter of the Romans enfued, 
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rfifteen thoufand men being killed -on the fpot, and 
eighteen hundred taken prifoners. Nor -were the 
conquerors in a much better (late than the vanquiilv- 
^d, Pyrrhus himfeff being wounded, and thirteen 
thoufand of his forces flain. Night coming on put 
an end to the flaughter on both fides, and Pyrrhus 
was heard to cry out. That one fuclh viflory more 
would ruin his whole army. The next day, as he 
walked to vkw the field of battle, he could not help 
regardfhg with admiration^ thebodies of the Romans 
-which were (lain: upon feeing them all with their 
wounds before^ their countenances, even in death, 
marked with noble refoUrtion, and a fternnefs that 
awed him into refpefl ; he was heard to cry out, in 
the true fpirit of a military adventurer," O with 
** what eafc could I conquer the world, had I 
^* the Romans for foldiei^s, or had they me for their 
« kingP' 

Pyrrhus, after this vidojy, was ftill unwilling to 
drive themtoan extremity, andconfideredthatit was 
beft treating with an humble *ejremy ; he refolved 
therefore to fend hisfriends Cineas,the orator, to nc- 
gociate a peace; of whom he often aflferted, that Jic 
had won more towns' by the eloquence of Cincas, 
than by his own arms. Cineas, with all his art, 
found the Romans incapable of being feduced, either 
by bribery, private, or pubKc perfuafion. 

Being fruftrated^ therefore, in hfs expeftations, he 
returned to his mafter, extolling both the virtues and 
the grandeur of the Romans. The fenatc, he faid, 
appeared a reverend aflfembly of denti-gods ; and the 
<rty, a temple for their reception. Of this Pyrrhus 
foon after became ferifibte, by an embaflTy from Rome, 
concertHng the ranfom and exchange of prifoners. 
At the head of this veiierable deputation was Fabri- 
cius, an ancient fcnator, who had long been a pat- 
tern to his countrymen of the moft extreme poverty, 
joined to the moft chearful content. Pyrrhus re- 
E z ceive 
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ceived this celebrated old man with great krndnefs; 
and, willing to try how far fame had been joft in his ' 
favor, offered him rich prefents; which, however, 
the Roman refufed. The day .after, he wasdefirous 
of examining the equality of fcis temper, and ordered 
one of bi« elephants to be placed behind the tapeftry^ 
which, upon a fignal given, raifed its trunk above 
the embaflador's head, at the fame time ufing other 
arts to intimidate him. But Fabricuis, with a coun- , 

stenance no way changing, fmiled upon the •king, 
obferving, that he looked with an equal eye on the 
terrors of this day, as he had upon the aflur^menfs " 
of the preceding. Pyrrhus^ pleafed to find fo much 
virtve in one he had confidered as a barbarian, was 
willing to grant him the only favour which he knew 
could make him happy : he releafed the Roman 
prifoners, entrufting them to Fabricius alone, upon 

. his prdmife, that, in cafe the fenate were determined 
to ^continue the war, he might reclaim them when- 
ever he thought proper. * 

U C ®7 ^^^^ ^'"^^ ^^^ Roman army was reco- 
' vered from its late defeat, and Sulpicius and 
^'^'Decius, the Confuls for the following yea^t 
were placed at its head. The panic which had for- 
merly feized it from the elephants, now began to 
wear off: and both armies met near the city Afcu- 
lum, both pretty nearly equal in numbers, being 
about forty thoufand ftrong ; and here again, after a 
long and pbftinate fight, the Grecian difcipline 
prevailed. The Romans^ being preifcd on every 
fide, particularly by the elephants, were obliged to 
retire to their camp, leaving fix thoufand men dead 
upon the field of battle. But the enemy had no great 
reafon to boaft of their triumph, as they had four 
thoufand {lain ; fo that Pyrrhus replied to one of his 
foldiers, who was congratulating him upon his vic- 
tory, "One fuch triumph more, and I (hall he un 
" done/' 

This 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 7^ 

This battle finifhed the campaign ; the next feafon 
b^gan with equal-vigour on both fides, Pyrrhus 
having received new fuccours from home. While 
the two'armies were approaching, and yet but at a 
fmall diftance from each other, a letter was brought 
to dd Fabricias, the Ronrian general, from the king's 
phyfician, importing, that, for a proper revi^ard, he 
woulf! take him off by poifon, and thus rtd the Ro- 
mans of a powerful enemy and a dangerous war. 
Fabricius feh all the honeft indignation at this bafe 
propofal, that was confident wrth his former charac^ 
ter; he communicated it to his colleague, and in- 
flantly gave it as his opinion, that Pyrrhus fhould 
be informed of the'trcachery that was plotted againft 
him. Accordingly, fetters were difpatchcd for that 
purpofc, informing Pyrrhus of the affair, and aU 
ledging the unfortunate choice of his friends and 
enemies. That hfe hadstrufted and promoted mur- 
derers, while he carried his refentment againft the 
generous. and the brave. Pyrrhus now began to find 
that thefe bold barbarians were by degrees fchd61ed 
into refinement, and would not ftiffcr him to be 
their fuperior even in generofity : he received the 
meffage with as much amazement at their condourV 
as indignation at his phyfician'sf treachery. ** Ad- 
** mirable Fabricius !" cried he, ** it would be as 
** eafy to turn the fun from its courfe, as thee from 
** th^. paths of honour." Then making the proper 
enquiry amongft his fcrvants, and liaving difcover- 
ed the treafon, he ordered his phyfician to be execut- 
ed." However, not to be outdone *in magnanimity, 
he immediiately fent to Rome all his prifoners with-; 
out ranfonT,- anrf agali*n defirfed to negociate a peace.' 
The Romans, on the other hand, rcfufed him pedce,' 
but upon the fame conditions they had offered' be- 

' So that, after air interval of two years, Pyrrhus, 

having encreafed his army by new levies, lent one 
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part of his army tooppofe the march of Lentulus, the 
Roman conful, while he himfelf went to attack Cu- 
. rius Dentatus the other in coniftiand, before his coU 
league could come up: His principal aim was to 
furjirize the enemy by nighty but unfortunately paff- 
ing through woods, and 'his lights ffijling him,, his 
men loft their way, fo that at the approach of morn- 
ing, he faw himfelf in fight of the Roman camp, with 
the enemy drawn out ready to receive him. The 
vanguard of both arniies foon met, in which the Ro- 
mans had the advantage. Soon-after a general en- 
gagement enfuing, Pyrrhus finding the balance of 
the viSory turning. ftillagainft him, had once more 
xecourfe to his elephantsv. The fe^, however, the 
Ramans^ were then too, well, acquainted with tb feel 
any v^ain terrors from ; ai)d having found that 6re 
was iihenadfteffieftual means to repel them,, they 
caufed a niimberof ball* to be mad^, jcompofed of flax 
and rofin, whidh were thrown againft them as they 
approached the ranks. The elephants,, thus render- 
ed furious by, the flame, a^d as boldly oppofed by 
the foldiers, could no ^o«gcr be brought on, but ran 
back upon their own army, bearing down the ranks, 
and filling ^11 places^ with terror and confufioji. 
Thus viSory^ at length, declared in favour of 
Rome: Pyrrhus, in vain, attempted to flop the 
flight and (laughter of his troops ; he loft not only 
twenty-three, thoufand of his beft foldiers, but his 
camp was alfo taken. Thb ferved as a new leflbn to 
the Romans, who were ever open to improvement : 
they had foremerly pitched their tents without order ; 
but by this new capture, they were taught to mea^ 
fure out their ground, and fortify th^ whole with a 
trench > fo that many of their fucceeding viQorics 
are to be afcribed to their improved method of en- 
camping. 

Pyrrhus thus finding all hopes fruitlefs, he re- 
Iblved to leave Italy, where ht found only defperate 
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enemies aiKLfaithlefs allies: accordingly, calling 
together the Tarentiges^ he informed them, that he 
had received affurar^s from Greece, offpeedyaf- 
fiftance, and defiring them to wait the event with 
trjanquiUity,.^ the flight following embarked his 
troops, and returned undifturbed into his native 
kingdom with the remain^ of his (hatt^^red forces, 
leaving a garrifon in Tarentum rnerely to fave ap- \ 
pearances^ and, in this manner ended the war with ^ *' 
Pyrrhus, after fix years continuance. 

As fpr the poor luxurious Tarentines, who were 
the original proitioters of this war, they foon began 
to find a worfe enemy in the garrifon that was left 
for t^eir defenccfj^ tjhan fn the Romans who attacked 
them from without. The hatred between them and 
Milo, who connn^ndecl their qitadel for Pyrrhus, w^s 
become To great, that nothing but the fear of their old 
inveterate enemies, the Romans, could equal it. In 
thisdiftrefs they applied to the Cathaginians, who 
with a larg^ fl«et came and blbtked up the port of 
Tarentum ; fo that this unfortunate people, once 
famous through Italy for their refinjements and ple^- - 
furcs,, npw ^faw themfclves contended for by three 
different armies, without the choice of a conqueror. 
At length, however, the Romans found means to 
brip^ over the garrifon to their intereft ; after 
which, they eafily becanie matters of the city, and 
demoiifhed its walls, granting the inhabitants liberty 
and prpteSipp. 
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chap; ^iv. 

Fromthebegjnnlng of the firft Punic wtlv to the be- 
ginning of the fecond, when the Romans began to 
grow powerfulby fea. , 

. [U.C.489.1/ . . ,, ^ 

HE Romans Having deftroyed all rival preten- 

fipns at home,.began to pant after foreign conqiieffs. 
The Carthaginians were at that time in poffeffion of 
Ihe g^reateit part of Sicily,' and, like the koraaHs, 
only wanted an opportunity of enibroiling the natives,, 
in order to become matters 6f the Avholeifland. 
This opportunity at tcngth offered, tliero, king of 
Syracufe, one of the dates of that ifland, which was 
as yet unconquered, entreated their aid againft the 
Mamertines, a Utile people of the lame country, and 
they fcnt him fupplies both by fea and land. The 
IVIamertines, on the other hand, tofhield off impend- 
ing ruin, put thenifelves under the poteQion of 
Rome. The Ronriaris, not thinking the Mamer- 
tines worthy of the name of allies, iriftead of pro- 
fefllng to affi{V them, boldly declared war againft 
Canhage , alledging as a reafon, the affiftance which 
Carthage had lately fent to the fouthern parts of Itafy 
againft the Romans. In this manner a war was de- 
clared between thefe two powerful ftales, both grown 
too great to continue patient fpeSators of each others- 
cincrcafe. 

Carthage, a colony of the Phoenicians, was built 
on the coaft of Africa^ near the place where Tuni^ 
now ftands, about an hundred and thirty-fcven years 
before the foundation of Rome. As^ it had been , 
long growing into power, fo it had extended its do- 
minions all along the coafts. But its chief (irength . 
lay in its fleet* and commerce : thus circumftanced, 

thefe 
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thefe two great powers began what is called the firll 
Punic war. The Qirthaginians, poffeffed of gold 
and filver, which might be exhaufted ; the Romans 
famous for perfeverance, pattiotifm, and pover- 
ty, which feemed to gather ftfength by every de- 
feat. 

But there feertied to be an infurmountable obftacle 
to the ambitious views pf Rome, as they had no 
fl^et, or at leaft what deferved 'that title; while the 
Carthaginians had the ^nt^lre command at fca, and 
kept all the maritime towns under obedie^nce. In 
fuch a fituation, any people but the Romans would 
h^ve refted contented, under difadvantages which 
nature feemed to have impofed ; but nothing could 
conquer or intimidate therti. They began to ap- 
ply the mfeives to maritime affairs; and, though 
without ihipwrighrs to build, or feamen to navigate 
a fleet, they refolved to rurnr>ount every obftacle with 
inflexibk j^eVfeverante. A Carthaginian veflel hajD- 
pened to be in a ftorm driven a fliore, and this was 
fuffitient to ferve as a model. The confulDuillius 
was the firft who ventured to fea With his new con- 
ftruQ:ed armament; and, thoxc^h far inferior to the 
enemy i-n the management of his fleet, yet he gained 
the firft naval viftory, the Carthaginians lofing fifty 
of their fliips, and the undifturbed foVereignty of the 
fea, which they valued more. '* 

But th^ conqueft of Sicily, was ot)]y td be obtain- 
ed by humbling the power of Carthage at horne. 
For this reafon,th0 fenate refolved to carry the war 
into Africa itfelf, ?ind acctirdingly they fent Regulus , 
and Manliiis, with a fleet;of three liu'ndr^d fail,"'to 
make the invafion.' Regulul^ was reckoned the moft 
confummatewarilbr th^tRome could ;hen produce ; 
and a profefTed example of frugal feverity. His pa- 
triotifm was ftill greater than his temperance ; all the 
private paflions feemed exiinguiflied irt him, or they 
were all fvrallowed opHn one gr^at ruling' aifeilion, 
' ' ^ E s the 
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the love of his cofintry. The two generals fet fail 
with their fleet, which was the greateft that had 
ever yet left an Italian port, caftying an hundred and 
forty thoufand men." They were met by the Car- 
thaginians, with a- fleet as powerful, and men better 
ufed to the fea. While the fight continued, rather 
between the (hips than the men, at a diftance, the 
Carthaginians feemed fuccefsful j biit when the Ro- 
mans came to grapple wiSh them, the difference be- 
tween a mercenary arniy* . and one that fought for 
fame, was apparent. The, refolution of the Ro- 
mans was crowned with fuccefs ; the enemies fleet 
were difperfed, and fifty-four of their veffels taken. 
The confequence of this viflory was" an immediate 
defcent upon the coafls of A(ric^, and the capture of 
the city Clupea ; together with twenty thoufand men 
who were nfiade prifoners of war. . . ', 

The fen ate being informed of thefe great fuccefTes, 
and apf)Iied to for . frefii in{lru<3ions, commanded 
Manlius back to Italy, in order to fuperintend the Si- 
ciliam war; and direfled that Regulus fhould. con- 
tinue in Africa, to profecute his victories there. 

A battle enfued, in which Carthage was once 
more defeated^ and fome of its beft troops were cut 
off. This frefh vi6lory contributed to throw them 
into the utmoft -defpair ; rx>9T^ thari eighty of their 
towns iubmitted to the Romans. Ip this diftrefs^^ 
the Carthaginians, deflitvite of generals at, home, 
were obliged to fend to Lacedemon, oflFeringthe 
command of their armies to Xantippus, a general of 
great experience, who undertook, to condy£t tl^ns 

This general began by giving the,magiftratespro- • 
per inftruSions for levying their men : he aflTured 
them, that their armies were hitherto overthrown, 
not by the (l/ength of the enemy, but by the 
ignorance of their own generals ; he therefor^ only 
required a ready obedience to his order*, and afTured 
4heptt of an cafy tiftory. The whele city feenoed 

. once 
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once npioi|e revived fronj ^efpondence, by the exhor- 
tations of a fingfc ftranger ; and foon, from hope, 
grew into confidence. l'his,was the fpirit the Gre- 
cian general wiflied to excite in them ; fo that When 
he faw them thus ripe for the engageme>it, he joy- 
fully took, the field. The Lacedemonian made the - 
moft fkilfu) difpofition of his forces; he placed his 
cavalry in the wings; be difpofed the elephants at 
proper intervals', behind the lineof the heavy-armed 
infantry ; and, bringing up the light-armed troops 
before, he ordered them to retire through the line of 
infantry, after they had difcharged their weapons. 
At length both armies engaging, after a long and ob- 
ftinate refiflance, the Romans were overthrown with 
dreadful flaiighter ; the greateft part of their army 
being deftroyed> and Regulus himfelf taken pri- 
foner. Several other diftreffes of the Romans fol- 
lowed foon ttfter this. They loft their whole fleet in 
a ftorm^ and Agrigentum, their principal town in 
Sicily, was taken . by. Karthalo, the Carthaginian 
general. They, undertook to build a new fleet, 
which, afo (hared the fate, of the former ; the ma- 
riners, as yet unacquainted with the Mediterranean 
fliores, drove it upon qulckfands ; and, foon after, 
-the greateft part perifhed in a ftorm. 

Mean time, the Carthaginians being thus foccefs- 
fulj were defirous of a new treaty for peace, hoping 
to have better terms than thofe infifted upon b^y Re- 
galus. For. this purpofe they fuppofcd, that he, 
whom they had, now for fpur years kept in a dungeon, 
con^ned and chained, would, be a proper folicitor. 
It was expe^etl, that, i)eing wearied with Impri- 
fonment and bondage, he would gladly endeavour 
to perfu'de bis countryman to a difcontinuanceof the 
war, which only prolonged his captivity. He was 
accordingly fent with their ambaflkdors to Rome, bu?^ 
.with a prcmift^ previoofly ejtaQed from ifitnyXq re- 
turn in cafe pf being unfucce&ful. He was even 

given 
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given to underftand, that his life depended upon the 
fuccefs of his negociation. 

When this old general, together with the ambaff^- 
dors of Carthage* approached Rome, numbers of his 
friends came out to meet and congratulate his return. 
'I'heir acclamations refounded through the city j but 
Regulus refiifed, with fettled melancholy, to, enter 
the gates. It w^s in vain that he was entreated on 
every fide to vifit once more bis little dwelling, and 
fhare in that joy which his teurn had inf^ired. He 
perfifted in faying, that he was now b\it a flave be- 
longing to the Carthaginians, and tmfit tapartake in 
the liberal honours of his country. . The fenate af- 
fembling without the walls, as ufual, to give audi- 
ence to the ambafiidors, Regulus opened his com- 
miflioti as he had been dircaed by the Carthaginian 
counciH and their ambaffadors feconderf his propo- 
fals. The fenate were by this time, themfelves 
wcaryofa war, which had been protraaed "above 
eight years, and were rio way difmcUnabla to a 
peace. It only remained for Regulus himfelf to give 
his opinion, who when it came to his turn to fpeak, 
to the furprize of all the world, gave his voice for 
continuing the war. So unexpeSed an advice not a 
little difturbed the fenate : they pitied, as well as ad- 
mired a man who had ufed fuch eloquence againft his 
private intereft, and could not C9nlude upon a mea- 
iure which was to terminate in his ruin. But he 
foon relieved their embarraffment by breaking off the 
treaty, and by rifihg in ordcY to return to his bonds 
arid confinements. It was in vain that the fenate%nd 
all his deareft friends entreated his ftay ; he ftill re- 
^refled their folicitations. Marcia his„ wife, with 
her little children, filled the city with her lamenta- 
tions, and vainly entreated to be permitted to fee 
him : he ftill obftinately perfifted in k^ping his pro- 
mife ; and, though fufficiently apprned of the tor- 
tures that awaited his return, vvithout embracing bi» 

' family. 
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family, or taking leave of his friends, he departed 
with the ambafladors for^ Carthage. 

Nothing could equal the fury and the difappoint- 
ment of the Carthaginians, when they were inform- 
ed by their ^mbaffadors, that Regufus, inftead of 
haftening a peace had given his opinion for con- 
tinufng the war. They accordingly prepared to 
punifh his conduft with the mod ftudied tortures. 
Firft, his eyelids were cut off, and then he was re^ 
manded to prifon. He was, after fome days, again 
brought out and expofed with his face oppofite the 
burning fun. At laft, when malice was fatigyect^ "1 
with ftudying all the arts of torture, he was put \ ' 
into a bafrcl ftuck full of nails that pointed in- 
wards, and in this painful pofition he continued till 
he died. , 

Both fides now took lip arms with niore than for- 
mer animofity. At length the Roman perfeverance 
was croivned with fuccefs, one viaory followed on 
the back of another. Fabius Bi»teo, the conful, once 
more (hewed them the way to naval viftory, by de- 
feating a large'fquadroti of the enemies Ihips; but 
. Lutatius Catulus gained a vidory ftill more complete, 
in which the power of Carthage feemed totally dc- 
flroycd at fea, by the lofs of an hundred and twenty 
fhips, according to the fmalleft computation. This lofs 
brought the Carthaginians to fue for peace, which 
Romef thought proper to grant j but, ftill inflexible in 
its demands, exafted the fame conditions which Rc- 
gulus had formerly oflfered at the gates of Carthage. 
Thefe were, that they fhould lay down a thoufand 
talents of filver, to defray the charge of the war ; and 
ihotild pay two thoufand two hundred more, in ten 
years time: that they fhould quit Sicily, with all fuch 
iflands as they poffeffed near it ; that they ihould 
never make war againft the allies of Rome, or come 
with any veflels of war within the Roman dominions: 
and laftly, that all their prifoncrs and deferters fhould 

be 
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UP be delivered up without ranfom* To thefe 
• hard conditions, the Carthaginians, now ex,- 
5 3* haufted, readily Tubfcribed ; and thu| ended 
the 'fiift Punic war, which had lafted twenty-four 
years, and, in fotne meafure, had drained both na- 
tions of every refource to begin another. 



C H A P. XV. 

From the end of the firft Punic war to the end of the 
fecond. 



¥t 



^ HE war being ended between the Carthagini- 
ans and Romans, a profound peace enfued, and, hi 
about fix years after, the temple of Janus was fhut for 
the fecond time fince the foundation of the city. 
The Romans being thus in friendfhip with all na- 
tions, had an opportunity of turning to, the -^rts of 
peace: they now began to haveareliflj for poetry,. the' 
firfl liberal art which rifesjn every civilized nation. 
2^nd the firft alfo that decays. Hitherto they haa 
been entertained only w'^th the rude drolleries of their 
loweft buffoon?: they h^d fports called Fefcennini,'/ 
in which a few debauched aftors rhade their own 
parts, while raillery and fmut fupplied the place of 
humour. To thele a compofition of a higher kind 
Jucceeded which they jcalled.fatire ; which was a kind 
of dramatic poem, in which the characters of the 
great were particularly pointed out, and made an ob- 
jeci of derifion to the vulgar. After thefe, came ]tra- 
gedy and comedy, which were borrowed frojn the 
; Greeks ; and, indeed, tlie firft dramatic poet of Rpme, 
Tj p whole name was Livius Andronicus, was by 

* * birth a Grecian. The inftant thefe finer 
^^^' kinds of compofition appeared, this great ., 
people rejeded their former impurities with dil^aan. 
From thenceforward they labourec} up onthe Grecian 

model; 
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model ; ^nd, though they w^re never able to rival 
their mafters in dramatic compofition, they fcpn fur- 
paffed them in many of the nlore foothing kinds of 
poetry. Elegiac, paftoral, and didaftic ^compofi- 
tiohs, began to aflume new beauties in the Roman 
language ; and fatire, not that rude kind of dialogue 
already mentioned, but a noble fort, invented by Lu-, 
cilius, was all their own. 

While they were thus admitting the arts of peace, 
they were not unmindful of mak'ngfrefli preparations 
for war: all intervals of eafe feemed rather to give 
frefli vigour for new defigns, than to relax their for- 
mer intrepidity. The lllyrians were the firft people 
upon whom they uied their ftrength, after fome 

, continuance of peace. That nation, which 
hadlong plundered the merchants of the Me- 5 /• 
diterrap^an with impunity, happened to make depre- 
dations upon fome of the trading fubjeds of Rome : 
this being complained of to Teuta, the queen of 
the country, (he, inftead of granting redrefs, order- 
ed th? ambaflador, that was lent to demand reftituti- 
on, to be murdered. A war enfued, in which the Ro- 
mans were viftorious ; moft of the lllyric towns 
were furrendered to the confuls, and a peace at laft 
concluded, by which the greateft part of the country 
was ceded to Rome ; a yearly tjibute was exacted for 
the reft, and a prohibition added, that the lllyrians 
fhould oot fail beyond the river Liffus, with more 
than two barks, and thofe unarmed. 

The Gaub were the next people that incurred the 

• difpleafure of the Romans. St^ppofing a time of 
peace, when the armies were difbanded, a proper 
feafon for new irruptions, this barbarous people invit- 
ed frerti forces from beyond the Alps, and entering 
Etruria, wafted all with fire and fword, till they 
came within about three days journey of Rome. A 
praetor and a conful were fent to oppofe them, who, 
now inftruSed in the improved arts of war, were 

enabled 
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enabled to ftirround the Gauls, who ftill retained 
their. primaeval barbarity. It was in^vain that thofe 
hardy troops, who had npthing but their courage to 
proteft them, formed two fronts to oppofe their ad- 
verfaries ; their naked bodies and undifciplined forces 
weVe ifnable to withRand the Ihock of ah enemy 
completely armed, and (killed in military evolutions. 
A miferable (laughter enfued, in' which for^y thou- 
find were killed, and ten thoufand taken pnfoners. 
Thii viQpry was followed by another gained over 
them by Marcellus, in which he killed Viridomarus, 
their king,' with his own hand, and gained thd third 
royal fpoils that-were yet obtained at Rome. Thefe 
conquefts forced them to beg a peace, the conditions 
of which ferved greatly to enlarge the empire. Thus 
the Romans went on with fuccefs ; they had 
now totally recovered their former lofTes, and only 
wanted an enemy worthy of their arms, to begin a 
new 'wan 

The Carthaginians had only made a peace becaufe 
they were no longer able to continue the war. They, 
therefore, took the earlieft opportunity of breaking 
the treaty: they befieged Saguntum, a city of Spain, 
which had been in alliance with Rome; and, thougn 
defired to defift, profecuted their operations with" 
vigour. Ambaflfadors were fent, in confequence, 
from Rome to Carthage, complaining of the infrac- 
tion of their articles, and requiring that Hannibal, 
the Carthaginian general, who had advifed this mea- 
fure, (houTd be delivered up; which being refufed, 
both fides prepared for a fecond Punic war. 

The Carthaginians trufted the management of it,^ 
on their fide, to Hannibal, the fon of Amilcar. This 
extraordinary man had been made the fworn foe of 
Rome, almoft from his infancy ; for, while yet 
very young, his father brought him before the altar,' 
and obliged him to take an oath, that he never would 
be in fri'endfliip with the Romans, nor defift from op* 

pofing 
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pofing their power, until he or they fhould be no- 
more. On his firft appearance in the field, he re- 
conciled, in his own perfbn, the moft juft method of 
commanding, with the moft perfefi obedience to his 
fuperiers. Thu§: he was equally beloved by his ge- 
nerals and the troops he was appointed to lead. He 
was poffeflfed of the great eil courage in oppofing dan- 
ger, and the greateft prefenge of mind in retiring 
from it. No fatigue was able to fubdue his body, nor 
any misfortune to break his fpirit : ecjually patient of 
tieat and cold, he only took fuftenance to content 
nature, arid not to delight his appetite. He was the 
beft horfeman, and the fwifteit runner of his time. 
This great general, who is, confidered as the moft 
(kilful of antiquity, having over-run all Spain, and 
levied a large army of various languages and nations, 
he refolved to carry the w^r into Italy itfelf, as the 
Romans had before catried it into the dominions of 
Carthage. For this purpofc, leaving Hanno with a 
iufficient force to guard his.conquefts in Spain, he 
crofled thePyrenean moi/ntains into Gaul, with, an 
army of fifty thoufanc! foot and ninethoufand horf^. 
He quickly traverfed that country, wTiich was then 
wifd and extenfive, and filled with nations that were 
his decFared enemies. In vain its foreftsand rivers 
appeared^ to intimidate him ; in vain the Rhone with 
its rapid current, and its banks covered with ene- 
mies; or the Dura branched out into numberlefs 
channefs, oppofed his way ; he paffed them all with 
perfeverance, and in ten days arrived at the foot of , 
the Alps, over which he was to explore a new paffage 
into Italy. It was in the- midfl of winter, when this 
a(!oni/hing projeft was undertaken. The feafon 
added new horrors to a fcehe^fthat nature had already 
crowded with objeds of difmay. The prodigious 
height and tremendous (!eepneis of the mountains, 
capped with fnow ; the people barbarous and fierce, 
Jrefled in fkins, with long andftaggy hair j prefcnt- 

ed 
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cd a pifture that impreffed the beholders with afto- 
nifhrnent and terror. But nothing \Vas capable of 
fubduing the courage of the Carthaginian general ;- 
for, at the end of fifteen days fpent in trolling the 
Alps, he found himfelf in the plains of Italy, with 
about half his army remaining ; the reft havTng died 
of the cold, or being cut off by the natives. 

As foon as it was known at Rome, that Hannl* 
T>al, at the head of an innmenfe army, was crofTing 
the Alps, in order to invade their dorninions, tfie fe~ 
nate fern Scipio to oppofe him^ who was obliged to 
retreat with confiderable lofs. In/the mean time, 
Hannibal being thus vitiorious, took' the moft pru- 
dent precautions to encreafe his army ; giving orders 
always to fpare the poffeffioas of the G^uls, while his 
depredations were permitted upon thofe of Rome; 
and this (b pleafed- that fimple people, that ihe^ de- 
clared for him in great numbers,' and, flocked to his 
ilandard with alacrity. 

The fecond battle was fought iipon the banks of 
the river Trebia. The Carthag,inian general being 
^kp^tlCed of the Romati impetuofity, of which he al- 
ways availed himfelf in almoft every engagement, 
had fent oflF a body ol a thoufand horfe, each with 'a 
foot foldier behind, acrofs the river, tp ravage the 
enemies country, and provoke thf m to engage. Tjie 
Romans quickly routed this force, who, teeming to 
be, defeated, took to the river, and were as eagerly 
purfued by Sempronius, the confiif. It was not, 
however, till his army was got upon the oppofitc 
bank, that he perceived himfelf half conquered al- 
ready, his men being fatigued with wading up to 
their armpits, and quite benumbed by the intenfe 
coldnefs of the water. A total rout enfued ; twen- 
ty-fix thoufand of the Romans were either killed by 
the enemy, or drowned in attempting .to repafs the 
river. A body of ten thoufand mep were all that 
furvived ; who, finding themfelves enclofedon every 

fide. 
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fide, broke defperately through the enemies ranks, 
and foiight retreating, till they found flielter in the 
city of Place ntia. 

The third defeat the Romans fuftained was at the 
^ lake of Thrafimeoe ; near to which was a chain of 
mountains, and, between thefe and the lake, a nar- 
row paffage leading to a valley that was embofomcd 
in hills. It was upon thefe bills that Hannibal dif- 

f[)f€d his beft troops, and it was into this valley that 
laminius, the Roman general, led his men to at- 
tack him. A difpofition every way fo favourable for 
the Carthaginians, was alfo affifted by accident ; for 
a mift rifing from the lake, kept the Romans from 
ieeing their enemies ; while the army upon the 
mountains, being above its influence, few the wbolfg 
difpofition of their opponents. The fortune pf the 
day was fuch as might be expefted from the conduft 
of the two generals ; the Roman army was broken^ 
and flaughtered, almoft before th^y could perceive 
the enemy that deftroyed them. About fifteen thou- 
fand Romans, together with Flaminius himfelf, fe|| 
in the valley, and fix thoufand more were obliged io 
yield tbemfelves prifoners of war. 

Upon the news of this defeat at Rom^, after the 
general confiernation was allayed, the fenate, upon 
mature deliberation, refolved to eleff a commander 
with abfolyte authority, in whoiii they migjit repofis 
their laft and greateft expeSations. Their choice fell 
upon Fabius Maximiis, a man of great courage, but 
^^'ith a happy mixture of caution. He was apprifed 
that the only way to humble the Carthaginians at 
filch a diftance from home, was rather by harafllng 
them than by fighting. For this purpofe, he always 
encamped upon the highefrgrounds, inacceflible to 
the enemies cavalry. Whenever they moved he 
moved, watched their motions, ftraightened their 
quarters, and cut off their provifipns. 

By 
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By thefc arts, Fabius had aSually, at one dme, 
cnclofed Hannibal among mountains, where it was 
impoffible to winter ; and yet, from which it was 
almoft impraSicable to extricate hisr army without 
imminent danger. In this exigence, nothing but- 
one of thofe ftratagems of war, which fall to the lot 
of great abilitjes only to invent, conld fave-hira : he 
ordered a number ot fmalLfagots and lighted torches 
to J)e tied to the horns of two thoufand oxen, that he 
had in his camp, and that they ihould be driven to- 
wards the enemy. Thefe tbffing their heads,' and 
running up the fides pf the mountains, feemed to fiV 
the whole neighbouring foreft with fire; while the 
centinels that were placed to guard the approaches of 
the mountain*, feeiqg fuch a number of flames ad- 
vancing towards their ports, fled in cdnftcrnalion, 
fupj>6fing the whole body of the eneniy was in arms 
to overwhelm them, fiy this flratagem, Hannibal 
drew off his army, and efcapexJ^ through the defiles 
that led beneath the hills, though with confiderable 
damage to his rear. - 

S0Q9 after, Fabius was obliged to lay^dbwn his of- 
fice, his timrbeing expired, and Terentius Varro 
was chofen by the majority to fucceed to the com- 
mand. This Tarentius Varro was a man fprung 
from the dregs of the people, with nothing but his 
confidence and riches to recommend him. - With 
him was joined ^milius Paulus, of a difpofitibn en- 
tirely oppofite; experienced in the field, cautious iji 
a£tion, and imprefled with a thorough contempt for 
the abilities 6f his plebeian colleague. 

The Romans finding themfelves enabled to bring 
fl competent force into the field, being almoft ninety 
thoufand ftrong, now a^in refolved to meet Hanni- 
bal, who was at this time; encamped near the village* 
6f Cannae, with a win^d that for a certain feafon blows 
flill one way, in his rear, which raifing great clouds 

of 
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of duft from the parched plains behind, he knew 
muft greatly diftrefs ari approaching enemy. In this 
fttuation he waited the coming up of the Romans, 
, with an army of forty ihoufand foot and half that 
number of cavalry. The two confuls foon s^ppeared, 
to his wifh, dividing their forces into two paris, and 
agreeing to take the command everv day by turns. 
On the firft'day of their arrival, it falling to the lot 
of ^milius to command, he was entirely averfe to 
engaging. The next day, however, it beir^ come 
toVarro's turn to command, he, withput afking his 
colleague's concurrence, gave the fignal for battle ; 
and pading the river Aufidus, that lay between both 
armies, put his forces in array. The battle bjegan 
with thp light-armed infantry ; the horfe engaged 
foon after ; and the Roman cavalry bejng unable to 
(land againft thofe of Numidia, the legions came up 
to reinforce them. It was then that the confli6t be- 
came general ; the Romin fbldiers, for a lon^ lime, 
endeavoured, but in vain, to penetrate the centre,; 
where the Gauls and. Spaniards fought ; which Han- 
nibal obferving, ordered part ot thofe troops to give 
way, and to permit the Romans. to embofom them- 
felves within axhofcn body of his Africans, whom 
he had place<^ on their wing, fo as to fiirround them : 
qpon that a terrible (laughter began to enfue of the 
Romans, fatigued with repeated attacks, from the 
Africans, who were frelh and vigorous. At la ft the 
rout became general in every part of the Roman 
army ; the boaftings of Varro were now no longer 
heard; while iffimilius, ivho had been terribly 
wounded by a (linger in the very beginning of the 
engagement, ft ill feebly led on his body of horfe, 
and Old all that could be done to make head againft 
the enemy ; liowever, being unable to (It on horfe- 
back, he was forced to difmount. It was in this de- 
plorable condition of things, that one Lentulus, a 
tribune of the army, ai he wa» flying on borfeback 

from 
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from the enemy, which at feme diftance purfaed 
him, met iffimilius fitting upon a ftone, covered over 
with blood and wounds, and waiting for the coming 
up of the puffuers. " ^rnilius," cried the gene- 
rous tribune, " you, at leaft, are guiltlefs of this 
" day*s (laughter: take my horCe, and fly.'* ** I 
" thank thee, Lcntulu%" cryed the dying conflil^ 
'* all is over, my part is chofen: go, t command 
** thee, and tell' the fenate, from me, to fortify 
** Rome againflrthe approach of the conqueror. Tell 
'* F^abius alfo, that u^milins^ while Kving, ever re- 
** membered his advice; and now, dying, approves 
" it." While he was yet fpeaking, the enemy ap- 
proached ; and Lentulus, before he was out of view, 
faw the conful ekpire, feeblyjighting iii the midft of 
hundreds. In this battle the Romans loft fifty thou- 
fand men, and fo many knights, that it is faid, 
Hannibal fent three bufhels of gold rings to 
Carthage, which thofe of this order had worn on their 
fingers. 

When the firft confternation was abated, after (his 
dreadful blow, at Rome, the fenate came to a general 
refolution, to create a dilator, in order to give 
ftrength to their government. Aihorttinr^e after, 
Varro arrived, having left behind him the wretched 
remains of his army ; and, as he had btth the prin- 
cipal caufe of the late calamity, it was natural to fup- 
pofe, that the fenate would feverely reprimand the 
rafhneft of his conduft. But far otherwife ! The 
Romans went out in muhitudes >to meet him ; and 
the feYiate returned him thanks, that he had not de- 
ftaired of the fafety of Rome. Fabius, who was con- 
ftdered as the (hield oi Rom^, and Marcellus as the 
fword, were appointed to lead the armies; and, 
though Hannibal once more offf red thenrx peace, they 
refufed it, but upon condition that he fliould quit 
Ifaly. — ^Terms fimilarto thofe they hadformerlj^ in- 
fiftfed upon froifa Pyrrhus. 

• In 
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In the mean time, Hannibal, cither fi 
impoflibility of marching dircSly to Rom 
ing to give his forces reft after inch a migh 
led them to Capua, where he refolved i 
This city had long been confidered as tl: 
luxury, and the corrupter of allmilitary vii 
therefore, a new fcene of pleafure opened 
barian troops ; and they at once gave thei 
to the intoxication, till, from being hard) 
they became infirm rioters. 

Hitherto we have found this great man 
but now we are to reverfe the piSure, s 
him ftruggling with accumulated misforti 
at laft, finking beneath them. 

His firft iofs was at the fiegeof Nola, w 
cellus the praetor rriade a' fuccefsful fally. 
time after attempted to raife the fiege of C 
attacked the Romans in their trenches, b 
repulfed with confiderable bfs. He the 
feint of going to beficge Rome; but fitidin 
or armyreadyto receive him, h« Was obi 
tire. For fome years after, he fought w 
•various futcefs ; Marcellus, his opponet 
fometimes gaining, and fometimes lofi 
the advantage, but coming to no declfiv 
ment. 

The fenate of Carthage, at length, car 
folution of fending his brother Afdmbal 
liftance,. with a body of forces drawn ou 
AfdrubaPs march being made known to tl 
Livius and Nero, they went againft him 
expedition, and furrounding him in a p 
which he was. lead by the treachery of 
they cut his whole ariny to peices. Har 
long expeSed thefe fuccours with impatii 
the very night on Which he had been afl 
brother's arrival, Nero ordered Afdrubal's 
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cut oflF and thrown into his brother's camp. Tfec 
Carthaginian general, now, therforc, began to per- 
ceive the approaches of the downfall, of Cartilage ; 
and could not help, with a figh, obferving tcT thofe 
about him, that fortune feemed fatigued wkh grant-, 
ing-her favours. 
tj ^In the mean time, fortune feemed to favour the 
^Ronrun arms in other parts ; Marcellus tookthexity 
of 5yr^cufe in Sicily, which was defended by 
the machines and the fires of Archimedes the ma- 
thematician. 

The inhabitants were put to the fword.; and 
among the reft, Archimedes bimfelf, who was found > 
meditating in his ftudy, by a Rv man foldieri. Mar- 
cellus, the general, was not a iittle grieved at bis 
death. A paflion for letters, at that time, began to 
prevail among, the highe;- ranks ot people at Rome. 
He therefore ordered his hoAy to be honourably buri- 
ed, and a tomb tobcere<5ledto his memory, which hit 
own works have long furviv^d. . ^ 

As to their fortunes in Spain, though for a while 
they appeared doubtful, two of the Scipios being 
{lain, and Clai[dius Nero, the governor of. the pro- 
" vince, appearing much an under-match for the cun- 
ning of the Carthaginian general; yet they foon re- 
covered their complexion under the conduQ of Scipio 
Ahicanus, who fued fpr the ofBce of proconfuly to 
tha^l^ngdom, at a time when every ,one elfe was 
wUfTng to decline it; Scipio, who was -now but 
twenty four years old, had all \\\t qualificat^ions re-* 
-^uifite for forming a great general, andagopd rhan,: 
he united the greateft courage with the greateft ten- 
dernefs ; fuperior to Hannibal jn the arts of peace, 
and alrtioft his equal in thofe of war. His father had 
been killed in Spain, fo that he feemed to " have, an 
hereditary claim to attack that country. He there/orc 
appeared irrefiftible, obtaining many great viddries. 
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yet fubduing ftill more by his gencrofity, mildncft, 
and benevolent difpofition, than by the force of his 
arms. 

It was fliortly after, thit he returned with an army 
from the conqtieft of Spain^ and wsis made conful at 
the age of twenty-nine. It was at &rft fuppofed, he 
intended meeting Hannibal in Italy» and that he 
would attempt driving hmt from thejice ; but he hsrf 
already formed a wifer plan, which Was to carry the 
wgr into Africa, and, while the Carthaginians kept 
an army near Rome, to make them tremble for their 
own capital. 

iScipio was not long in Africa without employ- 
meii ; ior, in a (hort time, ^anno oppofed him» 
but he w'a& defeated and ilaia* Syphax, the ufurper 
of Numidia, led vp a large army ag«inft him. The 
Roman general, for a time, declined fighting, till 
finding an opportunity, he fct foe to the enemy's 
' tents, and attacking them in the midft of (he con*- 
ftifion, killed forty thoufand men^ and took fix thou-^ 
(and prifbners. 

The Carthaginians now beginmng to be terrified 
at their repeated defeats^ and ^ the fame of Scipio's 
fuccefies, determined to recall HannibaJ, their great 
champion, out of Italy, in order to oppofe theRo* 
mans at home. Deputies were accordingly dif- 
patched, with a pofitiye command, for htm to re- 
turn and oppofe the Roman general, who at that 
time threatened Cajrthage with a fiege. Nothing 
could exceed the regret and difappointmcnt of Hanni- 
bal, npon receiving this order. However, he obey- 
ed the orders of his infatuated country, with the 
fame fubmifllon that the meaneft foldier would have 
done, and took leave of Italy, with tears in his eyes> 
after havinff kept poQejOSan of the tnoA beautiful parts 
<rf it for above fineen years. 

Upon hia arrival at llcptis, in Africa^ from whence 

he inarched to Adrumetum, he at laft approached 

F Zama, 
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Zama/ a city withii\ five days journey of Carthage. 
Scipo, in the mean time, led his army to meet 
him, joined by Maflinifla, with fix thoufand horfe ; 
and, to fliew his rival in the field, how little he fear- 
ed bis approach, fent back the fpies which were 
fcnt to explore his camp, having previoiifly fhewa 
them the whole, with direftions to inform Hanni- 
bal of what they had feen. Thfe Carthaginian gene- 
ral, confcions of his inferiority, endeiavoured to dif- 
contrnue the war by negociation; and defircd a 
meeting with Scipio, to confer upon terms of peace, 
to which the Roman general afTented. But, after a 
long conference, both fides 'parting diflatisfied, they 
returned to their camps, to prepare for deciding the 
controverfy by the fword. Never was a more me- 
morable battle fought, whether ^e regard the gene- 
rals, the armies, the twor ftates that contended, or 
the empire that vrzs in difpute. The difpofitioti 
Hanniba^made of his men, isfaid, by the fkilful in 
the art of war; to te fuperior to any, even of his for- 
mer arrangements. The battle began' with the 
elephants, on the fide of the Carthaginians, which \ '^ 
being terrified at the cries of the Romans, and 
wounded by the flingers and archers, turned upon 
their drivers, and canfed much confufion in both 
wings of their army, in which the cavalry Was 
placed. Being thus deprived of the alfiftance of the 
horfe, in which their greatefl flrength confiftcd/ :' 
the heavy infantry joined on both fides; but the Ro- .^ 
nians being flronger of body, the Carthaginians w^re 
obliged to givc.ground. In the mean ttnae, Maffinif- ^, 
- fa, who had been in purfitit of their cavalry, return- 
ing and attacking them in the rear, completed their 
defeat. A total rout enfued, twenty thoufand men 
were killed in the battle or the purfuit, and as many 
were taken prifoners. Hannibal, ^ho had done all 
that a great general and an undaunted foldier could 
perform, fled with a fmall body of horfe to Adrumc- 

tum, 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. 99 

torn, fortune fecming to delfght in confounding his 
ability, his valour, and experience. 

This viQory brought on a peace. The Carthagi- 
nians, by HannibaPs advice, offered conditions to 
the Romans, which they di6bted, not as rivals, bat 
as fovereigns. By this treaty, the Carthaginians 
were obliged to quit Spain, and all the Wands in the 
Mediterranean fea. They were bound to pay ten 
thoufand talents in fifty yeai*s ; to give hcftages for 
the delivery of their (hips and their elephants; to re* 
ftore Maflinifla all the territories that had been taken 
frpm him, and not to make war in Africa, but by 
the permiflion of the Romans. Thus ended the 
fecond Punic war, feventeen years after it ^ had 
begun," 



C H A P. XVI. 

From the- end of the fecond Punic war to 'the end 
* of the third, which terminated in the deftruSion 

/ Y V HILE the Romans were engaged with Han- 
nibal, they carried on alfo a vigorous war againft 
Philip, king of Macedonia, not a little incited there- 
to by the prayers of the Athenians ; who, from once 
controlling the pov^er of Perfia, were now unable to 
• defend themfelyes. The Rhodians, with Attalus, 
king of Pergamus, alfo entered into the confederacy 
againft Philip. He was more than once defeated by 
. f Galba, the conful, who was fent againft him. He 
attempted tb beficge Athens, but the Romans oblig- 
ed him to raife the fiege. He attempted to take pof- 
feflton of the ftreights of TKcrmopyte, but was dri-^ 
ven from them, by Quintus Fjaminius, with g*-eat 
flaughter. He attempted to take refuge in Theflaly, 
wherie be was again defeated, with cbrifiderable lofs. 
Fa and 
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to beg a peace, upon condition of pajr- 
and talents, halfxlown, and the other half 
e often years. The peace, with Philip 
omans an opportunity of fliewing t^icir ge- 
y r^ftortng liberty to Greece. 
IS, -king of Syria^ was next brought to fiib- 
RonGLan arms; after fome enlbauies on the 
nd'the other, a war was declared againft 
rea;ra after the conclxifion of the Macedo- 

rrous mtftafccs ami mifconduA, he at- 
obtaiu a peace, by oiFering to quit all his 
Lifope; and fuch in Alia as profeffed air 
ome* But it was now too late, Scipio 
[MS own fuperiority, was refoived to avail 
it. Ahtiochus, thus driven into re- 
r fome ttn»e retreated before th^ enemy, 
Teffed heard, near the city of Magnefia, 
td to draw out his men, to th^ number of 
jufeiul foot, and twelve thoufand* horfe 
ifed him with forces, as much inferior in 
they were fuperior in courage anil cfif-. 
tiochus therefore was in a (hort time di- 
ed; his own chariots, armed with fcythes, 
n back upon his men, contributed much 
tuow. Being tfius reduced to the laft ex- 
; was glad to pFOcure peace of the Ro- 
a dieir own ternis ; which wcre„ to pay 
ifaiiidt talents towards the expencEiS of the 
it all his pofleffions in Europe, and like- 
ifia, on that fide Mount Taurus ;^to give 
lagcs, as .pledges of his fidelity ; and, 
i^ Hannib^U the inveterate enemy of 

lean tame, Ha,Dxnhftl, whofe dedruftion 

the articles of thts extorted treaty, en - 

D avoid the threatened ruin. This con- 

^neral had bees long a wand^er, and an 

. exile 
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<xile from Ws ungrateful country. He had taken re- 
fuge at the touTt of Ahtiochus, who, at firft, gave 
him a (mcere wdcome, and made him adniiral of 
hit fleet, in which ftation he fhewed his ufual fldlt 
in ftratagem. But he foon fiink in the Syrian's 
cfteera, for having advifed fchemes> which that mo- 
narch had neither genttis to uaderftMnd, nor talents 
to execute. Sure, therefore, to find no fafeiy or 
proteSion, he departed by ftealthjartd, after wan- 
derFng for a time among petty ftates, who had 
neittier power apr generoiity to protefl: him, he took- 
refuge at the court of Pnifias, king of Kthynia. In 
the mean time, the Romans, \yith a vindictive fpirit 
utterly unworthy of them, fent ^milius, one of 
their moil celebrated geiierals» to demand him of 
this king; who fearing the refentment of Rome,, 
and wiliing to confiliate their friendfliip, by this 
breach of hofpitality, ordered a guard to be placed 
upon Hannibal, with an intent tp deliver him up. 
Tht poor old general, thi» implacably perfccut^d 
from one pouutry to another, and find;ing aH'nK'. 
thods of iafety cut off^ determined to die :xhe there- 
fore, defired^one of his followrersto bring him poi- 
Ifoa, which he had ready for this exigence ; and5 
drinking it, he expired, as he had livedo with i^tre* 
pid bravery. ^ 

A iecond Macedonian war was foon after »j ^, 
proclaimed againfl Perfeus, the fon,of Phili|5, U ' 
whom we have already feen obliged to beg 5,3' 
peace of the Romans, Perfeus, in order to fecure 
the crown, had contrived to murder his brother De- 
metrius; and, upon the death of hfs father, pleafed 
wkh- the hopes of iniaginafy triumphs, made war 
againft Rome*. During the courfe of this war,/ 
which coficinued about three years, many opportuni- 
ties were offered 'him of cutting off the Roman 
army ; but being perfeQly ignorant how to take ad- 
vantage of their raflinefs, he fpent the time in empty 
F 3 overtures 
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overures for a peace. At fength, iEmilius gave 
him a decifive overthrow near the river Enipeus. He 
attempted to procure fafety By flyitig into Crete ; but 
being abandoned by all, he was obliged to furrender 
himfelf, and to grace the fplendid triumph of the 
Roman general. 

About this time, MafTintffa, the Numidian, hav- 
ing made fomc incurfions into a territory claimed by 
the Carthaginians, they attempted to repel the inva- 
fion. This brought on a war between that monarch 
and them ; while the Romans, vrho pcetended to 
confider this condu3 of theirs as an ififra^ion of the 
treaty, fent to make a complaint. The abafladors 
who were employed upon this occadon finding tlie 
city very rich and flourifhing^, from the long interval 
of peace which it had now enjoyed for near fifty 
years, either from motives of avarice to poflefs its 
plunder, or from fear of its growing greatnefs, infift- 
ed much on the neceflity of a war^ which was foon 
after proclaimed, and the confuls fet out with a 
thorough refolution utterly to demolifli Carthage. 

The wrctehed Carthaginians finding that the con- 
querots would not defift from mraking demands, while 
they had any thing left to fupply, attempted tj> 
foften the viSors by fubmiifion ; but thej received 
orders to leave their city, which was to be levelled 
with the ground. This fevere command they re- 
ceived with all the concern and diftrefs of defpair- 
ing people : they implored for a refpitc from fuch ism 
hard fentente ; they ufed tears and lamentations : 
but finding the confuls inexorable, they departed 
with a gloomy refolution, prepared to fuffer the ut- 
moft extremities, and to fight to thclaft for their feat 
ofempke; 

Thofe veflTels, therefore, of gold and filver, which 
their luxury had taken fuch pride in, were convert- 
ed into arms. The women parted alfo with their 
oriiaments^ and even cut off their hair to be con- 
verted 
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▼ertcd into firings for the bowmen. Afdrubal, who 
had be^n lately condemned for oppofingthe Romans, 
was now taken from priibn to head their army ; and 
fuch preparations were made, that, when the confuls 
came before the city^ which they expeSed to find ai» 
eafy conqueft, they roet with ftrcji refiftance, as quite 
dilpirited their forces, and ihoolc their refolution. Se- 
veral engagements were fought before the walls, 
with difadvantage to the aflailants; fo that the fiege 
would have been difcontinued, had not Scipio -ffimi* 
lianus, the adopted fon of Africapus, who was now 
appointed to command it, ufed as^ much ftill to fave 
his forces after a defeat, as to infpire them with frefh 
hopes of viftory. But afl his arts would have fail- 
ed, had he not found means to feduce Pharneas, the 
matter of the Carthaginian horfe, who came over to 
his fide. The unhappy townfmen,. fooB faw the ene- - 
my make nearer ^(gproaches ; the wall which kd to 
the haven was quickly dem9irfhedy,foon after,, the 
Forum itfelf was taken,, which offered the conque- 
rors, a. deplorable fpeSacle of houfes nodding to. the 
fall^ heaps of meir lyings dead,, hundereds of the 
wounded ffruggling to- emerge from the carnage a- 
round thcm^ and depbring their own and their 
country's ruin. The citadel ibon after farrei^dered at 
difcretioH. All now but the temple was fubdued,^ 
and that was defended by deferters from the Roman 
army, and thofe who had been mod forward to un* 
dertake the war. Thefe, however,^ expefting no 
mercy, and finding their condition defperate, fet fire 
to the building, and voluntarily perifhed in the 
flames. This was the end of one of the mod re- 
Bowned cities in the world, both for' arts, opulence, 
adextent of dominion J it had rivalled Rome, for 
above ^ hundred years, and^ at one time, was 
thought to have the fuperiority. 

This conqueft overCarthige, was foon followed 

by many over other ftates. Corinth, one of the nobleft 

F 4 eilieft 
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cities of Greece, in the fjime yeat, fiiftalned the fame 
fate, being entered by Mummius, the cdnfd, and 
levelled to the ground. Scipio alfo having laid fiege 
, to Numantla, the ftrongeft city in Spain^ the wretch- 
ed inhabitants, to avoid falling into the hands of the 
enemy, fired the city over their own heads ; and all, ' 
to u man, expired in the flames* Thus Spain be- 
came a province belonging to Rome, and was governr 
cd thenceforward by two annual prseton. 

CHAP. XVII. 

From t)ie deftruQion of Carthage to the end of the 
,^ ^^ fcdition of the Gracchi. - 

^S/^T^ ,[!LJ.C.$2i.1 

^ JIL H E Romans now being left without a rival, 
the triumps and the fpoils of Afia, brougHt in a 
taft^ for fplcfiaid expence ; and thefe produced ava- 
rice and inverted ambition. The two Gracchi were 
the firft who faw this ftranj^e corruption among the 
- g''^at, and refolved to reprefs it, by renewing the Li- 
cini^n law^ which had- enaEted, that no perfon in 
ihe' ftate fhould ^pffefs a\yove five hundred acres of 
land. Tiberius Gracchus^ the elder of the two, 
was a perfon very confiderable both for the advan-» 
tages of his body, and the qualities of his mind/ 
Very different from Scipio, of whom he was the 
grandfbn^ he feemed more ambitious of power than 
defirous of glory: his compaffion for the opprefled 
was equal to his animofity againft the oppreffors ; 
but unhappily his paffions, rather than his jreafon, 
operated even in his purfuits of virtue; and thefe al- 
ways drove hjm beyond the tine of duty. This was 
the difpofition of the elder Gracchus, who found the 
lower part of the people ready to fecpnd all hrs pro- 
pofals. This law, though at firft carried on with 
proper moderation, greatly difguefted the rich, who ^ 

endeavoured 
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endeavoured to pefuade the people, that the propofer 
only aimed atdiflurbing the government, and put- 
ting all things into confurion. But Gracchus, wha> 
was a ndan T>f the ^reiteft eloquence of his time» eafilyr 
wiped oflT thefe impreftions fom the minds of the 
people, already irritated with their wrongs;, and,, at 
length, the law was paiTed. 

The death of Attalus, king of Pcrgamus,, fumifli* 
ed Tiberius Gracchus with a new opportunity of 
gratifying the mraner part of the people, at the ex- 
pence of the great. This king had by his lafl will 
)eft the Romans hi« heirs; andit was now propofed, 
that the money fo left; fhould jbe divided among the 
poor, in order to furnifli them with proper utenfils 
tor cultivating' the lands,^ which became theirs by the 
fate law of partition. Thi& Caufcd ftitl greater din-"'\ 
turbances than before: the.lTnale aflembled upon 
this occaiion^, in order to confult the mod proper me- 
thods of fecuring thefe riches to themfeUes, which 
they now valued above the fafety of the common- 
wealth: they had numerous dependents, who wtbre 
willing to give ap liberty for plentj-and eafe :' thefe 
therefore, were commanded to be in readinefs, to 
intimidate the people, who expe3ed no fuch oppofi^ 
tion ; and who were now attending to the harranguea 
of Tiberius Gracchus in the Capitol. Here, as a 
clamour was raifed by the clients of the great on one 
ifde, and by the favourers of the law on the other, 
Tiberius found his fpeech intirely interrupted, and 
begged, in vain, to be attended to ; till at laft, raif— 
ing his hand to his head^ to intimate that his life was^ 
in danger, the partiz^ns of the fenate gave oqt, thar 
be wanted a diadem. Ih confeqnence of this^ an* 
Qniverfal uproar fpread ifftilf through aH ranks of pea- 
pie; the Cdrrupt part of the {enate were of opinion, 
that the conftil fhouki defend the Commonwealth by 
force of armfi; but this prudent nf)agi{lra}e declining' 
fuch violence^ Scipio Nafica,. fcinfnfwn to Gracchus, 
P 5; immediately 
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immedietely rofe up, and, preparing himfclf for the 
conteft, defired that all who would defend the digni- 
ty and the authority of the laws, (houtd follow him. 
Upon this, attended by a large body of fenators and 
clients, untied with clubs, he weiit dredly to the 
Capitof, ftriking down all who ventured to refill; 
Tiberius perceiving by the tumuli, that his life u^as 
fought for, endeavoured to fly; and throwing afide 
his robe, to expedite his efcape, attempted to * get 
through the ^hrong ; but happening to fall over a per- 
fon already on the ground, Saturnius, one of his 
colleagues in the tribuneftiip, whp was of the oppo- 
fite faaion, ftruck him dead with a piece of a ieat ;< 
and not lefs than three hundred of his hearers ihared 
th^ fame fate, being killed in the tumult. Nor did 
\ Hhe vengeance of the fenate reft here, but extended 
to numbers of thofe who feemed to cfpoufe his catife;- 
many of them were put to death, many were ba-- 
nifhed, and nothing was omitted to infpire the people 
with an abhorrence of his pretended crimes. 

Caius Gracchus, the brother of him who was flain, 
was but twenty-one uponihe death of Tiberius, and, 
as he was too young to be much dreaded by the great, 
fo he was at firft unwilling to Incur their refentment, 
by aims beyond his reach; he therefore iived in re- 
tirement, unfeen and almoft forgotten. But, while 
he thus feemed defirous of avoiding popularity, he 
was employing his folitude in the ftudy of eloquence/ 
which was the read i eft means to obtain it: at lengthy 
When he thought bimfelf qualified to ferve his coun- 
try, he oflFertd himfelf candidate for the quaeftorfeip. 
to the arxny ft Sardinia, which he readily obtained. 
His valour, aflPability, and temperance in this office 
was remarked by all. The king c^Numidia fending 
a prefeot of corn to the Romans, ordered his ambal- 
fadors tp fay, that it was entirely as a tribute to the 
virtues of Caius Gracchus. This' the fenate treated 
with fcorn, and ordered the ambaiTadors to be dif^ 
> . ' miOed 
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mifled with cX)nteippt, as ignorant barbarians; 
which fb enflamed the refentment of young Grac- 
chus, that he inimediatefy cantie from the ai:nfiy, tp 
tompiain of the indignity thrown upon his reputa- 
tion, and to offer hijtnfelf /or the tribunefhip of the- 
people. It was then that the great found ia: this* 
youth, who had been, hitherto negfcSed* upon' ac;- 
count of his age^ a more formidable^ antogonift fhan 
ever his brother had been* , Notwithflfanding the 
warmeft pppofition froo^ the fenate, he was declared 
tribune, by a very large majocity, and. he now pre*- 
pared ti> rua the lame careef which his brother had 
gone before himy t 

His firff effort wa* to have t'opiKus,, one of the 
moft inveterate of his brother's enemies, cited before 
the people,, Vho,^ father than ftand the event of a ' 
trial, chofe to go into voluntary Banifliment. ¥£& 
next procured an edi^, granting the freedom of the 
city to, the inhabitants of Latium; arid, foon after^ 
to all the peopfe on that fide the Alps, He after'^ 
wards fixed the prfce of corn to ^ moderate fltmdkrdi, 
and procured a monthly diftribution of it among th^ 
people. He then proceededito an infpcQionMnto the 
Kite corruptions of the fenate; in which. the whole 
body being coijviftedof bribery,, extortion,, and the 
fale of oflffces, for at that tirtie a: totals degeneracy 
feemed to have taken place, a law way made, tranf-. 
ferring the power of judging corrupt magiftrates^ 
from the fenate to the kniglH®>, whicb.made a great 
alteration in the cdnffitutiotti . ^ 

Gracchus,, by thefe means,, being grown; not only , 
very popular,, bur v^ry. powerfuMn the.ffate,, was be-. 
come an objeft', at which the fenate aimed all their . 
refentment; But he fdoiv found the populace a faith- 
fefs and unffeady fupport ; they began to withdraw 
all theif confidence fcom him^ and to place it^upon 
Drufus, a man ihfidiouflyfet up againffhim by^he 
fenate. Jk w^s. in vain,, rnat he revived. th$;.ticini^n 

law 
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taw in their favour, and caWed trp fevefal o/ the iff- 
habitants of the different towns of Itafy to his fuf>- 
portj the fenate ordered them all' to 'depart Rome, 
and even fent one ftranger to pf Ifon^ whwm Gracchus 
had invited to live \yith him, and honoured with his 
tahle and friendfliip. To this indignity was Ihortly 
after added a difgrace df a more fataJ tendency ; for 
landing for the tribanefMp a third time, he was 
re]e3ed, it being fuppofed^ that the officers^ whofq 
duty it was to make the return, were bribed to re- 
jeflt hiin, though fairly chofen* 

It was now fecn, that the fate of Gracchus ^ai 
refolved on, OpinruuS| the confut, wa« not contented 
with the proteaion of ^H the fenate and the knights, 
with a numerous re\inu<| cyf flavesand Clkhts, but or- 
dered a body of Candians, that Were mercenaries in 
the Roman fervicej to follow and attend him. Thus 
guarded, and confcious of the fuperiority of his 
forces, he infulted Gracchus wherever he met him, 
doing all in his power to produce a quarrel, in which 
ibc might have a prcteftce of difpatching his enemy in* 
the fray. Gracchus avoided all recrimination, and, 
as if apprifed of the confuPs defignd, -would not even 
wear any kin^ of arms for his defence. His friend 
Flaccus, however, a, zealous tribune, was not fo re- 
mifs, but refolved to opppfe (jarty again ft party, arid 
for this pufpofe brougnt up feveral countrymen to 
Rome, who came under pretence of deflring employ- 
ment. Whcii the day for detcrnaining the cbntroveriy 
was arrived, the two parties, early in the morning, 
attended at the Capitof, where, while the confbl was 
Sacrificing, according to cuftom, one of the liSors 
takmg up tb$ entrails of the beaft that wasit^in, in 
order to remove tnem, could not forbear crying out 
to Fulvius and hb party, ** You, ye faSious citixeas, 
** make way for honeft-men.'V This Infult fo pro-^ 
voked the party to whom it was addrefled, that they 
inftantly feH upon him, and jpierced him ta death 

with 
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with the itiftrumcnts_they afed in wrijring, which 
they then happened to haVc th their hands. This 
murder caufed a great difturbance in the affembly ; 
but partiality Gracchus, who faw the confequences 
that wefcfikcly to cnfue, reprimanded his pafty for 
giving his enemies fuch advantage over hitn ; but 
now prepared to lead his followers to riiount Aver>- 
tine. It was there he learned, that proclamation had 
been made by th« confuFs, that whoever (hould bring 
cith^ his head, or that of Flaccus, (hould receive its 
weight in gold as a reward. It. was to no pnrpofe, 
that he fcnt the youngeft fon of Flaccus, who was 
yet a child, with propofals fiar an accommodation. 
The fcnate and the confuls, who were fenfible of 
their fuperiority, rejeQed all his oiflFers, and refolvcd 
to pumfli his offence with nothlnff lefs than death ; 
and they offered pardon aMb to all who (houW leave 
him immediately^ This produced the defired effeS; 
the people fell from him by degrees, and left him 
with very inferior forces^ In the mean time, Opi« 
mius, the conful, whothirfted forflauj^hter, leading 
his forces op to Mount Aventine, fell m among the 
crowd with ungovernable fury : a terrible flaughter 
of the fcarce refifting multitude enfued, and not lefs 
than three thoufand c^ti^em were (lain upon the fpot, 
Flaccus attempted to find ftieher in a ruinous coi^tage; 
but being difcovered, was flain, with his eldeft fon. 
Gracchus, at firft, retired to the temple of I^ana, 
where he D^as refolved to die by his own hand ; but 
was prevented by two of his faithful friends and fol^ 
lowers'*, Pomponius ah J Lucinius, who forced him 
to fcek fafety by flight. From thence he made the 
beft of his way to crbfs a bridge, tfiat led from th^ 
city, ffill attended by his t\i^o getterum friends, «i^ 
a Grecian flave, whofc name was Philocrates. But 
his porfuers ftijl prefled upon him froin behindy^afrf 
when come to the foot of the bridge, he was O' 
to turn and face the ehemy. His two friends 
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foon flaln, defending himagainft the crowd; and ha 
Was forced to take refuge, with his flave, in a grove 
beyond the Tyber, which had long been dedicated 
to the Furies. Here finding himfejf furrpundtd on^ 
every fide, and no way left of efcaping, h^ prevailed 
upon his flave to kill him, who immediately after 
killed himfelf, and feU down dead upon the bodj of 
his beloved matter. The ^urfuers foon coming up,_ 
cut off the head of Gracchus, and blaced it for a 
while as a trophy upon z fpear. Soon after, one 
Seftimuleius carrying it home, there, firft hav- 
ing fecretly taken out the brain, he filled it with 
lead, in prder to make it weigh heavier, and thus 
received of the conful feventeen pounds of gold aa^ 
his recompence. 

Thus died Caius Gracchus, about, ten years after 
his brother Tiberius,* and fix after he began to be , 
aftive in the commonwealth. He is ufiially impeach- 
ed by hiftorians, as guilty of fedition ; but from what 
we fee of his charafter, the difturbanee of public tran- 
quility was rather owing to his oppofers than to* 
him ; fo that inftead of calling the tumults of that 
time, the fedition of the Gracchi, we ihould rather 
call them the fedition of the feyte againil the Grac- 
chi, fince the efforts of the latter were made in vindi- 
cation of a law, to which the fenate had aflented^ 
and as the defigns of the former were fupported by an 
extraneous -armed power from the country^ that had 
never before meddled in the bufinefs of the legifla^ 
lion, and whofe introdud;ion gave a mod irrecover- 
able blow to the conffitution^ Whether the Grac- 
cjii were aSuated by niotives of ambition or of pa- * 
triptifm, in the^ promulgation of thefe lawsuit is 
impofltble to determine ; but certain it i^,. from What 
appears, that all jufiice was on their fide,' andall in- 
jury on that of the fenate. In- fad, this body was . 
ftpiiv quite changed from that venerable aflemjbly, 
/^ l^^h we have fceaevcrthrowing Pyrrhus and Han- 
*"" ^" < niSal^ 
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nibal, as much by their virtues as by their arms# 
Tiiey were now only to be diftinguimed trom tlic 
reft of the people by 'their fuperior luxuries; and 
ruled the commonwealth by the weight of that aur 
thority, which ts gained from riches, and a number 
oi mercenry dependencies. AH the venal and the 
bafe were attached to them from motives of felf- 
intereft ; and they who ftill ventured to be indepen^ 
dent) were borne down, and intirely loft in the in- 
famous majority. In (hort, the empire, at this pe- 
riody came under the government of.an hateful arif- 
toeracy ; the tribunes, who were formerly account- 
ed proteAors of the people, becoming rich them- 
felves, and having no longer oppofite interefts from 
thofe of the fenate, concurred in their opprefllons ; 
fmce, as has been faid, it was not now theftruggle 
between patricians and plebeians, who [only nomi- 
nally differed, but between the rich and the poor. 
The lower orders of the ftate being by thefe means 
reduced to a degree of hopelefs fubjeftion, inftead 
of looking after liberty, only fought for a leader : 
, while the rich, with all fhe fuipicion of (fyrants, 
terrified at the ilighteft appearance of oppofition, 
entrufted men with uncotitroulable power, from 
whom they had not ftrengtn to withdraw it, when 
the danger was over. Thus both parts of the ftate 
concurred in giving up their freedom ; the fears of 
the fenate firft made the diSator, and the hatred 
of the people kept him in his office. ^Nothing can 
be more dreadful to a thinking mind than the go« 
vernment of Rome from this period, till it found 
refuge under the protedion of Auguftus. , 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

From the fedition of Gracchus to the perpetual dio^ 
tatorfliip of Sylla; which was the firft flep to- 
wards the ruin of the common weakh of Rome. 



rw> 



HI tE the R<Hfl«ns were in this ftate of 
deplorable corrtiption at home, they nevertlielefs 
were very fuccefiftil in their traflfaftions with re- 
gard to foreign powers. 

Jugurtha was. ^andfon to the famous MaflinifTa^ 
who fided agatnft Hannibal with Rome. He was 
educated with the two young princes, who were left 
to inherit the kingdom, and bemg fijperior in abiii- 
ties to both, and greatly in favQur with the people^ 
he murdered Hicmpfal, the cideft fon, and attempted 
the fame by Adherbal the younger, who made his. 
efcape, and fled to the Romans for faccour. Where-- 
upon, Jugurtha, being fenfible how much ararice 
and injuftice had crept into the fortratc, fent his am- 
baflfadors with large prefents to Rome, who fo ftic* 
cefsfiilly prevailed, that the fenate decre^ him half 
the kingdom, whi€h he had thus acquired by murder 
and ufiirpation, and (ent ten commiflioners to divide 
Jt between him and Adherbal. The commiflioners, 
of whom Ophnius, the murderer of Gracchus was 
one, witling to follow the example which tWi ftna^i^ 
had fet them, were alfo bribed to beftow the moft 
rich and populus part of th^ kingdom Upon the 
ufurpcr; who, for all that, refolved to pofTefs hirtt- 
felfofthe whole. But willing to give a colour to 
his ambition,* he c^nly made in the beginning incur- 
fions upoft-'his colleague's territories, in order to pro- 
voke reprifals, which he knew how to convert into 
feeming aggreflion, in cafe it came before the fenate. 
This failings he refolved to throw off the maflc; 

and 
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and bdieging AittitrbarinCirta, his capital, he ** 
lengifa got him into his power am| murdered him. 
The people of Rome, who had ftiU fome generofity 
remaining, uftanimoufly complained of this treache-^ 
ry, and procured a decree, riiat Jugurtha ihodd be 
fummoned in perfon before them, to give an account 
of an fuch as had accepted bribes. Jugurtha made 
BO great difficulty in throwing himfelf uf on the cle- 
mency of Rotoe; bm giving the people no fatisfac- 
lion, iehad orders to depart the city; and, in th6 
mean time, Afbanus, the conful, was Tent with an 
army to follow him; who giving tip the direSion^ 
of the array to Aulu«, his brother, a perfoln every 
way unqualified for the command, the Romans 
were compelled to hazard a battle upon difadvan-' 
tageous terms ; and the whole army, to avoid 
being cut to pieces, was obfiged to pafs under the 
yoke. 

In this condition, Mctellus, the fuc^ceeding con- 
ful, found affairs up^n hris arrivail in Numidea ; of- 
ficers without confidence, an army without dif- 
cipltne, and an enemy ever watchful and intriguing* 
However, by his great attention tobufinefs, and by 
an integrity that fhuddered at corruption, he (oon 
began to retrieve the affairs of Rome, and the credit 
*of the army. In the fpace of two years, Jugurtha 
was overthrown in feveral battles, forced out of his 
own (iominions, and conftrained to beg a peace. 
Thus, all things promifed Metelhis an eafy and cer- 
tain viSory, but he was fruftrated in his cxpefta- 
tions, by the intrigues of Caius Marius, his lieu- 
tenaot^ who came in to reap the harvefl of glory 
which the other's Jnduftry had fown. Caius Marius,, 
was borne in a village near Arpinium, of poor parents, 
who gained their living by their labour. As he had 
been bred up in a participation of their toils, his 
manners were as rude, as his countenance was fright- 
fid. He was a man of extraordinary ftature, incom- 
parable 
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parable .ftre^gth, and unckumted bravery. When 

Metelliis, as has been faid, was obliged to foJIicit at 

. Rome for a continuance of his comntand, Marios, 

whofe. ambition knew, no bounds, was refolved to 

. obtain it for himfelf, and thus gain all the glory of 

" putting an end to the war. To that end he privately 
inveighed againftMe;tellusby his emiflaries/at Rome; 
and having excited a fpiritof difcontcnt againft him, 
he had leave granted him to go to Rome, to ftand 
. for the confulfhip himfelf, which he obtained, 
contrary to the expeSations and interefl of the no- 
bles. • 

Marius beiiig thus invefied ^ith the fupreme 
power of managing the war, fhewed himfelf every 
way fit for the commiflion. His vigilance was equal to ,* 
his valour, and he quickly made himfelf niafter of the » 
cities which Jugurtha had yet remaining in Nurfiidia. , • j 
This unfortunate prince finding himfelf unable to • 
make oppofttion fingly, was obliged to have rccourfe 
fpr afliftance to Bocchus, king of Mauritania, to 
whofe daughter he was married. A battle foon after 
cnfueid, in which the Numidians fijrprized the Ro- 
m^n camp by night, and gained a temporary advan- 
tage. Howfever, it was but of fhort continuance ; ^ . 
for Marius foon after overthrew them in two fignal ^^ 
engagements, in one of which, not lefs than ninet]^ |V 
thoufand of the African army were flain. Bocchus 
now finding the Romans too powerful to be refifted, j 
did not think it expedient to hazard his own crowa, ' i' 
to proteS that of his ally; he therefore determined 
to make peace, upon whatever conditions he mighjt 
obtain it ; and accordingly fent to Rome, imploring- 
proteSion. The fenate received the ambaffadors 

*^h their ijfual haughrlnefs, and, without comply- 
ing with their requefi, granted the fuppliant, not 

• their friendfhip', bgt their pardon. Nothwithftando- 
ing, after fome time, he was given to underdid, 
that the delivering up of Jugurtha to the Ronnans, 

wourd'> 
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would, in fome meafure, conciliate their favour, 
and foftcn their rcfcntment. At firft the pride of 
Bocchus firuggled againft fuch a propofaf, bwt a few 
interviews with Sylla, who was qusedor to Marius^ 
reconciled him to this treacherous meafqre. At 
length, therefore, Jugurtha was given up, being 
drawn into an ambufcade, by the fpecious pretences 
of his ally, who deluded him by defiring a confe- 
rence ; and being made a prifoner, he was carried 
by Marius to, Rome, loaded with chains, a deplor- 
able inftance of blafted ambition. He did not long 
furvive his overthrow, being condemned by the fe- 
natc to be-ftarved to death in prifon, a fhort 
^ time after he had adorned the triumph of the con- 
' queror.' ^ 

Marius, by this and two fucceeding viSories over 
'" ' the Gauls, having become very formidable to diAant 
nations in war, became foon after much more dan* 
I gc;/'ous to his fellow citizens in peace. 

The ftrengfh which he had given the popular 

party, every day -grew more coitfpicuous : and the 

Italians being fruifrated in their aims of gaining the 

«^ freedom of Rome, by the intrigues of the fenatc, 

they rcfolved upon obtaining by force, what was re- 

^k fufed them as a favour. This gave rife to the Social 

^^ar, in which moft of the ftates of Italy entered 

into a confederacy againft Rome, in order to ob- 

• "tain a redrefs of this, and all the reft of their griev- 

*• ances. 

After alapfe of two years, this war having con- 
tinued to rage with doubtful fuccefs, the fenate be- 
gan to refleft, that, whether conquered or conquer- 
ors, the power of the Romans was in danger of be- 
ing totally deftroyed. In order therefore to fofteW 
their compliance by degrees, they began by giving 
the freedom of the city to fuch ef the ItTaltan ftates 
as had not revolted. They then offered it to fucb «^ * 
would fooneft lay down their arms. This unexpe^l- 

ed 
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«d bQUBty had the dcfired ^t& ; the allies, with 
n^utttftl didruft, offered etch « feperate treaty : (he 
ienate took theot one by one into iav^ur, biK gave 
the freedom of the city ia fiich a n^^ner, that, being 
empowered to vote not untii all the other tribts had 
^ivcn their f^iffrages, they had very little weight tn 
the conftitution. hi ^is manner they were made 
free, aJI bat the Samnites and Lucamans^ whafeera* 
ed excluded from the general compromife, a^ rf to 
leave Sylla, who comnaanded agatnft them, the glo- 
ry of putting an end to the war; this he perfonfied :. 
with great cofidod, ilonning their camps, over*' 
throwing them iii feveral battles, and obliging them 
to fubmit t» fuch terms «s the fedate were {)Ieared 
tQ impofe. ** 

This deftru&ive waf being concladed, which, as' . 
Paterctrfus fays,<x>njtmied above three hundr^ thou- 
fand of the flower af Italy, the fenate now began to * 
think of turning their ar|n« againft^Mithridates, the , >* 
moft powerful and warlike momrch of the Eaft. 

For this expedition Mariu9 b<id long been prepaf-^ 
ing, but Sylia, who now begs^n to make a figure is 
the commonwealth, had intereft enpugh to get Ma-»«w 
riu* fet afide, ^(id him ftif appointed to the expedi- 
tion^ Marius, however, tried aU his arts with thc^b 
people tb get this appointmem reverfed, and m^ 
length procured a law to be enaded, that the com- 
mand oiF the army appointed to oppole Mithridat^s^ • • 
was to be transferred frpm'Sylla to Marius. *♦ 

In confequence of this, Marius immediately fent t 
down officers from Rome, to take command in his , 
name. But, inftead of ebeying their ordert, they 
fell upon and flew the officers, and then entreated 
Sylla, that he would lead them direAfy to take fig- v 
oal vengeance upon all his enemies at Rorne^ 
' Accordingly, his foldiers entered the city fword 
in hand, as a place taken by ftorm. Marius and 
Sulpicius, at the head of a tumultuary body of their 

patri^^an^, 
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P^trt2.a|^ attempted to oppcrfc their entrance ; and 
the €tttxe^s themftlveSy who ^ared the Package of 
the place, threw down floo£5 and tyles fiircMTi the 
tops of the hollies u{K>a the intruders* So uoc^ttal 
a^cosi}i& la&ed longer than comdd have been «KpeS* 
ed : at length, Marim and his party were ouiged 
to feek fafety by light, after havfnc V^inty offered 
liberty to ail the flaves, who would afSft them in 
this emergency, . 

Sylla now nnding himfdf mafler of the city, be** 
gan by modelKng the laws fo as to favour his out^^ 
ragesw WMte Mackis, driven opt of Rome, and 
dedamed a pulrfic esesiy, at tke age of ierenty, was 
obTiged to fare ktBifelf, imattjended and im fc»ot, froai 
the nutoerous porfuits of thofe who fought hb life. 
After having wandered for feme |ime in this deplor* 
able condition, he found every day his dangers en* 
creafe^ and his purfbers making neater advances* in 
this (Kftceft he was obliged to cpiKeatliimfelf in the 
mardtes of Minturnum, where he fpent the night up 
to hisx-hin in a quagmire. At break of day be left 
this difotal .pkce, and made towards the &a fide, in 
iK^es of finding a fliip to facilitate his efcape; but 
being known and difcovered by fome of the iBhabi*- 
^ tants, he was conduQed to a ncighbouriftg town 
" with an halter round hiaftecfc, wtihout cloaihs, and, 
covered over with nmd^ was fenk to prilba.. The 
governor of the pbce, wiBing to conform to the or- 
ders of the fenote, fo<)n after fent a Cimbrian (tiYe to 
diTpatch bim^ but the barbarian no feoner entered' 
the dtti^eon for this purpofe, but he ftopt ihort, in* 
timtdated by the dreai^ vifag^ and awful voice of 
rixe fatten general, who jternly denoandedy if he hsd 
tlise prefumptron to kii( Gains Martus I The flave, 
unably to reply, threw down his fword, and rufhing 
back from the prifon, cried oot^ that he found it im- 
poifibie to kill him<! The governor, .confidering the 
fear of tl^ 0aiRe as aa onsen in the unhafpy exile's 

favour. 
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favour, gave him once more Jiis freedonyf and, : 
commending him to his fortune, provided him with 
a fliip to convey him from Italy. He from thence 
made the beft of his way to thc-ifland of Mn^rh, ahd 
failing onward, was forced by a tempeft on the coaf! 
of Sicily. There a Roman , quaeftor, who happened 
to be at the fame place, refolved to feize him ; by 
which he loft fixteenof his crew, who were killed in 
their endeavours to cover his retreat to the fliip/ 
He afterwards landed in Africa, n^i Carthage, and 
went, in a melancholy manner, to place himfelf: 
amongft the ruins of that defolated place. He ibon, 
however, had orders from the praetor, who governed 
there, to retire. Marius, who remembered his hav- 
ing once ferved this very man, when in neceffity, 
could not fupprefs hi^ forrow, at finding ingratitude 
in every quarter of the world ; and preparing to obey, . 
defired the meflenger to tcH his maft^r, that he had 
feen Marius fitting among the ruins of Carthage, 
intirt^aling the greatnefs of his own fall, by the dc- 
folation that . was round him. He then embarked 
once more, and, not knowing where to land with- 
out encountering an enemy, fpenf the winter at 
fca, expeSing every hour, the return of a meffen- 
ger from his (on, whom he had fent to follicit pro- 
tedion from an African prince, whofe name was !, 
Mandraftal, . After long ex pedat ions, infteadofthc 
mcfferiger, his fon himfelf arrived, having efcaped^ 
from the inhofpitable court of that ^monarch, where- 
he had. been kept, not as a friend, but; a prifoner, 
and had returned juft time enough to prevent his^ 

. father from fharing the fame fate. , It was in this 
fiUiatioi^ that they were informed that Cinna, one 
of their party who had remained at Rome, had re- 
ftored their affairs, and headed a large army of the 
Italian ftates in his caufe. 
Nor was it long before they joined their forces, 

and prefeni^ed themfeWesat the gates of Rome» Sylla 

was 
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was at (liat time abfent in his command againft 
Mithridates, while Cinna marched into the city, 
accompanied by his guards ; but Marius flopped, 
and refufed to enter, alledging, that, hating been 
banjfhed by a public decree, it was rieceflary to have 
another to authorize his return. It was thus that 
he defired to give his meditated cruelties the ap- 
pearance of juftice ; ancf, while he was about to de- 
flroy thoufands, to pretend an implicit veneration 
for the laws. In purfuancc of his defire, an aflem* 
biy of the people being called, they began to reverfe 
his baniihment ; but they had fcarce gone through 
three of the tribes, when, incapable of containing 
his defire of revenge, he entered the city at th6 
head of his guards, and maffacred all that had ever 
been obnoxious to him, without remorfe of pity. 
Several who fought to propitiate the tyrant's rage, 
were murdered by his command in his prefertce ; 
many even of thofe who had never offended him 
were put to death ; and, at laft, even his own offi- 
cers never approached him but with terror. Hav- 
ing in this manner punifhed his enemies; he next 
abrogated all the laws which were made by his rival, 
and then made himfelf conful with Cinna. Thus 
gratified in his two favourite paflions, vengeance 
and ambition, having once faved his country, and 
noW deluged it with bload ; at laft, as if willing to 
crown the pile of (laughter which he had made, with 
hi5 own body, he Hied the tnonth after, aged feven- 
ty, not whhout fufpicion of having hafiened his end, 

la the mean time, thefe accounts were brought 
to Sylla, who was fent againft Mithndates, and 
who was performing itiany fignal fervices agamft 
him; bdt concluding a peace with that monarch, 
he refolved to return home to take revenge of his ' 
enemies at Rome. , 

In the mean tin^e, iiothing could intimidate Cinna 
from m^ing preparations to repel hii opponent. Be* 

ing 
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ing joioed by Carbo> who uraa naw ele^d in the 
rooRi of Yalerius, who had been flain^ together with 
young Marius, vho inherited all the abibties and 
the ambition of his father, be deternuned to fend 
over part of the farces he bad raifed into Dahaatia, 
to oppofe S^lla before he entered baly. Some troops 
were accordingly embarked; but thefe being dtfperf- 
ed bv a ftorm^ the reft, that had not yet put to fea, 
abfolutely reefed to go. Vfon this Cama, quite 
furious at their difbbedttncef rudied forward to per* 
fuade them to their duly. In the mean tlnae, one of 
the nidi nuuinous of the fipldiers being ftruck by an 
officer, returned the bk>w, and was apprehended for 
his crime^ This iU*tiiaed (evertty produced a tu- 
mult and a mutiny through the whole army ; and 
while Cinna did all he gould to prevent or appeafe 
it, he was run through the body by one of the« 
crowd. ^ ' . 

ScipiOf the conful^ who commanded againft Sylla, 
was, (oon after allured by prppotals for coming to a 
treaty: but a fufpendoa of arms being agreed upon^ 
Sylla's foidjers wen^ into the oppofite cs^p, difpiay- 
. ing thoTe riches whi^h they had acquired in their ex-^ 
peditfons, and^ offering to participate with their fel- 
low-ciiixenSy in cafe, they changed their party. Ac« 
cordingly, the whole army declared unanimoufly 
for Sylta; and Seipio (carce knew that he was for- 
faken and depofeci, tiiU he was informed of it by a 
p^rty of the enemy, wh^ entering his tent, naade 
him axid his fo»n (heir prifoners. 

In this manner,, both fo^onsy exa^erated to the 
Iiigheft degree, and. expeaing no mercy on either* 
part, gave vent to their fury in feveral engagements. 
The forces 9n the (ide of young Marius, who now 
fucceeded his father in command, were the n>oft 
numerous, but thofe of Sylla better united and more 
u^der fubordij^^tion. Carbo^ who commaiidtd an 
army f^r Marius m ^l^e.^ield^ fent leight legions to 

PraBnefte, 
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Praenefte, to relieve his colleague, but they were.met 
by Pompev, aft^rAvards furnamed the great, in a de- 
file, who flew many of them, and difperfed the reft, 
Carbo, joined by Urbanus, foon after engaged Me- 
tellus, but was overcome with the lofs of ten thou- 
fand men (lain, and fix thoufand taken prifoners. In 
confequence of t his defeat, Urbanus killed himfelf, 
and Carbo fled to Africa, where after wandering a 
long time, he was at laft delivered up to Pom- 
pey, who, to pleafe Sylla, ordered him to be be- 
headed. Sylla, now become undifputed mafler of his 
country, entered Rome at the nead of his army. 
Happy, had he fupported in peace the glory whicfa^ 
be had acquired in war ; or had he ceafed to live^ 
when he ceafed to conquer. 

Eight thoufand men, who had efcaped the general 
•carnage, oflFered themfelves to the conqueror: he or- 
dered them to be put in the Villa Publica, a arge 
houfe in the Campus Martius ; and at the fame time 
convoked the fenate : there he fpoke with great 
fluency, and in a manner tJo way difcompofed, of 
his own exploits, and in the niean time, gave pri-> 
vite direftions, that all ''^ofe wretches, whom he had 
confined ihould be flain. The fenate, amazed at 
the horrid outcries of the fufferers, at firft thought 
that the city was given up to plunder ; but Sylla, 
with an unembarrafled air, informed them, that it 
was only fome criminals who were puniflied by his 
order, and that they needed ncJt to make themfelves 
oneafy about their fate. The day after he profcrib- 
cd forty'fenators, and fixteen hundred knights j and 
after an intermiifionof two days, forty fenators more, 
with an infinite number of the richeft citizens of , 
Rome. 

He next refolved to inveft himfelf with the difta-* 
torihip, and that for a perpetuity ; and thus uniting 
all civil 36 well as military power in his own pcrfon, 

G he 



d by Google 



^a ^HE HISTORY OF THE ^ 

he was confcious he might then give an air of jiiftice 
to every oppreffion. ^ 

In this manner he continued to govern with ca- 
pricious tyranny^ none daring to refift^'his power, un- 
tilj contrary to the expcfbitions of all mankind, he 
laid down the diftatorfhip, having held it not quite 
three years. 

After this, he retired into the country, in order to 
" enjoy the pleafures of tranquility and fecial happi- 
nefs ; but he<lid not long futvive his abdication ; he 
<3ied of that difeafe, which is called the morbus pe- 
^icularis, a loathfome and mortifying obje£^, and ct* 
pable of fhewing the futility of human ambitiorsr. 



C H A P, XIX. 

^-rom the perpetual DiQatorftiip of SyJIa to the Tri- 
^ umv irate of Caefar, Pompey and Craffus. 
/^/T-T [U.C. 680.] 

f \J PON the de^thof Sylla, the jealoufies of Pom- 
pey and Crafius, the two mod powerful men in the 
cmpiie, be gaJi to excite frcfti diffentioris. Pompey 
was the moll beloved general, and Craffus was the 
richcft man in Rome. 

The firft opportunity that was afforded of difcover- 
ing their mutual jealoufy, was upon the dilbanding 
their troops, with which they had conquered. 
Neither chofe to begin ; fo that the mod fatal con- 
fequcnces threatened from their diffcntion : but, at 
lefigth, Craffus, ftifling his refentment, Ind down 
his command, and the other followed his ex'ample 
immediately after. The next trial between them 
-was who fhould be the foremoft in obtaining the favour 
of the people ^ Craffus entertained the popuUce at a 
thoufand different tables ; diftributed corn to the fa- 
milies of the poor j and fed ftie greatefl: part of the 

citizens 



ed by Google I 



COMMONWEALTH OF R 

citizens for near three months. Pc 
Other hand, laboured to abrogate tl^ 
againft the people's authority by SyH 
the power ot judging to the knights, w 
formerly granted them by Gracchus; 
to the- tribunes -of the people all theii 
leges. It was thus that each gave his 
public appearance ; fo that what was 
bition in both, took with one the nanr 
^vith the other that of freedom. 

An expedition, in whic|i Pompey cl 
diterranean, which was infefled by j 
added greatly to his reputation, the ti 
people hoped it would be eafy to adv 
vourire ftill higher : wherefore Manil 
number, preferred a law, that all th 
empire, with the government of all 
vrith the management of the war, whi 
ed againft Mithridates^ fhould he con 
alone. The law paffcd with [ittle c 
the decree was confirmed by, all the 
people. 

Being thus appointed to the comm: 
portant war, he imme<liatcly departec 
ing made the proper preparations tow.; 
the campaign. Mithridatts hid been' 
cul us to take retuge in leffcr Armen 
that general was preparing to follow 
whole army aban-dnncd him, fo that 
Pompey to terminate the war, which 1" 

freat eafe and expedition, -;uiding a 
ominion to the Roman empire, ar 
Rome in triumph, at the head of 
•rmy. 

But all the vicbrles of Pompey, r; 
heighten the ^iory, than to increafc 
Rome, they only made it a more gl 
ambition, and expofed its liberties to 
Gz 
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Thofe liberties, indeed, fecmeddcvoted to ruin on eve- 
ry fide; for even while fee was purfuing his conquefts 
abroad, Rome was at the verge of ruin, from a con- 
fpiracy at home. Tiiis confpiracy was projefted an^l 
,. carried, on by Sergius Catiline, a patrician: by birth, 
who refolved to buiU his^own J)owcr on the downfal 
. of his country. He was finguiarly formed, both by 
art and nature, to conduQ:a,confpiracy ; he was poC- 
fcfled of courage equal to the mod defperate at- 
tempts, and eloquence to give a colour to his ambi- 
tion : ruined in iis fortunes, profligate in his man- 
ners, and vigilant in purfuing his aims ; he was in^ 
fatiable after wealth, only with a view to lavifli it on 
-hisguilty pleafures. * , . 

Catiline having contrafted many debts by the 
loofenefs of fuch an ill-fpent life, was refolved to ex- 
tricate himfqlf from them, by any means, however 
* unlawful. 

Accordingly, he affembled about thirty of his 
. debauched aflociates, and informed them of his aims, 
his hopes, and his fettled plan of operations. It was re- 
solved among them, that agenera! infurreiftion fhodd 
be raifed throughout Italy, thedifFerent parts of which 
were aflignedto the different leaders. Rome was to 
be fired in feveral places at once ; and Catiline, at 
the head of an army raifed in Etruria, was in the ge- 
neral confufion to poffefs himfelf of the city, and 
maffacrc all the fenators. Lentulus, one of his pro- 
fligate afliftants, who had been-praetor, or judge in 
the city, was to prefide in their general councils : 
Cethegus, a n;an who facrificed the poffeflion of 
great prefent power, to the hopes of gratifying his re- 
venge againft Cicero, was to direft the mafl'acre 
through the city ; and Caefius was to conduct thofe 
who fired it; but the vigilance of Cicero being a 
chief obftacle to their defigns, 'Catiline was very de- 
firous lofeehimtaken off before he left Ronie; upon 
which, two knights of the company undertook to kill 

him 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



COMMONWEALTH OF ROME. X2$ 

him the next morning in his Eed, in an early vifit 
on pretence of bufiHefs. But the meeting was no 
-fooner over, than Cixrero had information of all that 
paflcd in it ; for, by the intrigues of a woman, nadi- 
ed Fulvia, he had gained over Curius, her lover, and 
one of the confplrators, to fend him a punQual ac- 
cou^nt of all their deliberations. Having taken pro- 
per precautions to guard himfelf againft the defigns 
of his morning vifitors, viho were pundual to the 
appointment, he next took care to provide for the de. 
fence of the city, and aflfembling the fenate, con. 
fulted what was bed to be done in this time of dag- 
ger. The firft ftep taken was to oflFer confiderable 
rewards for farther difcoveries, and th^ to prepare 
for the defence of the ftate. Catiliwc, to /hew how 
well he could diffcflaUe, or juftify any crime, went 
boldly to the fenate, declaring bis innocence ; bilt 
when confronted by the eloquence of Cicero, he 
haftily withdrew, declaring aloud, that fince he was 
denied a vindication of hirafelf, and driven headlong 
by bis enemies, he would extinguifh the flames which 
was raifed about him, in univerfal ruin. Accord- 
ingly, after a ihort conference with Lentulus- and 
Cethegas, he left Rome by, night, with a fmall re- 
tinue, to make the befl of his )vay towards Etruria, 
where Manili us, one of the confpirators, was raifing 
^an army to fupport him. 

In the mean time, Cicero took proper precautions 
fo fecure all thofe of thfe confpiracy who remained in 
Rome. Lentulus, Cethcgus, Caefius, and feveral 
others were put in confinement ; and foon after, by 
ihe comniand of the fenate, being'3eUvered over 
to the executioners, were ftrangled in prifon. 

While his aflbciates were put to death in the city, 
Catiline had raifed an army of twelve thqufand men; 
of which a fourth part only was completely armed; 
the reft being furnifhed with what chance afforded, 
darts, lances, and clubs. He refufed, at firft, to en- 
G3 " lift 
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lift fiaves, who fiocked 'to hirn.iri great luimbetB, 
tnifting to the proper llrength ot ih'e confpiracy; but 
upon the approach 6f the conful, who was fent 
againil: hin^, and upon the arrival of tlie news, that 
h;6 confederates were put to death in Rome, the fac* 
of his affairs were entirely^ altered. His iirft attempt,' 
therefoix^, was, by long m-^rchcs, to make his efcapc 
over the Appennincs into -Gaul; but in this his hopet 
were difappointed, alMhe pafles being {Irictly guard- 
ed by an army under Mctellus, fupcriorto his own. 
'Being thus hemmed in on every fidfc, and feehig all 
things defperate, with nothing left him but dthcr to 
iiie or conquer, he refolved to make one vigour-, 
ous effort againft that army that piirfucd him. An- 
ton iiis, the conliil, being hirafeH fick, the command 
iievoh^ed upon his lieutenant, Pctreius ; who, after a 
fierce ar^d bloody afition, in which he loil a confi- 
derable part of his beft troops, pat Catiline's fore?* 
to the rout, and deftroycd his whole army, which 
fought defperately to the laft man. 

The extinQio.n of this confpiracy feemed only to 
kave an open theatre for the ambition of the great 
men of the ftate to difplay itfelf in. . Pompey wa» 
now returned in triumph, from conquering the Eaft, 
as he had before been viQoriou^ in Europe and 
Africa. 

Craffus, as we have already obferved, was fh« 
ficheft man in Rome ; ^nd next to him, poffeffed of 
the greateft authority :'his party in the fenate was 
even ftrongerthan that of Pompey, his rival, and the 
envy raifed againft him was lefs. He and Pompey 
• had been long difunited by an oppofition of interefts, 
and of characters : hower, it was from a continu- 
ance of their mutual jealoufies, that the ftate was in 
fome mcafure to ex:pe£t its future fafety. h was in 
this fituation of things, that Julius Cgefar, who had 
lately gone praetor into Spain, and had-returned with 
great riches and glory,, refolved to convert their mu- 
tual 
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tual jealoufy to his own advantage. This celebrated^ 
man, was nephew to Marius, by the female line, and 
defcended from one of the moft illuftrious'families in 
Rome : he had already mounted by the regular gra- 
dations of office; having been quxftor, aedile, grand 
pontifF, and praetor in Spain. Being defcended from 
popular anceftors, he warmly efppufed the fide of i: 
the people ; and fliortly after the death of Sylla pro- ' 
cured thofe whom he had baniihed to be recalled. 
He had all along declared for the populace againft 
the fenate, and by this became their moft favourite 
magiftrate. This eonfummateftatefman began firft, 
by offering his fervice to Pompey, prom ill ng hina 
his aid in having all his aQs pafftd, notwithftanding 
the fenate's oppofition. Pompey, pleafedatthe ac- 
quifition of a perfon of fomuch merit, readily grant- 
ed him his conftdence and proteQion* He next ap- 
plied to Craffus, who from former connexions was 
difpofed to become ftill more nearly his friend ; at 
fength, finding neither averfetojan union ofinterefts^ 
he took an opportunity of bring ibg them together; 
and remonftrating to them the advar^tage, as well as 
the neceffity of a reconciliation, he had art enough to 
perfiiade them to forget former animofuies. A com- 
bination was thus formed, by which they three 
agreed, that nothing (hould be done in the common" 
wealth, but what received their mutual concurrence 
and approbation. This was called the firft,Trium- 
virafe, by which we find the conftitution weakened 
by a new intereft, that had not hitherto taken place 
in the government very different from that either 
of the fenate or the people, and v^t dependeat,.oaj 
both. 
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CHAP. XX. 

/Prom the beginning of the firft Triun^vfratc tp the 
^^^^ death of Pompey. 

iWnr [U.C.694.] 

/ X HE firft thing Caefar did, upon being taken 
nta^he triumvirate, was to avail himfelf ot the in* 
leVeft of his confederates to obtain the confuHhip. 
The fenat^ had ftill forae fmall influence left ; and 
though they were obliged to concur in chufing him, 
yet they gave him for a colleague, one Bibulus, who 
they/uppofed would be a check upon his power; but 
the oppciition was too ftrong for even fuperior abili- 
ties to refift it ; fo that Bibulus, after a flight attempt 
ill favour of the fenate, remained tna&ive. Csefar . 
began his fchemes for empire, by ingratiating him- 
felf with the people : he procured a law for divid- 
ing certain lands in Campania, among fuch of the 
poor citizens, as had at leaft three children. This 
propbfal was juft enough in itfelf, and only criminal 
from the views of the propofer. 

Having thus ftrengthened himfelf at hom^, he 
next deliberated with his confederates, about (haring 
the foreign provinces of the empire between them. 
The partition was foon made: Pompey chofe Spain 
for his own part ; being fatigued with conopeid, 
and fafiated with military fame, he was willii^ to 
take his pleafures at Rome. Craflus chofe Syria for 
his part of the empire ; which province, as it had 
hitherto enriched the generals who had fubdjued it, 
would, he hoped, gratify him in this his moft fe- 
vourite purfuit. To Caefar was left the provinces of 
Gaul ; compofed of many fierce and powerful na^ 
tions, moft of them unfubdued, and the reft only 
profeiEng a nominal Jubjeftion. Wherefore, as it 
was rather appointing him to conquer than command, 

this 
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this |ovcrnment was granted him for five years ; 
as if, by its continuance, to compenfate for its 
danger. 

h would be rmpoflible in this narrow compafs, 
to enumerate all the battles Caefar fought, and the 
ftates he fubdued, in his expedition into Gaul and 
Britain, which continued eight years. The Helve- 
tians were the firft that were brought into fubjeftion, 
with the lofs of near two hundred thoufand men ; 
thofe who remained after the carnage, were fent, by 
Caefar, in fafety to the forcfts, from whence they 
had ilTued. The Germans, v/ith Arioviftus at their 
head, were next cut oflF, to the number of eighty 
thoufand ; their monarch himfelf narrowly efcaping 
in SL little boat acrofs the Rhine. The Belgae were 
cut off with fuch great {laughter, that nwrfties and 
deep rivers were rendered paflable from the heaps of 
(lain. The Nervians, who were the moft warlike of 
thofe barbarous nations, made head for a fhort time, 
and fell upon the Romans with fuch fury, that their 
armv was in danger of being utterly routed ; but 
Caeiar himfelf haftily catching up a buckler, ruihed 
through his army in the midft of the enemy-; by 
which means, he fo turnerf the fate of tile day, that 
the barbarians were all cut off to a man. The Celtic 
Gauls, who were powerful at fea, were next brought 
under fubjeftion. After them, the Suevi^ the Me- 
napii, and all the nations from the Mediterranean to 
the Britifh fea. From thence, ftimulated by the de- 
fire of con<jueft, he croffed over into Britain, upon 
pretence, that the natives had furnifhed his enemies 
with continual fupplies. Upon approaching the 
Ihores, he found them covered with men to oppofe 
his landing, and his forces were in danger of being 
driven back, till the ftandard bearer of the tenth le- 
gion boldly leaped aihore, and, being well aflifted 
by Caefar, the natives were put to flight. 'The Bri- 
tons, being terrified at Cacfar's power, fent to defirc 
G 5 a peace. 
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a peace, which was granted them, ig^nd fome hof^ 
tagcs delivered. A ftorm, however, foon after, de- 
ftioying great part of his fleet, they refolved to take 
advantage of the difafter, and marched againfthini 
with a powerful army. Btrt what could a naked 
undifciplined aCray do againft forces that had been 
cxercifed under the gi^ateft generals, and hardened 
by the cpnquefts of the grcateft part of the world.. 
Being overthrown, they were obHged once more 
to fue for peace, whrch Casfer granted them, and 
then returned to the continent. Thus, in Icfs rhati 
nine years, he conquered, together whh Britain, aU 
that coonrry, which extends from' the Mediterra- . 
nean to the German fea. 

While Caefar was thus encreafing liis repotatiorr 
and riches abroad, Porapey, who remained all tht 
lime in Rome, fteadity co-operated* with his ambr-. 
tion, and advanced hi^ interefts, while he vainly fup- 
pofed he was t'orwarding his own. By his means, 
Cjsfar was continued fiv^e years longer tn Gaul : nor 
was he roufed from his lethargy, till the fame of 
that great commander's valour, riches, andhurftanr- 
ty, began fecretly to give him pain, and' to make 
h\ni fuppof? they began to ecIFpfe his own ; for, as 
being more recent, they were more talked of. He. 
now, therefore, ^began to do all in his power^ to dr- 
minilh Caefiir^s reputation, ol^lfging the magiftrate* 
not to publilli any Tetters they received from^ himy 
tiir he had diminifhed the credit of them, by fpread- 
ing difadvint.ageous reports: one or two' accidents 
alfo helped to widen the reparation ; namely, the 
death of JulFa, Pompey's wife, who hid not a little 
contributed to improve theiiarmony that fubfiffed be- 
tween them v^ and the deftruQion of Craffus, wh6 
h^d conduced the war againA the Parthians with 
fo little prudence, that he fufFered the enemy to 
get the advantage of him in almofl: every fkirmifh ; 
^nd incapable of extricating himfelf from the dif* 

ficultiea- 
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ficulties in which he was involved, he fell a facrifice 
to his own rafhnefs, being killed, bravely defending 
himfelf to thielaft. 

Caefar, who now began to be fenfilple of the jea- 
loufies of Pompey, took occafion to folicit for the 
confulfhip, together with a prolongation of his go- 
vernment in Gaul, defirous of trying whether Pom- 
pey would thwart or promote his pretenfjonS. In 
this, Pompey feemed to be quite ina6^ive 5 but, at 
the fame time, privately employed two of his crea- 
tures, who alledged in the fenate, that the laws did 
not permit a perfon that wasabfent, to offer himfelf 
as a candidate for that high ofBce. Pompey's view 
in this was to allure Caefar from the governments in 
order to ftand for the confulfhip in perfon. Cae- 
sar, however, perceiving his artifice, chofe to re- 
main in his province ; convinced, that while he head- 
ed fuch an army as was now devoted to his interefts, 
he could, at any time, give laws, as well as magif- 
tratesto the ftate. 

The fenate, which were now devoted to Ponipey,> 
becaufe for fome time he had attempted to defend 
them from the encroachments of the people, order- 
ed.the two legions which were in Caefar's army, be- 
longing to Pompey, home, as it was pretended, to 
oppofe the Parthians, but in reality, to diminiflr 
Caefar's power. Csefar eafily faw their motive 5 but 
as his plans were not yet ready for execution, he fent 
them home, in purfuance of the orders of the fenate, 
having previoufly attached the officers to him with 
benefits, and the foldiers with a bounty. The next 
ftep the fenate took, was to recall Caefar from his go- 
vernment, as his time was now very n^ar cfxpirrng. 
But Curio, his friend in the fenate, propofed that 
Caefar fhould not leave his army, till Pompey had 
fet him the example. This for a while perplexed 
Pompey ; however, during the debate, ^one of the 
fenate declaring that Caefar was paft the Alps, an4 

raiifching 
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marchiBg with his whole -army direQl/' towards 
Rome^ the conful iipmwJiately quiltiflg^ the fenate, 
went with his colleague forth from the city to. an 
ho^fe where Pompey at that time refidcd. He th^re 
prcfent^'d htm with a fword, commanding him to 
march ^gainft Csefar, ^nd fight in defence of thq 
commonwealth. Pompey declared he was ready to 
obey; but with an air of pretended moderation, ^ 
ddded, that it was only in cafe niore gentle expe- 
dients could not.be employed. 

Csefar, who was inftrufted in all that pafled, by 
his*partifans in Rome, though he was ftill in Gaul, . 
was willing to give his aims all the appearance of 
jufticc. He agreed to lay down his employment 
when Pompey ftiould do the fame. But the fenate 
rejefled all his propofitions, blindly confident qt 
their own power, and relying on the affurances of' 
Pompey, Cafar, ftill unwilling to come to an open 
rupture with the ftate,^ at lad was content to aflc. the 
government of Illyria, with two legions ; but this 
ajfo was rcfufed him. Now, therefore, finding all 
hopes of an accommodation fruitlefs, and confcious, 
if not of the gpodnefs of his caufe, at leaft of the 
goodnefs of his troops, he began to draw them down 
towards the confines^ of Italy, and pafllng th^ Alps 
with his third legion, flopped at Ravenna, a city of * 
Cifalpine Gauls, from whence he once more wrote a 
letter to the confuls, declaring that he was rea'dy to 
refign all command in cafe Pompey did fo too. On 
the other hand, the fenate decreed, that Csefar 
Ihould lay down his government, and difl)and his 
forces within a limited time ; and if he refufed obe- 
dience, that he fhpuld be declared an enemy to the 
commonwealth.* 

Caefar, however, feemed no way diftufbcd at tfcefe 
violent proceedings ; the night before his intended 
expedition into Italy ,be f^t^own to table, chearfully 
coaverfing with his friends on jfub^e^ (^ literature 

and 
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and philofophy, and apparently difengaged from 
every ambitious concern. After fo'me time, rifing 
up, he defired the company to make themfelves 
chearful in his abfence, and that he would be with 
them in atnoment: in the niean time, having orr 
dered his chariot to be prepared, he immediately fet 
out, attended by a few friends, for Arminium, a 
city upon the confines of Italy, whither he had dif- 
j>atched a part of his army the morning before. This 
journey by night, which was very fatiguing, he per- 
formed with great diligence, fometinjes walking, and 
ibmetimes on horfebsK:k, till at the break of day he 
came up with his army, which confided of about five 
thoufand men, near the Rubicon, a little river which 
feparates Italy from Graul, and which terminated 
tj|C limits of his command. The Romans had ever 
been taught to confider tliis river as Ihe facred boun- 
dary of their domeftic empire ; Caefar, therefore, 
when he advanced at the head of his army to the 
fide of the river, ftopt fhort upon the -bank, as \( 
impreft with terror at the greatnefs of his enterprize. 
He pondered for fomc time in fixed melancholy, 
looking upon the tiver, and debating witk himTelf 
whether heftiould venture in: "If I pafsthis river," 
fays he to one of his generals who flood by him, 
** whatmiferies fliall I bring^poamy country! and 
** if now I ftop fhort, I am undone." Thus fay- 
ing, and refuming all his former alacrity, he plunged 
in, crying out, that the die was caft, and all was now 
qver. His foldiers followed him with equal prompti- 
tude, and quickly arriving at Arminium, made them- 
felves maCters of the place without any refiftance. 

This unexpeSed enterprize excited the qtmoft 
terrors in Rome, every one inwgining that Caefar 
was leading his army to lay the city in ruins. At 
one time were to be feen the citizens flying into the 
country for fafety, and the inhabitants of the coun- 
try coming up to fcek for fhelter in Rome. In 

• this 
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this univerfal confufioji, Pompey felt all that repent- 
ance and felf-copd^nination which miift neccflarily 
arife from the remembrance of having advanced his 
rival to his^prefent pitch of power ; wherever heap- 
pcared, many of his former friends were ready to tax 
him with his fupinenefs, and farcaftically to reproach 
his ill-grounded prefumption. '* Where is now," 
cried Favonius, a ridiculous fenator of his party,' 
** the army that is to rife at your command ? Let u$ 
** fee if it will appear by ftamping." Cato remiryied 
him of the many warnings he had given him ; which 
however, as he w^s coniinually boding nothing but 
calamities, Pompey might very jifftly be excufed 
from attending to. But being ,at length wearied 
with ihefe reproaches, which were offered under 
cplour of advice, he did all that lay in his pow#r 
to encourage and confirm his followers : he told them 
that they ihould not want an army, for that he would 
be their leader ; he confeft, indeed, that he had all 
along miftaken Caafai^s aims, judging of them only 
from what they ought to be; however, if his friends 
were ftill infpired with the love of freedom, they 
might )«t enjoy it in whatever place their necefTi- 

' ties fhould happen to condud ihem. He let them 
know that their aflPairs were in a very p"Vomifing fi- 
tuation; that his two lieutenants were at the head 
of a vei-y confiderable army in Spain, compofed of 
veteran troops thai had made the conqueft of the 
Eaft; befides thefe, there were infinite refources both 
in Afia and Africa, together with the fuccours^they 
were fure to exped from all the kingdoms that were 
in alliance with Rome. This fpeech ferved, in fomc 
meafure, to revive the hopes of the confederacy. 
The greatefl: part of the fenate,his own private friendi 
and dependents, togj^ther with all thofc who expell- 
ed to make their fortunes in his caufe, agreed to -fol- 
low him. Being in no capacity to refift Caefar at 

Rome, he refolved to lead his forces to Capua, where 
- ' h« 
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he commanded the two legions that ferved under 
CsDfar in Gaul. 

Caefar, in the mean time^ after having vainly at- 
^ tempted to bringPompey.to an accommodation, re* 
folved to puifuehim into Ciipua before he could cel- 
left his foices. Accordingly, he marched on to take 
pofleflion of the cities that iiiy between him and his 
rival, not regarding Rome, which he knew would 
Ml of courfe to the conqueror. 

Corfinium was th^ firft city that attempted to (top 
the rapidity of his march. It wafs defended by Do- 
mitius,whb had been appointed by the fenate to fiic- 
ceed him i-n Gauf^ and was garrifoned by twenty co- 
horts which were levied in the countries adjacent ^ 
Coefar, however, quickly inverted it; and, though 
Domitius fen t frequently to Pompey, exhorting him 
to come and raife the fiege, he was at laft obliged to 
endeavour to efcape privately. His intentions hap- 
pening to be divulged, the garrifon were refolved to 
Gonfult their own lafety by delivering him up to the 
befiegers. Caefar readily accepted their offers, but 
kept his men from immediately entering into the 
town. After fome time, Lentulus, the conful, wlia 
was one. of the befieged, came out to implore for- 
givenefs for himfelf and the reft of his x:onfederarcs,„ 
putting Crefar in mind of their ancient friendfhip, 
and acknowledging the many favours he had receive 
cd at his hands. To this, Caefar, who would not wait 
the conclufion of his fpeech, generoufTy replied, that 
became into Italy not to injure the liberties of Rome 
and its citizens, but to reftore them. This humane 
reply being quickly canied into the city, the fena- 
tors, and the knights, with their children and fome 
officers of the garrifon, came out to claim the con- 
queror's protedion, who, juft glancing at their in- 
gratitude, gave them their liberty, with permilTion 
to go wherefoever they fliould think proper. But 
while he difmiffed the leaders, he^ upon this> as upon 

all 
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all other occafions, tookxare to attach the common 
fpldiers to his own intereft, fenfible that he might 
(land in need of an army ; but that, while he lived, 
his army could never ftand in^need of a commander, 

Pompey, who was unable to continue in Rome,- ., 
having intelligence of what pafled upon thisoccafion, 
immediately retreated to Brundufiura, where he, re- 
folved to ftand a fiege to retard the enemy until the 
forces of the empire (hould be united to oppofe him. 
His aim in this fucceeded to his wifli, and after hav- 
ing employed Caefar for fome time in a fruitlefs 
fiege, he privately pafled his forces over to Dyrrac- 
chium, where the conful had levied a body of forces 
for his afliftance. However, though he made good 
hisefcape, he was compelled to leave the whole 
kingdom of Italy at the mercy of hi» rival, without 
either a town or an army that had ftrength to op- 
pofe his progrefs. 

Caefar finding he could not follow Pompey for 
want of (hipping, went back to Rome, to take pofr 
feflion of the public treafures, which his opponent, 
by a moft unaccountable over-fight, had neglefied 
taking with him. However, upon his coming up to 
the door of the treafury, Metellus, the tribune, who 
guarded, it, refufedtolet him pafs; but Caefar, with 
more than ufual emotion, laying his hand upon his 
fword, threatened to ftrike him dead; " And know, 
" young man,'* cried he, <* that it is eafier to do 
«* this thaato fay it."This menace had its eflFeQ 5 
Metellus retired, and Caefar taok out of the treafury 
to the amount of three thoufand pounds weight of 
gold, befides an inimenfe quantity of filver. 

Having thus provided for continuing the war, he 
departed from Rome, refolved to fubdue Pompey*s 
Heutenants, Afranius and Petreius, who had been 
long in Spain at the head of a veteran army, com- 
polld of the choifcft legions of the empire, who had 

been 
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been ever viQorious under all its commanders. Cx- 
far, however, who knew the abilities of its two pre- 
fent generals, jocofely faid as he >vas preparing to 
go thither, that he weat to fight an army without a 
|eneral, and upon conquering it, would return to ft, 
fight a general without an army. V^ % 

The nrft confliQ which he had with Afranius and 
Petreius, was rather unfavourable. It was fought 
near the city of Herda, and both fides claimed the 
honour of the viftory. But by various flratagems he 
reduced them at |aft to fuch extremity of hunger and 
drought, that they were obliged to yield at difcretion. 
Qemency was his favourite virtue; he difmifled 
them all with the kindeft profeffions, and fent them 
home to Rome loaden with ihame and obn^ations Co 
publifh his virtues, and confirm the afFeSions of 
his adherents. Thus, in the fpace of about forty 
days, he became mafter of all Spain, and returned 
again viftorioos to Rome. The citizens upon this 
occafion received him with frefh demon ftrations of 
joy, and created him dilator and confiil ; but the 
firft of thefe oflfices he laid down after he h^d held 
it eleven days. 

While Casfar was thus employed, Pompey was 
equally adive in making preparations in Epirus and 
Greece to oppofe him^ All the mqnarchs of the Eaft 
bad declared in his favour, and fent very large fup- 
plies. He was matter of nine elFcftive Italian le- 
gions, and had a fleet of five hundred large fhips 
ubder the condud of Bibulus, an zAive and experi- 
enced commander. Added to thefe, he ws^s fup- 
plied with large fums of Oioney; and all the necefla- 
ries for an army, from the tributary provinces round 
him. He had attacked Antony and Dolabella, who 
commanded for Caefar in that part of tLe empire, 
with fuch fuccefs, that the former was obliged to 
fly, and the latter was taken prifoner. Crowds of the 
mod didinguifhed citizens and nobles from Rorpe 

came 
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came every day to join him. He had at one tim» 
above two hundred fenators in his camp, among 
whom were Cicero and Cato, whofe approbation of 
his caufe was equivalent to an army. 
/Notwithftanding thefe preparations, Csefar mljf?- 
ped off five of his twelve legions, at Brundufium, and 
weighing anchor, fortunateJy fleered through the 
midft of his enemies, timing it fo well that he made 
his palFage in one day. Still, however, convinced 
that the proper time for makiirg propofals for a peace 
was after gaining an. advantage, he fent one Rufus, 
whom he had taken prifon^r, to effeft an accom- 
modation with Pompey. offering to refer all to the 
fenate and the people of Rome; bat Pompey once 
more rejeaed the overture, holding the people of ' 
Rome too much in CaBfar*s ijtercfts to be relied on. 

Pompey had been raifmg fupplies in Macedonia 
when firll informed of CaefarV linding upon the 
coafts of Epirus : hefliow therefore, refolved iname- 
diately to march to Dyrracchium, in order to cover 
that place from Csefar's attempts, as alt his ammu- 
nition and provifions were depofited there. The firft 
place that both armies came in fight of each other, 
was on the oppoiite bmks of the river Apfus ; and 
as both were commanded by the two greateft gcne^ 
rals then in the world, the one renowned for his con- 
cjueft of the Eafl, the other celebrated for his vifto* 
ries over the Weftern parts of the empire, a battle? 
wa$ eagerljr defired by the foldiers 6n either fide. 
But neither general was willing to hazard it upon 
thisDccafion ; Pompey could not rely upon his new 
kvibs, and Caefar would not venture an engagenjent 
till he was joined by the reft of his forces, 

Caefar h.Vd now waited fome time with extreme 
impatience for the coming up of the remainder of 
his army ; and even ventured out alone in an open 
fifher boat to haften its arrival, but he was driven 
biick by a rform. However, his difappoi.ntmcnt waf 

foon 
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foon relieved, by an information of the landing of 
troops he had long expected at AppoIIonia, from 
whence they were approaching, under the conduft 
of Antony and Calenus, to join him ; he, therefore 
decamped in order to meet them ; and prevent Pom- 
pey with hia army from engaging them on their 
inarch, as he lay on that fide .ot the river, where tht 
fuccours had been obliged to ccme oulhore. 

Ponjpey being compelled to retreat, led his forcet 
to Afparagus, nigh D/rracchium, where he was fure 
of being fupplied with every thing heceflary for hit 
army, by the numerous fleets which he employed 
along the eoafts of Epirus: there he pitched hij 
camp upon a tongue of land (as mariners exprefs it) 

. that jutted into the fea, where alfo was a fmall fheU 
ter for fliips, where few winds could annoy them ; in 
this place being moft advantagcoufly fiiuated, b« 
immediately began to enirench his pamp ; which 
Cflcfar perceiving, and finding that he was not like^' 
ly foon to quit fo advantageous a poft, began to en* 
trench alfo behind him. And as all beyond Pom- 
pey's camp, towards the land fide, was hilly and 
ftecp, he built redoubts upon the hill?, ftretchinff 

. round from fliore.tq itiore ^ and then caufed lines of 
communication .to be drawn from hill to hill, by 
whlcli he blocked Dp the camp cf the enemy. H« 
hoped by this blockade, to. force his opponent to a 
battle; whic{i he ardently defi red, and which the 
other with equal induftry declined. Thus both fides 
continued for fomc time employed in dcfigns and 
ftratagems, the one to annoy and the other to defend. 
Caefar's men daily carried on their works to ftraiten 
the enemy ; thofe of Pompey did the fame to enlarge 
ihemfelyes, having the advantage of numbers, and 
feverely galled the enemy by thtir'flirgers and arch- 
ers. Casfar, however, was indefatigable ; he caufed 
blinds or mantelets to be made of ll;ins of beafts, to 
cover his rtien while at work ; he cut oflF all the wa- 
ter 
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ter that fupplied the enemy's camp, and forage from 
the horfes, fo that there remained no more fiibfift- 
ence for them. But Pompey at laft refolved to break 
thro* his lines, and gain fome other part.of the coun- 
try, more convenient for encampment. Accordingly, 
having informed himfelf of the condition of CaBfar*s 
fortifications from fome dcferters who came over to 
him, he ordered his% h'ght infantry and archers on 
board his fliips, with direftions to attack Caefar^s 
entrenchments by Tea, where they were leaft defend-^ 
cd. This was done v'ith fuch cfFed, that tho' Cae- 
far and" his officers ufcd their utmoft endeavours to 
hinder Pompey's defigns, yet, by means of reiterated 
attempts, he at laft eflfefted his purpofe of extricat- 
ing his army from his former camp, and of encamp- 
ing in another place by the Tea, where he had the 
convcnicncy of foras^e and (hipping alfo; Caefar 
being thus fruftrated in his views of blocking up the 
enemy, and perceiving the lofs he had fiiftained, re- 
folved at laft to fc^rce Pompey ta a battle, tho* upon 
difadvantageous terms. The engagement began by 
attempting to cut off a legion which was pofted in a 
wood, and this brough,t on a general battle. The 
conflid was for fome time carried on with great ar- 
dour, and with equal fortune ; but Caefars army 
being intangled in the entrenchments of the old 
camps lately abandoned, begah to fall into diforder^ 
tipon which, Pompey prefling his advantage, they 
at laft fled with great precipitation. Great numbers 
periflied in the trenches and on the banks of the 
river, or were preffed to death by their fellows. 
Pompey purfued his fuccefles to the very camp of 
Caefar : but either furprifed with the fuddennefs of 
his viSory, or fearful of an ambufcade, he with- 
drew his troops into his own camp, and thus loH 
an opportunity of fecuring his viQory. 

After this defeat, which was by no means deciftve^ 
Csefar marched, with all his farces united into one 

body. 
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body, direSly to Gomphi, a town in the province 
of Thcflaly. But the news of his defeat at Dyrrac- 
chium had reached this place before him 5 the inha- 
bitants^ therefore, who had before promifed him 
obedience, now changed their minds ; and, with a 
degree of bafenefs, equal to their improdence, fliut 
their gates againft him. C^far^was not to be injured 
with impunity; wherefore, having reprefented 
to his foldiers the great advantage of forcing a place 
fo very rich, he ordered the machines for icaling to 
be got ready ; and caufing an aflault to be made, 
proceeded with fuch vigour, that, not withftanding 
the great height of the walls, the toivn was taken in 
a few hours time. Caefar left it to be plundered, and 
without delaying his jnarch, went forward to Me- 
tropolis, another town of the fame procince, which 
yielded at his approach. By this means, he foon be- 
came pc^efled of all Thefialy, except Lariffa, which 
was garriibned by Scipio, which his legion, who com- 
manded for Pompey. During this interval. Pom* 
pey's officers continually foliciting their commander 
to come to a battle, and inceflantly teazing him with 
importunities to engage ; he at length, refblved to 
renounce his own judgment, in compliance with 
thofe about him ; and to give up all fchemes of pru- 
rience for thofe diSated by avarice and paffion* 
Wherefore advancing Into Theflaly, jvithin^-a few 
days after theiaking of Gomphi, he drew down upon 
the plains of Pharfalia, where he was joined by 
Scipio,' his lieutenant, with the troops under his com- 
mand. There he waited the coming up of Casfar, 
refolved upon engaging, and upon deciding the fate 
of the kingdoms at a fingle battle. 

Cacfar had employed aH his art for fome time in 
founding the inclinations of his men, and finding his 
army once more refohite and vigorous, he caufed 
them to advance towards the plains of Pharfalia, 

where 
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where Pompey was now encamped, andprepared to 
oppofe hUn. 

The approach of thefe two great armies, com- 
pofed of the bed and braveft iroops in the world, 
together with the grcamefs of the prize for which 
they contended, filled all itiinds with anxiety, tho* 
with diflFerent expeftaiions. Pompey's army, being 
mod numerous, turned all their thoughts to the en- 
joyment of the vlStory ; Caefar's, with better aims, 
confidered only the means of obtaining it : Pompey's 
army depended upon their numbers, and their many 
generals; Caefar's, upon their own difcipline, and 
the conduft of their fingte commander : Pompey's 
fartifans hoped much from the juftice pf their caufe ; 
Caefar's alledged the frequent propofals which they 
had made for peace without effeft. Thus the views, 
hopes, and rr.-otives of both feemed different, but 
their hatred and ambition were the fame. Gacfar, 
who was ever foremoft in offering battle, led out hi« 
army in array to meet the enemy; but<Pompey, 
either fufpeQ in g his troops, or dreadhig the events 
kept his advantageous fituation for fome time : he 
drew, indeed, fomctimes out of his camp, hot al- 
ways kept himfelf ^nder His trenches, at the foot of 
the hill near which he was pofied. Csefar being un- 
willing l;o attack him at a difadvantage, refolved to 
decamp the next day, hoping to harafs out his anta- 
gonifl, who was not a match for him in fuftaining 
the fatigues of duty. Accordingly, the order for 
marching was given, ' and the tents flmck, when 
word was brought him, that Pompey's army liad 
quitted their entrenchments, and had advanced far- 
ther into the plain than ufual; fo thai he might en- 
gage ihem at lefs difadvantage: whereupon he cauf^ 
ed his troops, that were upon their march, to halt, 
and with a countenance of joy informed them, that 
the happy time was at Lift come, which they had fo 

long 
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long wiflied for, and which was to crown their glo- 
ry and terminate their fatigues. Upon this he drew 
up his troops in order^ and advanced towards the 
place of battle. His forces did not amount to above 
half thofe of Ponipey ; the army of the one amount- 
ing to above forty-five thoufand foot, and feven thou- 
sand horfe ; that of the other not exceeding tweflty- 
two thoufand foot, and aboilt a thoufand horfe. 
This difproportion, particularly in the cavalry, had 
filled Csefar with apprehenfions ; wherefore he had 
fome days before picked out the (Iron g eft and nim- 
bleft of his foot foldiers, and accuftomed them to fight 
between the r^nks of his cavalry. By their alTiftance, 
his thoufand horfe was a match for Pompej/^'s feven 
thoufand, and had aflually gpt the better m a fkir- * 
niifh that happened between them feme days before. - 

Pompey, on the other hand, had ftrong ex^peSati- 
onsof fuccefs; he boafted, that he could put Csefar's 
legions to flight, without flriking a fingle blow ; 
prefuming that, as foon as the armies formed, his 
cavalry, on which he placed his greatcft expeflation?, 
would out-flank and furround the enemy. Labienus 
commended this fcheme of Pompey ; alledging alfo, 
that the p'Vefent troops, of which CsbOt's army wa> 
compofed, were but the fhadow of thofe old legions 
that had fought in Britain and Gaul; that all the 
veterans w^ere worn out, and had been replaced by 
new levies, made in a hurry, in Cifalplnc Gaul. To 
encreafe the confidence of the army ftill more, he 
took an oath, which the reft followed him in, never 
to return to the camp but with vi^ory. in this dif- 
pofition, and under -theft advantageoiis circum- 
ftanees, Pompey led his troops to battle. 

Pompey's order of battle was good and well judg- 
ed. In the centre, and on the two flanks, he placed 
all his veterans, and diftributed his new-raifed troops 
between the wings and the main body. The Syrian 
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legions were placed in the centre, under the com- 
mand of Scipio; the Spaniards, on whom he great- 
ly relied, were put on the right, under Domitius 
-ffinobarbus; and on the left were ftatidned the two 
legions, which Carfar had reftor^d in the beginning 
of the war, led onby Pompeyhimfelf; becaufe from 
thence he intended to make the attack which was to 
gain the day, and for the fame reafon he had there, 
afiembted all his horfc, (lingers and archers, of which - 
h\s right wing had no need, being covered by the 
river Eriipeus. Cscfar like wife divided his army 
into three bodies under three commanders : Domi- 
tius Calvinus being placed in the cen|re, and Mark 
^ Antony on the left, while he himfelf led on the right 
wing, which was to oppofe the left, commanded by 
Pompey. It was remarkable enough^ that Pompey 
chofe to put himfelf at the head of thofe troops 
which were difciplined and inftruSed by C«far ; 
an ineonteftible proof how much ht valued them 
above any of the reft of his array^ Cgefar, on the^ 
contrary, placed himfelf at the head of his tenth 
legion, that had owed all its merit and fame to his 
own training. As he obferved |lie enemy's nume- 
rous cavalry to be all drawn to one fpot, he guefTed 
at Pompey *s intention ; to obviate which he made 
a draught of fix cohorts from his rear line, and 
forming them into a feparate body, concealed them 
behind his right wing, with in{lruQ:ions not to throw 
their javelins on the approach of Pompey*s horfc, 
as was cuftomary, but to keep them in their hands 
and pufh them direSly in the faces and the eyes of 
the horfemen, who, being compofed of the younger 
part of tl\e Roman nobility, valued themfelves much 
upon their beauty, and dreaded a fear in the face 
more than a wound in the body. He faftly, placed 
the little cavalry he had, fo as to cover the right 
of the tenth legion, ordering his third line not to 
march till they had received the fignal from him. 
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As the armies approached, the two generals went . 
from rank to rank, encouraging their men, warming 
their hopes, and leflening their apprehenfions. Pom- 
^ey reprefented to his men, that the glorious occafion 
which they had long befought him ro grant was now 
4>cfore him ; *^ And indeed," cried he, ** what advan- 
" rages could yon wifh over an enemy, that you are 
** not now pofleffed of ? Your numbers, your vigour^ 
" a latcviaory, all dTure a fpeedy and an eafy con- 
** queft t>f thofe harrstffed and broken troops-, com- 
** pofed t)f men worn out with age, and imprefled 
*** with the terrors of a fate defeat ; but there is 
** ftill a ftronger bulwark for our proteSion than the 
^ fuperiority ofourilrength, the juiliceofour caufe. 
** You are engaged in the defence of liberty and of 
^ your country ; you are fupportcd by its laws, and 
'* followed by its magiArates ; you have the world 
•* fpeAatora of your conduft, and wifhing you fug- 
^ cefs^ on the contrary, he whom you oppofe is a 
** robben, and oppreflbr, of his country, and almoft al- 
^* ready fonk with the confcioufnefs of his crimes, at 
** well as the bad fucccfs of his arms. Shew, then, oit 
** this occafion, all that ardour and deteftation of ty- 
^ ranny rhat fhould animate Romans, and do juftice 
••* to mankind.'* C«far,on his fide, went among hit 
•men with that Hciady ferenity, for which he was fo 
much admired in the midft of danger. He infifledbn 
•nothing fo ftrongly to his foldiers, as his frequent and 
onruccefsful endeavours for peace. He talked with 
terror of the blood he was going to Ihed, and pleaded 
only the neceflity that urged him to it. He deplored 
ihe many brave men that were to fall on ^both fiJes;, 
and the wounds of his trountry, whoever fliould be 
Ti^ortoiis. His foldiers anfwered his fpeech with 
looks of ardour and impatience ; which obferving, he 
gave the^tgnal to begin. The word on PompeyTs fide 
was, Hercules the invincihie : that on Csefar's, Ve- 
nus the viftorious. There was only fo much fpaoq. 
H between 
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ibetwccn both armies as to .give room for fighting.: 
wherefore Pompey ordered his men to receive the 
firft fliock without moving out ^f iheir places, ex- 
.pcding.the enemies ranks to be put into diforder by 
their motion. Cae&r's foldiers were now rufliingon 
with their ufoal impetuofity, when, jpercetving the 
enemy motionlefs, they all ttopt fliort, as if ,by ge- 
neral confcnt, and halted in the midft of their career. 
A terrible paufe enfued, in Which both armies conti- 
nued to gaze upon each other with mutual terror and 
dreadful ferenity.: at length, Cacfaf^s men having 
ttaken breath, ran furi6ufly upon the enemy, firft diu 
^charging their javelins, and then drawing their fwords. 
•The fame method was obferved by Pompey*s troopa, - 
who as'vigoroufly fuftained the atta^gk.^ His cavalry 
ralfo were ordered to charge at the very onfet^ which, 
.with the multitude of archers and fiingers, foon ob- 
liged Caefar^smen to give ground ; whereupon Cas- 
vfar immediately ordered the iix cohorts, that were 
placed as a reinforcement, to advance, with orders^ 
?to ftrtke at the enemies faces. This had its defired 
^flFeft^ the cavalry, that were, hut jnft nqw Aire of 
•vifiory, received an immediate checks the unufuad. 
•inethod of fighting purfued by the cohorts, their 
;diming .entirely at the vifages of the aflallants, and 
the horrible disfiguring wounds they made, all cozi* 
ttributed to intimidate them fo much, that, inftead of 
^defending their -perfons, their only endeavour was to 
fave their fgces. A total rout enfued of their whole 
bodyf which fled in^ great difordcr to the neighbour- 
ing mountains, while the archers and fling»ers, whq 
were thus abandoned, were cut to pieces. Ccfar now 
comnfiandedihe cohorts to purfue their fuccefs, and 
advancing, charged Pompey's troops upon the flank: 
this charge the enemy withi^oed for fome time with 
great bravery, till he brought up his third line, which 
' had not yet engaged. Pompey's infantry being thus 
doubly attacked in front by frefh troops, and in rear 
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by the viSorious cohorts, could no longer refift, but 
fled to their camp. The flight began among the 
ftrangers, tho' Pompey's right wing flill valiantly 
maintained their ground. Caefar, however, being 
convinced that the vidory was certain, with hisufual 
clemency, cried out to porfu^ the ftrangers, but to 
fpare the Romans ; upon which they all laid down 
their arms, and received quarter. The greateft 
flaughter was among the auxiliaries, who fl/ed on 
all quarters, but principally went for fafety to the 
camp. The .battle had nqw lafted from the break of 
day till noon, the weather being extremely hot ;^e- 
verthelefs, the conqiierors did not remit their ardour, 
being encouraged by the example of their general, 
who thought his viflbory not complete till he was 
mafter of the enemy's camp. Accordingly, marching 
on foot' at their head, hQ called upon them to follow 
and ttrike the decifive Wow. The cohorts, which 
were left to defend the camp, for fome time made a 
- formidable refiftanpe : particularly a great ntfmber 
of Th'iicians,, and other barbarians, who were ap« 
pointed for its defence : but npthing could refift the 
ardpur of Caefar's viiftprious army ; they were at 
Ia(l5}riven ft'om their trenches^ and all fled to the 
mounitains not far off. Caefar feeing the field and 
camp -ftre wed with his fallen countrymen, was ftrong- 
ly affefted at fo melancholy a profpeft, and could 
not help crying but to one that flood near. him, 
** They would have it fo." Upon entering the^ ene- 
mies can(ip> every objeS pr^fented frefli inftaqces of 
the blind prefumption andmadnefs 6f hisadverfaries^ 
on all fides were to be feen tents adorned >yith ivy 
and branches-of .myrtle, couches covered with pur- 
ple, and fide-boards loaded with plate. Every thing 
gave proofs of the higheft luxury, and feemed ra- 
ther the preparatives for a banquet, the rejoicings 
foravidory, than the difppfitions for a. bat tie. A 
camp fo richly furnilhed, might have bseq^able (o 
H i engages 

Digitized by LaOO-Q IC 



148 THE HISTORY OF THE 

engage the attention of any troops but Caerai'^s^ 
there was ftill fomething to be done, and he would 
not permit them to purfue any other objed than 
t^eir enemies, till they were entirely fubdued. A 
confiderable body of thele having retired to the ad- 
jacent mountains, he prevafled on his foldiers tojom 
nim in the purfuit, in order to oblige thofe to fur- 
, tender. He began by encloiing them with a line 
drawn at the foot of t-hc mountain ; but they quickly 
-abandoned a poft which was npt tenable for want of 
ivater, and endeavoured to reach the city x>f Larifla. 
•Ccsfar led a part of his armyty a (horterway, anfl 
intercepted their retreat, drawn lUp in-order of bat- 
tle between them and the city. However, thefe un- 
happy fugitives once more found protedion from « 
mountain, at the foot of which a rivulet ran, which 
Supplied them with water. Now night approaching;^ 
iCafar's men were almoft fpent, and ready to faint 
with their inceffaiTt toil fince rhorning, yet ftifl he 

Prevailed upon them once more to renew their !»- 
ours, and to cut oflF the rivulet that fupplied the 
defendants. The fugitives, thus deprived otatl hopes 
of fuccour or fubfiftencc, fent deputies 'to the con- 
'^neror,^ offering to fiirrender at tiiicrelioii. <^During 
this interval of negociiation, a few fenators-that were 
among them, took the advantage -of -the night t0 
cfcape, and the next .morning gave up their arm^^ 
and experienced the conquerors clemency. In ftift, 
he addreflfed them with great gentlenefs, and forbade 
»4iis foldiers to offer them any violence, or to take any 
thing from them. "Thus, Gaefar, by his condud, 
gamed the mod complete vidory that had ever beeti 
obtained; and by his great clemency after the bat- 
tle, feemed to have deferved it. His lofs amounted 
to but two hundred men ; and that of Pompey to 
iifteen thoi^ifand, as well Romans as auxiliaries : 
^twenty-four thoufand men furrendered themfelves 
prifoDf rs of war^ and the greaieft part of thefe en« 
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lered into Csefar's army, and were incorporated 
wiih the reft of his forces. As to the fenators aod 
Roman knights who fell into his hands, he gene* 
roufly gave them liberty to retire wherever they 
thought proper : and as for the letters which Pom- 
pey had received from'- fevcral perfons who wiflicd 
to be thought neutral, he burnt them all without 
reading them, as Pompey had done upon a former 
occafion. Thus having performed all the dutiej^ 
ofa general and a ilatefman, he fent for the legi- 
ons which had pafled the night in the camp, to re- 
lieve thofe whi.ch.had accompanied htnri in the pur- 
fuif , and arrived thfe fame day at Larifla. - 

As for Pompey, who had formerly fliewn fuch in- 
flances of coitrage and condufl?,\when he faw his ca- 
valry routed, on which' he had placed his fole depen- 
dence, he abroluteiy 16ft his? reafbn. Infteadofthink<* 
ing howA to rcmeoy this^ diforder, by rallying fuch 
troops as^ed"/ orty oppofingfrcfli troops toftop the 
progr^fs of the conquerors, beiftg totally amazed by 
this 6rft Wow,, he returned to the camp, and in hu 
tent waited the iflueof an event, which it was his duty 
to dired^ not to follow : there he remained fpr fome 
moments without fpeaking, till being told, that the 
camp was attacked, '* What,*' fays he, ** are we 
•* purfued to our very entrenchnients ?'* and imme- 
diately quitting his armour for a habit more fuitable 
to his circumftances, he fled away on horfeback to 
Larifla ; from whence, perceiving he was not pur- 
fued, he flackened his pace, giving way to all the 
agonizing fefleQions, which his deplorable fituation 
ffauft naturally fuggcft. In this melancholy manner. 
he pafled all along the vale of Tempe, and purfuing 
the courfe of the river Pencus, at laft arrived at a 
fiftierman's hut, -in which he pafled the night. . 
From thence he went, aboard a little bark, and 
keeping along the fea-ihore, he defcryed a (hip of 
fome burthen, which feemed preparing to fail, in 
H3 which 
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which he embarked, the mafter of the veflel ftl/l 
paying him the homage which was 4ue to his for- 
mer ftation. From the mouth of the r'tver Peneus 
he failed to Amphipph'^v w)iere finding' his aflFain* 
defperate, he (leered to Lefbos to take in his wife 
Cornelia^ whom he had left there^ at a diftance 
from the dangers and harry of the war. She,, who^ 
had long flattered herfelf with the hopes of vidory, 
felt the reverfe of her fortune' in an agony o( dif- 
trefs : Ihe was defired by the meSengcr, whofe 
Icars, tnoTJt than words, proclaimed the greatnefs^ 
of her misfortunes,- to haften, if fhe cxpefted to 
fee Pompey, with but one fliip, and even that not 
his own:, her grief, which before was violent, be- 
came then infuppprtable ; (he fainted away, and lay a. 
confiderable time without any figns of life. At 
length, recovering herfelf, and reflediug it was now 
no time for 'vain lamentations, ihe ran quite thro' 
|he city to the fea-$de. Pompey embraced heir, 
without fpeaking a word, and for fome tiiiic, fup- 
ported her in bis arms in filent defpair. 

Having taken in Cornelia, he now continued his 
courfe, fteering ta the fouth-eaft, arid (lopping no ^ 
longer than was necelTary to take in proviiions at the 
ports th»t ' occurred in his palTage. He was at laft 
prevailed upon to~ apply to Ptolemy, king oC Egypt, 
to >vh0fe father Pompey had been a confiderable be* 
nefiiaor. Ptolemy, who was yet a minor, had 
not the government in his own hand$, but he and 
his kingdoni were under the direftion of Photinus, 
an eunuch, and, Theodotus, ^niafter or the art of 
fpeaking. Thefe advifed, that Pompey fliould^ie 
invited on (bore, and there flain ; and, accordingly, 
Achillas, the commander of the forces, and Septi- 
jnius, by birth a Roman,, and who had formerly been, 
a centurion in Pompey's army, were appointed to 
carry their opinions into execution. Being attend* 
ed bj three or four more, they went into a little 
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liark, and rowed off from land towards Pbmpey's^ 
ffiip, that lay about a mile from the fliort4 Pompey,^ 
after having taken leave of Gorndia, who wept at his 
departure, and having repeated two verfes of Sopho- 
cles, (ignifyingi that he wh6 trufts his 'freedom to a* 
tyrant, from that moment becomes a ffave, gave his 
hand to Achillas, andllept into the bark,- with only 
two attendants of his own. They had now rowed 
from the (hip a good way, and as during that time 
they all kept a profoundTilcnce,.Pompey, willing to 
begin the difcourfe, accofted Septimius, whofc face 
he recolleaed. ** Methinks, friend,'* cried he, 
^•"you and i were once felkjw^foldiers together/' Sep- 
timiusgave only a nod with his bead, without utter- 
ing a word, or inftancing the leaflr civility. Pom- 
pey therefore, took out a paper, on which he had 
minuted a fpeech he intended to make to the king, 
and began reading ir, in this manner they ap- 
proached the ftiore ; and Cornelia, whofe concei n 
had ^ever fuflFered her to lofe fight of herhufcand,be« 
gan to conceive hope^ when (he perceived the people 
on the ftrand Crowding down along the coafts, as if 
willing to receive him : but her hopes were foon de- 
ftroyed ; for that inftant, as Pompey rofe, fupport- 
ing himfelf upon his freedman^s arm, Septimius 
lbu>bed him in the back, and was inftantly feconded 
by Achillas. Pompey perceiving his death inevit- 
able, only difpofed himfelf ta meet it with decency, 
and covering his face with his robe, without fpeak- 
bga word, with a figh refigned himfelf to his fate. 
At this horrid fight Cornelia fiiriekedfo loud as to 
be heard to the (hore; but the danger ihe herfelf wa$ "» 
in did not allpw the rriariners time to look on ; 'th<Jy 
immediately fet fail, and the wind proving favour- 
able, fortunately they efcaped the purfuit of the 
Egyptian gallies. In the mean time, Pompey's 
murderers having cut off his head, caufed it to be 
embalmed, the better to preferve its features, defign- 
U 4 iiig 
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ing it for a prefent to Caefar. The body was thrown 
uaked on the firand, and expofed to the view of all 
thofe whofe curiofity led them that way. However, 
his faithful freedman, Philip, ftill kept near it, and 
when the crowd was difperfed, he wafhed it in the 
fea, and looking round for nnaterials to burn it, ^he 
perceived the wrecks of a fifhing-boat, of which he 
compofed a pile. While he was thus pioufly em« 
ployed, he was accofied by an old Roman foldier, 
wboliad ferved under Pomp^y in his youth. **Who 
•* art thou,** faid he, ** that art making thefe hum- 
•* ble preparations for Pompey's funeral ?** Philip 
having anfwered, that he was one of his freedmea* 
•* Alas," replied the foldier, "permit me to (hare 
'^ in this honour alfo : among the many miferies of nay 
•* exile, it wUl be my laft fad comfort, that I have 
** been able to affift at the funeral of my old com- 
^*'mander, and touch the body of the braved gene«-^ 
** ral that ever Rome produced.** After this, they 
both joined in giving the corpfe tbs laft rites, ana 
colleding his ames, buried them under a little rifin|; 
earth, Icraped together with their hands, ovfer 
which was afterwards placed the following infcrip«» 
|ion : V He whofe merits deferve a temple can now 
fcarce find a tomb.'* 
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CHAP. XXI. 

From the defirudion of the Commonwealth to tbt» 
eftablifliment of the firft emperor Auguftus. 
[U.C. 706.] 

iB S A R has been niuch celebrated for his for- 

iune, and yet his abilities feemed equal to his higheft 
.iiiccefs. He poflefled many fhihing qualities with* 
out the intermixture of any defed but that of ambU 
tion.. His talents were fuch as would have rendered 
him viflorious at the bead of any army he cmnmand* 
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ed> and he would have governed in any republic tha^ 
had given him birth. He had now gained a moft 
complete viQory, his firccefs onlyfeemed to increafe 
hisadivity, and infpired him witl^ frelh refolulion to 
face new dangers. He refolvcd, therefore, to pur- 
fye his laft advantage, and follow Pompey to what- 
itver country he fliould retire ; convinced that dur- 
ing his life he mi^ht gain new triumphs^ but could 
never enjoy fecunty. 

Accordingly, lofmg no time, he fet faH for Egypt, 
and arrived at Alexandria with about four thouiandf 
men; a very inconiiderable force to keq) fuch a 
powerful kingdom untfej* fubjcSion. Upon his 
fandingr the hrft accounts he received were of Pom- 
pey's miferable end ; and (bon after one of the mur- 
derers came with his head and ring, as a moft grate- 
ful prcfent to the conqueror. But Caefar had too 
much humanity to be pleafed with fuch. an horrid 
fpe£tacie : ;he turned away from it with difguft; and 
after a (hort paufe, he gave vent to his.pity in a flood 
of tears. He (hortiy after ordered a magnificent 
tomb to be built to his memory, on the fpot where 
he was murdered ; and a temple near the place to 
Nemefis, wha was the goddefs that punifhed thofe 
that were cru.el to men in idverlity. > 

It (hould Teem that the Egyptians by this time had 
fome hopes of breaking off all alliance with the Ro- 
mans, which, they confidered, as in faft it was, but 
a fpecious fubjedion. They firft began to take of- 
fence at Caefar's carrying the enfigns of Roman 
power before him as he entered the city. Photinut 
the eunuch, alfo treated him with great difrefpeft, 
and even attempted his life. Cafar, however, con- 
cealed his refentment till he had a force fufEcient to . 
Eiinifli his treachery v and Cqnding privately for thc^ 
gions^ which had been formerly enrolled for Po'm-' 
pey's fervice, as being the neareft to Egypt, he, in 
the mean time pretended to repofe an entire confi- 
H5 » dence 
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dence In the king's ijiiniftcr, making great enter*-, 
taiftmcnts, and amfting at the conferences of the 
philofophers, who were in great numbers at Alex- 
andria. However, he foon changed his manner 
when he found himielf in no danger from th6 mi- 
nifter's attempts, and declared, that, as being feo- 
man conful, it was his doty ta fettle the fucceffion 
cfthe Egyptian crown. . ' *" 

There were at that time two pretenders to tht 
crown of Egypt ; Ptolemy, the acknowledged king ; 
and the celebrated Cleopatra, ills filler; to whom, 
by the cudom of the country, he alfo was married ; 
and who, by his father's will, fhared jointly in the 
fucceffion. Not being contented with a bare parti- 
cipation of power, Cleopatra aimed at governing 
alone ; but being oppofcd in her views by the Rbman 
fenate, who confirmed her brother's title to thef 
crown, flie was banifhed into Syria, with Arfinoe her 
younger fifter. Caefar gave her new hopes of afpiring 
to the kingdom, and fent to j[)oth her and her bro- 
ther to plead their caufe before. him. ' Photinus, the 
young king's guardian, difdained accepting thfs 
propofal, and backed his riefu far by fending an army 
of twenty thoufand men to befiege'him in Alexan- 
dria. Caefar bravely repulfed the' enemy for fome 
time ; but finding the city of too great extent to be 
defended byfo fmall an army as he then commanded, 
he retired to the palace, whiqh commafided the har-^ 
bour, where he purpofed to make his ftand. Achillas, , 
who commanded the Egyptians, attacked hini there 
with great vijgour, iand ftill aimed at making himfelt 
mader of the flett, that lay before the palace. Caefai*, 
however, too well knew the importance of thofc 
ihipsin the hands of an enemy ; and therefore burnt 
them all, in fpite of everjr effort to prevent him. He 
next poffeft hhnfelf of the iflandof Pharos, which was 
the key to the Alexandrian port ; by which he was 
enabled to receive the fupplies fent him fix»m all Gdes; 

and, 
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And, In this fituation, he determined to withftand 
Xht united force of all the Egyptians. 

In the mean time, Cleopatri, having heard of the 
prefent turn in her favour, refolved to depend rather 
on Caefar's favour for'gaining the government, than 
her own forces. But no arts, as fhe juftly conceiv- 
ed, were To likely to influence C^far as the charms 
of her perfon, which, though not faultlefs, were 
yet extremely feducing. She was now in the bloom 
of youth, and every feature borrowed grace from the 
lively turn of her temper. To the moft enchanting 
addrefs (he joiiied the mod harmonious voice. With 
all thefe accomplifliments, (he poffefled a great (hare 
of the learning of the times, and could give audience 
to the ambafladors of feyen different nations witjiout 
an interpreter. The difficulty was how to get at 
Caefar, as her enemies were in pofleflion of ail the 
avenues that led to the palace. For this purpofe fhe 
went on board a fmall veffel, and, in the evening, 
hnded near the palace, where being wrapt up in » 
coverlet, fhe was carried by one Afpolodorus into the 
very chamber of Caefar. Her addrefs, at firft, 
pleafed him ; her wit and underftanding ftill fanned 
the flame ; but her carefles, which were carried be* 
yond the bounds of innocenc?, intirely brought hi\n 
over to fecond her claims. 

While Cleopatra was thus employed in forwarding 
Jier own views, her fifter Arfinoe, was alfo flrenu* 
ouily engaged in the camp, in purTuing a feparate in- 
tereft. She had found means, by the afliftance of one 
Ganymede, her confident, to niake a large divifioti 
in the Egyptian army in her favour ; and foon after,. 
by one of ihofe fudden revolutions which are com- 
mon in barbarian camps to this day, (he' caufed 
Achillas to be murdered, and Ganymede to take the 
command in his (lead, and to carry on the fiege t^ith 
greater vigour than before. , Ganymede's princg>al 
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effort was by letting in the fca upon thofe canals 
which fupplied the palace with frefli water ; but this 
inconvenience Celar remedied by digging a great 
number of wells. His next endeavour was, to pre- 
vent the junftion of Csefar's twenty-fourth legion, 
which he twice attempted in vain. He foon after 
made himfelf mailer of a bridge which joined the 
ifle of Pharos to the continent, from which poft 
Cxfar was refolved todiflodge him. Jo the heat of 
the adion, fome mariners, partly thro' curiolity, 
and partly ambition, canae and joined the combatants, 
but, being feized with a panic, inflantly fled, and 
Ipread a general terror through the army. Ail 
Caefar's endeavours to rally his forces were in vain^ 
the confufion was paft remedy, and numbers were 
droorncd or put to the fword.in attempting to efcape- 
N^>w, therefore,, feeing the irremediable diforder of 
his troops, he retired to a fliip,» in order to get to the 
palace that was juft oppofite : however, he was no 
fooner on board, than great crowds entered at the 
fame time with him ; upon which, apprehenfive of 
the £hipV (inking,, he jumped into the Tea, and 
fwam twjQ hundred'paces to the fleet that lay befpre 
the palace,^ all the time holding his own Commen- 
taries in fifs left hand above water, aiid his coat o£ 
mailin his teeth. 

The Alexandrians, finding their eflFbrts to take the 
palace ineffedual,, endeavoured at lead, to get their 
king out of Cae&T*t power, as he had feized upon his^ 
perioir in th^ beginning of their difputes. For this 
purpofejrfiey made ufe of their cuftomary arts jof 
diHimulation,. profefling the utmoff defire of peace^ 
and only wanting the preiencc of their lawful prince, 
to give a fanSion to the treaty. Caefar, who was 
ferifible of their perfidy, neverthelefs concealed his 
fufpicions, and gave them their king, as he was un-- 
dec no appreheniion$ Irom tbff abilities of a boy. 

Ptolemy^. 
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Ptolemy, however, the inftant he was fet at liberty, 
inftead of pronioting the peace, made every effort 
to grve vigour to his^hoftihties. 

In this manner Ca&far was hemmed m for fpmt 
time by this artful and infidious enemy, with all 
manner of difficulties againft him; but he was at 
lafl relieved from this mortifying fituation by Mi* 
thridates Pergamenns, one of his mofl faithful p^rr 
tifans, who came with an army to his afliflance. 
This general, colie^ing a numerous army in Syria, 
marched into %ypt, took the city of Pelufium, re- 
pulfed the Egyptian army with lofs, and at lafl, 
joining with Caefar, attacked their camp with a 
great flaughter of the Egyptians: Ptolemy himfelf^ 
attempting to efcape on board a vciTet that was fail* 
ing down the river, was drowned by the (hip's fink- 
ing, and Caefar thus became mailer of all Egypt 
without any farther oppofition. He therefore, ap- 
pointed Cleopatra, with her younger brother, who 
was then but an infant, as joint governors, according 
to the intent of their father's v>iil, and drov^ oul 
Arfinoe with Ganymede into baiwliment.. 

Having thus given away kingdoms, he now for a- 
while feemed to relax from the ufual adivity of his 
conduQ, captivated with the charms of Cleopatra. 
Inftead of quitting Egypt to go and quell the re^mains 
of Pompiey's party, he there abandoned himfelf to his 
pleafures, pafling whole nights in feaAing, and all the. 
cxcefles of high- wrought luxury, with the young 
queen. He even refolved to attend her up the Nile 
into ^Ethiopia ; but the brave veterans who had long 
followed his fortune, boHly reprehended his condud, 
and refufed to be partners info infamous an expe-!^ 
dition. Thus, at length, rouzed from) his leth<iJfgy> 
he refolved to prefer the call of ambition to that of 
iove, and to leave Cleopatra (by whom he had' a 
fi>a who was afterwards named Csefario), in order to 

oppofc 
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oppofc Pharnaccs, the king of Bofphorus, who had 

made ipmz inroads upon the dominions ot Rome. 

This prince, who was the ion of the great Mithri- 
dates, being ambitious of recovering his father's do- 
minions, feixcd upon Armenia and Colchis, and 
overcame Domitius, who bad been fent againft him. 
Upon Caefar's march to oppofe him, Pharnaces, who 
was as much terrified at the name of the general as 
at the ftrength of his army, laboured, by all the aris 
of negociation, to avert the impending danger. Cat- 
far, exafperated at his crimes and ingratitude, at firft 
diffembled with the ambafladors, and, ufing all ex- 
pedition, fell upon the enemy unexpeSediy, an4i 
in a few hours, obtained a fpeedy and complete vie- 
tory. Pharnaces attempting to take refuge in his 
capital, was flain by one of his own commanders — 
A juft punifhment for his former parricide. But 
Caefar conquered him with fo much eafe, that, in 
writing to a friend in Rome, he expreft the rapidity 
ofhisviSory in three words, " Veni, vidij^ vici:'-' 
a man fo accuftomed to conqued, thought a flight 
battle fcarce worth^a longer letter. - 

C«far, having fettled affairs in this part of the em- 

f>ire, a^ well as time would permit, embarked tor 
tftly, where he arrived fooner than his enemies could 
expieS, but not before his affairs there abfolutely re- 

2uired his prefence. He had been, during his ab* 
;nce, created^corrfiil fof" five years, diSator for one 
year, and tribune of the people for life. ^But An* 
tony, who in the mean time governed in Home for 
him, had filled the city with riot and debauchery, 
aild many commotions enfued, which nothing but 
the arrival of Caefar fo opportunely could appeafe. 
However, by his moderation and humanity, be foon 
reftored tranquility to the city, fcarce making any 
diftinflion between thofc of his own and the oppofite 
party. Having by gentle means reftored his autho- 
rity 
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rity at home, he prepared to march into Africa^ 
v^here Pompey's party had found time to fally under 
Scipio and Cato, afllfted by Juba king of Maurita- 
nia; and vyiih his tofual diligence, landed with a fmall 
party in Africa, while the reft of his army fcHowed 
him. Scipio coming to^ battle foon after, received £ 
complete and final overthrow, with little or no lofs 
on the fide of the viSor. Juba and Petreius his ge- 
neral Hilled each other in defpair^ Scipio, attempting 
to efcape by fea into Spain, fell in among the enemy 
and was {lain; fo that, of all the generals of that 
undone party, Cato was now the only one that re- 
mained. ' 

This extrabrdinary man, whom no ptofperity could 
elate, atid no ifiisforttine deprefs, having retired iritd 
Africa after the battfle of Pharfalia, had led the 
wretched remains of that defeat through burning de-' 
ferts and trafts tnfefted with ferpents of various nia- 
lignity,'^nd was now in the city of Utica, whichhe 
had been left to defend. Still, however, in love with 
even the (hew of Roman government, he had formed 
the principal citizens into a fenate, and conceived 
areiolution of holding out tJ-iC town.But the enthu* 
fiafm for liberty fubfiding among his followers, he 
was refolved no longer to force men to be free who 
. feemed naturally prohe to flavery. He now, there- 
fore, defired fome of his friends to fave themfelves 
fay fea, and bade others to rely upon Caefai^s cle- 
mency ; obferving, that, as to himfelf, he was at 
'aft vifitorious. After this, fupping chearfully among 
his friends, he retired to his apartment, where he 
behaved with unufual tendernefs to his fon, and to 
all his friends. When he came into his bedrcham- 
ber, he laid himfelf down, and took up Plato's dia- 
logue on the immortality of the foul; and, having 
read for fome time, happening to caft his eyes to 
the head of his bed, he was much furprized nof to 
find his fword there, which had been taken away 

• . by 
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by his fon's order whik they -were at fupper/ Upotr 
this^ calling one of his domefHcs to know what was 
become of his fword, and receiving no anfwer, he 
refunded his ftudies; but fome tin^e after called for 
his fword ag^un. When he had done reading, and 
perceived nobody obeyed Um in bringing ^isfword^ 
he called his domeftics one after the other, and with' 
a peremptory air demanded his fword once more« 
His fon came in foon after, and with tears befought 
him in the mod humble manner to change his refo- 
lution; but receiving a Aern reprimand, he defsAed 
from his perfuafions« His fword being at length 
brought him, he feemed fatisfied, and cried out,^ 
** now again I am mailer of niyfelf/* He then took 
up the book again> which he read twice ever, and 
feM into a found deep. Upon awaking^ he called to 
one of his freedmen to know if his. friends were em* 
barked, or if any thing yet remained that coidd be 
done to ferve them. The freedmaxt afTurbg hind 
that all was quiet, he was then ordered a^in to leave 
the room ; and Cato was no fponer alone than he 
ftabbed himfelf with his fword through the breaft,. 
but not with that force he intended, tor the wound 
not difpatching him^he fell upon his bed»^and at the 
fame time overturned a table on which be had been 
drawing fpme geometrical figures. At the nqifk he 
made in his fali, his fervants gave a fhrick, and his 
fon and friends immediately entered the room. 
They found him weltering in his blood, and his 
bowels pufhed out through the wound. The 
phyfician, who attended his family, perceiving that 
his inteftines were yet untpuched, was for replacing 
thenl; but when Cato had recovered his fenfes, and 
underftood their intention to preferve his life, he 
puflied the phyfician from him, and witJi a fierce 
refolution tore out his bowels and expired. 

Upon the dea^ of Cato, the war in Africa being, 
$ompIeted^ Csefar feturned in triumph to Rome^ 

and» 
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and, as if he had abridged all his former triumjAs 
only to ^ncreafe the fplendor of this, the citizens 
were aftonifhed at the magnificence of the procef* 
Hon, and the number of the countries he hadfub- 
dued» It faAed four days i the firft was for Gaul,, 
the fecond for Egypt, the third for his vidories in 
Afia, and the fourtlv for that over Juba in Africa. 
His veteran foWiers, all fcarrcd with wounds,^ and 
now laid up for life, followed their triumphant ge- 
aesal crowned with laurels, and conduced him to 
the Capitol. To every one of thefe he gave a fuia 
equivalent to about an hundred and fifty pounds of 
our money, double that fum to the centurions^ and 
four times as much to the foperior officers. The 
«iti^Lens «lib ^ared his bounty ; to every one of 
which he di{tribttted tsn buihebof corn, ten pounds 
of oil, and a fun^of- mon^ equal to about two 
pounds fterling of ouFS^. Ke after this, entertained 
the peQpIe at aboye twenty thoufand tables, treated 
them with the combat of gladiators, and filled Rome 
with a concpwfe^ cf . fpeftators from every part of 
baljr., 
yj /The peoplfcj intoxicated with the allurements of 
'/|Bearure| thought their freedom too fmall a return 
for fuch benefits | they feemed eager only to find 
<^ut new modes of homage, and unufual epithets of 
adulation for their great enflaver. He was created by 
a new title Magifter Morum,or mafler of the morals 
of the people j . he received the thie of emperor, fa- 
ther of his country ; his perfon was declared iacred ; 
and, in fhort, upon him alone were devolyed for life, 
all the great dignitiesof the ftate. It muil be owned, 
however, that fo much power could never.have been 
entrufted to better keeping. He immediately began 
his empire by reprefling vice and encouraging virtue. 
He committed the pcwer of judicature to the fena- 
tors anctShe knigdts alone, and by many fumptuary 
laws rcftrained the fcandalous luxuries of the rich. 

He 
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He propofcd rewards to all fach as had many chil-* 
dren, and took the mod prudent methods of re-^eo- 
pling the city that had been exhauft^d in the late 
commotions. » 

Having thus reftored profperity once more to- 
Rome,^he again found himfelf under a nec^lfity of 
going into Spain taoppofe an army which had been 
raifed there under the two fon« of P^mpey, and alio 
Labienus his tormer general. He proceeded in this 
expedition with his ufuial celerity, and arrived in 
Spain before the enemy thought bim yet departed^ 
from Rome. Cheius and Sextus, Pompcy's fons^,, 
profiting by their unhappy father's example, refolved 
as much as poffible to profraS the war j fo that the 
ftrft operations of thc'^ two arrtites were - fptnt » m . 
fteges "and fruitlefs attempts to furprife each other. - 
At length, CaeGir, after taking many cities from the 
enemy, and purfuing Pompey with unwearied per^ 
fcverajice, at jaft compelled mm to come to a battle 
upon the plains of Mtfnda. Pompey drew up his 
men by break, of day upon the declivity of an bfH • 
with great exaQnefs and order. Csefar drew up 
his menlikewife in the plain below; and after advanc^ '\ ^ 
ing a little way from hia trenches, he ordered ft^r 
men to make an halt, expeSing the enemy to come 
down from the hill. This delay made Caefar's Ipl- 
diers begin to murmur, while Pompey's with full 
vigour poured down upon them, and a dreadful con* 
fliaerfaed. The firft Ihock was fo- dreadful, that 
Cgefai*:? men, who had hitherto been ufed toconquer, 
iiow began to waver. Caefal* was never in (6 much 
danger a;s now ; he threw himfelf feveral times into 
the very throng of battle. ** What,'* cried he, " are 
** you going to give up your general, who is grown 
•* grey in fighting at your head, to a parcel of boys ?" 
Upon this, his tenth legion exerted themfelvcs with 
more than former b^very; arid a party 3of borfe • 
being detached by Labienus from the camp in pur- 

fuit. 
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fuit of a body of Numidian cavalry, 
*Ioud; thai they were flying. This 
fpread itfelf through both armies, ex 
as much as it depreited the other. Nc 
the tenth legion preffed forward, an^ 
foon enfued. Thirty thou fa nd men ^ 
Pompey's fide, amongft whom was La 
Ca&far ordered t#be buried with the fii 
of a general officer. Cnetus Pompey e 
few horfemen to the fea-fide, but findii 
intercepted by Caefar's lieutenant, he y 
fcefc for a reireat in an obfcure cav 
quickly difcovered by fome ofCaefar' 
prcfently cut oflF his head and brought 
queror.His brother Sextus, however, o 
ielf fo well that he efcaped all purfu 
wards became very notid ^nd rormid 
piracies to the people of Rome. 

Caefar by this lad blow fubducd all 
enemies, and^the reft oFhis life was 

• iKe advantage of the ftate/ He ador 
wTiTirriagrtifi^cnt buildings | he rebuilt 

• Corinth, fending cblonies to l?oth citi< 
'took to levet feveral mountains In Italy 

Pontine matfhes near Rome, "and de 
through th^ rfthmus of Peloponnefus, 
mind that could never remain inaftiv'e, 

'mighty pfojedsand defign's beyond th< 
longed life; but the. gresiteit of all'wa 
expedition againit the Parihians, by 
figned to revenge the de^th of CrafTus, 

. penetratfed too far in,to their codntry Wa 
himfelf taken prifoner,iand put to a crt 
having molten gold po^red;down his 
punifhment for his former avarice'. ] 
Caefar intended to pafs through Hyfca 
ter Scythia along the banks of the i 
then to open hirafelf ^ way througli tV 
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abk forefts of Germany into Gaul, and To to retu^I^ 
to Rome. Thefe were the aims of ambition : the 
jealoufy of a few individuak put an end to them* 
all. 

Having been made perpetual diftator^^and receiv- 
ed from the fenate accumulated honours, it began to- 
be rumoured that be intended to make himfelf kxng^r 
and, though, in fa£t he was poflefied of the power^. 
the people, who )iad an utter averfion to the namct. 
could not bear his afluming. the title,- Whether he, 
really defigned to aflbme that empty honour muft 
now for ever remain a fecret ; but certain it is, that 
the unfufpe^ling opennefs of his condud marked: 
fomething like-ii confidence in the innocence of his- 
Intentions. When informed by^thofe about him pf 
the jealoufiea of many perfons who envied his power^^ 
be was heard to fay, that lie had rather die once by 
treafon, than to live continually }n apprebenfion of - 
it. When advifed by. fdoie to beware of Brutus, in 
t^m he had forfome time repofed thegreateft coq* 
fidence, he opened his bread alt icared with wounds^ 
faying, " Can you think Brutus cafes for fuck poor 
•* pillage as this?" and being one night at^ fupper^ 
• as his„ friends dffpuled among themfelves what death 
was eafieft, he repUed,that which was moft fudden^ 
and leaft fo/efeen. But to convince the world, how 
little he had to apprehend from his enemies, he dtf^- 
banded ki& company of Spanifli gaardS|, whichfac^ 
Utated the enierprize againft his life. 
* A deep conspiracy was, therefore, laid againft' 
him, compofed of no lefs than fixty feoators. Th^ 
were flill the more formidable, as the generality of. 
them were of his own party ; who having been raifed 
above other citizens, felt more (Irongly the weight 
of a fingle fuperior. At the head of this confpiracy 
were Brutus, whofe life Csefar had fpared after the 
battle of Pharfalia ; and Caflius, who was pardoned 
foon after^ both pr»tors for the prefent year, Bru- 
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4tfs made it his chief glory to have been def^ended 
from thatiBrutos who fiift g^ve liberty to Ron)e, 
The paffion fbr-freedom feemed to have been trariC- 
iriitted With^thc blood of bis anceflors down to him. 
But though he detdled tyranny^ yet he could nc^ 
vforbear loving thc-tyrant, from ^om he bad r^eiv- 
«ed the moft fignal benefits. 

The confpirators, to give acokuiiiof juftice to 
•their proceedcngs, remitted the execution of their 
^cfign to^theidcs of March, thcday on which Cae- 
'lar was to i)e offered the crown. The augurs ha4 
^retold that this day would^jc fatsll to him, and the 
-night preceding He heard his wife'Calpurnia lament- 
ongin herfleep, and being awakened (he confefied 
*to him, that fhe dreamt ^f his bemg affaffinated in 
her arms. Th^fe-omens, in feme meafufe, began 
to change Iris intentions of going ^o the fenatc, as 
ihc had refoked that day^ but one of the coJifpira- 
tors coniing^n, prevailed upon him to keep his refo- 
hition^ telling' him of the reproach that would attend 
'hisftayingat home till his wife had lucky dreams^ 
^ndofitbepreparations that were m^de for his ap- 
^pcarance. .^s he went along to the fenate, a flavc, 
who haftened to him with infiH-mation of the confpi^ 
racy, attempted to come near him, but could riot 
for the crowd. Artemidorus, a Greek philofopher, 
who had difcovered the whole plot, delivered him a 
intmorial containing the heads of the information ; 
hot G«far gave it, with other papers, to one of his 
fecretaries without reading, as was yfual in things' 
of this nature. Behig at length entered the fenatc- 
^ houfe, where the confpirators were prepared to re- 
ceive him, he met one Spurina, an augur, who had 
f<>rctold his danger, to whom he faid, fmifing, "Well, 
** Spurinaj the ides of March are come.** **Yes," 
replied the augur, ** but they are not yet over.'* As 
ibon as he bM taken his place^the conlpirators^came 

neai' 
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near him upder pretence of faluting him ; and Cim- 
bcr, who was one of them, approached in a fuppli- 
ant poflure, pretending to fuc for his brother's par- 
don, who had been baniihed by his order. AU the 
confpirators feconded hirp \yith great earnefthefs 9 
and Cimber, feeraing to fue with ftill greater fub- 
miflion, took hold of the bottom of his robe, holding 
him fo as to prevent his rifing.^ This was the fignal 
agreed on. Cafca, who was behind, ftabbed him, 
though (lightly^ in the flioulder. Caefar inftantly turn- 
ed round, and, .with the fteel of his tablet, woun4e4 
him in the arm. However^ all the cpnfpiraiors were 
now alarmed, and, inclofing him round, he received 
a fecond ftabfrom an unknown hand in the breaft, 
while Caflius wounded him in the face. He ftill xlc- 
fended himfelf with great vigour, rufliing among 
them, and throwing down fuch as oppofed him, till 
he faw Brutus amtong the confpirgtors, who, com- 
ing pp, ftrock his dagger into his thjgh. From 
tha^t moment Caefar thought no more of defending 
liimfelf, but looking upon this conf^irator, cried out, 
^ And you too, my fon." Then covering his head[, 
and fpreading his robe before him, in order to fall 
with greater decency, he funk down at theiafe of 
Pompifif s ftatu^,' after receiving three and twenty 
wounds froni hands which he vainly fuppofcd he 
had difarmed by his benefits, . 

* j' ^ Casfar was killed in the fifty-fixth "year of 
* ' his age, and about fourteen years atter h^ 
' ' began the conqueft of the world. If we exa- 
mine his hiftory, we fhall he equally at a Ipfs whe- 
ther moft to admire his great abilitiesor his wonder- 
ful fortune. To pretend to fay that from the begin- 
ning be planned the fubje^ipn of his native coun- 
try, is doing no great credit to his well-known pene- 
tration, as a thoufand obftacles Uy in his way, which 
fortune, rather than conduf^, was tofufmovint. No 
man, therefore,^ of his fagacity, would have begun a 

fcheme 
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^heme ravw^hich the chances of fucceeding were fo 

maay agatnfl him : it is mcft probable that, like all 

very fuccefsfiil men, he only made the beft of every 

voccurrence; and his anrvbition rifing with his good 

fortune, from at firft beings contented with humbler 

aims, he at laft began to think of governing the 

world, when he found fcarce any obilacle to oppofc 

his defigns.»Such is the difpofition of man, whofc 

cravings after power are always moft infatiable 

mh^n he enjoys the greateft fliare. 

0j^As foon as the confpirators had difpatched Cjefar, 

/hey all retired to the Capitol, and guarded its accef- 

'^fe^ by a body of gladiators which Bruttts had in 

pay. 

The friends of the late di£lator now began to 
find that this was the time for coming into greater 
power than before, and for fatisfying their ambition 
under the veil of promoting juftice. Of this number 
was Antony^ whom we''have already feen afting ais 
a lieutenant u/.vl;.! Caefar, and governing Rome in 
td$ abfence. • He was a man of moderate abilities 
andexcef&ve vices, arpbitious^f power only becaufe 
it gave his pleafures a wider, range to riot in ; but 
Ikilled in war to which he had been trained from 
his youth. He was conful for this year, and refolved 
with Lepidus, who was fond of coqnmotions like 
himfelf, to feize this opportunity of gaining that 
power which Caefar had died for ufurping. Lepidus 
therefore, took pofleffion of the Forum with a band 
of foldiers at his devotion ; and Antony, being con- 
fulrwas permitted to command them. Their- firft 
ftcp was to poflefs themfelves of all Caefar^s papers 
and money, and next to convene the fenate. Never 
had this auguft affembly been convened upon fo de- 
licate an occafion, as it was to determine, whether 
Cacfar had been a legal magiftrate or a tyrannical 
ufurper; and whether thofe who killed him merited 
rewards or punilhraents. There were manyofthefe 

who 
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who had received all their promotions from CaeFar, 

And had acquired large fortunes in confcquence of 

his appointments: to vote him an tifurper, thereforfe, 

vould be to endanger their property; and yet ta 

vote him innocent, might endanger the ftatc. In 

this dilemma they feemed willing to reconcile ex* 

, tremes; wherefore they approved all the aiSs of 

C^far, and yet granted a general pardoB to all the 

confpirators. 

-This decree was. very far from giving Antony 

( fatisfaSion, as it granted fectirity to a number .of ^ 

men who were the avowed enemies of tyranny^ and 

wbo would be forcmoft in oppofing his Cphemes of 1 

reftoring abfolute power. As, therefore, the.fenate 

had ratified all Casfar's ads withom drflinSion, he 

formed a fcheme upon this of makfng him rule when 

dead as imperioufly as he had done when living. - 

Being, as was faid, pofleflfed of Csfar's books of 

accounts, he fo far gained ^pon his fecretary ^s to 

make him infert whatever he thought proper. By 

thefe mea^s great ilims of money, which Csefar 

would never have beftowcd, 'were there -difiributed 

among the people; and every man who had any fe- 

ditious defigns againft the government was there fure 

of finding a gratuity. Things bejng in this fitua- 

tion, Antony demanded of the fenate, that C9srar'« 

funeral obfe^uies (hould be performed, which they 

could not decently forbid, as they^iad never decfared 

him a tyrant: accordingly, the body was brought 

forth into the Forum with the utmoft folemnity j and 

Antony, who charged himfcif with thefe Jaft duties 

of friendfliip, began his operations «pon the paCGona 

of the people by the ^r^vailing motives of private in- 

tereft. He firft read them CsBfar's will, in which he 

had left Ofbavius^his frfter's grand fon, his heir, per* 

4iiitting him to take the name of Caefar, and three 

parts of his private fortiine ; and Bruluswas to inlie- 

xit in x:afe of bis dearth,- The Roman people were 
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left tltc gardent which he had on the other fide of 
the Tyber j and every citizen, in particular, was to 
receive three hundred fefterces ; and unfolding 
Csefar's bloody robe in fight of the multitude, he 
took^are they fhould obferve the number of ftabsin 
k : then difplayed an image which to them appeared 
the body of Caefar all coyered with wounds. They 
could no longer contain their indignation, but unani- 
mouily cried out for revenge^ and ran, with flaming 
brands from the pile, ta fet fire to the confpirators 
hdufes. In this rage of refentment, meeting with 
ohe Cinna, whom they miftook for another of the 
fame name who was in the confpiracy, they tore 
him in pieces. The confpirators themfelves, how- 
ever, being well guarded, repulfed the multitude 
with no great trouble ; but perceiving the rage of 
the people, they thought it, foon after^ fafeft to 
retire from the city. 

In the mean time, Antony, who had excited this 
flame, refolved to make the beft of the occafion. But 
an obftacle to his ambition ieemed to arife from 
z quarter on which he leaft expeiled it, namely, 
from Oiftavius Carfar, afterwards called Auguf- 
tus, who was the grand nephew and adopted fon 
of Caefar. A third competitor alfo for power ap- 
peared in Lepidus, a man of fome authority and 
great riches at Rome. At firft the ambition of thefe 
three feemed to threaten fatal confequences to each 
other, but uniting foon after in the common caufe, 
they refolved to revenge the death of Caefar, and 
dividing all power among themfelves, formed what 
is called the fecond Triumvirate. 

The meeting of thefe three ufurpers of their coun- 
try's freedom, was near Mutina, upon a little ifland 
or the river Panarus. Their mutual fufpicions were 
the caufe of their meeting in a place where they 
could not fear any treachery ; for, even in their 
union, they could not divert themfelves of -^nutual 
I ^iflidence. 
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diffidence. Lepidus firft entered ; and, finding att 
things fafe, made the fignal for the other two to ap- 
proach. They embraced each other upon their firft 
meeting; and Auguftus be^n.tbe conference, by 
. thanking Antony for his zeal, in putting. Decimus 
Brutus to death ; who, being abandoned by Jhts army, 
wastaken^adhe was dofigning to efcape into Mace- 
donia, and beheaded by Antony's command. They 
Uien enteredupon the bufinefs that lay before them, 
without any retrofpeftion of the pall. Their con- 
ference lafttfd /or three days ; and,vin. this period^ 
they fixed a divifion of goveramenty and determi- 
ned upon the fate of thoufanda. Th£ refuU oft which 
waS) that the fupreine authority ihould be iodgedin 
their hands,~unHerthe"titlC'Of the Triumvirate, for 
the fpace of five years^ that Antony fliould have 
^Oaul ; Lepidus^ Spain f »and Auguftus, Africa, and 
the Mediterranean iflands. As .for It«ly, and the 
caftern provinces, they were to remain in common, 
. until their general eaemy was entirely Tubduedr^ 
where among other articles of union, it was agreed, 
that all their eneiiues ihould be deftroyed> of which 
each prefented a lift. In thefe were conoprifed, not 
only the enemies, but the friends of the 7'rijiimvi- 
rate, Cnce the partizansof the one were often found 
among the oppofers of the othen Thus Lepidus gave 
up his brother Paulus to the vengeance of his col- 
league :, Antony permitted the profcriptton of his 
uncleiSvcius j and Auguftus delivered up the great 
Cicero, who was aflaffinated (hortly after by An- 
tony's command. 

In the mean time^ Brutus and Cailius, the prin- 
cipal of the" confpirators againft Caefar, being com- 
pelled to quit Rome, went into G^-eece, where they 
perfuaded the Roman ftudents at Athens to declare 
in the caufe of freedom j then parting, the former 
raifed a powerful army in Maceddbia, and the adja- 
cent countries, ^hile the latter went into Syria* 

wncrc 
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where he foon became, mafter of twelve legions, and 
reduced His opponent, Dolabella, to fuch ftreightu 
as ^o kill himfelf. Both armies foon after joining at 
Smyrna, tlie fight of fuch a formidable force began to 
revive the declining fpirits of the party, and to re- 
unite the two generals ft ill more clofcly, between 
whom there had been, fome time before, a flight 
mifunderftanding. In ftort; having quitted Italy . 
like diftrefled ci^iles, without having one fingle fol- 
dier or one town that owned their command, they 
now found themfclves at the head of a flourifhing 
army, furniflied with all the neceflaries for carrying 
on the war, and in a condition to fupport a conteft 
where the empire of the world depended on the 
event. .This fuccefs in raifing levies was entirely 
owing to the juftice, moderation, and great humani- 
ty of Brutus, who, in every inftance, fcemed ftu-^ 
<6ous of the happinefs of his country; and not hi|l 
own. 

It was in this flourifhing ftate of their afFairs, that 
the confpirators had formed a refolution of going 
againft Cleopatra, who had made great preparations 
to aflift their oppon^ents. However, they were divert- 
4j4 from this purpofe by an information that Auguftus 
and Antony were now upon their march, with forty 
legions to oppofe them. Brutus, therefore, moved 
to have their army pafs over into Greece and Mace- 
donia, and the|"e meet the enemy 5 but Caffius fo far 
prevailed, as to have theRhodians and Lycians firil 
reduced, who had refufed their ufual contributions. 
This expedition was immediately put in execution, 
and extraordinary contributions were raifed by that 
fneans^. the Rhodians having fcarce any thing left 
them but their lives. The Lycians fufFe red ftill 
more feverely j for, having fliut themfelves up in the 
cityof Xanthius, they defended the place againft 
Brutus with fuch fury, that neither his arts nor en- 
treaties could prevail upon them to furrender. At 
I Z _ |cttgtb, 
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length, the town being fet on fife, by their attem|>t- 
irigtb burn the works df the Romans, -Brutus, in^ 

r Head of laying hold, on this ogportuility toftorm the 
place, made every effort to preferve it, entreating 

-his foldiers to try all n^eans of extinguiflhing the fire.: 
but the defperate phrenzy of the citizens was not to 
be mollified* JFar from thinking themfelves obliged 
^tatheir generous enemy, fo^ the efforts .which were 

. made to fave them, they rcfoked to' periOi in the 
flames. Wherefore, inftead of extinguiihiing, th'ey 

..did all in their power to augment the fire, by thrown 
ingin wood, dry reeds, and all kinds of fuel. No-- 

, thing could exceed the diftrefs of Brutus, upon fee- 

>lng the townfmen thus refolutely bent on deftroying 

, themfelvcs 5 he rode about the fortifications, ftretch^ 
ing put his hands tp the Xanthiatis, and conjuring 
them to have pity on themfeves ahd thrir city ; but, 
infenfibie to iii&expoft.ulations,.they ruihed into the 
flames with defperate obftinaCy, and the^whole fooa 

.became an heap of undiilinguifliabfc ruin. At this 
horrid fpe£lacle Brutus melted into tears, offering a 

. reward to every foldier who fliould bring him a Ly- 
cian alive. The number of tbofe whom it was poC- 
fible to fave from their own fury amounte^d to no 

iinore than one hundred and fifty. 
, Brutus andX^aflius met once more at Sardis, where, 

: after, thciufual ceremonies were paid between them, 

^they refolved to have a private confer^ce together. 
They fliut therafelves up, therefore, in the firft con- 
venient houfe, with exprefs orders to their fervants 
to give no admiffion. Brutus began, by reprimand- 
ing Caffius for having difpofed of offices, which 
fhould ever be the reward of merit, and for having 
overtaxed the tributary ftates, Caffius retortfed the 
imputation of avariee with the morebitternefs, as he 
knew the charge to be groundlef|. The debate grew 
warm, till, from loud fpeaking, they burft into 
tears. Their friends, who were ftandingat the door, 

• over- 
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^terheard thjc encrcafing vehemence of tbcir voices, 
and began to dread for the cohfequences, till Favo- 
niiw, who valued hiiiifelf upon a cjnical boldnefsj 
that knew no rcfti-aint, entering tne room with a 
jeft, calmed their mutual animofity. Caffius was 
ready enough to forego his ajiger^ being a man of 
great abilities but of uneven difpofition ; not averfe 
to pleafttre in private company ; and, upon the 
whole, of morals not" quite fincere. But the con- ' 
duft of Brutos was always perfeftly fteady. An even 
gentlcnefsjiinoWe elevationof fentiments, aftrength 
of mind over which neither vice nor pleafure could 
have any influencic, an inflciCible firmrieft in the de- 
fence of juftice, compofed the charafter of that great 
man. After their conference, night coming on, 
CaflSus invited Brutus and his friends to an enter- 
tainment, where freedom and chearfulnefs, for a 
while, took place of political anxiety, and fofte^ed 
the fcverity oEwiTdom. Upon retiring home it was 
that Brutus, as l^lutarch teth the ftofy, faw a fpeftre 
iri His tent. Jjc naturally flept but little, and he 
had incr-eafed this tfate of watchfalnefs by habit ?ind 

S:eaf fobriety/f|3e never allowect hjmfelf to flcep ih 
C day time, as Was then coriitttoh in Jlome,, and 
only gave fo much of the night to fleep as could bare- 
ly renew the natural funftions. But efpecially now, 
when oppreft with fuch various cares, he only gave 
a Ihort time after his nightly repaft to reft ; and, 
waking ,about midnight, generally read or ftudied 
till mornfng. It was in the dearfof the night, when 
the whole camp was perfedtly quiet, that Brutus was 
thliis employed in reading by a lamp that was juft ex- 
piring. Ori a fudden he tbougHt be heard a noife as 
if forne body entered, and looking towards the door 
he perceived it open. A gigantic figure, with a 
frightful ^fpeft, ftood before him, and continued to 
gaze upon him with filent feverity. At laft Brutus 
bad courage to fpeak to it : <«Art thou a daemon or 
I 3 ** a mortal 
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•* a mortal man ? and why comeft thou to me ^' 
** Brutus," replied the phantom, " I am thy evil 
" genius ; thou flialt fee me again at Philippi.**^ 
.** Well, then," anfwered Brutus, without being dif- 
compofed, ** we fiiall meet again." Upon which 
the phantom vaniihcd, and Brutus calling to U»{er* 
vants, afked if they had feen any thing ; to which 
replying in the negative^ he again refumed his Sa- 
dies.. But as be was (truck with fo ftrange an occur- 
rence, he mentioned it the next day to Caffius, who, 
being an Epicurean, afcribed it to the efFe£k of an 
imaginajtion too much exercifed by vigilance and 
anxiety. Brutus appeared fatisfied with tnis^fol^ibn 
of his late terrors, and as Antony and Auguftus 
were now advanced into Macedonia, *be and his 
colleague pafled over into Thrace, and drew near 
to the city of Philippi, where the forces of the tri- 
uihviri were polled to receive them. 

All mankind now began to regard the approaching 
armies with terror and fufpenfe. The empire of the 
world depended upon the fate of a battle i as from 
victory, on the one fide, they bad to expe£t freedom ; 
but from the other a fovereign with abfblute coni^ 
mand. Brutus was the only man who looked upo^ 
tbefe great events before him with calmnefs and 
tranquility. Indifferent as to fuccefs, and fatis&ed 
\lrith having done his duty, he faid to one of his 
friends, ** If 1 gain the viftory, I (hall reftore liberty 
'^ to my country ; if I lofe it, by dying, I fiiall be 
«« delivered from flavery myfelfj my condition is fix**. 
•* ed, and I run no hazards.**^ The republican 
armyconfiftedof fourfcore thoufand foot, and twen- 
ty tnoufand horfe. The awny of the triumviri 
amounted to an hundred thoufand foot, and thirteen 
thoufand horfe. Thus complete on both fides, they 
met and encamped near each other upon the plains 
of Philippi, a city upon the confines of Thface. Thi^ 
city was fituaied upon a mouhtain, towards the weft 

of 
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of which a plain ftrctchcd itfelf, bj^ gcntledeclivi- 
ty, almoft fifteen leagues to the banks of the river 
otrymon. In this plain, about two miles from tlfc 
town, were two little hills at about a mile diftance 
from each other, defended on one fide by mountains, 
on the other by a marfli which communicated with 
the fea. It was upon thcfe two hills that Brutus and 
Cafliusfix^d their camp^ rBrutu$ on the hill towards 
the nbtth'i Cafffius on that towards the fouth : and'in 
the intermediate ff)ace which feparatcd them, they 
€aft uplines and aparapct fromonehill to the other. 
Thus they kept a firm communication between the 
two camps, which mutually defended e^ch other. 
In this commodious fituation they could ad as 
they thought proper, and give battle only when it 
was thought to their advantage to engage. Be- 
hind them was the fea, which furniflied them with 
all kinds of provlfions i and at twelve miles diftance, 
the ifland'of Thafos, which ferved them for a gene- 
ral magazin^e. /The triiimviri, oh the other hand^ 
were encamped onthe plain below, and wereoblig* 
«d to bring their provifions- from fifteen leagues 
diftance 5 fo that their fcheme and intereft was to ^ 
bring on a .battle as foon as they could. This they 
offered feveral times, drawing out their men from 
their camp, and provoking the enemy to engage. 
On the contrary, thefe contented* themfelves with 
drawing up their troops at the head of thdr eamps, 
but without defcending to the plain. This refolution 
of poftponing the battle, was all that the republican 
army had for it ^ and Caftkis, who was aware of his 
advantage, refolved to harrafs the enemy rather than 
engage them. But Brutus began to fufpeft the fide- 
lity of fome of his ofiicers, fo that he ufed all His in- 
fluence to perfuade Caflius to change his refolution. 
** I am impatient,'* faid he, '* to put an end to the 
** miferies of mankind, and in that I have hopes of 
•* fuccceding whether I fall or conqiicr." His wiihes 
I 4 vcrc 
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W€re fow grati&cd ; for Antony's foldiers Jiaying 
with great labour, made a road through the marfli 
which lay to the lejftof Gaflius'scamp, by that means 
opened a communication with the Iflarid of Thafos, 
which lay behind him. Both armies, in attempting 
to poffefs themfclves of this road, r^ifolved, at length, 
'ItO come to a general eogagement. This^ however, 
was contrary to the advice of Caflius, who declared, 
thathewasforccdi as Pompey had formerly been, to 
expofe the iibcrty of Rome to the hazard of a battle. 
The enfuing morning the two generals gave the fig- 
nal for engaging, ^nA conferred together a little 
while before the battle began, Caflius defired to 
knowihjow grwtus intended to aft in cafe they were 
unfucoefsful : to which the other replied, ** That 
** he had formerly, in his writings, condemned the 
'f death of C^to^ ) and maintained, that avoiding ca^ 
<< lamities by fuicid6,^as an infolent attempt againit 
^< Heaven that fient them \ but he had now altered 
'< his opinions, ^pd, having civen up his life to hi^ 
*^ country, he thought he had a right to his own 
** way 01 ending it j wherefore be was refolved to 
«* change a miferable being here, for a better herc- 
♦« after if fortune proved againft him/' Well (aid, 
** my friend,'* cried C^ffiuii embracing him, ** now 
** we may venture to face the enemy j for either we 
'* ihall be conquerors ourfelves, or we fhall have no 
•* caufe to fear tbofc that are fo." Auguftus being 
:6€k, the forces of the triuilaviri were commanded 
alone by Antony, who began the engagement by a 
vigorous attack upon the lines of Caflius. Brutus on 
theother fide, made a dreadful irruption on the 
army of Auguftijis j.andjlrpvc forward with fo much 
intrepidity, that he broke them upon the very firft 
charge. Upon this he penetrated as far as the camp, 
and cutting in pieces thofe who were left for its de- 
fence, his troops immediately began to plunder; but 
in the mean time the lines of Caflius were forced, 

and 
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and his cavalry put to flight. Thcjrewasnocfibrt that 
this unfortunate general did not life to makc'his in- 
fantry (land, flopping thofe that fled, andfeizing him- 
fclf the colours to rally them. But his own valour 
alone was not fufficient to infpire his timorous army ; 
wherefore, de)[pairing of fuccefs, he caufed himfelf 
to be flain by o3e of his freedmen/. Brutus was foon 
informed of th^ defeat of Caflius, and foon after of 
his death as he drew near the camp. He feeme'd 
fcarce able to reftrain the excefs of his grief for a 
man w^hom he called the laft of the Romans. 

But his firftcare, wheab'R became the folegcneral, 
was to affemblc the difperfed troops of Caflius, and 
animate them with frefti hopes of vidiory. As they 
had loft all they poflefled by the plundering of their 
camp, he promifed them two ihoufand denarii each 
man to make up their loflTes. Thi^once more infpifcd 
them with new ardour; they admired the liberality 
of their general, and with loud fhouts proclaimed 
his former intrepidity. Still, however, ne had not 
■ confidence fufficient to face the advcrfary, who of- 
fered him battle the enfuing day. His aim was to 
ftarve his enemies, who were in extreme want of 
provifions, their fleet having been lately defeated. 
But his fingle opinion was over- ruled by the reft of 
his army, who now grew every day more confident 
of their ftrength, and more arrogant ^o their new 
general. He was, therefore, at laft, after a refpitc 
of twenty days, obliged to comply with their folli- 
citations- to try the fate of the battle. Both armies 
being drawn out, they remained along while oppo- 
Cte to each other without offering to engage. But it 
is faid that he himfelf had loft much of his natural 
•ardour by having feen a fpeftre the night preceding ; 
however, he encouraged hjs men as much as pofTi- 
hie, aA4 gave thq fignal for another battle. He had, 
as ufitaif the advantage where he commanded in per- 
fon J bearing down the enemy at the head of his in- 
\* ^■•^. I 5 fantry, 
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fantry^and, fupnjj|arf by his cavalry, 
great flaughtcr»5ut the troops which 
1(0 CaiTius communicating their terroi 
the forces, at laft, the whole arftiy gav< 
furrounded by the moft valiant of his q 
for a long time with amazing ralgiw.: .The fdn of 
Cato fell fighting by his fide, as alfo the brt)ther of 
Caflius } fo that, at iaft, he was obliged to yield to 
neceflity, and fled. In the mean time the two trium- 
viri, now aflured of viftory, cxprefly ordered by no 
means to fuflFer the general to efcape, for fear he 
ihould renew the war. Thus the whole body .of the 
enemy feemed chiefly intent on Brutus alone, and 
his capture feemed inevitable. In this deplorable exi- 
gence, Lucilius, his friend, was refolved, by his own 
death, to eflFeft his general's delivery. UpoiKpcr- 
ceiving a body of Thracian horfe clofely purfuing 
Brutus^ and ]uft upon the point of taking him, he ' 
boldly threw himfelf in their way, telling them that 
he was Brutus. The Thracians, overjoyed with fo 
great a prize, immediately difpatched fome of their 
companions with the news of their fuccefs, to the 
army. Upon which, the ardour of the purfuit now 
abating, Antony marched out to meet his prifoner, 
and to haften his death, or infult his misfortunes. He 
was followed by a great number of officers and fol- 
diers,fome filently deploring the death of fo virtuous 
a man ; others reproaching that mean defire of life 
for which he contented to undergo captivity. An-* 
tony now feeing the Thracians approach, began to 
prepare himfeli for the interview; but the faithful 
Lucilius, advancing with a chearful air, " It is not 
" Brutus," faid he, *« that is taken; fortune has 
«* not yet had the power of committingjb great an 
•• outrage upon virtue. As f 
** fpent in prefcrving his hone 
«« deceived you." Antony, f 
fidelity^ pardoned him upox^ 
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that time forward loaded him with benefits, and 
honoured him with his friendfhip. 

In the mean time, Brutus, with afmall numberof 
fricndsypafled over a rivulet, and, night coming oh, 
(at down under a rock which concealed him from 
the purfuit of the enemy. After taking breath for a 
little time, and cafting his eyes up to Heaven, he re- 
peated a line from Euripides, containing a wifh to 
the gods, ** that guilt fhould not pafs in this life with- 
** out punifliment." To this he added another from 
the fame poet : " O Virtue ! thou empty name, I 
** have worlhipped thee as a real good, but thou art 
<* only the flav^ of Fortune." He then called to 
mind, with great tendeTnefs,thofe whom he had feen 
pcrifli in battle, and fent out one Statilius to give him. * 
fome information of thofe that remained; but he ne- 
ver returned, being killed by a party of the enemy^s 
horfc. Brutus, judging very rightly of his fate, now ~ 
refolved to die likewife, and fpoke to thofe who flood . 
round him to lend him their laft fad affiftance. None 
of them, however, would render him fo melancholy 
a fervice. He, therefore, called to one of his flaves to ^ 
perform what he fo ardently defired •, but Strato, his 
tutor, offered himfelf, crying out, " that it fliould 
** never be faid that Brutus, in his laft extremity, 
*^ ftood in need of a flave for want of a friend." 
Thus faying, and averting his head, he prefented 
the fword's point to Brutus, who threw himfelf 
upon it, and immediately expired.. 

From the moment of Brutus's death, the triumrtirT v 
began to adt as fovereigns, and to divide iheRon™^^^* 
dominions between them> as theirs by right of con-' 
queft. However tho' there were apparently three 
who participated all power, yet, in faft, only twd 
%rere actually pofleffed of it^ fince Lepidus was at firft > 
admitted merely to curb the mutual jealoufy of An- 
tony and Auguftus-, and was pofleffed neither of in- 
hered in the army, nor authority among the people ' 
H , ^ Their 
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Their firft care was to punifli thofe whom they had 
formerly marked for vengeance. HortenCus, Drufus, 
and QuintUius Varus, all men of the firft rank in the 
commonwealth,either killed themfelves or were (lain. 
A fenator and his fon were ordered to caft lots for their 
lives, but both refufed it; the father voluntarily gave 
himfelf up to the executioner, and the fon ftabbed 
himfelf before his face. Another begged to have thq 
rites of burial after his death ; to which Auguftus re- 
plied, << that he ihould find a grave in the vultures 
** that devoured him.** But chiefly the people la- 
mented to fee the head of Brutus fent to Rome to be 
thrown at the foot of Caefar's ftatue. His aflies, how- 
ever, were fent to his wife Porcia, Cato's daughter, , 
who, following the example of her hulband and fa- 
ther, killed herfelf by fwallowing burning coals. It is 
obferved, that of all thofe who had a hand in the 
'death of Csfar, not one died a natural ,dcath. 

The power of the triumviri being thus eftabliflied 
pon the fuin of the commonwealth, they now began 
to think of cnjoyi|ig that homage to which they had 
afpired. Antony went into Greece to receive the flat- 
tery of that refined people, and fpent fome time at 
Athens, converfing among the philofophers, and af- 
fifting at their difputes in fprJJon. From thence he 
pafled over into Afiji, where all the monarchs of the 
Eaft, who acknowledged the Roman power, cameta 
pay him their obedience ; while the faireft princeflTes 
ftroveto gain his favour by the greatnef^ of their prcr 
fents,or the allurements of theirbeauty. Inthis man- 
ner he proceeded from kingdom to kingdom, attended 
by a croud of fovereigns, exadling contributions, dif- 
tributing favours, and giving away crowns with ca- 
pricious infolence. He prefentedthe kingdom of Cap- 
padocia to Syfenes, in prejudice of Ariarathes, only * 
becaufe he .found pleafure in thebcauty of Glaphyra, , . 
the mother of the former. He fettled Herod in thf^jl|| 
kingdom of Judea, and fupported him agamft 6LV^jK^^ 
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oppofer. But among all the fovcreigns of the Eaft 
who (hared his favours, none had fo large a part as 
Cleopatra, the celebrated queen of Egypt. 

It happened that Serapion, her governor in the 
ifland of Cyprus, had formerly furni(hed fpmc fuc*^ 
cours to the confpirators ; and it was thought proper 
that he fhouid anfwer for his condu£): on that occa- 
lion. Accordingly, having received orders from An- 
tony to come and clear herfclf of this imputation of 
infidelity, Ihe readily complied, equally confcious of • 
the goodnefs of her caufe, and the power gf her beau- 
ty. She was now in her t wen ty-fe vent h year, and 
confequently had improved thofe allurements by art, 
which, in earlier age, are fcldom attended to. Her 
addrcfsand witwercftill further heightened, and,T^' 
there were fome women in Rome that were ^hcr 
equals in beauty, none could rival her in the charms 
of feducing converfation. Antony was now in Tar- 
fus, a city of Cilicia, when Cleopatra refolvcd to' 
attend his court in p^rfon. She failed to meet him 
dawn the river Cydnus, at the mouth of which the 
city (lood, with the moil fumptuous pageantry. Her 
galley was covered with gold, the faih of purple, 
Jarge, and floating in the wind. The oars, of filvcr, 
kept time to the found of flutes and cymbals. She 
heffelf lay reclined on a couch fpangled with ftars 
of gold, and with fuch ornaments as poets and 
painters had ufually afcribed to Venus. On each fide 
were boys like Cupids, who fanned her by turns ; 
while the mod beautiful nymphs dreft like Neriads 
and Graces, were placed at proper diftances around 
her. Upon the banks of the river were kept burn- 
ipg the mod exquifite perfumes, while an infinite 
inimber of people gazed upon the fight with a mbc- 
^ tare of delight and admiration. Antony was capti- 
vated with her beauty, and, leaving all his bufinefs 
fatisfy his paflion, ftiortly after followed her into 
pt. There he continued in all i:hat eafe and 
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foftnefs to which his vicious heart was prone, and 
which that luxurious people were able to fupply. 

While he remained thus idle in Egypt, Auguf- 
tus, avho took upon him to lead back the veteran 
troops and fettle them in Italy, was affiduoufly em* 
ployed in providing for their fubfiilencex He had 
promifbd them lands at home, as a recompence for 
their pad fer^ces ; but they could not receive their 
new grants without turning out the former inhabi- 
tants. In confe<|Uence of this, multitudes of wo- 
men, with children in their arms, whofe tender 
years and innocence excited univerfal compafiion, 
daily filled the temples and the ftreets with their 
diftrefles. Numbers of liu(bandmen and (hepherds 
came to deprecate the conqueror s intention, or to 
obtain an habitation in fome other part of the world. 
Amodg this number was Virgil, the poet, to whom 
Inankind owe more obligations, than to a thoufand 
conquerors, who, in an humble manner, begged 
permiffion to retain his patrimonial farm : "Virgil 
obtained his requefti but the reft of his country- 
men, of Mantua and Cremona were turned out 
without 4[nercy. 

Italy and Rome now felt the moft extreme mifc- 
ries 5 the infolent foldiers plundered at will ; while 
Sextus Porapey, being mafter of the fea, cut off all 
foreign communication, and prevented the people's 
receiving their ufual fupplies of corn. To thefe 
mifchiefs were added the commencement of another 
civil war. Fulvia, the wife of Antony, who had 
been left behind him at Rome, had felt for fome 
time all the rage of jealoufy, and refolved to try 
every method of bringing back her hufband from the 
arms of Cleopatra. She confidered. a breach with 
Auguftus, as the only probable means of rouzing 
him from his lethargy ; and, accordingly, with thi . 
afliftance of Lucius, her brother-in-law, who wji«!^ 
then conful, and entirely devoted to her intereft, ft«t' 
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began to fow the feeds of diflehtion. The pretext 
was, that Antony fhould have a (hare in the diftri- 
bution of lands as well as Augnftus. This produced 
negociations between them, and Auguflus ofFcFcd to 
make the veterans themfelves umpires in the difpute/ 
Lucius refufed to acquiefce ; and, being at the head 
of more than fix legions, mollly compofed of fuch 
as were difpoflefled, he refolved to compel AuguftH^ 
to accept of whatever terms he fhould offer. Thu» it 
new war was excited between Auguftus and Antony ; 
or, at Icaft, the generals of the latter affumed the 
fanflion of his name. Auguftus, however, was 
vidbrious: Lucius was hemmed in between two 
armies, and conftrained to retreat to Perufia, a city 
of Etruria, where he was clofely befieged by the op- 
|)orite party. He made many defperate fallies, and 
Fiilvia did all in her power to relieve him, but with- 
out fuccefs. He was at laft, therefore, reduced to 
fuch extremity, by famine, that he came out in per- 
fon, and delivered himfclf up to the mercy of the 
conqueror. Auguftus received him very honourably, 
and generoufly pardoned him and all his folio we rs, 

Antony having heard of his brother's overthrow, 
and his wife's being compelled to leave Italy, was 
refolved to oppofe Auguftus without delay. He ac- 
cordingly faUed, at the head of a confiderable fleet, 
from Alexandria to Tyre ; and from thence to Cy- 
prus and Rhodes, and had an interview witliFulvia, 
his wife, at Athens. He much blamed her for oc- 
caGoning the late difordersj teftified the utmoft con- 
tempt for her perfon ; and leaving her upon her 
death-bed, at Sycion, haftened into Italy to fight 
Auguftus. They both met at Brundufmm ; and it 
was now thSught that the flames ofa civil war 
were going to blaze out once more. The forces 
of Antony were numerous, but moftly new raifed 5 
however, he was affiftcd by Sextus Pompeius, who, 
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in thefe oppofitions of intere(l| was daily coming into 
power. Auguftus was at the head of thofc veterans, 
who had always been irrefiftible, but who feemed no 
way-difpofed to fight againft Antony, their former 
generaL A negociation was, therefore, propofed ; 
aiid, by the aftivity of Cocceius, a friend to both, a 
reconciliation was effe£led. AU offences and affronts 
were mutually forgiven ; and, to cement the union, 
a marriage was concluded between Antony and Oc- 
tavia, the fifter of AugUftus. A new divifion of the 
Roman empire was made between them ; Auguftus 
was to have the command of the Weft ; Antony of 
the £aft> while Lepidus was obliged to content lunv 
felf with the provinces in Africa. As for Sextus Pom- 
peius, he was permitted to retain all the iilands he 
nad already poflTefi'ed, together with Peloponnefus x 
he was alfo granted the privilege of demanding 
the confulftiip inhisabfence,)andofdifcharging that 
office by any of his friends. It was likcwife ftipulated 
to leave the feaopen, and pay the people what corn 
was due oqt of Sicily. Thus a general peace was con- 
cluded, ta the great fatisfaikion of the people, who 
now expe^ed a cefTation from all their calamities. 

This calm feemed to continue for fome time; An- 
tony led his forces againft the Parthians, over whom 
his lieutenant Ventidius had gained {JDme advan- 
tages. Auguftus drew the greateft part of his army 
into G%ul, where there were fome difturbances j 
and Pompey went to fecure his newly ceded province 
to his intereft. It was on this quarter that frefh mo- 
tives were given for renewing the war. Antony, 
who was obliged, by treaty, to quit Peloponnefus, 
refufed to evacuate it till Pompey had fatisfied h!m 
for fuch debts as were dfle to him from the inhabi- 
tants. This Pompey would by no means comply 
with, but immediately fitted out a new fleet, a|^4 
renewed his former enterprizes, by cutting off fuch 
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com and provifiona as were configned to ItaJy. 
Thus the grievances of thje poor were again re- 
newed J and the people began to complain, that 
inftead of three tyrants, they were now opprefled 
by four. 

In this exigence Auguftus, who had long medi- 
tated the heft means of diminishing the number, re- 
folved to begin by getting rid of Pompey, who kept 
the ftate in continual alarms. He was matter of two 
fleets ; one, which he had caufed to be built at Ra- 
venna ; and another which Menodorus, who revolt- 
ed from Pompey, brought to his aid. His firft at- 
tempt was to invade Sicily 5 but being overpowered 
in his paflage by Pompey, and afterwards (battered 
in a ftorm, he was obliged to defer his defigns to thfi 
enfuing year. During this interval he was rein- 
forccA by a noble fleet of one hundred and twenty 
flup«, given him by Amony, with which he refolv- 
edoncc raouc to invade Sicily on three feveral quar- 
ters. But fortune feemed dill determined to oppofe 
liim. He was^a fecond time difabled and fh^ttere^ 
by a dot raj which fo raifcd the vanity of Pompey, 
that he began to ftyle himfclf the fon of Ncptunq, 
However, Augufl:u8 was not to be intimidated by 
any difgraces; for, having ihortly refitted his navy, 
and recruited his forces, he gave th^ command of 
both to Agrippa, his faithful mend and aflbciate in 
war. Agrippa proved himfclf worthy of the truft 
repofed in him j he began his operations by a vifliory 
over Pompey ; and, though he was (hortly after 
worfted himlelf, he foon after cave his adverfary a 
complete and fin J overthrow. Thus undone, Pom- 
pey refolved to fly to Antoay, from whom heexpeft- 
cd refuge, as he had formerly obliged that triumvir 
by giving proteftion to his mother^ However, a 
gleam of hope offering, he tried, <ince more, at the 
head of a fmall body of men, to make himlelf inde-^ 
.pendent, and even furprifed Antony's lieutenants, 
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who had been fcnt to accept of his fubmifllons. 
.Neverthclefsi he was at laft abandoned by hi^ foU 
dicrs, and delivered up to Titus, Antony's lieutenant^ 
who (borrty after cai^d him to be flain. 

The death of this general removed one very po«^ 
crfu> obftlacle to the ambition^ of Auguftus, and be 
refolded to take the earlieft oppprtwiity to get rill 
of therelV of his aflbciat^s. 

An offence foon after this was fumiAed by Lepi- 
dus, that ferved as a fufficient pretext -to Auguftus 
for depriving him of his (hare in' the triumvirate. 
Being at the head of twenty-two legions, with a 
ftrong body of cavalry, he idly fuppofedthat his 
prefent power was more than an equivalent to the po^ 
pularity of Auguftus. He,. therefore, refolved upon 
adding Sicily, where he then was, to his province^ 
pretending a right, as having fitft^nvaded it. Au- 
guftus fent to expoftulate upon thefe proceedings i 
but Lepidus fiercely replied, " That he was^ieteiw 
«* mined to have his (hare in the adminiftration^ 
•* and would no longer fubmit to let one alone pot 
•* fefs all the authority*^* Auguftus was previouiljr 
informed of the difpofition of Lepidus's foldiers; for 
iic had, by his fecret intrigues and largeffcs, entire- 
ly attached them to himfelf. Wherefore, without 
fartherdelayj-hc, with great boldnefs, went alone to 
the camp of Lepidus, and with no other af&ftance 
than his private bounties, and the authority he had 

fainedbyhis former viftories, he depofed nis rival, 
.epidns was deprived of all his former authority, and 
banifhed to Circapum, where he continued the reft 
of his life, defpifed by his friends, and to all a- me- 
lancholy objeil of Wafted ambition. 

There remained ir .v but one obftacle to his am- 
bition, which was Antony, whom he refolved to re- 
move, and for that purpofe began to render his cha- 
rafter as contemptible as he poffibly could at Rome. 
In ha, Antony's condudt did nO( a little contri- 
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bute to promote the endeavours of his ambitious 
partner* He had marched agatnft the Parthians with 
a prodigious army, but was forced to return with the 
lofs of the fourth part of his forces, and all his bag- 
gage. However, Antony feeme^^Uite regardlefs of 
^contempt*: alive only ro' pleafure, and, totally difre- 
'garding the bufinefs of the ftate, he tpent whole 
days and nights in the company of Cleopatra, who 
ftudied every art to encreafe his paffion, aM vary 
his entertainments. Few women have been fo r*v,uch 
celebrated for the art of giving novelty to pleafiiYe, 
and making trifles important :. ftill ingenious in filU 
ing up the languid paufcs of fenfual delight with 
fomc new ftrokc of refinement, fhe was at one time 
a queen ; then a Bacchana), and fometimes an hun- 
trefs. She invented a fociety calfeH, The Inimitable^ 
and thofe of the court who made the moft fumptu- 
ous entertainments, carried away the prize. Not 
'cohtented with (baring, in her company, all the de- 
lights whicVEgypt couldaflbrd, Antony wasrefolved 
to enlarge his fphere of luxury, bygranting^her many 
of tbofe kingdoms which belonged to the Roman 
empire. He gave her all Phoenicia, Celo-Syria, and 
Cyprus, with a great part of Cilicia, Arabia, and 
Judca ; gifts which he had no right to beftow, but 
which he had pretended to grant in imitation of 
Hercules. This complication of vice and folly at 
laft totally exafperated the Romans, and Auguftus, 
willing to take thcLadvantage of their rcfentment, 
took care to exaggerate all his defe£ks. At length, 
when he found the people fufficiently irritated 
againft him, he refohred to fend 0£la via, who waij 
then at Rome, to Antony, as if with a view of re- 
claiming her hufband; but, in fa£^, to furniih a 
fufficient pretext of declaring war againft him, as 
he knew (he would be difmiffed with contempt. 

Antony was iu>w at the city of LeucopoHs, revel- 
ling with his infidious paramour, when he heard 
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that Oftavia waaat Athens, upon her journey to vifit^ 
him* This was very unwelcome news as well to him^ 
as to Cleopatra ; who, fearing the charms of her ri- 
val, endeavoured to convince Antony-of the ftrength 
of her paffion by her fighs, languiftiing looks, and 
well-feigned pelancboly. He frequently- caught her 
in tears^ which (he feemed as if willing to hide; and- 
often entreated her to tell him the caufe, which fhc 
feemed willing to fuppref«. Thefe artifices, together 
with the ceafelefs flattery, and importunity of her 
creatures, prevailed fo much ^upon Antojiy's weak- 
nefs^ that he commanded Oftavia to return home, 
without feeing her ; and ftill more to eiafpcrate the 
people of Rome, he refolved to repudiate her, and 
take Cleopatra as his wife. He accordingly aflem- 
tlcd the people of Alexandria in the public theatre^ 
v^here was raifed an alcove of Clvcr, under which 
were placed two thrones of goLd^ one for himfcif 
^ad the other for Cleopatra. There^ he, fcated him- 
felf, dreft like Bacchust while Cleopatfa fat hefide 
him, cioathed in the ornaments and attributes of I6a> 
the principal deity of the Egyptians. On that occ|a- 
fion he declared her ^eenoTdll^tvecbuntries^i^hic^' 
he had already be do wed upon nerj while he aSbci- 
ated C»fario^ her fon by Caefar, as her pafrtner in 
the government. To the two children which he had 
by her himfelf, he gave the title t>f king of kings, 
with very extenfive dominixjns : and, to crown his 
abfurcjities, he next fent a minute account of his pro- 
ceedings to the two confuls at Rome. 

In the mean time Auguftus had now a fufficienjt 
pretext for declaring war, arid informed the fenate of 
his intention^. However, he deferred the execu- 
tion of his defi^^ for a while, being then employed 
in quelling an iirfurreflion of the Illyrians. The 
following year was chiefly taken up in preparations 
againft Antony, who, perceiving his defign, remon- 
ftratcd to the fenate, that he had many caufes pf 
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.complaint againft ,his colleague, who had feizcd * 
<iipon Sicily without aiFording him a (hare : alledg- 
ing that he had alfo difpofrefled Lepidus, and kept to 
himfelf the province tie had commandeE; and that 
be had divided all Italy among his own foldiers, 
leaving nothing to' recompenfe thole in Afia, To 
this complaint Auguftus was contented to ihake a 
.farcadic anfwer, implying, that it was abfur^d to 
complaiii of his diftribution of a few trifling diftrifts 
ip Italy 5 when, Antony having conquered Parthia, 
•Ji'e might now reward his foldiers with cities and 
provinces, fhis farcafm provoked him to fend his 
army, without intermilfion, into Europe, to meet 
Auguftus^ while he and Cleopatra followed to Sa- 
inos, in order to prepare for carrying on the war 
with vigour. When arrived there, it was ridiculous 
enough to behold the odd mixt^ire of preparations 
for pleafure and for war. On one fide, all the kings 
and prin<:es from Egypt to the Euxine fea^ had' 
orders to fend him fupplies both of men, provifions, 
and arms ; on the other fide, all the comedians, 
dancers, buffoons, and muficians of Greece, were 
•ordered^ k> attend him* 

This delay at Samos, akd afterwards at Athens, . 
where he carried Cleopatra, to receive new honours, 
was extremely favourable to the arms' of Auguftus, 
who was, at firft, fcarcely in a difpofition to oppofe 
him^ had he goni into Italy ; but he foon found 
time top^ifeliimfelf in a condition for carrying on the 
war; and, ihortly after, declared it againft him in 
form. At length both fides found themfelves in 
readinefs to begin the war, and their armies were 
anfwcrable to the empire they contended for. The 
one was followed by all the forces of the Eaft 9 the 
other drew all the ftrength of the Weft to fupport 
his pretenfions. Antony's force compofed a body of 
an hundred thoufand foot, and twelve thpufand horfe; 
while his fleet amounted to five hundred (hips of war. 

^ The 
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The army of Auguftus muftered but eighty thou- 
fand foot, but equalled his adverfary's in the num- 
ber of cavalry : his fleet was but half as numerous 
as Antony's j however, his (hips were better built, 
and manned with better foldiers. 

The great decifive engagement, which was a na- 
val one, was fought near ASium, a city of Epirus, 
at the entrance of the gulph of Ambracia. Antony 
ranged his fhips before the mouth of the gulph ; and 
Auguftus drew up his fleet in oppofition. Neither , 
general aflumed any fixed Ration to command in, tint 
went about from fhip to Ihip, wherever his prefencc 
was neceflary. In the mean time, the two land ar- 
mies, on oppofite fides of the gulph, were drawn 
up, only as fpeftators of the engagement ; and en- 
couraged the fleets, by their (houtf, to engage. The 
battle began, on both fid^s, with great ardour ; and 
after a manner not prafUfed on former occafions. 
The prows of their veflels were armed with brazen 
points ; and with thefe they drove furioufly againfl 
each other. They fought for fome time witK great 
fury, nor was there any advantage on either fide, 
except a fmall appearance of diforder in the centre 
of Antony's fleet. But all of a fudden, Cleopatra de- 
termined the fortune of the day. She was feen fly- 
ing from the engagement, attended by fixty fail ; 
ftruck, perhaps, with the terrors natural to her fex : 
but what encreafed the general amazement, was, to 
behold Antony himfelf following foon after, leaving 
his fleet at the mercy of the conquerors ; and the 
army at land foon after followed their example. 

When Cleopatra fled, Antony purfued her in a 
five-oared galley J and, coming along fide of her 
fhip, entered it without feeing or being feen by 
her. She was in the flern, and he went to the 
prow, where he remained for fome time filent, hold- 
ing his head between his hands. In this manner he 
continued three whole days, during which, either* 
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thro* indignationvor fhame, he neither faw nor fpoke 
toCleopatra. At laft, when they were arrived at. the 
proaiontory of Tenarus, the .queen's female attcn-* 
dants recondled them, and every thing went on s» 
before. Still, however, lie bad .the confolation to 
fuppofe his army xontinued.faithful to him ; and ac- 
<K>Fdingly difpatched orders, to his. lieutenant Cani* 
dius, to conduft it into Afia. However, he was fooa 
undeceived when he arrived in Africa, wbere he was 
informed of their fubmifiion to his rivaL This ac- 
count fo ^ranfpoxted him with rage, that^he was 
Jiar^y prevented from killing himfelr j but at lengtHf 
at the entreaty of his friendsvhe returned to Alexan- 
dria. Cleopatra, however, feemcd to retain that for- 
titude in her misfortunes, which had utterly aban- 
doned her admiren Having amafled confiderablc 
riches, by means of confifcation^ and other a£is of 
violence, (he formed a very fingular and unheard of 
projeft : this was to convey her whole fleet over the 
iftbfnus of Suez.into the Red Sea, and thereby fave 
herfclfin another region, beyond the reach of Rome, 
with all her trcafures. Some of her Veflels were ac- 
tudly tranfported thither, purfuant to her orders ^ 
but'the Arabians having burnt them, and Antony 
diffuading her from the defign, fhe abandoned ^ 
for the more improbable fcheme of defending Egypt 
againit the conqueror. She omitted nothii^g in her 
power to put this advice in practice, and made all 
kinds of preparations for war j at leaft hoping there- 
by to obtain better terms from Auguftus. In faft, (he 
had always loved Antony's fortunes rather than hisr 
perfon; and if (lie could have fallen upon any me-Ji 
thodof faving.herfclf, though even at bis c:x pence,* ^ 
there is no doubt but (he would have embraced it 
with gladnefs. JShe even i^ill had fome hopes 
from the power ofr her charms, though (he was 
arrived almoft at the age of^forty ; and was defirous 
of trying upon Auguftus, thofc arts which had 
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been fo fuccefsfal with the grcatcft men of Rome. 
Thu% in three embailiesy which were fent one after 
mother, from Antony to Auguftus in Ada, the 
queen had always her feoret avgents, charged with 
particular propofals in her name. Antony defired 
ad more than that his life might be fpared, and to 
have the liberty of paffing the remainder of his days 
in oblcurity. To thofe propofals Auguftus made 
no reply. Cleopatra fent him alfo public propofals 
in favour of her children; but at the fame time 
privately refigned him her crown^ with all the en- 
figns of royalty. To the cjueen's public propof«l^ 
no anfwer was given : to her private ofier he repl»» 
ed, by giving her afTurances of his favour, in cafe 
(he fent away Antony, or put him to death. Thefe 
negociations were not fo private but they came to 
the knowledge of Antony, whofe jealoufy and rage 
every occurrence now contributed to heighten. He 
built a fmall folitary houfe upon a mole in the fea^ 
and there (hut himfelf up, a prey to all thofe paffi- 
ons that are the tormentors of unfuccefsful tyranny^ 
There he paffed his time, flmnning all commerce 
with mankind, and profefling to imitate Timon the 
man-hater. However, his furious jealoUfy drove " 
film even from this retreat into fociety j for, heart- 
ing that Cleopatra had many fecret conferences 
with one Thyrfus, an cmiiTary from Auguftus, he ' 
fei56c4 upon him, and having ordered him to be 
cruelly fcourgcd, he fent him back to his patron. 
At the fame time he fent letters by him, import- 
ing, that he had chaftized Thyrfus for infulting a 
man in misfortunes ; but withal he gave Auguftus 
permiffion to avenge himfelf, by fcourging, Hi- 
parchus, Antony's freedman, in the fame man- 
ner. The revenge, in this cafe, would have been 
highly pleafing to Antony, as Hiparchus had kft 
him, to join the fortunes of his more fuccefsful 
rival. 

Meanwhil c 
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Meanwhile, the operations of the war were car- 
ried vigoroufly forward, and Egypt foon after be* 
came again the theatre of the contending armies of 
Rome. Gallus, the lieutenant of Auguftus, took 
Paretonium, which opened the whole country to 
his incurfions. On the other fide, Antony, who had 
ftill confiderable forces by fea and land, wanted to 
take that important place from the enemy* He, 
therefore, marched towards it, flattering himfelf, 
that, as foon as he (hould fliew himfelf to the le- 
gioBs which he ha-d once commanded, the^ aflFeftion 
for their ancient general would revive. He ap- 
proached, therefore, and exhorted them to remem- 
ber their former vows of fidelity. Gallus, however, 
ordered all the trumpets to found, in order to hinder 
Antony from being heard, fo that he was obliged to 
retire. 

Auguflus himfelf was in the mean time advancing 
with another army before Pelufium, which,^ by its 
ftrong fituaCion might have retarded his progrefs 
for forae time. But the governor of the city, either 
wanting courage to defend it, or previoufly inftruS- 
ed by Cleopatra to give it up, permitted him to take 
pofleilion of the* place; fo that Auguftus had now 
no obftacle in bis way to Alexandria, whither he 
marched with all expedition. Antony, upon his ar- 
rival, failed out to oppofe him, fighting with great 
•defperation, and pitting the enemy's cavalry td 
flight. This flight advantage once more revived 
his declining hopes ; and being naturally vain, he re- 
entered Alexandria in triumph. Then going, ail 
armed as he was, to the palace, he embraced Cleo- 
patra, and prefcnte^d her a foldier who had diftin- 
guiOied himfelf in the taitc engagement. The queen 
rewarded hioi very magnificently; prefenting him 
with an head-piece and breaft-platc ofgoM. With 
thcfe, however, the foldier went off the noxt night 
to the other army ; prudently refolving tp iScure hit * 
' K riches. 
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riches, by keeping on the ftrongeft fide, Antony 
could not bear this defection without freih indigna- 
tion ; he refolved, therefore, to make a bold expiring 
effort by fea and land, but previoufly offered to 
fight bis adverfgry in fingle combat. Auguftus too 
wellinew the inequ^y of ^heir fituations, to com- 
j)ly with ^his forlorn offer; he only, therefore, cool- 
ly replied, that Antony had ways enough to die be- 
iides by fingle combat. 

The day after, he polled the few troops he had 
remaiting, upon a rifing ground near the city ; from 
whence he fent orders to his galiiesio engage the 
enemy. There he waited to.be a fpeftator of the 
Qombat; and, atfir(l,,he had the GctisfaSion to fee 
them advance in good order; but his approbation 
was foon turned into rage, when he faw his ihlps on- 
ly fainting thofc of Auguftus, and both fleets uniting 
together, and failing back into the harbour. At 
the very fame time his cavalry deferted him. :Hc 
tried, howct^cr, to Jead on his infantry, which were 
eafily vanquifhed; and he himfelf compelled to re^ 
turn into the town. His anger was now ungovern- 
able ; he could not help crying out aloud as he paft, 
that he was betrayed by Cleopatra, and delivered by 
her to thofe who, for her fake aJone, were his ene- 
mies. In tbefefufpicions he was not deceived, for it 
was by fecret orders from the queen that the fleet 
had paft.over to the enemy. 

;Cleopatra had, for a long while, dreaded the effeds 
of Antoily's jealoufy ; and had* fometime before, 
prepared a method qi obviating any. fudden faliies 
It might produce. Near the temple of Ifis, (he had 
erefted a building, which was fecmingly defigned 
for a fepulchfe. Hither (he r«<noved all her treafure, 
and mod valuable effeSs, covering them over with 
torches, faggots, and other combuftible matter. This 
fepulchre (he defigned to anfwer a double purpofe; 
ju^wejl \o ftreen .her .from the fudden rc;fentments 
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of Antony, as to make Auguftus believe that (he 
would burn aU her treafures, in cafe he refjifed her 
proper terms of capitulation. Here, ther^ore, ihe 
retired from Antony's prefent fury ; fliuiting the 
gates, which were fortified with bolts ana bars of 
iron: but in the mean time, gave orders, tRat a re- 
port (hould be fpread of her death, whjirh news 
foon reached Antony, and recalled all his former 
love and tendernefs. This poor wretch ws now 
a being fubjeO: to the guftof every paflion, j^d each 
of them in extreme. He now lamjsnted hpv death 
with the fame violence he had but a^ few^ minutes 
before feemed to defire it. *' Wretched maq," cried 
he to himfelf, " what is there now worth li^ying for ; 
"fince all that could footh or foften my' cares is 
** departed! O Cleopatra," continued he, being 
got to his chamber, ** our feparation does not fo 
** much affli6l me, as the difgrace I fuffer, in per- 
**.mittinga woman to inftruQ: me in the ways of 
** dying." He called one pf his freedmen, named 
Eros, whom, he had engaged by oath to kill him, 
whenever fortune ihould drive him to this lafl re- 
fouhce. Eros being commanded to perform his pro- 
>mife, this faithful follower, diew the fword, as if go- 
ing to execute his orders; but turning his face, 
plunged it into his own bofom, and died at his maf- 
ter's feet. Antony, for a while hung over hfs faith- 
ful fervant, and Commending his fidelity, iook up 
the fword, with which, ftabbing himfelf in the belly, 
^he fell backward upon a little couch. Though the 
wound was mortal, yet the blood flopping, he reco- 
vered his fpirits, and earneftly conjured ihofe who 
were come into the room, to put an end to his life ; 
but they ail fled, being feized with fright and horror. 
He, therefore, continued in this manner for fome 
time, ftill crying out and writhing with pain, till he 
was informed by one of the queen's fecreiaries that 
&is mfftrefs was ftill alive. He then earneftly^ de- 
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iircd td.be carried to the place where flie was. They 
.accordingly .brought him to the gate of the fepul- 
chrc; liut Cleopatra, who would not permit it to 
be opened, appeared at the window, and threw 
<lown c(irds, with which, with fome diiBculty, they 
pulled him up. They gently laid him on a couch^ 
where ibe gave way to her forrow, tearing her 
cloaths^ beating her breafl;, and kiffing the wound 
dof which he was dying. Antony entreated her to 
moderate the tranfports of her grief, afked for wine, 
-and exhorting her not to lament for his misfortunes, 
but to congratulate him upon iiis foroncr felicity, to 
<confiddr him as one who had lived the moft power- 
ful of men, and laft died by the hand of a Roman. 
Juft as he had done fpeaking he expired, and Pro- 
cuius made his appearance by command of Aiiguf- 
tus, who had been informed of Antony's defperate 
.conduQ:. He was fent to try all meansof getting 
Cleopatra in his power. Auguftus baring a double 
/motive for his folicitude on this occafton ; one, to 
prevent her deftroying^the treafuresihe had taken 
•with herrintothe tomb 5 the other, to preferve her 
|>erfon, as an ornament to grace his triumph. Cleo- 
patra, however, was upon her guard, and would 
Dot confer with Proculus, except through the gate, 
-which was very well fecured. In the mean time, 
Crallus, one of Auguftus's foldiers, entered with two 
more by the window at which Antony had been 
drawn up ; upon which, -Cleopatra, perceiving what 
iyappened, drew a poniard, and attempted to fl:ab 
.hcrfelf, but was prevented. ' 

Auguflus was extremely pleafed at finding her in^ 
his power : he fent JEpaphroditus to bring her to fiis , 
palace, and w^atch her with the utmoft circumfpec- 
tion. He was likewife ordered to ufe her, in every 
refpeft, with that deference and fubnjiffion which 
were due to her rank ; and to do every thing in his 
|)ower to render her captivity agreeable. She was 

. permitted 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



EMPIRE OF ROME. 197 

permitted to have the honour of granting Antony 
the rites of burial ; and furnirfied with every thingr 
(he deiired, that was becoming his dignity to receive, 
or her love to offer. Yet ftill (he languiftied under 
her new confinement ; hor excefSve forrow, her 
many Ioffes,and the blows (he had given her bofom, 
produced a fever which flie feemcd willing to en- 
crcafe. She refolved to abftain from taking any 
jnouriihment, under the pretence of a regimen ne- 
ceffary for her diforder ; but Anguftus, being made 
acquainted with the ^real motive, by her phyfician, 
began to threaten her^ with regard to her children^, 
in cafe {he perfifted. 

In the mean time, Auguflus made his entry Into 
Alexandria ; taking care to mitigate the fears of the 
inhabitants, by converfing familiarly as he went 
along, with Afeus, a ph^ofopher, and a native of 
the place. The citizens, however, trembled at his 
apptroach; and when he placed himfelf upon the tri- 
bunal, they proftrated thcnifelves, with their faces to 
ttie ground, before him, like- criminals who waited 
the fentence of their execution, Auguftus preftntly 
ordered them to rife,^ telling them, that three mo- 
tives in<kiced him to pardo/n them. His refped foi* 
Alexander, who was the founder of their city; his 
admiration of its beauty ; and his friendfliip for Arcus, 
their fellow-citizea. Two only of particular note 
were put to death upon this occafion; Antony's 
eldeft fbn Antyllus, and Caefario, the^ fon of Julius 
Csefar, both betrayed into his hands by their re- 
fpedive tutors, who themfelves fuffered for their per- 
fidy (hortly after. As for the reft of Cleopatra's chil- 
dren, he treated them with great gentlenefs, leaving 
them to the care of thofe who were intfufted with 
their education, who had orders to provide them 
with every^ thing fuitable to their birth. As for 
her, when fhe was recovefed from he late indifpo- 
filion,.he came to vifit her in perfon \ fhe received 
K 3 .him 
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him lying on a couch, in a carelefs manner^ and 
upon his entering the apartment, rofe up to pro- 
ftrateTierfeJf before him. She was dreft in rioihtng 
but a loofe robe. Her misfortunes had given an 
air of feyerity to her features ; her hair was difhe- 
velled, her voiee trembling, her complexion pafe, 
and her eyes red with weeping. Yet, ftill her natu- 
ral beauty feemed to gleam through the diftreffes 
that furrouaded her ; and the graces of her motion^ 
and the alluring foftnefs of her teoks, ftill bore tefti- 
mony to the former power of her charms. Auguftu» 
raifed her with his ufiial complaifance, anddeiiring 
her to fit, placed himfelf befide her. Cleopatra had 
been prepared for this interview, and made ufe of 
every method (he couW think of,^ to propitiate the 
conqueror. She tried apologies, entreaties and al- 
lurements, to obtain his favoiir, and foften his re- 
fentment. She began by attempting to juftify her 
condud ; but when her art and (kili failed againft 
manifeft proofs, (he turned her cfefence into fuppli- 
cations. She talked of Caefar's humanity to thofe in 
diftrefi; flie read (bme of his letters to her, full of 
tendernefs, and enlarged upon the long intimacy 
that had paft between them. ** But of what fervice,'* 
cried (he, " are now all his benefits to me I Why 
** could I ftot die with him I Yet he ftill lives, me- 
•* thinks I fee hiai ftiM before me, he revives in you." 
Auguflus was no ftranger to this method of addrefs, 
but he remained firm againft all^ttacks, anfwering 
always with a cold indifference, which obliged her 
to give her attempts a different turn. She now ad- 
dreft his avarice, prefenting him with an inventory 
of her treafure an^ jewels. This gave occafion to 
a very (ingular fcene, which (hews that the little 
decorums of breeding were then, by no means, fo 
carefully attended to as at prefent. One of her 
ftewards having alledged that the inventory was de- 
fcftive, and that flie had fecreted a part pf her eSc&s^ 
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fhe fell into a violent paffion, flarted from her couch', 
and catching^ him by the hair> gave him feveral 
blows on theTace. Aoguftus fmiled at her indigna- 
tion, and leading her to^he cotrch, defined her to be 
pacified. To this (he replied, that fhe could not 
bear being infiiltcd in the prefence of one whom fhe 
fo highly efleemed. ** And fuppofing," cried fhe, 
•• that I have fecreted a few trifles, am I to blartie^ 
** when they are referved, not for myfelf, but Tor Li-* 
*^ via and Oftavia,whom I hop6 to make my inter- 
** ceflTors with you?** Thisexcufe, which intimated 
a defire of fiving, was not difagreeable to Auguflus, 
who politely affured her, that fhe was at fiberty ta 
keep whatever fhe had referved, and that in every 
thing (he Ihould be indulged to the height of her ex- 
peQations. He then took leave, and departed; 
imagining he had reconciled her to life, and to the 
indignity of being fhewn in the intended triumph, 
"which he was preparing for his return to Rome: but 
in this he was deceived. Cleopatra, all this time, 
had kept a correfpondence with Doiabella, a young 
Roman of high birth, in the camp of Auguflus; 
who, perhaps from compaflion, or flronger motives, 
was interefted in her misfortunes : by him fhe was 
fecretly in/ormed, that Auguftus determined to fend 
her off in three days, together with her children, to 
Rome, to grace his triumphant entry. She now, 
therefore, determined upon dying; fhe now threw 
herfclf upon Antony's coffin, bewailed her captivity, 
and renewed her proteflations not- to furvive him. 
Having bathed, and ordered a fumptuous banquet, 
fhe attired herfelf inthe mofl fplendid manner. She 
then feafled, as ufual ; and fbon after ordered all but 
her two attendants, Charrnion and Iras, to leave the 
room. Then, having previoufly 9rdered an afp to 
be fecretly conveyed to her in a bafket of fruit, fhe 
fent a letter to Auguflus, informing him of her fata! 
purpofe, and defirin^ to be buried in the fame tomb 
• K 4 with 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



/ 



• 



aco THE HISTORY OF THE 

with Antony. Auguflus, upon receiving the letter^ 
inftantly difpatched meflengers to flop her intenti- 
ons, but they arrived too late. Upon entering the 
chamber, they beheld Cleopatra lying dead upon a 
gilded couch, arrayed in her royal robes. Near 
her, Iras, one of her faithful attendants, was ftretch- 
ed lifelefs at the feet of her miftrefs ; and Cl\armion„ 
herfelf, almoft expiring, was fettling the diadem up- 
on Cleopatra's head. ^*Alas!" cried one of the 
meffengers, ** was this well dorie, Charmion ?" 
^* Yes," replied fhe, " it is well done ; fuch a death 
** becomes a glorious queen defcended from a race 
«* of noble anceftors.*^ On pronouncing thefe words 
(he fell down, and died with her much loved mif* 
trefi. 

CHAP. XXII. 

From the beginning of the reign of Auguflus, to the 
death of DomitiaRjthe laft of the twelve Cvdfars, 

j |lY the death of Antonyi Au^ftus was now be- 
come mafler of the Roman Empire. He foon after 
returned to Rome in triumph ; where, by fumpta* 
ous feafls^ and magnificent (hows, he began to obli- 
terate the impreffions of his former cruelty; and 
from thencefdrward, refolvcd to fecure by his cle- 
mency, a throne, the foundations of which were laid 
in blood. He was now at the head of the moft ex- 
tcnfive empire that mankind had ever concurred in 
obeying. The former fpirit of the Romans, and 
thofe charaderiftic marks that diftin^uiflied them 
from others, were totally loft. Th<5 city was now 
inhabited by a concourfe Jrom all the countries of 
the world ; and being coRfequently divqfted of all 
juft patriotic principles, perhaps a nionarchy ^as the 
beft form of government that could be found to unite 
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its members. However, it Is very remarkable, that 
during thefe long contentions among themfelves, 
and thofe horrid devaftations by civil war, the (late 
was daily growing more formidable and powerful, 
and completed the deftruSion of ^U the kings who 
prefumed to oppofe it. 

His firft care wa$ to aflbre himfelf of the friends 
of Antony: to which end he publicly reported that 
he had burnt all Antony's letters And papers, without 
reading, convinced that, while any thought then^ 
felves (ufpeftedj/they would be fearful df even offer- 
ing him their friendfhip. • 

As he had gained the kingdom by his army, (q 
alfo he refolved to govern it by the fenate. This 
body, though greatly fallen frorn their ancient fplen* 
dor, he knew to be the bed ordered, and mod capa- 
ble of wifdpm and juf^ic^. 'To thefe, therefore, he 
gave the chief power i^ th^ adminiftratfon of his go- 
vernment, while he ftill kept the people and the army- 
ftedfaft to him by donatives, and aSs of favour. By 
thefe means all the odium of juftice fell upon the fe- 
nate, and all the popularity of pard6n was fblely hii 
own. Thus refloriftg to the fenate their ancient 
fplendor, and difcountenancing all corruption, he 
pretended to referve to himfelf a v^ry moderate fliare 
of authority, which none could refufe him; namely, 
an abfojute poVer to compel all ranks of the ftate to* 
do their duty. This, in faS, was referving abfolute 
dominion in his own hands ; but the mifguided peo- 
ple began to bok upon his moderation with aftonifli- 
mentt they confidered themfelves as reftored to 
their former freedom, except in the capacity of pro- 
moting fedition; and the fenate fuppofed their pow- 
er re-eftabhfhed in ^1 things but rheir tendency to 
itijuftice. It was even faid that the Romans, by 
fuch a government, loft nothing of the happinefs that 
liberty could produce; and were exempt from all the 
misfortunes it could occafiom This x)bfervation 
K5 might 
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might have fome truth under fuch a monarch as 
Auguftus now appeared ^o be^; but they were taught 
to change their fentiments under his fucceflbrs, 
when they found themfelves affli6led with aH the 
punifhments that tyranny could infliS, or fedition 
fnake neceffary. 

After having eftablifhed this admirable order, 
Auguftus found himfelf agitated by different incli- 
nations ;' and* confidered a long time whether he 
ihould keep the empire, or reftore the people to 
their ancient liberty. But he adopted the advice of 
Maecenas, who defired him to continue in power, 
•and was afterwards fwayed by him,, hot only in this 
inftance, but on every other occafion. By the in- 
flruSions of that minifter, he became gentle, affa- 
ble, and humane. By his advice it was that he en- 
couraged men of learning, and gave them much ef 
his time and his friend/hip. They in their turn re- 
lieved his moft anxious hours, and circulated his 
praifes through the empire* 

Thus having given peace and happinefi to the 
tmpire, ami being convinced of the attachment of 
all the orders of the ftate to his perfon, h^ refolved? 
tipon imprefling the people with' an idea of his mag- 
nanimity alfo. This was nothing- lefs than making 
a (hew of refigning his authority ; wherefore, having . 
previoufly inftruSed his creatures in the fenate how 
to aft, he addreffed them in a ftudied fpeech, im- 
porting the difficulty of governing fo extenfive an 
empire: a talk, which, he faid, none but the im* 
mortal gods were equal to. He modeftly urged ^his^ 
own inability, though impelled by every motive to 
undertake it ; and then, with a degree^ of /eeming 
generofity, freely gave up all that power, which, as 
he obferved, his arms had gained, and the fenate 
had confirmed. This power he repeatedly offered 
to reftore, giving them to underftand that the true 
%iritof the Romans was not loft in him. This 
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fpeech operated upon the fen ate varioufly, as they 
were more or lefs in the fecret; man]j believed the 
fincerity of his profeflions, and therefore, regarded 
his conduQ: as an aft of ij;iequllled heroifm by any 
thing that had hitherto appeared in Rome; others, 
equally ignorant of his motivjcs, diftrufted his defigns. 
Some there were who, having greatly fufFered dur- 
ing the late popular commotions, were fearful of 
having them renewed; but the majority, who were 
entirely devoted fo his interefls, and inftruSed by 
his minifters, frequently attempted to interrupt him 
while fpeaking, and received his propofal with pre- 
tended, indignation. Thefe unanimoufly befoughr 
hirn not to refign the adml'niftration ; but upon his' - 
continuing to decline their requeft, they in a man- 
ner compelled him to comply. However, that hiV 
perfon might be in greater fecurity, they immediate- 
ly decreed the pay of his guard to be doubled.' On 
the other hand, that he might feem to make fome. 
conceflions oh his fide, he permitted the fenate to 
goyern the weak internal provinces of the empire, 
while the moft powerful provinces, and thofe that 
required the greateft armies for their dcfqice, were' 
taken entirely under his own command. Over 
thefe heaffumed the government but for ten years, - 
leaving the people ftill in hopes of regaining their* 
ancient freedom: but, at the fame time^ laying his ^ 
meafures fo well, that his government was renewed ^ 
every ten years to his'death. 

This fhew of a refignation only ferved to confirm ^ 
him in the empire and the hearts of the people. New 
honours were heaped upon him. He was then firft 
called Auguftusj a name I have hitherto ufed as 
that hy which he is beft known in hiftory. A laurel 
was ordered to be planted at his ^ates. His houfe 
was called the palace, to diftinguifh it from that of 
ordinary citizens. He was confirpied in the title of 
father of his country> and his perfon declared facred^ 

and -• 
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and inviolable. In (hort, flattery feemed on the rack 
to find out new modes of pleafing him, but though 
he defpifed the arts of the fenate, he pemiited their 
'homage, well knowing thai, amon^ nvinkind, titlea^ 
produce a refped which enforces authority.. 

Upon entering into his tenth confulfhip, the fe- 
nate, by oath, approved of all his ad:s, and fet 
him wholly above the power of the laws. They 
fome time aftier ofl^ered to fwear to not only all the 
laws he had made, but fuch as he fhould make for the 
future. It was then cuftomary with fathers upon 
their death beds, to command their children to 
carry oblations to the Capitol, with this jnfcription, 
that at the day of their deaths they left Auguftus in 
health. It was determined that no man fhould be put 
to death on fuch days as the emperor entered the 
city. Upon a dearth of provifions, the people in a 
body entreated him to accept of the diQatorfhip; 
but, though he undertook to be procurator of the 
provifions, he would by no means accept Of the title 
of diSator, which had been aboliihed by a law made 
whcti Antony was conful. 

This accumulation of titles and employments, did 
not in the leaft diminifh his afTiduity in filling the 
duties of each. Several very wholefome cdiQs were 
pafled by his command, tending to fupprefs corrupt 
tion in the fenate, and licentioufnefs in the people. 
He ordained that none fhould exhibit a fliew of gla- 
diators without orders from the fenate, and then no 
oftener than twice a year ; nor with more than a 
hundred and twenty at a^time. This law was ex- 
tremely necefTary at fo corrupt a period of the em- 
pire ; when whole armies of thefe unfortunate-men 
were brought at once upon the ftage, and compelled 
to fight, often till half ^f them were flain. It had 
been ufual alfo with the knighls, and fome women 
©f the fijft diftin^ion, to exhibit themfelvcs as dan^ 

cers, 
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cers'upon the theatre ; he ordered that not only they, 
b\it their children and grand-children, (hould be re- 
ftrained from fuch exercifes for the future, Hfe fined 
many that had refufed to marry at a certain age ; 
and rewarded fuch as had many children. He or- 
dained that virgins (hould not be maried till twelve 
years of age ; and perhiittcd any perfon ,,.to kill an 
aduherer taken in the h&. He enafted that the fe- 
nators (hould be always held in great reverence; add- 
ing to their authority what he had taken from their 
power. He made a law that no man (hould have the 
freedom of the city without ^ previous examination 
into his merit and charaSer. He aj^t)inred new 
rules and limit's to themanumiflfion of flaves ; and 
was himfelf very ^riO: in the obfervance of them. 
With regard to players, of whom he was very fond, 
he feverely examined their morals, not allowing the 
leaft licentioufnefs in their lives, nor indecency in 
their aftions,^ Though he encouraged the athletic 
cxercifes,yet he would not permit the women tobepre- 
fent at theni ; holding it unbecoming the modefty of 
the fex, to be fpefitators ofthefe fports, which were 
performed by naked men. In order to prevent bri* 
bery in fuing for offices, he took confiderable fums of 
money from the candidates, by way of pledge ; and 
if any indireft praaic€§ wei-e proved againfl them, 
they were obliged to forfeit all. Slaves had been 
hitherto dil^llowed to confefs any thing againft their 
own matters ; but he aboli(hed the praflice, and firit 
fold the (lave to another ; which, altering the pro- ' 
pcrty, his examination became free. Thefe, and 
many ether law, all tending to reform vice, or de- 
ter from crimes, gave the manners of the people 
another complexion; fo that the rough charaQer 
of the Roman was now foftened into that of* the 
refined citizen. 

Indeed his own example a good deal tended to hu- 
manize hisfellow-citixcns; for being placed above all 

equality, 
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equality, he had nothing to fear irom condefcenfion :> 
wherefore he was familiar With all, and fufFered him- 
felf to be reprimanded with the ' moft patient humi- 
lity. Though he was, by the fingle authority of hii 
ftatioD, capable of condemning or acquitting whom- 
{bever he thought proper, yet he gave the laws their 
proper courfe ; and even fometimes pleaded for thofc 
he defired to proieft. Thus Primus^ the governor 
* of Macedonia, .having a day affigned him for having 
mad^ war upon the Odrifii, a neighbouring ftate, as 
he faid, ty the command of Auguftus, the latter 
denied the charge. Upon which the advocate for 
Primus defir^d to know, with an infolent air, what 
brought Auguftus into court, or who 'had fent for 
him ? To this the emperor fubmiffirely replied, 
*Mhe commonweahh ;" an anfwer which greatly 
plea fed th« peopJe. IJpon another occafion, one of 
his veteran foldiers intreated his protection in a cer« 
tain caufe ; but Auguftus taking little, notice of hia 
requeft, defired hiro to apply to an advocate. '< Ah!" 
replied the foldier, " it was not by proxy*, that I ferv- 
** ed you at the battle of ASium." This reply 
pleafed Auguftus fo much, that he pleaded his caufe 
in perfon, and gained it for him. He was extremely 
affable,^' and returned the falutations of the meaneft 
P^rfons. One day a perfon prefented him apetition^^ 
but with fo much awe, that Auguftus was difpleafcd 
with his meannefs. " What, friend,'-' cried he,. 

^•* you feem as if you were offering fomething to, an 
** elephant, and not to a man ; beholder." One 
day; as he was fitting on the tribunal, in judgment,. 
MaEcenp perceiving by his temper, that he was in- 

• dined to be fevere, attempted to (peak to him ; but 
FiOt being able to get up to the t:ribunal, for the 
crowd, he threw a paper into his lap, on which was 
written, " arife, executioner," Auguftus , read it„ 
witbont any difpleafure, and immediately rifing, 
pardoned thofe whom he was difpofed- to condemn^ 

But 



d by Google 



EMPIREOFROME, 207 

But what more than all (hewed a total alteration in his 
difpofitiorr, was his treatment of Cornelius Cinna, 
Pompey's grandfbn. This nobleman had entered 
into a very dangerous confpiracy again ft him ; but 
the plot was difcovered before it was ripe for execu- 
tion. Auguftus, for fome time, debated with hrm- 
felf how to aft ; but, at laft, his clemency prevail- 
ed ; he therefore fent for thofe who were guilty, and 
after reprimanding them, difmiffed them all. But 
he was refolved to mortify Cinna by the greatnefs of 
his generofitj : for addi effing himin particular, " I 
" have twice," fays he, " given you your life ; firft, 
** as an enemy; now, as aconCpirator ; 1 nowgive 
*' you the confuKhip: let us, therefore, be friemla 
" for the future ; and let us only contend in £hew- 
** ing, whether my confidence, or your fidelity^ 
" fhall be* viftonous." This generofity, which 
the emperor very happily timed, had fo good an 
cfFed, that,.from that inftant, all confpiracies ceafed 
againft him. ' 

In the practice of fuch virtues as thefe, he pafled 
a long reign of above forty years, in which the hap- 
pinefs of the people fcemed to confpire with his 
own : not but that there were wars, in the diftant 
provinces of the empire, during almoft the whole 
reign ; but they were rather the quelling of infur- 
reftions, than the extending of dominions ; for he 
had made it a rule, to carry on no operations, in 
which ambition, and not the fafcty of the^ftate, was 
concerned. In faft, he feemed the firft Roman, 
who aimed at gaining a charaQer by the arts of peace 
alone ; and who obtained the affe6tions of the fol- 
diers, without any military charaSer of his own. 
Neverthelefs, the Roman arms, undei* his lieute- 
nants, were crowned with fuccefs. The Canta- 
brians in Spain, who had revolted, ^yere more than 
once quelled by Tiberius, his ftep-fon : Agrippa, 
his fon-in-Jaw ; and ^iius Lama ^ who followed 

them 
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them to their inacceflible mountauis, there blocked 
them up, and compelled them, by famine, to fur-r 
render at difcretion. The Germans alfo gave fome 
uneafioefs, by their repealed incurfions into the 
territories of Gaul, but were reprefled by Lollius. 
The Rhetians were conquered by Drufus, the bro* 
ther of Tiberinr. The Befli, and SialatS^ barba* 
rous nations, making an irruption into Thrace, 
were overthrown by Pifo, governor of Pamphylia, 
who gained triumphal honours. The Daciana 
were reprefled with more than one defeat ; the Ar- 
menians were alfo. brought into due fubjeftion by 
Caiu5, his grandfon. The Getulians, in- Africa,, 
took up arms •, but were fubdued by the conful, 
Caius Coflus, who then received the furnanie of 
Getulicus. A dangerous war was alfo carried oa 
againft the Dalmatians and Parinonians ; who hav- 
ing acquired great ftrength, by the continuance of 
a long pe^ce, gathered an army of two hundred 
thoufand foot, and nine thoufand horfe, threatening 
Rome itfelf with deftru6lion. Levies were there^ 
fore made in It^iy with the utmoft expedition ; the 
veteran troops were recalled from aH parts ; and 
Auguftus went to Arn^inium, for the greater con- 
venience ot giving his direSlions. And, indeed^ 
though perfonal valour was by jio means his moft 
ihining ornament, yet no man c^uld give wifer 
orders upon every emergency ; or go with greater 
difpatch into all parts of his^ doTninions, than he. 
This war continued near three years ; being prin- 
cipally managed by Tiberius and Germanicus; the 
latter of whom gained great reputation againft thefc 
fierce and barbarous multitudes. Upon their re- 
duQion, Barro, their'Ieader, being fummoned be- 
fore the tribunal of Tiberius, and being demanded 
how he could offer to revolt agaiiift the power of 
Rome, 'the bold barbarian replied, " That the 
" Romans, and npt he, were the agreflbrs ;• finc« 
^ *' they 
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** they had fent inftead of dogs and (hepherds to 
** fecure their flocks, only wolves and bears to de- 
** ftroy thenn." But the war which was moft xj ^ 
fatal to the Roman interefts during this * * 
reign, was that which was manage by Quin- ' ^ * 
tillius Varus. This general invading the territo- 
ries of the Germans, was induced to follow the 
enemy among their forefts and marflies, with his 
army in feparate bodies : there he was attacked by 
night, and entirely cut off with his whole army. 
Thefe were the beft and choiceft legions of the whole 
empire, either for valour, difcipline, or experience* 
The affhaion, from this defeat, feemed to fink very 
deep upon the mind of Auguftus.. He was often 
heard to cry out^ in a tone of anguilh, ** Quintil- 
** fius Varus, reftore me my legions;'* and fomc 
hiftorians pretend to fay, that lie never after reco- 
vered the former fcrenity of his temper. 

But he had fome uneafinefles of a domeftic nature^ 
in his own family, that contributed to diftrefs him ;' 
he had married Livia, the wife of Tiberius Nero, 
by the confcnt of her huftand, at a time (he was fix 
months gone with child. This was an imperibui 
Avoman ; and confctous of being beloved, (he con* 
trolled him ever a,fter at her pleafure. She haci two 
fons by her former hu(band ; Tiberius, the elder, 
whom (he greatly loved; and Drufus, who was 
bom three months after (he had been married to 
Auguftus, and who was thought to be his own fon. 
The eldeft of thefe, Tiberius, whom heafterwards 
adopted, and who fucceeded him in the empire, was 
a goo3 general, but of a fufpicious and obftinate tem- 
per ; fo that though he was ferviceable to Auguftus 
in his foreign war^, yet . he gave him but Utile quiet 
at home. He was, at lad, obliged to go into exile 
for five years to the ifland of Rhodes, where hechief-^ 
ly fpent his time in a retired manner, converfing 
with the Greeks, and addiaing himfelf to litera- 
ture; 
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turc ; of which, however, he made afterwards but a 
bad ufe. Drufus, the other fon of Livia, died in his 
return from an expedition againft the Germans, 
leaving. Auguftus in^onfolable for his lofs. But his 
greateft affliaion was, the conduS of histlaughter 
Julia, whom he 1^ by Scribonia, his former wife. 
This woman, whom he married to his general Agrip- 
pa, and after his death to Tiberius, fet no bounds 
to her lewdnefs. Not contented with enjoying her 
pleafures, (he feemed aHe earned in procuring the 
infamy of her profticutions. Auguftus, for aJong: 
time, would not believe the accounts he daily heard 
of her conduft; but, at laft, -could not help obferv- 
ing them. He found <he was arrived at that excefs 
of wantonnefs and prodigality, that fhe had her noc» 
turnal appointments in the mod public parts of the 
city ; the very court where her father prefided, riot 
being exempt from her debaucheries. He, at firft 
had thoughts of putting her to death; but after, fom^ 
confideration, he banifhed her lo Panditaria, for- 
bidding her the ufe of wine, and all tuch delicacies, 
as could inflame her vicious inclinations : he ordered 
alfo, that no perfons (hould come near her, without 
his own permiflSon ; and fent her mother Scribonia, 
with her, to bear her company. Afterwards, when- 
ever any attempted to intercede for Julia, his anfwer 
was, ** that fire and water fhould fooner unite, than 
** he with^her»" AVhen fomie perfons, one day, 
were more than ufualiy urgent with htm in her fa^ 
vour, he was driven to fwch an extremity of paffion, 
as to wifli, that they might have fiich a daughter. 
However, fhe had two fons by Agrippa, named 
Caius and Lucius, frorn . whpm great expeftations 
vtrere formed ; butthey 'died when fc^rcely arrived at 
man's eftate ;. Lucius about five years after his father, 
at MarfeiilciS ; and Caius, two years .after, Auguf- 
tus having now, in a great meafure, furvived all 
his co-temporaries, at length, inthe fcventy-fourth 

> year 
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year of his age, began to think of retiring from the 
fatigues of ftate ; and in fome meafirre, of conftitu- 
ting Tiberius, his fon-in-!aw by Livia, his fuccef- 
for, in his ufual employments. He defired the fe- 
nate to falute him no longer'at the palace according 
to cuftom ; not to take it amifs, if for the future, he 
could not converfe with them as formerly, j-r p 
From that time, Tiberius was joined in the *^ * 
government of the provinces with him, and ' * 
mvefted with almoftthe fame authority; However, 
Auguftus could not entirely forfake the adminiflra- 
tion of the ftate, which habit had mixed with his 
fatisfaSions ; he ftill continued a watchful guardian 
of its interefts, and ftiewed himfelf, to the laft, a 
lover of his people. Finding it now, therefore, very 
inconvenient to come to the fenate, by reafon of his 
age, he defined to have twenty privy -comifellors af- 
■- figned him for a year ; and it was decreed^ that what- " 
ever meafures were refolved upon by them, together 
with the confulsi they fliould entirely have the force 
of a law^*He feemed, in fome meafure, apprehen- 
five of his approaching end,, for he made his will, 
and delivered it to the veftal virgins, HetheT^fo- 
lemnized the cenfus, or numbering the people, 
whom he found to amount to four millions, one 
hundred and thirty-feven thou(l\nd ; which fhews 
Rome to be equafto four of the greattft cifies of 
modern times. While thefe ceremonies were per- 
forming, by a mighty concourfe of people in the 
Campus Martius, it is faid, that an eagle flew round 
the emperor feveral times, and direfting its flight to 
a neighbouring temple, perched over the name of 
Agrippa: whicli was by the Augurs conceived to por- 
tend the death of the emperor. Shortly after, hav-. 
ing accompanied Tiberius in his march into illyria, 
as far as Beneventum, he wa^ there taken ill of a 
diarrhoea. Returning therefore, from thence, he 
came to Nola, near Capua, and there finding him- 
felf 
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felf dangeroufly ill, he fcnt for Tiberius, with the 
left of his mod intimate friends and acquaintance. 
A few hours before his death, he ordered a looking- 
glafs to be brought, and his hair to be adjufted with 
more than ufual care. He then addrefled his friends, 
whom he beheld furrounding his bed, and defired to 
know whether he had properly played his part in 
life : to which being anfwered in the affirmative, he 
cried out, with his laft breath, " then give me your 
applaufe ;•' and thus, in the feventy-fixth year of 
his age, after reigning forty-one, he expired in the 
ai*ms of Livia, bidding her remember their marri- 
;age and farewel. 

The death of the emperor, when known, caufed 
Inexpreflible grief throughout the whole Roman em- 
/ pire ; it was even fuppofed that his wife Livia had 
fomc hand in haflening it, willing to procure thfe 
fucce{!ipn more fpeediJy for her fon. However this 
be, fhe took care, for fotne time, to keep it conceal 
ed, having guarded all the paflages to the palace ; 
jbmctimes giving out that he was recovered, and 

!)retcndinjj a relapfc. At length, having fettled the 
uccefllon to her mind, (he publi(hcd the emperor's 
death, and at the fame time the adoption of Tiberius 
to the emf ire. The emperor's funeral was perform- 
ed with great magnificence. The fenators being in 
their places, Tibtrius, on whom the cafe was de- 
volved, began a confolatory oration to them ; but 
fuddenly ftopt in the beginning of his fpeech^ as 
unable to reftrain the violence of his forrow ; and^ 
inftead of continuing, gave his notes to Drufus, his 
fon, who read them to the fenate. After this, one 
of the late emperor's freedmen, publicly read his will 
in the fenate-houfe, wherein he made Tiberius and 
I^ivia, his heirs ; and by that Livia was likewife 
adopted into the Julian family, and honoured with 
•the name ©f Augufta# Befides his will, four other 
writings of his were produced. One, in which he 

had 
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had left in(lru3ions concerning his funeral ; ano- 
ther, , containing an enumeration of his feveral ex- 
ploits; a third, comprifing an account of the pro- 
Tinces, forces, andrevenuesof the empire ; and the 
fourth, a fchedule of directions to Tiberius for go- 
verning the empire. Among thefe, it was found to " 
be his opinion, that no man, how great a favourite 
foever he might be, fliould be cnlrufted with too 
much authority, left it fhould induce him to turn 
tyrant. Another maxim was, that none fhould defire 
to enlarge the empire, which was already preferved 
withdifficuhy. Thushe leemedftudiousof ferving 
his country to the very laft, and the forrow of the 
people^ feemed equal to his affiduity. It was decreed, 
that all the women fhould noourn for him a whole 
year. Temples were ereSed to him ; divine ho- 
nours were allowed him ; and one Numerius AttiCus, 
a fenator, willing to convert the adulation of the 
times to his own benefit, received a large fum of 
money, for fwearing that he faw him afcending into 
heaven ; fb that no.doubt remained among the peo- 
ple concerning his divinity. ^ 

Such were the honours paid to Auguftus, whofe 
power began in the flaughter, and terminated in the 
happinefs of his people ; fo that it was faid of him, 
** that it had been good for mankind if he had never 
** been born, or if he never had died." It it is very 
probable, that the cruehies exercif^d in his triumvi- 
rate were fuggeffed by his colleagues ; or, perhaps, 
he thought in the cafe of Caefar's death, that re- 
venge was virtue. 'Certain it is, that thefe feveritiet 
were in fome meafure, necefTary to reftore public 
tranquility; for until the Roman, fpirit was entirely 
eradicated, no monarchy could be fecure. He gavc^ 
the government an air fuited to the difpofition of the' 
times ; he indulged hisfubjefts in the pride of feeing 
the appearance of a republic, while he made thera 
really happy in the effeSs of a moft abfolute mo- 
narchy, 
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narchy> guided by the moft confummate prudence. 
In this laft virtue he Teemed to have excelled mod 
monarchs ; and, indeed, could we feparate OQa- 
vius from Auguftus, he would be one of the moft 
faultlefs princes in hiftory. 

U C 76< Tiberius was fifty-fix years old when 
K*T^' - 1* he took upon him the government of the 
^' Roman empire. He h^d long lived in a 
profound ftate of diffimul^lloa under Auguflus, and 
was not yet hardy enough to (hew himfclf in his 
real charaQer. In the" beginning of his reign 
nothing appeared' but prudence, generofity, and 
clemency/ -* But the fucceffes of Germanicus, his 
nephew, over the Germans, firft brought his natu- 
ral difpof^ions to light, and difcovered the malig- 
nity of his mind without di(guife. He foon, there- 
fore, began to confult on the moft fpeclous means 
of humbling the popularity of Germanicus, and 
removing this objeft of his fufpicions. For this 
purpofe he difpatched Pifo to Germanicus, a perfon 
of a furious and headftrong temper ; and, in every 
refpe^, fit to execute thofe fatal purpofes for which 
he was defigned. His inftruQions were to oppofe 
Germanicus upon every occafion ; and to excite all - 
the hatred againft him, which, without fufpicion, 
he could ; and even to procure his death, if an op* 
portunity fhould oflfer. This agent fuCceeded, Ger- 
manicus died foon after, and, as it was univerfally 
believed, by poifon. 

Having now noobjefl: of jealoufy to koep him in 
jawe, he began to pull off the ma(k entirely, and ap- 
pear more in his natural charaSer than before. In 
the beginning of his cruelties, he took into hh con- 
fidence Sejanus, a Roman knight, who found out the 
method of gaining his confidence, by the moft re- 
fined degree of diilitnulation, being an overmatch for 
his matter in his own arts. It is not "well known 
Whether he was the advifer of all the cruelties that en- 
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fued foon after; but certain it is, that, from the 
beginning of his miniflry, Tiberius feemed to be- 
come more fatally fufpicious. 

Sejanus began by ufing all his addrefs to perfuade 
Tiberius to retire to fome agreeable retreat, remote 
from Rome. By this he expeSed many advantages, 
fince there could be j^o accefs to the emperor but by 
him. The emperor, either prevailed upon by his 
perfuafions, or purfuing the natural turn of his tem- 
per, which led to indolence and debauchery, in the 
twelfth year of his reign left Rome, and went into 
Campatiia, unaer pretence of dedicating temples to 
Jupiter and Auguftus. Still growing weary of places 
where mankind might follow him with their com- 
plaints and diftreflis, he withdrew himfelf into that 
moft delightfiil ifland of Caprea, three miles from 
the contment,_and oppofite Naples. Buried in 
this retreat, he gave himfelf up to his abandoned 
pleafures, quite regardlefs of the miferies of his 
fubjeSs. 

In hStj it had been happy for mankind, had he 
' given up his fufpicions, when he declined the fa- 
tigues of reigning, and rcfigned the will to do harm, 
when he divefted himfelf of the power of doing 
good. But froip the time of his retreat, he became 
more cruel, and Sejanus always endeavoured to en- 
creafe his diftrufts. Secret fpies and informers were 
placed in all parts of the city, who converted the 
moft harmlefs anions into fubjefts of offence. 

In confcquence of thi^, Nero, and Drufus, the 
children of Germanicus, were declared enemies to 
the ftate, and afterwards ftarved to death in prifon, , 
while Agrippina, their mother, was fent into ba- 
niftiment. Sabinus, Afinius Gallus, and Syriacus, 
were, upon fligftt pretences, condemned and execut- 
ed. In this manner, Sejanus preceeded, removing 
all who ftood between him and the empire, and^ve- 
ry day encreafing in confidence with Tiberius, and 

power 
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power with the fenate. The number of his ftatues 
exceeded even thofe of the emperor ; people fworc 
by his fortune, in the fame manner as they would 
have done, had he been aftually upon the throne, 
and he was more dreaded than even the tyriant who 
actually enjoyed the empire. But the rapidity of his 
rife feemed only preparatory to the greatnefs of his 
downfall. All we know of his firft dilgrace with - 
the emperor is^, that Satrius Secundus was the man 
who had the boWnefs to accufe him of treafon, and 
Antonia, the mother of Germanicus, fecohded the 
accufatiori. The fenate, who had long been jealous 
of his power, and dreaded his cruelty, intmediately 
- took this opportunity of goil^g beyond the orders of 
Tiberius, and inftead of fentencing him to irapri- 
fonnr^ent, they directed his execution. As he was 
conducing to fais fate, the people loaded him with 
infult and execration. He was purfued with farcaftic 
reproaches, his ftatues were inftantly thrown down, 
and he himfelf fhortly after^ ftrangled by the exe* 
cutioner. 

His death only lighted up the emperor's rage for 
further executions. Plancina, the wife of Pifo, 
Sextus Veftilius, Vefcularius Atticus, and Julius 
Marinus^ were executed by his command for being 
attached to Sejanus, He began to grow weary of 
particular executions, and gave orders, that all the 
accufcd (houldbepu^ to death together, without far- 
ther examination. The whole city was filled with 
flaughter and niourning. When one Carnulius' had 
killed himfelf to avoid the torture; "Ah,*' cried 
Tiberius, ** how has that man been able toefcape 
•* me I'* When a prifoner earneftly entreatfed, that 
he would not defer his death : ** No," cried the 
tyrant, " lam not fufficiently your friepd, to flioit- 
** en your torments." 

/ In this manner he lived, pdious to all the world, 
and troublefome to himfelf ^ an eni^mj to the lives of 

others^ 
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'OtTiers, and a tormentor of his own. At length, in 
the twcnty-fecond year of his reign, he began to feel 
the approaches of His diflblution, and all his appe- 
tites totally to forfake him. He now, therefore, 
found it was time to think of a fiicceflbr, and, at 
length, fixed upon C^iliguU ; willing perhaps, by 
the enormity of Caligula's conduft, with which he 
was well acquainted, to cover the memory of his 
own. 

Still, however, he feemed willing to avoid his 
end ; and ftrovc, by change of place, to put off ths 
inquietude of his own reflexions. He left his 
favourite ifland, and went upon the contineiit ; and 
at laft fixed at the promontory of Mifenum, in a 
houfe that formerly had belonged to Lucullus. It 
was there thathc fell into fuch faintings, as all be- 
lieved were fatal, Caligula, fuppofing him aQually 
dead,* caufed hirnfelffo be acknowledged by the 
prietorian foldiers, and went forth from the empe- 
ror's apartment amidft the applaufesof the muhitude; 
when ail of a fudJen he was informed that the em- 
peror was recovered, that he had began to fpeak,and 
defired to eat. This unexpeSed account filled the 
whole court with terror and alarm : every one who 
ad before been carneft-in tefttfying their joy, now 
-rc-affumed their pretended forrow, -and left the new 
emperor, through a feigned foficitude for the fate of 
the old, Caligula feemed thunderftruck; he pre - 
ferved a gloomy filence, expeSing nothing but 
death, inftead ot the empire at which he had afpir- 
cd. Macro, however, who was hardened in crimes, 
ordered, that the dying emperor (hould bedifpatch- 
edT, by fmothering him with pillows, or, as tt p 
others will have it, by poifon. In this * 
manner Tiberius died in the feventy- * ^^' 
eighth year of his age, after reigning twen- * < * ^9' 
ty two. L* 

It 
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It was in the eighteenth ycat of this nwnarch^s 
Tcign, that Chrift was crucified ; as if the univcrfal 
depravity of mankind wanted no lefs a facrificc than 
that of God himfclt, to recJaim them. Shortly 
after his death, Pilate wrote to Tiberius an account 
of his paflion, refurreSion, .and miracles; upon 
which the emperor made a report of the whole to the 
fenate, defiring that Chrift might be accounted a 
<3od by the Romans. But the ienate being difpleaf- 
cd that the propofal had not come firft from them- 
. felves, refufcd to allow his apoiheofis ; alledging 
an ancient law, which cave them the fuperinten- 
dcnce in all matters of religion. They even went fo 
far, as, by an edlft, to command, that all Chriftians 
•fhould leave the city ; but .Tiberius,- by another 
ediS, threatened death to fuch as (hould acCufe them; 
hy which means, they continued unraolefted during 
thereftof his reign. 

All the enormities of Caligula were conceal- 
ed in the beginning of his feign. But it had been 
happy for him and the empire, had fuch a beginning 
been as ftrenaoufiy maintained. In lefs than eight 
ttionths all appearance of moderation and clemency 
van iihed; while furious pafllons, unexampled avarice, 
and capricious cruelty, began to take their turn in 
his mind. Pride, impiety, llift, avarice, and all in 
the extreme, were every moment brought forward. 

His pride firft began by afluming to himfelf the 
title of ruler, which was ufually granted only to 
kings. He would alfo have taken the crown' and 
diadem, had he not been advifed, that he was already 
iuperior to all the mpnarchs of the world. Not long 
after, he a {Turned divine honours^ and gave himfelf 
the names offuch divinities as he thought moft agree- 
able to his nature. Tor this purpofe^he caufed the 
heads of the ftatues of Jupiter and fome other gods to 
be ftruck ofF, and his own to be put in their places. 

He 
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He frequently feated himftif between Caftor and 
Pollux, and ordered that all who came to their tem- 
ple to worfhip, (hoiild pay their adorations only to 
him. However, fuch was the extravagant incon- 
ftancy o{ this unaccountable idiot, that he changed 
his divinity as often as he changed his clothes ; be- 
ing at onetime a male deity, at another a female ; 
fometimes Jupiter or Mars, and nat unfrequently 
Venus or Diana. He even built and dedicated a 
temple to his own divinity, in which his ftatue of 
gold was everyday drefl in finailar robes to thofe 
which he himfelf wore, and was worfhipped by, 
crowds of adorers. His prieds were numerous, the 
facrifices made to him were of the moil exquifite de- 
licacies that could be procured, and the dignity oP 
the priefthood was fcdught by the mod opulent men 
of the city. However, he admitted his wife and his 
hof fe to that honour ; and", to give a finifhing ftroke ~ 
to his abfurdities, he became a prieft to. himfelf. 
His method of affjming the manners of a dtity was 
not lefs ridiculous : He often went out in the full 
moon, and courted it in the ftile of a lover. He of- 
ten invited, it to his bed, to tafte the pleafures of hii 
embraces. He employed many i;iventions to imi- 
tate thunder, and would frequently defy Jupiter, 
crying out, with a fpeech of Homer, ^^ Do you con- 
** quer me,^ or I will conquer you." He fre- 
quently pretended to converfe in whifpers with the 
ftatue of Jupiter^ and ufually feemed angry, at its re- 
plies, threatening to fend^ it packing into Greece, 
cometimes, however, he would affume a better tem- 
per, and feemed contented that they two fhould 
rjdwell together in amity* 

Of all his vices, his prodigality was the moft re- 
markable, and that which in feme meafuregave rife 
to the reft The luxuries ef formbr emperors were 
fimplicity itfclf, when compared to thofe which he 
praQifed. He contrived new ways of bathing, where 
La ,thc 
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the richeft oUs and mod precious perfumes wcre^x- 
haufted with the utmoft profufion. He found ^out 
<ii(hes of iramenfe value, and had even jewels, as we 
are told, diflblved among his fauces. He, fome- 
times, had fervices of pure gold prefented before his 
guefts inftead of meat, obferving, th;Jit a man ought 
to be an oeconomift or an emperor. 

Thfe expenl.ve mailner in which he maintained his 
hoi fe will give fome idea of his domeftic ceconomy. 
He buih it a ftable of marble, and a manger of ivory. 
Whenever this animal, which he called Incilatos, 
was to run, he placed sentinels near its ftable, the 
night preceding, to pre\*ent itsflumbers from being 
hroken. He appointed an houfe, furniture, and a 
Ttitchen, in order to treat afl its vifi tors with proper 
i*efpe£^. The emperor fometimes invited Incitatus, 
to his own table, prefented it with gilt oatsf and 
wine in a golden cup. He often fwore by the fafety 
of his horfe ; ^and rt is faid he would have appoint- 
ed it to the confuifhip, had not his death pre- 
vented. 

His impiety was but fubordinate to his cruelties. 
He flew many of the fenate, and alterwards cited 
them to appbar as if they had killed ihemfelves. He 
i:aft great numbers of old and infirm men and poor 
decrepid houfelceepers to Avild beafls, to free the ftate 
from fuch unferviceable citizens. He ufnally fed his 
wild hearts with the bodies of thofe wretches whonv 
he condemned ; and every tenth day, fentofF num- 
bers of them to hrthus devoured ; which he jocofe-- 
ly railed, clearing his accounts. One of thofe who 
was thus expofed, crying out, that he was innocent, 
Caligula ordered his tongue to be cut out, and then 
thrown into the amphi^theatre as before. He took 
delight in killing men with flow tortures, that, as he 
cxpreft it, they might feel thcmfelves dying ; being 
jilways prefept at fuch executions, himfelf direfting 
the duration of the punifliment^ add mitigating the 

tortures. 
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tortures^ merely to prolong them. In faS:, he valu- 
ed himfelf for no quafity more than his unrelenting 
temper^ and inflexible fevcrity which he preferved. 
Awhile prefiding at an execution. At one time, be- 
ing jncenfed at the citizens of Rome, he wi(hed 
that all the Roman people had but one neck, that he 
might difpatch them at a blow.^ 

Such infupportable and capricious cruelties pro- 
duced many fecret confpiracies againft him ; but< 
tnefe were for awhile deferred, upon account of his- 
intended expeditions againft ihe Germans and Bri- 
tons, which he undertook in the third year of his 
reign. For this purpofe, he caufed nu- jj p 
merous levies to be made in all parts of the 
empire, and talked with ^o much refolu- . Jl^^' 
tion, that it was univerfally believed he * "^'* 
woufd conquer all before him. His march pcrfe<5lly 
indicated the inequality of hrs temper \ fometimes 
it was fo rapid that the cohoits were obliged to leave 
their ftandards behind them \ at other times it was fo 
flow, that it more refembled a pompous proceiTion 
than a military expedition. In this difpofition he 
would caufe himfeU* to be carried on eight men's 
fhoulders, and ordered all the neighbouring cities 
to have their ftreets well fwept and watered, to de- 
fend him fro^m the duft. However, all thefe mighty 
preparations ended in nothing* Inftead of conquer- 
ing Britain, he ohly-gAve refuge to one of its banifli-: 
ed princes ; and this he defcribed in his letter to the 
fenate, as taking pofleflion of the whole ifland. In- 
ftead of conquering Germany, he only led his'army 
to the fea ihore, in Batavia. There, difpofing his 
engines and warlike machines with great folemnity^ 
and drawing up his men in order of battle, he went 
on board his giilley, with which coafting along, he 
commanded his trumpets to found, and -the fignal to 
be. given as if for an engagement ^ upon which his 
men, having had previous orders,^ immediately fell 
L3 ' ^ to 
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to gather the fliells that lay upon the fliore into 
their helmets, terming them the fpoiU of the con- 
quered ocean, worthy the palace and the Capitol. 
After this doughty expedition, calling his army to- 
gether, as a general after viftory, iie harangued theni 
in » pompous manner, and highly extolled their 
atchievements*, and then diftributing money among 
them, difmiffed them with orders to be joyful, and 
congratulated them upon their riches. But that fuch 
exploits (hould not pafs without a memoriaf, he 
caufed a lofty tower to be erefted by the fea-fide, 
and ordered the gallies in which he had put to fea, 
to be conveyed to Rome, in a great meafure, by 
land. 

Caflius Cherea, tribune of the prsetorian bands, 
was the perfon who at laft freed the world of this 
tyrant. Befidcs the motives whicH he had in com- 
mon with othej men, he had received repeated in- 
fults from Caligula, who took all occafions of turn- 
ing him into ridicule, and impeaching him of cow- 
ardice, merely becaufe he happened to have an 
efteminate voice. Whenever Chetea came to de- 
mand the watch-word from the emperor, according 
tocuftom, he always gave him either Venus, Ado- 
rtis, or fome fpch, implying efFeminacy and foftnefi. 
He, therefore, fecrctly imparted his defigns to feve- 
ral fenators and knights^, whom he knew to have re- 
ceived perfonal injuries from Caligula ; antong. 
whom was Vajeri lis Afiaticus, whofe wife the em- 
peror tad debauched. Annius Vinicianus alfo,' was 
dcfirous^of engaging in the firfl: defign that offered, 
Befides thefe, were Clemens, the piaefeft ; and Ca- 
liftus, whofe riches made him obno)ii6us to the ty- 
rant's refentme;it. 

While thefe were dcliberarmg upon the moft cer- 
tain and fpeedy method of deftroving the tyrant, an 
unexpefted incident gave new flrength to the con- 
fpiracy, Pompedius, a fenatqrof diftinSicn, h^v-- 
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iDg been- afccufed bfefore theemperor, of Havjng fpo- 
ken of him with dlfrefpeft, the informer cited one 
^ifltiJia, an aArefs, to confirm his accufation., 
Quintilia, however, was pofleft of a degree of for- 
titude not eafily found, even in the other fex. She 
denied the hQ with obftinacy ; and being put to the 
torture, at the informer's requefV, (K§ bore the fe- 
vereft torments of the rack with unfhaken qondancy. 
But what was moft remarkable of herrefolution is that 
ihe was acquainted *with all the particulars of the 
confpiracy : and, although Cherea was the perfon 
appointed to prefide at her torture, fhe revealed no*- 
tbing^: on the contrary, when flie was led' to the 
rack, (he trod upon the toe of one of the confpirators,, 
intimating at once her knowledgieof the confederacy, 
and her Cwrr refolution not to divulge it. In this 
manner fee Aiffered, until all her limbs were diflo- 
cated ; and in that deplorable ftate^ was prefented to 
the emperor, who ordered" her a gfatiiity for what 
(he had fufFered. Cherea could no longer contain 
his indignation, at being thus made the inftrument 
of a tyrant's criielty. After feveral deliberations with 
the confpirators, it was at laft.refolved to attack him 
during the continuance of the ' Palatine games,. 
which lafted four days, ami to ftrike the blow when 
his guards ftiould have the leaft opportunity of de- 
fending hini. In confequence of this, the three fiift 
days oF the games paffed without affording any op-^ 
portunity. Cherea now, therefore, began to appre- 
hend, that defeiTing the time of th© confpiracy,,. 
might be a means of divulging it : he even began to 
dread, that the honour of killing the tyrant- might 
fall to the lot of fome other perfon, more bold than 
himfelf. Wherefore,, he at laft refolved, to defer 
the execution of his plot only to the day follow- 
ing, when Caligula Ihould pafs through a private 
gallery, to fome baths, not far diftant from the 
palace, 

L4 The 
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The laft day of the^amcs was more fplendicf than 
the reft ; and Caligula feemed more fprightly and 
eondefcendtng than ufuaJ. He took great araufe- 
tmnt in feeing the people fcramble for the fruits, and 
other rarities, thrown, by his order, atnong them ; 
and feemed no way apprehenfire of the plot formed 
for his deftruSion. In the mean time^ the confpi- 
racy began to tranfpire ; and, had he had any 
friends left, it could not fail of being difizovered. A; ' 
fenator, who was prefent, afking one of his ac-^ 
quaintance if he had heard any thing new, the other 
replying in the negative, ** then yoit muft know,'* 
fays he, ** that this day wiH be reprefented the death 
** of a tyrant." The other immediately underftood 
hind, but defired him to be more cautious how he 
divulged a fecret ot fo much importance. The con* 
fpirators waited a great part of the day with the moft 
extreme anxiety ; and, at one time, Caligula feemed 
rcfolvedto fpend the whole day without any refrefli^ 
ment. This unexpefted delay entirely exafperatcd 
Cherea ; and, had he not been reftrained, he would 
have gone and perpetrated his defign in the midft of 
all the people. Juft at that inftant, while he was yet 
hefitating what he fliould do, Afprenas, one of the 
confpirators, perfuaded Caligula to go to the bath^ 
and take fome flight refrefhment, in order to enjoy 
the reft of the entertainment with greater relifti. 
The emperor, therefore, lifing up, the confpira* 
tors uied every precaution to keep oflf the throng, 
and to furround him, onder pretence of greater affi- 
duity. And thefe, upon his entering into a little 
vaulted gallery that led from the theatre to the baih^ 
refolved to difpatch him. Cherea firft ftruck him to 
the ground with Jiis dagger, crying out, " Tyrant, 
** thi«k upon this." Immediately after, the other 
confpirators rufhed in ; and, whjle the emperor 
continued to rcfift, crying out, that he was not yet 
dead, they difpatched him with thirty woifnds. 

' Such 
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• Such was the merited death of Caius Caligula, ia 
the twenty-ninth year of his age, after a fliort reign 
of three years, ten months, and eight days. It will 
be unneceffary to add any thing more to his charac- 
ter, than what Seneca fays of him : namely, that na- 
ture feemed to have brought him forth, to fhew what 
was poffible to be produced, from the greateft vice, 
fupportcd by the greateft authority. 
^^/ As foon as the death of Caligula was y ^ 
^ /made public, it produced the greateft con- ' ^ ' 
. ^ fufion in all parts of the city. The con- ^^ jx 42. 
fpirators, who only aimed at deftroying a * * ^ * 
tyrant, without attending to a fucceflbr, had alt 
fought fafety, by retiring to^ private places. Son^ 
foldiers happening to run about the palace, difcover* 
• cd Claudius, Caligula's uncle, lurking in a fecret 
place, where he had hid himfelf through fear. Of 
this perfonagi5, who had hitherto been defpifed for his 
imbecility, they refolved to make an emperor ; and 
accordingly carried him upon their flioulders to the 
camp, where they proclainied him, at a time he ex- 
pefted nothing but death, and the fenate confirmed 
their choice. 

Claudius was now fifty years old, when he began " 
to reign. The complicated difeafes of his infancy, 
had, m fome meafure aifefted all the faculties both 
of his body and mind. He was continued in a ftate 
ot pupilage jtiuch longer tlian was ufual at that time; 
and feemed, in every part of life, incapable of con- 
du6^ing himfelf, * , 

The commencement of his reign, as it was with 
gU the other bad emperors, gave the moft promjfing^ 
hopes of an happy continuance. He began by paff- • 
ing an aQ of oblivion for all former Words and ac- 
tions, and difannulled all the cruel edids df Cali- 
* gula. He {hewed himfelf more moderate- than his 
predeceffors with regard to titles and honours. He 
^ fwbad all perfons upon fevere penalties, to facrifice 
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to h\m^ as they had done to Caligula, He was affi*- 
duous in hearing and €xan)ining coiqpkim^ ; and 

■frequently adminiftered juftice in 'perfon ; temper- 
ing by his mildncfs, the fevcrity of ftrjS juftice. 

To his folicitude for the internal a<;ivantafe5of tlie 
ftate, he added that of a watchful guardianlhip over 
the provinces. He reftored Judea to Herod Agrippa, 
which Caligula had taken from Herod Antipas, his 
uncle, the man who had put John the Baptift to 

. death, and who was baniflied by order of th« prcfent 
emperor. Claudius a I fo reftored fuch princes to 
their kingdoms, as had been unjuftly difpoflefltd/ 
by his predecefTors ; but deprived the Lycians 
and Jlhodians of tlieir liberty, for having pro- 
moted infurreftions, anjd crucified fome citiaens of 
Rome. 

He even undertook to gratify the people by foreign 
conqueft. The Britonjs, who had, for ^ear an hun- 
dred years, been left in fok pofTeffion of their own 
iflat>d, begafl to feek the mediation of Rom-,- to^joell 
their inteftine coiif^motions. The .j>rincipal man, 
whodefired to fuhlkdi l>is nat'tve country to the Ro- 
man dominion, was one Bericus, who, by many ar- 
guments, perfuaded the emperor to make a defceifit 
upon thp iilafid, magnifying the advantages that 
would attend the conqueft of it. In purfuance of his- 
advice, therefore, Plauiiusthe praeior, was ordered 
to pafs over into Gaul, and make preparations for 
this gre;it expedition. At firft,- inde,<>d, his foldiers 
feemed backward to embark, declaiing that they 
were unwilling to make war beyond the limits of the 
world, for fo they >ud^ed Britain to be. However, 
they were at I'aft perfuaiied to go ; and the Britons, 
under the conduQ of th^ir Kng Qyiiohelihus, were 
feveral times overthrown. 

A ri f{ ThefefucceffcsfbonaftcrinducedClau- 

^ dius to go into Britain in perfon, upon 

pretence tha^ the natives werefiillfedittous^ and had 

not 
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not delivered up fome Roman fugitives, who had 
taken ftieker among theip. However, his expedi- 
tion Teemed rather calculated for fliew than fervice; 
the time he continued in Britain, which was in all 
but (ixteen days, was more taken, up in receiving ho- 
mage, than extetiding his conquefts. Great re- 
joicings were made upon his return to Rpme : the 
feirate decreed him a fplendid triumph, triumphal- 
arches were crcSed to his honour, and annual games 
inftituteci to commemorate his vi dories. In the 
mean time, the war was vigoroufly profecuted by 
Plautius and bis lieutenant Vefpafian, who, record- 
ing to Suetonius, fought thirty battles with the ene- 
my, and by that means reduced a part of the i0and 
into the form ofa Roman province. However, this war 
broke out afreih under the governtnent * p. 
ofOftorius, who fucceeded Plautius. The ^' ^-5^* 
Britons, either defpifing him for want of experience,^, 
or hoping-to gain advantages over a perfon newly 
come to command, rofe up in arms, and difclaim- 
ed the Roman power. The Iceni, the Cangi, and 
the Brigantes, made a powerful refinance, though 
they were at length overcome ; but the Silures, or 
inhabitants of South Wales, under their king Ca- 
radacus, wffere the moft formidable opponents the 
Roman generals had ever yet encountered. Thi5^ 
brave barbarian not only made a gallant defence^ 
but often feemed to claim a doubtful viQory. He,, 
with great conduS, removed the feat of warjinto the 
moft inacceiTrble parts of the couijtry,, and for nine 
years kept the Romans in continual alarms; 

TWs. general, however, upon the approach of Of. 
torius, finding himfelf obliged to coirjc tp a dccifive 
engagement, ad^refled his countrymen ^ith csAtrt 
refolution ; telling them, that this battle would 
cither eftablifh their liberty, or confirm their fervi- 
tude : 'that they ought to remember the bravery cf 
their anceflors^ by whofe valour they ^vere delivered' 

from;;. 



d by Google 



oaS THE HISTORY OF THE 

from taxes aad tributes, and that this was the time 
to fhew themfelves equal to their progenitors. No- 
thing, however, that undifciplined valour Could per- 
form, could avail agaipft the condufl: of the Roman 
legions. After an obftinate fight,^ the Britons were 
entirely routed ; the wife and daughter of Caradacus 
were taken prifoners ; and he himfelf feeking refuge 
from Cartifmandua, queen of the Brigantes, was 
treacheroufly delivered up to the copquerors. When 
he was brought to Rome, nothing could ^ceed the 
curibfity of the people, to behold a man who had, 
for-fo many years, braved the power <^{ the empire* 
On his part, he teftified no marks of bafedejedioo; 
but, as he was led through the ftreets, happening to 
obferve the fplendor of every objefi around him j 
** Alas," cried he, ** how is it pofliblc, that people 
** poffefled of fuch magnificence at home, could 
** think of envying Caraaacus an humble cottage in 
•* Britain!'* When he was brought before the em- 
peror, while the other captives fued for pity, with 
the mod abjed lamentations, Caraftacus ftood before 
the tribunal with an intrepid air, and feemed rather 
willing to accept of pardon, than meanly folicitous 
offuing for it. "If," cried he, towards the end of 
his fpecch, ** I had yielded immediately, and with- 
" out oppofition, neither my fortune would, have 
,«* been remarkable, nor your glory memorable : you 
** would have ceafed to be viftorious, and I had hi^n 
** forgotten. If now, therefore, you (pare my life, 
<* I (hall continue a perpetual example of -yourcle* 
** niency." Claudiiis had the geherofity to pardon 
hijTi, and Oftoriiis was decreed a triumph, which, 
however, he did not live to enjoy, 

Claudius gave in the beginning of his reign the 
higheft hopes of an happy continuance ; but he loon 
began to leffen his care for the public, and to com- 
mit to his favourites all the concerns of the empire. 
This wcak^dnce had from his infancy been in aftate 
' * • ^ of 
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of pupilage; and now, when called to govern, he 
was unaWe to aft but under the direftion of others. 
The chief of his inftrudors was his wife, Meffalina, 
whofe name is almoft become a common appellatioii* 
for women of abandoned charaSers. ^ 

By her was Qaudius urged on to conimit cruehies 
which he confidered only as wholefqme feverities, 
while her debaucheries became everyday more nor 
torious, and her lewdnefs exceeded what had ever 
been feen in Rome* Her crimes and enormities, 
however, being at length difcovered, (he, together 
with her paramour, Caius Silius, fuffered that death 
they fo juftly deferveA 

Claudius took for his fecond wife Agrippina, the 
daughter of his brother Germanicus, a woman of a 
cruel and ambitious fpirit, whofe whole aim being 
to procure the fucceffion for Nero her fan, by a for- 
mer nuirriage, treated Claudius with fucb haughti- 
nefs, that he was heard to declare, when heated with 
wine, that it was his fate to fuflFer the diforders of 
his wives, and to be their executioner. This ex- 
preilion funk deep on her mind, and engaged alHier 
faculties to pM*event the blow. She, therefore, re- 
folved not to defer a crin>e which (he bad meditatecf 
along while before ; which was, to poifon him* 
She for fome time,' however, debated with herfelf in 
what manner (he ibould adminifter the poifon; a> 
(he feared too ftrong a dofe would difcover her trea- 
chery, and one too weak might fail of its effefk. 
At length (he determined upon a poifon of fingular 
efficacy to deftroy his' intclfeas, and yet not fuddenly 
to t^minate his life. As (he had been long con- 
verfiint in this horrid prafticc, (he applied to a" wo- 
man called Locufta, notorious' fof affifting on fuch 
occafions. The poifon wa^ given the emperor among 
mufh rooms, a difli he was particularly fond of. 
Shortly after having eaten, he dropped down infen- 
fible; but this caufed no alarm, as it was ufuil with 

him 
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him to fit eating till he had flupified ail his faculties, 
and was obKged to be carried oflF to his bed from the 
table. However, his conftitutioa feenned to-over- 
con(ie the e£Feds of the potion, when Agrippina re- 
folved to make fure of him ; wherefore (he dire6^ 
a wretched phyfician, who was her creature, to 
thruft a poHoQed feather down bis throat, under pre- 
sence of making him vomit, and this difpatched 
htm. . , 

U ^ Nero, though but feventeen years of 

* nQ7 ^5^ began his reign with the general ap- 
K T^tt P'^o^tion of mankind. He appeared juft, 
• 55* liberal, and humane: when a warrant foe 
theexecmion ofk criminal was ^brought Wm to be 
figned, he was h«ard to cry out, with feeming cSh"- 
cerft, " Would to heaven that I had never karned 
** to write!" v 

But as he increafed in years, his crimes feeRKd tf> 
increafc in equal proportion. The execution of his 
own mother Agrippin a was the firft alarming inftmce 
he gave of his cruelty. Haviirg atter»pted to get 
her drowned at fea, failing in this, he ordered her to 
be pot to death in her palace ; and coming in per- 
Yon to gaze upon the dead body, was heard to fay, 
that he never thought his mother had been fo hand^ 
fome. 

All the bounds of virtue being thus broken down, 
Nero now gave a loofe to his appetites, that Were 
Hot only fordid, but inhirmane. There feemed an 
odd contraft in his difpofition ; for while he prac- 
tifcd cruelties, which were fufficieiit toma^e the 
mind ihudder with horror, he was fond of thofe a- 
mufing arts that foften and refine^ the heart. He 
was particularly afldided, even from childhood, U> 
mu{ic,ind not totally ignorant of poetry; bm cha-^ 
riot-driving was his favourite purfuit; and all thcfc 
he frequently was fcen to exhibit in public. 

But 
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But it bacli)ecn happy for mutikihd, had he con- 
fined himfelf to thefe ; .and contented with being 
contemptible, fought not to become formidable alfo. 
His cruelties even outdid all his other extravagancies. 
He ifeemed even ftudious of finding out pleafure as 
well as crimes againft nature. Being attired in the 
liabitof.a woman, and covei^d with a yellow veil 
like a bride/ he was wedded with one of his abomi- 
nable companions, called Pythagoras, and again to 
his freeman Deriphorus. On the other hand, ththfr^re 
niight be every way deteftable, he became the huf- 
iund of a youth called Sporus, whom he had pre* 
vioufly cieprived of the marks of vtrrhty. A great 
part of the city of Rome was coofumed by fire in 
his' time, and moft hiftorians afcrihe the conflagra- 
tion to him. It is faid, that he ftood upon an nigh 
tower, during ^he continuance of the flames, enjoy- 
ing the fight, ^ repeating, in a player^s habit, 
and in a theatrical -manner, fomc verfes upon the 
deftruSion of Troy. As a proof of his guik upon 
thisoccafion, none were permitted to lend any af- 
fiftance towards extinguifhing the flames; and feve- 
ral perfons were feen fetting 6re to the boufes, al- 
1 edging, that they had orders for fo doing. How- 
ever this be, the eniperor ufed every art to throw 
the odium of fo deteftable an aftion from himfelf, 
and to fix it upon the Chriftians, who werp at that 
time gaining ground in Rome. Nothing could be 
more dreadful ihan the p^rfecution raifed ag$iail 
them upon this falfe accufation. Some were covered 
with the fltins of wild beafts^ and, in that figure, . 
devoured by dogs. Some were crucified ; and others 
bornt alive. " When the .daV was not fuificient for 
** their tortures, the flames in which they perilhed,*^ 
fays Tacitus, ** ferved to illimiinate the night," 
while Nero, drcflfed in the habit of a charioteer, re- 
galed himfelf with their tortures from his gardens; 

and 



Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



»5i THE HISTORY OP THE 

and entertained the people, at one tfrne with their 
(ufTerings, at another with the games of the circus. 
In this perfecution St. Paul was beheaded ; and St. 
Peter was crucified with his head downwards ; which 
death he irhofe, as being more difhonourable than 
that of his divine mailen 

A confpiracy formed againft Nero and Piib, a man 
x>f great power and integrity, which was premature- 
ly difcovered, opened a new train of fuffHcion that 
dt&mytd niany of the principal families in Rome. 
The two moft remarkable perfonages who fell on. 
this occafion were Seneca the philofopher, and Lucan 
the poet, who was his nephew. Nero, either having 
real teftimony againft him, or elfe hating him for 
his virtues, fent a tribune to Seneca, informing him 
that he was fufpeSed as an accomplice. The^ tri- 
bune found the philofopher at table with Paulina his 
wife, and informing him of his bufinefs, Seneca re- 
plied without any emotion, that his welfare depended 
upon no man ; that be had never been accuftomed 
to indulge the errors of the emperor, and would not 
do it now. When this anfwer was brought to~Ncro, 
he demanded whether Seneca feemed afraid to die ; 
the tribune replying that he did not appear in the 
leaft terrified ; ** Then gp to him again, cried the 
emperor, ** and give him my orders to die." Ac- 
cordingly, he fent a centurion to Seneca, fignifying 
that it was the emperor's pleafure that he ihouJd 
die* , Seneca feemed no way difcompofed ; and was 
not unmindful of his conftancy. He endeavoured to 
confole his wife for his lofs, and exhort her to a life 
of perfetering virtue. But fhe feemed refolved on not 
furviving him, and preft her requcft to die*with him 
fo earneftly, that Seneca, who had long looked upon 
death as a benefit, at kft gave his confent, and the 
reins of both thefr arms wer^ opened at the fame 

^ lime. 
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time. As Seneca was old, and much enfeebled by 
the aufteritiesof his life, the Wood flowed but flowly^ 
fo that he caufed the veins of his legs and highs 
to be opened alfo. His pains ^ere long and violent, 
hut they were not capable of rcprefRng his fortitude- 
or his eloquence. He diOfated a difcourfe to two 
fecretaries, which was read with great- avidity after 
his death by the people, but-which has fmce perifh- 
ed in the wreck of time. His agonies being now 
drawn out to a great length, he at laft demanded 
poifoh from his phyfician ; but this aHb failed of its. 
effeQ, his body being already exhatHled, and in* 
capable of exciting its operation. He was from this 
carried into a warm bath, which only ferved to pro- 
long his.end ; at length, therefore, he was put into 
a dry ftove, the vapour of which quickly difpatched 
him. In the mean time, his^ wife Paulina, havings 
fallen into a fwoon with the lofs of bloody had her 
arms bound up by her domeilics, and by this means 
furvived her' hufband for fome years j but by her 
conduft during the reft of her Kfe, (he feemed always 
mindful of her own love and his example. 

The death of Lucan was not lefs remarkable. 
The veins of hi« arms being opened, after he had 
loft a great quimtity of blood, perceiving his hands^ 
and legs already dead, while the 'vital parts ftill con- 
tinued warm and vigorous, he called to mind a de- 
fcription in his own poem of the Pharfalia^ of a 
perfcn dying in fimilaf ciycumftances, and expired 
while he was repeating that beautiful paflage : 

** Nee ficut vulnere fanguls 
** Emicuit lentus.. Ruptis cadit undique venis 
** ——^Pars ultima trunci 
** Tradidit in cetum vacuos vitalibus artus, 
** At tumidos qua puimo jacet qua vifcera fervent 
*' Haeferaint ibi fata diu: LuSataque multum 
" Hacc 'm. parte, viri vii omnia membxa tulerunt.'*" 

Tht 
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Tj Q The death of Petronius about this 

g * / time, is too remarkable to be paft ov^er 
A T^'fif^ ^^ filcncc. This pcrfon, whom many mo- 
• " dern hiftori^ns fuppofe to be the author - 
of a work of no great merit, intitule^ Satyricon, 
which is ftill remaining, was an Epicurean, both ia 
■ principle and praSice, In fo luxurious a court at 
that of Nero, he was particularly noted for his re- 
finements in luxury. He was accufed of being priyy 
to Pifo's confpiracy, and committed to prifon. Pe- 
tronius coi;ld not endure the anxiety of fbfpenfe. 
Wherefore, he refolvcd upon putting himfelf to death; 
which he performed in a manner entirely fimilar to 
that in which he had lived. He opened his veins, and 
then clofed them as he thought lead painful, with 
the utmoft chearfulnefs and tranquillity. He con- 
verfed with his friends, not upon maxims of philofo-. 
phy, or grave fubjefts, but upon fuch topics as had ' 
amufed his gayeft revels. He liftened while they re- 
cited the lightefl poems ; and by.no aftion, no word, 
nor cnxumftance, fliewed the perplexity of a dying 
perfon. Shortly after him, Numicius Thermus wa^ 
put to death, as likewife Barea Soranus, and Paetus 
Thrafea.'The deftroying the twolaft, Tacitus caHs 
an attack upon virtue itfelf. Thrafea died in the . 
midfl of his friends and phiiofophers, converAng and 
reafoning on the nature of the foul. His wife who 
wa§ the daughter of the celebrated Arria, was de- 
firous of following her mother's example, but he dif- 
fuaded her from it. The death of the valiant Cor- 
bulo, who had gained Nero fo many viflories over 
the Parthians, followed next. , Nor did the emprefs 
Poppcaherfelfefcape, whom in a fit of anger, he 
kicked when flie Was pregnfjnt, by which (he mif- 
carried and died. At length, human nature grew 
weary of bearing her perfecutpr, and the whole world 
feemed to rouze, as if by common con fen t, to rid 
the ^arth of a monfter, 

Sergius 
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Sergius Galba, who was at that tirjiegeYernor of 
SpsUny was remiarkabJe fpr his wifdom in peace, and 
his courage in war; but as all talents under corrupt 
princes are dangerous, he for fome years had feeraed 
wilHng to court obfcurity, giving hinafelf up to an 
inaaiv<e life^ and avoiding all opportunity of fjgna^ 
lizing his. valour. \^ 

Bjut wijlin J to rid bis country of a monfter, he ac- 
cepted the invkation of Vindex to march with aa 
army txjwards Rome. The reputation of that gene- 
ral was fuch, that from the moment he declared 
againilNero, that tyrant confidered himfelf as un- 
done. He received the account as he was at fuppery 
and, inftantly ftruck with terror, overturned fheirar 
ble with his foot, •breaking two cryilal vafes of im- 
menfe value. He then fell into a fwoon,-from which, 
when he recovered, he tore his clothes, and (truck 
his head, crying out, ** that he was utterly un- 
" done.'* He now, therefore, called for Locuftil to 
&rniih him with poifoi) ; anfl thus prepared for the 
worfl, he retired to the Servelian gardens, with a 
retblution of flying into Egypt. Being prevented iti 
this, and the revolt becoming general, he went in 
perfon, from houfe to hou.fe, but all the doors were 
ftiit againft him, and none were found to anCwer his 
enquiries. Being now/educed to a ftate of defpera«» 
tion, he defired that one of his favourite gladiators 
inight come and difpatch him; but even in this re- 
queil, there was none found to obey. ** Alas," 
cried he, ** have I neither friend nor enemy !" And 
then running defperately forth, fccmed relolved to 
plunge headlong into the Tiber. But juft then his 
courage beginning to fail him, he made a fqdden 
flop ; as if willing to recoiled his reafon, and aiked 
for fome fecret place, where he might reaffume his 
courage, and meet death with becoming fortitude. 
In this diftrefs, Phaon, one of his freed men, offered 
kim his country-houfe, about four miles diflant, 

where ' 
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where he might, for fome rime,, remain concealed 
Nero accepted his oflrer v and, half dreffed as he was, 
with his head^ covered, stnd hiding his f«ce with his 
handkerchief^ he mounted on horfe-back,- attended 
fcy four of his domeftics, of whom the wretched 
^porus was one. His journey, though fliort, waj 
crowded With adventures. An earthcjuake gave him 
the firft alarm. The lightning from Heaven next 
fiafhed in his face. Round him he heard nothing 
but confufed noifes from the camp, and the cries of 
the foldiers, imprecating a thoufand evils upon his 
head. A paflenger^ meeting him on the way, cried, 
** There go men in purfuit of Nero." Another 
alked him, if there was any news of Nero in th« 
city. His horfe taking fright at a dead body, that 
lay near the road, he dropped his handkerchief, and 
a foldier who was near addrefled him by name. 
He now, therefore, quitted his horfe, an<l forfaKing 
the highway, entered a thicket, that led towards the 
back part of Phaon's houfe, . through which he crept, 
making the heft of his way among the reeds and 
brambles, with which the place was overgrown. Du- 
ring this interval, the- fenate finding the prstorian 
guards had taken part with Galba, declared him em- 
peror, and condemned Nero to die,** more majorum;'* 
that is, according to the cuftom of the ancient laws. 
When he was told of the refolution of the fenat^ 
againft4)im, he aflced the meffenger what was meant 
by being pujiifhed according to the rigour of the an- 
cient laws? To this he was anfwered, that the cri- 
minal v/as to be ftripped naked, his head was to be 
fixed in a pillory, and in that pofture he was to be 
fcourged to death, Nero was fo terrified at this, that 
he feixed two poniards, which he had brought with 
him, and examining their points, returned them to 
their fheaths, pretending, that the fiital mbment 
was not yetar ived. Hethen defired Sporus to be- 
gin the Jamentations which were ufed at funerals ; 

he 

Digitized by VjOQQIC 



H 



EMPIRE OF ROME. ijy 

he next entreated that foine of his attendants would 
die, to give him courage by his example ; and after* 
ivards began to reproach his own cowardice, crying 
out, ^* Does this become Nero ? Is this trifling weH 
** timed ? No, no, let, me be courageous." in faft, 
he'hadnotime to fpare, for the foldiers who«had 
been fent in purfuit of him^ were juft then approach- 
ing the houfe: wherefore, hearing <he foond of the 
horfes feet, he fet a dagger to his throat, with which 
by the affitlance of Epaphrodftus, his freedman, and 
fecretary, he gave himfelf a mortal wound. How*- 
cver he was not yet quite dead, when one of the 
centurions entering the room, and pretending he 
came to his.relief, attempt^ to flop the blood with 
his cloak. But Nero regarding him with a ftem 
countenance, faid, ** It is now too late. Is this 
** your fidelity ?'* Upon which, with his eyes fixed, 
and frightfully flaring, he expired, even/in death ^ 
ghaftly fpeCtacle of noxious tyranny. 

He reigned thirteen years, feven months, and 
twenty-eight days, and died in the thirty-fecond 
year of his age. 

' / Galba was feve;ity-two years old when -.^ ^ 
\A\t was declared emperor, and was then in ^^ 
^ Spain with his legions. However, he k r\ 'f: 
foon found that his being raifed to the * * ^' 
throne, was but an inlet to new difquictudes. He 
feemed to have three oiajefis in view. To curb the 
in folence of the foldiers, topunifh thofe vices which 
had come to an enormous height in the laft reign, 
and to replenifh the exchequer, which had beenquitc 
drained by the prodigality of his predeceflbrs. How- 
ever, permitting himfelf to be fforerned by favou- 
rites, he at one time fhewed himfelf fevefe and fru- 
gal ; at another, remifs and prodigal ; condemning 
fome illuftrious perfons, without any hearing; and 
pardoning others, though guilty. In confequcnc« 
of this, -many feditions were kindled, and feveral 

fadions 
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fskStitms promobed in different parts of the <&mpife 
but particukrly in Germany. 

Galba being informed of thefe comnsotions, was 
(enfible, that, befide his ag«, be was lefs refpeSed 
for want of an heir. He refolved, therefore, to pat 
what he had formerly defigncd in execiKion, a«^ 
to adopt fome picrfon, whofe virtnes might deferve 
fuch advancement, and *protea his : declining age 
from danger. His favourites underftanding his 
determination, inftantly refolved on giving him an 
heir of their own chufing ; fo that there arofe a 
great contention among them upon this occafion. 
Otho made warm application fo^ hirafelf, alledg- 
ing the great fervices he had done the emperor, as 
being the firft man of note who came to his affift- 
ance, when he had declared againft Ner-o. Ho«^- 
cYer, Galba, being fully refolved to confult th^ 
public good alone, rejected his fuit ; and, on a day 
appointed, ofdered Pifo Lucinianus tp attend him. 
The charafter given by hiftori^ns of Pifo is, that 
he was e^very way worthy of the honour defigned 
him. He was no way reiated to Galba ; and had 
no oth^r interest but merit to recommend him to 
his favour. Taking this y(?uth, therefore, by the t 
hand, in the prefence of bis friends, he adopted 
him to fucceed iathe empire, giving him the moft 
Wholefome leffons for guiciing liis future conduft. 
Pifo's condu<a flievved tliat he was highly deferving 
this diftirxflion : in ail his deportment there ap- 
peared much modefty, firmnefs, and equality of 
mind, as' befpoke him rather capable of difcharg- 
ing, than ambitious of obtaining, his prefent dig- ' 
nity. But the army and the fenate did not feem 
equally difinterefted upon this occafion ; they had 
been u> long ufed to bribery and corruption, that 
they could now bear naemperor, who was not (r a 
capacit/of fatisfying their avarice. The adoption. 
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therefore of Pifo was but colcHy received ; for his 
virtues were no recommendation in a nation of uni- 
verfal depravity.' 

Oiho, who had long been a favourite of Galba, 
and hoping to . be adopted his fucceflbr in the em- 
pire, finding his hopes •difappointed, and ftill fur- 
ther ftimulated by the immenfe load of debt which 
he had contrafted by his riotous way of living, re- 
folved upon obtaining the empire by force, fmce he 
could not by pea«eable fucceffion. Having corrupt- 
ed the fidelity of the foldiers, he ftole fecretly from 
the emperor, while he was facrificing ; and aflem- 
bling-the foldiers, in a fliort fpeech, urged the cruel- 
tics, and the avafice of Galba. Finding his invec- 
tives received with univerfal fhouts by the whole 
army, he entirely threw off the maik, and avowed 
his intentions of dethroning him. The foldiers 
being ripe for fedition, immediately feconded his 
views, and taking Otho upon their Ihoulders, im- 
mediately declared him emperor ; and, to ftrike the 
citizens with terror,, carried him, with their fwords 
drawn, into the camp. 

Soon after, findir^ the emperor in fome meafur^, 
deferted by his'adherents, the foldiers rufhed in upon 
him, trampling the crowds of people that then 
filled the forum, under foot. Galba feeing them 
approach, feemed to recolleft iill his former forti- 
tude; and bending his head forward, bid the, af- 
faflins ftrike it off, if It were for the good of the 
people. This was quickly performed ; and his head 
being fet upon the point of a launce, was prefentdd 
to Otho, who ordered it to he contemptuoufly car- 
ried round the camp ; his body remaining unburied in 
the ftreetf , till it w^s interred by one of ^^''s . y^ ^ 
flaves. He died in the feventy third year ^^' 

of his age, after a Ihort reign of fev^n months ; as 
illuftrious by his own virtues, as it was contami- 
nated 
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.nated by the vices of his favourites^ who'^ihared^ia 
Jiis downfall. 

Olhqi, who was now cleQed cn^peror, began his 
j-eign, by a fi^nal inftance of ctemencyi in pardoning 
Marius Celfus, who had been -highly favoured by 
Galba ;, and not content with barely iorgivingi he 
advanced him to the higheft honours; aflerting, 
that *• fidelity defcrved every reward,** 

Inthe^nean time, the legions in Lower <xerma- 
:ny, having been . purchafed by the large gifts and 
-fpecious promifes of Vitellius their ^general, iverc at 
4en|(th induced to proclaim him their en>peror ; and 
regardlefs of the fenate, they declared that they had 
an equal right to appoint to 4hat high ftation, with 
the cohorts at Rome. 

Oiho departed from Rome with all hafte to give 
Vitellius battle. The army of Vitellius, which 
confifted of feventy thoufand men, was commanded 
by his generals Valens and Cecina, he himfelf re- 
maining - in Gaul, in order to bring up the reft of 
his forces. Both fides haflened to meet each other 
with fo much animofity and precipitation, that three 
confide rable battles were fought in the fpace of three 
days. One near Placentia, another near Cremona, 
and a third at a place called Caftor ; in all which 
Oiho'and the Romans had the advantage. But thefe 
fucceffes were but of fliort-lived continuance, for 
Valens and Cecina, who had hitherto afted fepa- 
rately, joined their forces, and reinforcing their 
armies with frefh fupplies, refolved to come to a 
general engagement. In this, Otho's forces were 
totally overthrown, and he Wiled himfelf fliortly 
after, having relgne<l three months apd five days. 
ATypf^ Vitellius was immediatety after declar* 
• 7^" ed emperor by the fenate, and received 
. the marks of diftindion which were now accuftom' 
ed to follow the appointments of the ftrongeft fide. 

Upon 
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Upon his arrival at Rome, he entered the city, 
not as a place he came to govern with jufticCj^ but 
as a town that was become his own by the I^ws of 
conqueft. 

Vitcliius ibon gave himfelf up. to all kinds of 
luxury and profufenefs ; but eluttony was' his fa- 
vourite vice ; fo that he brought liimTelf to an habit 
of vomiting; in order to be able to renew his meala 
at pleafure. His entertainments, though feldbm at 
his own. coft, were prodigioufly ex'penfive ; he fre- 
quently invited himfelf to the tables of his fubjeSs, 
breakfafting with one, dining with another, and 
ihpping wjth a th;rd, all in the fame day. 

By the continuance of fuch vices, added to enor- 
mous cruelties, he became, not only a burden to 
him(elf, but odious to all mankind. Thus, having 
become infupportable to the inhabitants of Rome, 
the legions of the eaft, who had at firft acquiefced 
Ml his dominion, beg^n to revolt ; and fhortly af- 
ter, unanimoufly refolved to make Vefpafian em- 
peror. 

During the preparations againft him, Vitellius, 
though buried in floth and luxu/y, was refolved to 
make an effort to defend the empire ; wherefore, his 
chi^f commanders, Valens and Cecinna, were or- 
dered to make allpoflible preparations to refi ft the 
invaders. The firft army that entered Italy with an 
^hoftile intention, was under the command of An- 
tonius Primus, who was met by Cecinna, near Cre- 
mona. A battle was expeded to enfue ; but a nego« 
ciation taking place, Cecinna was prevailed upon to 
change fides, and declare for Vefpafian. His army, 
however, qpickly repented of what they had doAe ; 
and, impriioning their' general, attackecjl Antonius, 
though without a leadqr.- The engagement con- 
tinued during the whole night ; and, in the morning, 
after a (hort repaft, both armies engaged a fecond 
time ; when .the fo|diers of Antonius faluting the 
M rifin<^ 
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rifing fun, according to cuftom, the Vitellians fop^ 
pofing .that they had. received new reinforcement^, 
be^opX themf^lves to flight, with, the lofs of thirty 
^'thoufand men. 

In the niean/tim^, Vitelliu^, who was, wallowing 

in all kinds.pthixury and^xcefs, made olFers to'VeC- 

pafian, ,of refigning. the empire, provided Ais life 

yrzs fpared, and a fuffici^t revenue allottetl for his 

furport. in order to. cnfofce^this requeft, he iffued 

from his palace in deep mourning, with all his do 

meftics weeping round nini. He then went to offer 

4he fword ol jufticc to.Cecilhis the ^onful; which he 

.refufing, the abjed enjperor prepared to lay down 

the enngns ^of enipire in the temple «of Concord.; 

: but ;bcing^intcrrupted by fome, wIk) cried.out, that 

he himfelf was Concord, he refolved^ upon fo weak 

«n encouragement, ftill to maintaiil his power, and 

immediately prepared forhis defence. 

During tnis fluduation .of counsels, one Sabinus^ 
?wiio had advifed Vitellius to refign, perceiving his 
.4lerperate fituation, refolved, by a bold ftep, to 
oblige Vefpafian ; and accordingly feized upon the 
Capitol. jBut he^was premature in his attempt ; for 
the foldierSrOf Vitellius attacked him with great foryj 
und prevailing by their mifnbers, foon laid that 
beautiful builmng in arflies. . During this dreadful 
conflagration, viteilius was feaftingin the palace of 
Tibenus, and beholding all the horrors ot the a£» 
Taiilt with great fatisfaftion. Sabimis was taken pri- 
rpner; and Ihortly after executed by the emperoft 
qomtnand. Young Domitiah, his nephew, who 
wdfafterwards emperor,. efcaped by flight, in the 
hjl^t of a ptiell ; and all the reft who furvived the 
il^c, were . put ta the fword. 

J3(it Antonius, Vefpa(ian*« commander^ being 
arrived before the wafis of the city, the forces of Vi- 
teHius refolved upon defending it to the ^utmoft ex* 
tremity. !lt was attadked, oq three fides, with the 

utmo^ 
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titmoft fury; while the army within, nrilyilng. upon 
the befiegers, defended it with equal obflinacy.t The 
battle iafted a whole day ', till, at laft, the befieged 
were driven into the city, and a dreadful flau^hter 
made of them in all the ftreets which they vainly at- 
tempted to defend. 

Vitellius was foon found hidden in an -obfcure 
corner, from whence he was taken by a party of the 
conquering foldiers. Still, however, willing to add 
a few hour^^ttiore to his miferable life, he begged to 
be kept in prifon till the arrival of of Vcip$fiah at 
Rome, pretending that he had fecrets. of importance 
to difcover. But his intreaties were vain : . the fol- 
diers binding his hands behind him, and throwing 
an halter round his neck, led him along,, half naked# 
into the public forum, upbraiding him, a^ they 
proceeded, with alt thofe bitter reproach)6$ their 
malice could fuggeft, or his own cruelty might de- 
ferve. At length, being come to the place of pu- 
niifament, they killed him with many blows: and 
then dragging the dead body through the Arrets 
with an hook, they threw it, with all poffible ignp- 
miny, into the river Tyber. . - 

Vefpafian was now declared emperor^ AD*? 
by the unanimous confent, both of the *'^* 

fenate and the army, and dignified with all tho(e 
titles, which now followed rather the power than 
the merit of thofe who were appointed to govern. 

Having continued fome months at Alexanciria, In 
Egypt, where, it is faid, he cured a blind and a 
lame man by torching them, he fet out for Rome, 
giving his fon Titais.the command of the army diat 
was to lay fiegc to Jerufalem, while himfelf went 
forward, and was met many miles from Rome by all 
the fenate, and near half the inhabitants, who gave 
the fincereft teftimonies of their joy, in having an 
emperor of fuch great and experienced virtues. Nor 
did be^ in the leaft, difappoint their exoe^tions ; 
M^ ~ bcinj 
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bemg equally affidoous in rewarding merit, and 
pardoning his adverfaries ; iii reforming the man« 
ners of the citi<zen$, and fetting them the beft ex* 
^am^ Ki his own. 

rin tlie mean time, Titus carried on the war againft 
the Jews with vigour. This obftinate and infatuated 
people >had long refolved torefift the Roman power, 
vainly hoping to 'find proteQion from Heaven, which 
their impieties had utterly offended. Their own 
ihiilorian reprefents them, as arrived at the higheft 
-pkch of iniquity ; while famines, earthquakes, and 
prodigpies, all confpired to forewarn their approach- 
ing ruin. Nor was it fufficielit that Heaven and 
.earth feemed combined againft them ; they bad the 
; moft bitter diffenfions among themfelVes ; and were 
fplit in two parties, that robbed and deftroyed 
^ach other with impunity ; ftill pillaging, and, at 
the fame time, boafting their zeal for the religion 
vOf their anceftors. 

At- the head of one of-thefe parties was an incen- 
diary whofe name was John. This fanajtic afiPeS- 
cd iW^rcign pcfwer, and filled the whole city4)f Je-' 
rufalem, and all the towns around with tumult 
^nd pillage. In a fhort time, a new faSion arofc, 
headed by one Simon, who gathering together mul- , 
titudes of robbers and murderers, v/ho had fled to 
;the mountains, attacked many cities and towns, 
and reduced all Idumea into his power. Jerufalem, 
at length, became the Aeatre, in which thefe twt> 
demagogues began to exercife their mutual animo* 
fity 5 John was poffeffed of the temple, nvhile Si- 
mon was admitted into the city ; both equally etH 
raged againft each other ; while flaughter and de- 
vaftation followed their pretenfipris. Thus did a dty 
formerly celebrated for peace and unity, become the . 
feat of tumult and confufion. 

It was in this miferable fituation that Titus be- 
gan his^p^rations within about fix furlongs :of the 

city 
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city of Jerufalem, during the feaft of the Paflbver, 
when the place was filled with an iafinit^ multiA 
tode of people, who had come from all parts to ce- 
lebrate t^hat great fofemnity. The approach.of th« 
Rornahs produced a temporary leconciKation be- 
tween the contending fjiSions within the city 5 f<i>' 
that they unanimoufly reft>Ived to oppofe the com^ 
mon enemy fir^, and then decide their domeftic 
quarrels at a more convenient feafon;^ Their firft 
fally, which was made with much fiiry a»nd refohi- 
tion,, put the befiegers into great difiDirdef, and ob- 
liged them to abandon their camp, and fly to the 
mountains. However, rallying immediately after^ 
the Jew6 were forced back into the city ^ while 
Titus, in perfon, .(hewed great inflances of valour 
and conduJ*. 

Thefe advantages over the Romans j only renewed 
in th^ bfefiegcd their deftres of private revenge. A 
himuh enftied in the temple^ in which feveral of 
both panics were flain : and -in this manner, upon 
every remiffioiii from withetit, the faftlons of Jtehii 
and Simon violently raged againft each other -mtb* 
in ; agreeing only m their reforution to defend iht 
tity againft the Romans.^ 

The city was ftrongly fortified by three walb on 
every fide, except where it was fenced by deep val- 
lies, Titus began by battering down the outward 
wall, which, after much fatigue and danger, he 
efFeSed ; all the time (hewing the greateft clemency 
to the Jews, and oflFering them repeated afTurances of 
pardon. Five days after the commencement of th« 
iiege, Titus broke through the fecond wall^ and, 
though driven back by the be(ieged, he recovered 
his ground, and made preparations for battering the 
third wall, which was their laft defence. But firft 
he fent- Jofephus, their countryman, into the city, to 
exhort them to yield, who ufing all his eloquence 
to perfuade them, was only reviled with feoffs and 
JR43 reproaches. 
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reproaches. The ficge was now, therefore, carried 
on with greater vigour than before^ feveral battcric* 
for engines were ratfed, which were no fooner*built# 
than cfeftroycd by the enemy #* At length it 'was re- 
folved in council, to furround,the whole city with a 
trench, and thus prevent all relief and fuccours frcmi 
abroad. This, which was quickly executed, feem- 
«d no way to intimidate the J^ws. Though famine 
and pefiilence, its neceflary attendant, Segan now 
to make the moft horrid ravages among them^ yet 
this defpcrate people ftill refolved to hold out. He 
now cut down all the woods within a confiderable 
diftance of the city, and caufirig more batteries tob^ 
raifed, he, at length, battered down the wali^ and 
in five da^s entered the citadel by force. The Jews, 
howevef, cohtined to deceive themfelves with ab- 
'furd aril^^ falfe expe£tations, while many falfe pro- 
4>hets deludednthe multitude, delaring, they (hoqld 
foon have affiftance from God, The heat of th« 
battle' was now, therofore, gathered round the inner 
wall of the temple, while the defendants defperately 
combated from the top. Titus was willing to fave 
this beautiful ftrudure. But a foldier calling a brand 
into fome adjacent buildings, the fire communicated 
to the temple, and, notwithftanding the utmoft en- 
deavours oil both fides, the whole edifice was quickly 
confumed. The fight of the temple in ruins, effec- 
tually fer^cd to damp the ardour of the Jews. They 
now began to perceive, that Heaven had forfakea 
them,^ while their cries and lamentations echoed 
from the adjacent mountains. Even tliofe who were 
almoft expiring, lifted up their dying eyes to bewail 
the lofs . of their temple, which they valued more 
than life itfelf. The moft refolute, however, ftill 
endeavoured to defend the upper and ftronger part 
of the city, named Sion ; but Titus with his bat- 
terin^ engines, foon made himfelf entire mafter of 
the place. John and Simon were taken from the 

Tauhs^ 
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v^tts where they had concealed themfeWes ; the for- 
mer was condemned to perpietualimprifohriient, and 
th?e latter referved to ^ace the conqueror's tri- 
umph. The ^reateft part of the populace were put 
to the (word, and the city, was, after a fixth m6nth*s 
fiegc, entirely razed by the plough ; fo that, ac- ■ 
wording to our Saviour^a prophecy, not one ftone 
remained upon another* The numbers who perifh-* 
cd in this fiege, according to Jofephus, amounted 
tQ above a million of fouls, and the captives to al- 
nioft an hundred thoufand, - \ ■ t 

Upon the taking of Jerufalem, his foldiers would 
have crowned Titus as conquerof, but he modeflly 
refufed the honour, alledging, that he was only an 
inftroment in the hand of Heaven, <hat manifeftly 
declared its wrath agajnft the Jews. At Rome,^ 
however, all* men's mouths were filled with the 
praifespf the conqueror, who had oot only (hewn 
himfelf an excellent general, but a courageous com- 
batant : his return, therefore, in triumph/ which h« 
did W^ith'his- father, was marked W4th all the magni- 
ficence and joy ^hat was in the power of ijien to 
cxprefs. All things that were efteemcd valuable or 
beautiful anK)ng men, were brought to adorn this 
great occafiop. Among th^ rich fpoiU were ex- 
pofed vaft'iquantities of gold, taken out of thetem- 
pie ;^ but the Book of the Holy Law was not the 
leaft remarkable among the magnificent profufion. 
This was the firft time that ever Rome faw the fa- 
ther and fon in triumph together. A triumphal arch 
was ereded upon this occafion, on which were dc- 
fcribed all the vifkories of Titus over the Jews, 
which remains almoftentire to this very day. Vefr 
pafian likewife buik a teniplc to Peace, wherein 
were deppfited moft of the Jewifh fpoils ; and hav- 
ing now calmed all commotions in every part of 
the empire, he (hut up the temple of Janus, which 
had been open about five or fix years. 

M 4 Few 
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Few emperors have received a belter charaScr 
from hiftorians' than Vefpafian, yet all his nume- 
rous aSs of generofity and magnificence/ could not 
preferve his charafter from the imputation of rapa- 
city arid avarice. He defcended to fomc very unu- 
fual and di(hoi;iourable impofts, even to the laying a 
tax upon urine. When his fon Titusremonftratcd 
againft the meannefs of fuch a tax, Vefpafian tak- 
ing a piece of money, demanded if the fmell of- 
fended him ; adding, that this very money was pro- 
duced by urine. 

Notwithftanding, having reigned ten years, loved 
by his fubjefts, and deferring their affe^on, he 
was furpriied with an indifpofition at Campania, 
which from the 'beginning he declared would be 
fatal; and, perceiving his end approaching, as he 
was juft going to expire, he cried out, that an era- 
teror ought to die (landing ; wherefore, raifing 
himfelf upon his feet^ hf expired in the hands of 
- thofe that fuftained him. 
^ xullj Titus being joyfully received as em- 
"^^y peror, began to feign with the pradicc 
of every^virtue that became a fovercign and a man. 
During the life or his father, there had been many 
imputations againft him^ both for cruelty, luft, and 
prodigality ; but upon his exaltation to the throne, 
he fe^med entirely to take leave of his former vices, 
and became an example of the greateft moderation 
and Ijumanlty. His firft ftep towards gaining the 
afEe6Hons of his fubjefts,, was his moderating his paf^ 
fions, and bridling his flrong inclinations. He had 
long loved Berenice, fitter to Agrippa, king of Ju- 
daea, a woman of the greateft beauty, and refined al- 
lurements. But knowing that the connexion with 
her was entirely difagreeable tathe people of Rome, 
he gained a vi^dry over his affeSions, and Tent her 
away, notwithftanding their mutual paffion, and the 
many arts ihe ufedto indyce him to change his re- 

folutions. 
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Solutions. He next difcarded all thofe, who had 
been the former minifters of his pleafures, and for- 
bore to countenance the companions of his loofer 
^recreations, though he had formerly taken great 
pains in the feleSion. This moderation, added to 
liis iuftice and generofity, procqred him the love 
ofall good men, and the appellation of the Delight 
of Mankind ; which all his anions fcemed calcu- 
lated to enfure. 

Titus took particular care to punifh all informers, 
falfe witpeflcs, and promoters of diffenfion. Thofe 
wretches, who had their rife in the licentioufnefs 
and impunity of former reigns, were now become fo 
numerous, that their crimes called loudly for punifli- 
tnent. Of thefe, therefore, he daily made public 
examples ; condemning them to be fcourged in the 
tnoft public flreets ; next to be dragged through the 
theatre, and then to be baniflied into the uninhabited 
parts of the empire, or fold as {laves. His courtefy 
and readiAefs to do good, have been celebrated even 
by Chriftian writers ; his principal rule being, never 
to fend any petitioner diflatisfied away. One night, 
recolleding that he had done nothing beneficial to 
mankind the day preceding, he cried out, among his 
friends. ** I have loft a day !'* A fentence too re- 
markable not to be univerfally known. 

Learning that two noblemen had confpirftd againft 
him, he readily forgave them, and the next day, 
placing them next himfelf in the theatre, he put the 
(words with which the gladiators fought into their 
hands, demanding their Judgment and approbation, 
whether they were of fufficient length. 

In this reign, an eruption of mount Vefuvius did 
tonfiderable damage, overwhelming many towns, 
and throwing its afhes into countiies more than an 
hundred miles diftant. Upon this memorable oc- 
cafion, Pliny the naturalift loft his life ; for being 
impelled by too eager a curiofity to obferve the 
M 5 OTuption, 
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eruption, he yras fuSbcated in the flames. There 
happened alfo about this time a 6re at Rome, which 
continued three days and nights fucceflively, being 
followed by a plague, in which ten thoufand men, 
were buried in a day. The emperor, however, did 
all that lay in his power to repair the damages fuP- 
tained by the public ; and, with refpeft to the city, 
declared that he would take the whole lofs of that 
upon himfelf. 

Thefe difafters were, in fomc niieafure counterba- 
lanced by the fuccefles in Britain, under Agricola. 
This excellent general having been fent into that 
country towards the latter end of Vefpafian's reign, 
fliewed ^imfelf equally expert in qucMing the rcfrac. 
torv, and civilizing thofe who had formerly fubmit- 
^ed to the Roman power. The Ordoviccs, or inha- 
bitants of North Wales, were the firft that were fub- 
dued. He then made a defccnt upon Mona, or the 
ifland of Anglefey, which furjendered at difcretion. 
Having thus rendered himfelf mafter of the whole 
country, he took every method toreftoredifcipline to 
his own army, and to introduce fome (hare of politc- 
nefs among thofe whom he had conquered. He cx^ 
horted them, both by advice and example, to build 
temples, theatres^ and (lately houfes. He caufed 
the fons of their nobility to be inftruSed in the li- 
beral^arts ; he had them taught (he Latin language^ 
and induced them to imitate the Roman modes of 
drefs and living. Thus by degrees, this barbarous 
people began to aflume the luxurious manners of 
the conquerors, and, in fome time, even to outdo 
them in all the refinements of fcnfual pleafure. Up- 
on account of thefe fuccefles in Britain, Titus was 
faluted imperator the fifteenth time ; but he did not 
long furvive this honour, being furprifed by a violent 
fever at a little diftance from Rome. He expi- 
red fhortly after, but not without fufpicion of 
treachery from his brother Domitian^ who bad long 
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wiftied to govern. His de^tb was in the forty-firft 
year of his age, having reigned two years, two 
months^ and twenty days. , 

. The^ beginning of Domitian's reign a D 81 
was univerfally acceptable to the people, 
as be appeared equally remarkable for his clemency^ 
liberality andjuftice. 

But he foon began to (hew the natural deformity 
of his mind. Inftead of cultivating literature, as 
his father and brother had done, he negleSed all 
kinds of ftudy, addidling himfe.lf wholly to nieaner 
purfuits, particularly archery and gaming. He was 
fo very expert an archer, that he would frequently 
caufe one of his flaves to ftand at a great diftancc, 
with his hand fpread as a mark, and would ftioot hi5 
arrows with fuch exafltnefs, as to flick them all be- 
tween his fingers. He inftituted three forts of con- 
teils to be obferved every five years ; in mufic, 
horfemanihip, and wreftling ; but at the fame time 
be banilhed all philofophers and mathematicians 
from Rome. No emperor before him entertained 
the people with fuch various and expenfive (hows. 
During thefe diverfions, he diftributed great rewards^ 
fitting as prcfident him(elf, adorned with a purple 
robe and crown, with the priefts of Jupiter, and the 
college of Flavian priefts about him. The meanneft 
of bis occupation in folitude, was a juft contraft to 
his exhibitions of public oftentation. He ufually 
fpent his hours of retirement in catching flies, and 
flicking them through with a bodkin ; fo that ofte of 
" his fervants being aiked if the emperor were Alone, 
anfwered, that he had not fo much as a fly to bear 
him company. 

His vices feemed every day to cncreafe with ' the 
duration of his reign. His ungrateful treatment of 
Agricola feemed the firft fymptoms of his natural 
malevolence. Domitian was always particularfy fofid 
of obtaining a military reputation, and tHe'refore 

^ealoui 
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jealous of it in others. He had marched fome time 
before into Gaul; upon a pretended expedition 
jigainft theCatti, a people of Germany ; and, with- 
out ever feeing the enemy, rcfolvedto have' the ho- 
nour of a triumph upon his return to Rome. For 
that purpofe, he purchafed a number of (laves whom 
he dreffed in German habits, and at the head of this 
Oiiferable proceffion, entered the city, amidft the 
apparent accliamations, and concealed contempt, of 
all his fubjeas. The fuccefles, therefore, of Agri- 
cola in Britain, affefted him with an extreme degree 
of envy. This admirable general purfued the ad- 
vantages which he had aheady obtained. He fub- 
dued the Caledonians ; and overcame Gatgacus, t^ 
Britifti chief, at the head of thirty thoufand men ; 
and afterwards fending out a fleet to fcour the coaft, 
firft difcovered Great Britain to be an ifland. H« 
likewife difcovered and fubdued the Orkneys ; and 
thus reduced the whole into a civilised province of 
the Roman empire. When the account of thefe fuc- 
cefles werebrdught toDomitian, he received it with 
fi feeming pleafure, but real uneafinefs. He thought 
Agricola's rifing reputation a tacit reproach upon his 
own inaSivity ; and inftead of attempting to emu- 
late, he refolved to fupprefs the merit of his fervices. 
He ordered him, therefore, external marks of appro- 
bation ; and took care that triumphant ornaments, 
ftatues, and other ]|ii6nours, fhould be decreed him $ 
but at the fame time he removed him from his com- 
mand, under a pretence of appointing him to the 
government of Syria. Bjr thefe means, Agricola 
Surrendered up his province to Saluftius Lucullus, 
but fodn found that Syria wasotherwife difpofed of. 
Upon his return to Rome, which was privately, and 
by night, he was coolly received by the emperor 5 
and dying ft>nic time alter in retirement, it was fup- 
* pofed bv fome that his end was haftened by Domi- 
tian's dire£)fion. 

^ Domitiaii 
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Domitian foon after found the want of fo expe- 
rienced a commander, in the many irruptions of the 
barbarous nations that furrounded the empire. The 
Sarmatians ip Europe, joined with thofe of Afia, 
made a formidable invalion, at once deftroying a 
whole legion, and a general of the Roriians. The 
Dacidns^ under the conduQ of Decebalus their king, 
made an irruption, and overthrew the Romans in 
feveral engagements. At laft, however, the barba- 
rians were repelled, partly by force, and partly by 
theaffiftance of money; which only ferved to enable 
them to make future invafions with greater advan- 
tage. But in whatever manner the enemy might have 
1)een repelled, Domitian was refolved not to lofe the 
honours of a triumph. He returned in great fplen- 
dor to Rome ; and, not contented with thus triumph- 
ing twice without a viftory, he refolved to take the 
furname of Germanicus, for his conquefts over a 
people with whom he never contended. 

In proportion as the ridicule encreafed againft him, 
his pride feemed every day to demand greater hom- 
age. He would permit his flames to be made only 
of gold and filver; heaffumed to himfelf divine ho- 
nours; and ordered that all men fhould treat him 
with the fame appellations which they gave to the 
divinity. His cruelty was not behind his arrogance; 
lie caufed numbers of the moft illuftrious fenators, 
ftod others, to be put to death, upon the moft trifling 
pretences. One -ffilius Lama was condemned and 
executerf a«^y for jefting, though there was neither 
BftyeHy nor pc^j^ancy in his humour. Cocceanus 
was miirdered only fbr celebrating the nativity of 
Otho. fooyporianus fhafed the fame fate, becaufe 
h was fof^ord by an aftrologer that he fhould be 
emperor. Saluftius LttCuHus, his lieutenant in Bri- 
tain, was deftfoyed only for having given his name 
to a new fort of launces of his own invention, Ju- 
jriius RuiHcjis died for publifliing a book, in which 

he 
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he commended Thrafea and Prifcus, two philoft>- 
phers, who oppofed Vefpafian's coming to the throne. 
Lucius Antonius, governor of Upper Germany, 
knowing how much the emperor was dciefted at 
home, refolved upon ftriktng for the throne ; and, 
accordingly, affumed the enfigns of imperial dignity. 
As he was at the head of a formidable army, his fuc- 
cefs remained a long time doubtful ; but a fuddeii 
overflowing of the Rhine, dividing his army, he was 
fet upon at that junfture by Normandus, the empe- 
rer's general, and totally routed. The news of .this 
viSory, we are told, was brought to Rpme, by 
fupernatural means, on the fame day that the battle 
was fought. Domitian's feverity was greatly en- 
creafed by this fhort-lived fuccefs^ Jn order to difco- 
ver thofe who were accomplices with the adverfe 
party, he invented new tortures; fometimes cutting 
off the hands, at other times thrufting fire into the 
privities of thofe whom he fufpefted of being his 
enemies. During his feverities, he aggravated his 
guilt by hypocrily, never pronouncing fentence with- 
out a preamble full of gentlencfs and mercy. The 
night before he crucified the comptroller of his houf-^ 
hold, he treated him with the moft feeming friend- 
fliip, and ordered him a diih of meat from his own 
table. He carried Aretinus Clemens with him in 
his ovvn litter the day he had concluded upon his 
death. He was particularly terrible to the fenate and 
nobility f the whole body of whom he frequently 
threatened to extirpate entirely. At one time^ he fur-, 
rounded the fcnate-houfe with his tr6ops, to the 
great confternation of the fena1 
refolved to amufe himfelf with 
fcrent manner. Having invited 
-tertainment, he received them 
the entrance of his palace, and 
a fpacious hall, hung round witl 
ated by a few melancholy lamps 
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oirly fuffiftient to fliew the horrors of the place. All 
around were to he feen nothing but coffins, with 
the names of each of the fenators written upon them, 
together with other obje£ls of terror, and inftriiments 
of execution. While the company beheld all thefe 
preparation with filent agony, feveraLmen, having 
their bodies blackened, each with a drawn fivord in 
one hand, and a flaming torch in the other, entered 
the hall, and danced round them. After fome time, 
when the guefts expefied nothing lefs than the moft 
jjiAant death, well knowing Domitian's capricious 
cruelty,- the doors were fet open, and one of the 
fervants came to inform them, that the emperor 
gave all the company leave to withdraw. 

Thefexi'uelties were rendered ftill more odious by 
his lull and evarice. Frequently, afteV prefiding at 
an execution, he would retire with the lewdeft pro- 
ftitutes, and ufe the fame baths which they did. 
The laft part of the tyrant's reign was more infup- 
portable than any of the preceding. Nero exercifed 
his cruelties without being a fpeSator ; but a prin- 
cipal part of the Roman miferies, during his reign j 
was to fee and be feen ; to behold the ft em air, and 
fiery vifage of the tyrant, which he had armed againft 
fahifhing by continued intemperance, direding the 
tortures, and malicioufly pleafed with adding poig- 
nance to every agony. 

But a period was foon to be put to this monfter's 
cruelties^ Among the number of thofe whom he at 
once careffed and fufpeSed, .was his wife Domitiai 
whom he had taken from ^lius Lama, her former 
hulband. It was the tyrant's method to put down 
the names of all fuch as he intended to deftroy in his 
tablets, which he kept about him with great circum- 
fpeSion. Domitia, fortunately, happening to get 
a fight of them, was ftruck at finding her own name 
ia the catalogue of thofe fated to deftrudion. ShQ 

(hewed 
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fliewed the fatal lift to Morbanus and Petronius, pra* 
kGts of the praetorian bands, who found thenifclves 
fet down; as likewifc to Steph^nus, the comptroller 
of the houfhold, who came into the confpiracy with 
alacrity. They fixed upon the eighteenth day of 
September, for the completion of their great at- 
tempt. Upon preparing to go to the bath on the 
morning of that day, Petronius, his chambeViain, 
came to inform him that Stephmus, the comptroller 
of the houfhold, defired to fpeak to him, upon an 
affair of the utmoft importance. The emperor 
having given orders that his attendants (hould retire, 
Stephanas entered with, his hand in a fcarf, which 
he had worn thus for fome days, the better to con- 
ceal a dagger, as none were permitted- to approach 
the empefor with arms. He began by giving infor- 
mation of a pretended conipiracy, and exhibited a 
paper, in which the particulars were fpecified. 
While Domitian was reading the contents, with an 
eager curiofity, Stephanus drew the dagger, and 
ftruck him in the groin. The wound not being mor- 
tal, Domitian caught hold of the aflfaffin, and threwr 
him upoh the ground, calling out for ailiftance. 
But Parthenius, with his freedinan, a gladiator, and 
two fubaltern officers, now coming in, they ran all 
furioufly upon the emperor, anddifpatched him with 
feven wounds. 

It is almoft incredible what feme writers relate 
concerning Appollonuis Tyaneus, who was then at 
Ephenus. This perfon, whom fome call a magi- 
cian, and fome a philofopher, but who more pro- 
bably was nothing more than an impoftor, was juft 
at the minute in which Domitian was flain, leSur- 
ing in one of the public gardens of the city. But 
flopping fhort, aH of a fudden he cried out, " Cou- 
" rage, Stephanus, ftrjke the tyrant." And then, 
after a paufe, ** Rejoice, my friends, the tyrant dies 
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^ this day; thbday do I fay ! ti^e. very moment in 
'** which I kept filenQe he fi^fFers for his crimes, he 
•' dies !'» 
^ Many more prodigies were faid to have portended 
his death; but the fate of fuch a monfter feemed to 
produce more preternatural difturbances, and more ^ 
prediSiohp than it defervedw The truth feems to be, 
that ^ belief in oniens and prodigies ^was again be* 
conae prevalent ; the people were ag^n relapfing 
into priftine barbarity: a, country of ignorance is 
ever the proper foil for an hacyeft of impofture. 

CHAP. xxm. 

- The five good Emperofs of Rome. 

SftXT \ [A. D. 96:3 

/Y V HEN it was publicly known that Domitian 
/was flain, the fenate began to load his memory with 
every reprottch. His ftatues were commanded to b^ 
laken down ; and a decree was made, that all his 
in(criptions fliould be erafed, his nam€ ftruck out 
of the regifters of Fame, and his funeral omkted. 
The people whonow took little part in the affairs of 
government, looked on his death with indiflference^ 
the foldiers alone, whom he had loaded with fa- 
vours, and enriched by largtffes, fincerely regretted 
th^ir benefaflor. 

The fenate therefore, refolved to provide a fuc- 
ceflbr before the army could have an opportunity of 
taking the appointment upon themfeives; and Coc- 
ccius Nerva was chofen to the empire the very day 
on which the tyrant was flain. He was of an illui- 
tripus family, as moft fay, by birth a Spaniard, 
and above fixty-five years old when he was called 
to the throne. He was, at that time, the moft re- 
markable man in Rome^ for his virtues, modera- 
tion. 
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tion, and refpcft to the Itws ; and he owed his exal- 
tation to the blameiefs condud of hb^ former life. 

The people being long . accuftoYned" to tyranny,- 
regarded Nervals gentle reign with rapture, and 
«vcn gave his imbecilitv (for his humanity was car- 
ried too far for juftice) the name of benevolence. 
Upon coming to the throne, he folemnly f^orc that 
no fenator of Rome fliould be put to deatfh by his 
command, during his reign, though they gave ever 
ib juft a caufe. This oath he fo religioufly obferved, 
that when two fenators had confpired his death; he 
ufed no kind of fe verity againft them; but fending 
for them, to fet them fee he wzs not ignorant of 
their defigns, he carried them with him to-the pub- 
lic theatre: there prefenting each a djigger, he de- 
fired them to (Irike, as he was determiaed not* MV 
ward off the blow. ^ , ^ \ 

During his (hort reign he made feveralgood I^s. 
He particularly prohibited ihe caftration of mftlc 
children; which had been likewite condemned by 
his predeceflbr, but not wholly removed • He put 
all thofe flaves to death,, who had, during the laft 
reign, informed againft their mafters. He permitted 
po ftatues to be ereded in his honour, and con- 
verted fuch of Domitian's 9s had been fpared by the ; 
fentte, into money. He fpld m»ny rich rofatsts, and 
much of the fplendid' furniture ot. the palaie, and 
retrenched feveral unreafonable.expencesat court; 
At the fame time, he had fo little regard for naoney, 
that when one of his fubjeds found a Jarge treafure^ 
and wrote to the emperor, how to difpofe of it, he 
received foranfwer, that he might ufe it; but the 
finder ftill informing the ^mperor that it was a for- 
tune too large for a private perfon, J^erva, admir- 
ing his honcfty, wrote him word, that then he 
might abufe it. 

A life 
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A lUe of fuch generofity and raildncfs; was not, 
however, without its enemies. Virgilius Rufus, who 
had oppofed him,, was not only pardoned, but^nadc 
his col^ague in the conftilfliip. Caipurnius Craflus 
alfoy. with fome others, formed a confpiracy to de- 
ftroyhim; but be refted fatisfied with baniihing 
thoie who were culpable,. though the fenate were for 
inflifting more rigorous punrflunents. But the moft 
dangepous infurreftionagainft his interefts, was frorn 
the prsetorian bands, who, headed hy Cafparius Oli- 
anus, infilled opon revenging the Jate emperor's 
death, whofc mcmorj^ wa« ftill dear to them, from 
his frequent liberalities. Nerva, whofe kindnefs to 
good men rendered him more obnoxious to the vi- 
cious, did all in his power to (lop the progrefs of 
ftis^infurredion; he prefented himfelf to the muti« 
nous foldiers, and opening his bofom, defired them 
to ftrike there, rather than be guilty of (a much in- 

S* iffice. The foldiers, however paid no regard to 
is remonftr^nces, but feixing.upon Petronius and 
Farthenius, (lew them in the mod ignominious man*- 
ner. Not content with this, they even compelled 
the emperor to approve of their fedition, and to 
make a (peech to the people, in which he thanked 
the cohorts for their fidelity. 

So difagreeable a rcftraint upon. the emperor^s 
inclinations^ was, in the end, attended with the 
moft ha^py eflFeSs,. as it caufed the adoption of 
Trajan to fucceed him. For ♦ perceiving that in 
the prefent turbulent difpofition of the times, he 
ftood in need of an a(fiftant in the empire, fetting 
afide all his own relations, he fixed upon Ulpius Tra* 
jan^ an utter ftranger to his family, who was then 
governor in Upper Germany, as his fuccefTor. And 
in about three months after, having put himfelf into 
a violent paffion with one Regulus, a fenator, he 
was fcized with a fever, of which he died, after 

a (hort 
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a lliort reign of one year, four months^ •and nlnt^ 
days. 

He was the firft foreign emperor who reigned in 
Rome, and juftly reputed a prince of great genero- 
fity and moderation. He is alfo celebrated for his 
wifdom, though with lefs reafon^ the greateft in- 
ftance he gave of it during his reigft, beings tht- 
choice of his fucceflbr, 

U C 8<i Trajan's family was originallf from' 
A* D 08 ^^*'y> ^"^ ^^ himielf was born at Seville, 
' ^ * in Spain. Upon being informed of the 
death of Nerva, he prepared tore<um to Rome, 
from Germany, where he was governor ; andoneof 
the firft ledures he received, upon his arrival, was 
from Plutarch, the philofopfaer, who had tl^ honour 
of being his matter, and is faid to have vmtten him^ 
a ktter to the fbUowing purpofct" Since your mc- 
** rits, and not your importunities, have advanced 
** you to the empire, permit me to congratulutt 
«< your virtues, and my own good fortune. If your 
" future government proves anfwerable to your.for- 
** mer worth, I ihall be happy. But if you become 
'* worfe for power, yours will be the danger, and- 
•* mine the ignominy of your coaduQ:, Tte errors 
•^ of the pupil will be charged upon his inftrudor.. 
•* Seneca is reproached for the enormities of Nero ;- 
•** and Socrates and Qjjintilian have not efcaped 
** cenfure for the mifconduft^ of their irefpeaivc 
*^ fcholars. But you have it in yoiir power to make 
'* me the moll honoured of men, by continuing 
*' what you arc. Continue the coxpmand of your 
•' paflions; and make virtue the fcope of all your 
V aftions. If you follow thefe inftruQions, then 
** will I glory in my having prefumed to give them^ 
** if you negleft what I offer, then will this letter be 
** my teftimony that you have not erred thro* the 
*' council and authority of Plutarch.'* I have in- 

ferud 
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jfertcdthis letter, whether genuine or not, be(caufe 
it feems to me well written ; and a ftriking pidure 
of this great pbilofopher's manner of addreffing that 
. beft of princes. 

This good monaVch's application to bnfinefs, his * 
moderation tohis enemies, his modcfty irt exaha-* 
tion, his Uberality to the deferving, and his fruga- 
lity in his own expcnces, have all been the fubjeO: 
of panegyric -among his cotemporaries ; and they 
continue to be the admiration of pofterity. 

Upon giving the praefeft pf the praetorian bands 
the fword, according to cuftom, he made ufe of 
this remarkable exprcffion ; ** Take this fword, and 
'** ufe it: if I have merit, for me; if otherwifc, 
*< againft me." After which, he added, that he 
-who gave laws vrzs the firft who was bound to ob* 
fetve them. 

The firft ivar he was engaged in after his coming 
Co the throne, was with the Dacians, who, during 
: the reign of Domitian, had committed numberleS 
ravages upon the -provinces of the empire. He 
-therefore raifed a powerful army^ and with great 
expedition marched into thofe barbarous countries, 
;wbere hewasvigorouflyoppofed by Decebahis, the 
Dacian.krng, who, for a lon^j time, withftood his 
boldeft eflForts. At lengtli, however, this monarch 
^being conftrained to come to a general battle, and 
no longer able to protraft the war, he was routed 
with great flaughter; though not without great 
lofs to the conquerors. The.Roman foldiers, upon 
this occafion, wanting linen to bind up their wounds,, 
the Emperor tore his own robes to fupply them. 
This viSory compelled thejenemy to fiie for peace, 
^hich they obtained upon very difadvantageous 
terms; their king coming into the Roman camp,' 
and acknowledging bimfelf a vaffal of the Roman 
'empire* 

Upon 
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Upon Trajan's return, after the ufual H-iumphs 
and rejoicings upon fuch an occafion wer^ over, 
he was furprifed with an account, that the Dacians 
had renewed hodiltties. Decebalus, their king^ was 
now, therefore, a fecond time, adjudged an enemy 
to the Roman ftate^ and Trajan invaded his domi- 
nions with an army equal to that with which he 
had before fubdued hinu But Decebalus, now grown 
more cautious by his former defeat, ufed every art 
to avoid coming to an engagement. He alfo put 
various ftratagems in praQice, todiftrefs the enemy; 
andj at one time, Trajan himfelf was in danger of 
being flain or taken. He alfo took Longinus, one of 
the Roman generals, prifoner, and threatened to 
kill him, in cafe Trajan refafed granting him terms 
of peace/ But the emperor replied, that peace and 
war had not their dependence upon the fafety of 
ojie fubjeft only ; wherefore Longinus, (brae time 
after, ileftroyed himfelf by a voluntary death. The 
fate of this general feemed to give new vigour to 
Trajan's operations* In order to be better enabled _ 
to invade the enemies terril^ories at pleafure, he un- 
dertook a mod (lupendous wotla, which was no 
lefs than building a bridge acrofs the Danube. This 
amazing ftruSurc, which was ihuSt over a deep, 
broad, and rapid river,* ton fifted of more than twen- 
ty-two arches, a^i hundred and fifty feet high, and 
an hundred and feventy broad : the ruins of this 
ftrufture which remain to thi& day, (hew modern 
architeas how far they were furpafled by the an- 
cients, both in. the greatnefs and the boldnefs of 
their defigns. Upon finilhing 
continued the war with great ' 
the meaneft of his foldiers the i 
paign, and continually encoun 
duty by his own example. By 
^ilhftanding the country was i 
vated^ and the inhabitants brave 
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iJucd the whole, and added the kingdom of Dacia^ 
.as a province to the Roman empire. Decebalu« v 
made fome attempts to efcape, but being furround- " 
<ed on every fide, he at laft flew himfelf, ^nd hi« 
head^wasfent immediately to Rome, to certify hia 
.misfortune there. Thefe fucceJDTes jfeemed to ad- 
vance the empire to a greater degree of Tplendor, 
than it had hitherto acquired. Ambafladors were 
feen to come from the interior parts of India, to 
.congratulate Trajan's fuccefs, and befpeak his friend- 
ihip. At his return to Rome, he entered the city ia 
triumph; and the rejoicings for his vidories lafted 
for the fpace of an hundred and twenty days. 

Having givjen peace and profperity to the em- 
pire, he continued his reign, loved, honoured, and 
.almoft adored, bv his fubje^. He adorned the city 
with public buildings; he freed it from fuch men 
as lived by their vices^ he entertained perfons of 
merit with the utmoft familiarity; and fo little 
feared his enemies, that Jie xouU fcarccly- bt in- 
.duced to fuppofe he had any* 

- It. had been_happy for this great prince's memory^ 
if heiiad ihewn equal clemency to all His fubjeds ; 
-but, abjoutthe ninth year o^f his^^reign, he was per* 
fuaded to look iq>on the CUirUlians with »t ^ ^^ 
a fufpicious eye ; and .great numbers of "a *rj* ,q?* 
them were^put to death, as well by pp- * • *07^ 

J ular tumults. as by edi^, and judicial proceedings^ 
lowevu-y.the perfecutiouxeafed after. fome time; 
'.for the emperor tiaving advice fromPJiny, -the pro- 
conful inBithynia, of the innocence and Simplicity 
-of the'ChriftIan8,and ofdicir inoffenfive atid mor^t 
way of living, he fufpended-^their pimiihments. ' 
During this emper^'^ reign, theoewas a dreadful 
infurre£hon of the Jews in aH 'parts of the empire. 
This wretched peoj)!^ ftill infatuated, and ever ex- 
pe£lin^ fome fignaf deliverance, took the advantage 
ofXrajanVabieocein theEaft, in an expeditioa lie 

liad 
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had undertaken againft the Armenians and Parthi- 
.an«, to maflacre all the Greeks, and Romans, which 
they got into- their power, without relu£lance or 
mercy. This rebellion firft began in Cyrene, a Ho- 
man province in Africa ; from thence the flame ex- 
tended to Egypt, and next to the Hland of Cyprus. 
Thefe places, they, in a manner difpeopled with 
ungovernable fury. Their barbarities werc.fuch, 
that they eat the flefti of their enemies, wore their 
ficins, fawed them afunder, caft them to wild beafts^ 
made them kilfeach other, and ftudied new torments 
by which to deftroy theni. However,' thefe cruel- 
ties were of no long caration; the governors of 
the rcfpeSive provinces making he^ad againft theii* 
tumultuous fury, foon treated them with a rjetah- 
ation of cnieky, and put them to death, not as hu- 
man beings, but as ontfageous pefts to fociety. As 
the Je^Va; had praSifed their cruelties in Cyprus 
particularly, a laAv was publicly enafted, by whrch 
it wasx made capital for any Jew to fet foot on the 
ifland. , 

During thefe bldody tranfaftions, Trajan was pro- 

fecuting hisfucceffes in the Eaft, where he carried 

the Romari arms farther than they had ever been 

before ; but rcfofving to return' once more to Rome, 

he found himfelf too weak to proceed \n hisufual 

manner. He therefore ordered himfelf to be carried 

on ih inboard, to the city of Saleucia, where he died 

« j-y " ■ of the apoplexy, having been attacked 

* ^ by that diforder once before, in the 

fixty-thira year of his affe, after a reign of nineteen 

Y|pars, fix months, and fifteen days. 

^(i / Adrian, >vHo was nephew to Trajan, was adopted 

-^yy to fucdeed in the empire, and clefled by all orders 

/ of the ftate, though abfent from 'Rome, being the^ 

at Antioch, as^eneral of the forces in the Eaft. 

Upon his ele&ion, he began to purfue a courfe 
quite oppofite to that of his predeceffor, taking every 

method 
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method of declining war, and promoting the arts of 
peace. He was quite fatisfied with preferving the 
ancient linruts of the empire, and feemcd no way 
ambitions of extenfive conqueft. 

Adrian was one of the moft renivkable of the 
Roman emperors, for the variety of his endowments. 
JdEe was highly (kilful in all the accomplifhments 
both of body and mind. He co«>pofed with great 
beauty, both in profc and verfe ; he pleaded at the 
vbar, and was one of the beft orators of his time. 
Nor -were his moral virtues lefs than his accomplifli- 
, mcnts. His moderation and clemency appeared 
by pardoning the injuries which he had received 
when he was yet but a private man. One day meet- 
ing a perfon who had formerly been his moft inve- 
terate enemy, " My good friend,'^ cried he, ** you 
" have efqaped, for I am made emperor." He wa^ 
affable to his friends, and gentle to perfons of mean- 
er ftations; he relieved their wants, and vifited 
thelm in ficknefs ; it being his conftant maxim, that 
he was an emperor not eleftcd for his own good, 
but for the benefit of mankind. 

Thefe weje his virtues, which were contrafted 
by a ftrange mixture of vices ; or, to fay the truth, 
he wanted ftrength of mind to preferve his general 
reSitude of character without deviation. 

He was fcarce fettled on the throne, when feveral 
of the northern barbarians, the Alani, the Sarpna- 
tians, and the Dacians, began to make devaftations 
on the empire. Thefe hardy nations, who now 
found the way to conquer, by iffuing from their fo- 
refts, and then retiring upon thc'"approach of a fu- 
perior force oppofing them, began to be truly for- 
midable to Rome. Adrian had thoughts of contraQ- 
ing the limits of the empire, by giving up fpme of 
the moft remote and leaft defenfible provinces ; but 
in this he was over-ruled by his friends, who wrongly 
imagined that an extenfive frontier would inumidate 
N aH 
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. an invading en^my. But though he complied wirfj 
their remonftrances, he broke down the bridge over 
the Danube, which his predeceflbr h^d built, fen- 
fible that the fame padage which was open to hin;, 
was equally convenient to the incurfions of his bar- 
barous neighbours. ^ 

Having flayed' a (hort time at Rome fo as to fee 
that all things were regulated and eftablifhed for the 
fafety of the public, he prepared to vifit and take a 
view of his whole empire. It was one of his max* 
ims that an emperor ought to imitate the fun, which 
diflFufes warmth and vigour over all parts of the earth. 
He therefore took with him a fplendid court, and a 
confiderable force, and entered the province of Gau), 
where he numbered all the inhabitants. From Gaul 
he went into Germany, from thence to Holland^ 
and then pafled over into Great Britain, There re- 
forming many abufes, and reconciling the natives to 
the Romans; for the better fecurity of the fouthern 
parts of the kingdom, he built a wall of wood and 
earth, extending from the river Eden in Cumber- 
land, to the Tyne, in Northumberland, to prevent 
the inctirfions of the Pifts, and the other barbarous 
nations to the north. From Britain, returning thrd* 
Gaul, hedireQed his journey to Spain, where he was 
received with great joy, as being a native of that 
country. There, wintering in the city of Tacragona^ 
he called a meeting of the deputies from all the pro- 
vinces, and ordained many things for the benefit of 
the nation. From Spain, returning to Rome, he con- 
tinued there for fome time, in order to prepare for 
his journey into the eaft, which was haftened by a 
new invafion of the Parthians. His ^proach com- 
pelling the enemy to peace, he purfued his traveU 
without moleftation. Arfiving in Afia Minor, he 
turned out of his way, to vifit the famous city of 
Athens. There making a confiderable ftay* he was 
initiated into the Eleufinian myfteries, which were 

accounted 
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accounted the moft facred in the pagan mythology ; 
and took upon him the office of archon, or chief 
magiftrate of the place. In this place alfo, he jemtt- 
ted the feverity of the Chriftian perfecution, at the 
reprefentation of Granianus, the pro-conful of Afia, 
who repi^efented the people of that perfuafion as no 
way culpable. He .was even fo far reconciled to 
them as to think of receiving Chrift among the 
number of the Gods. After a winter's, continuance 
at Athens, he went over into Sicily: and vifitcd iEt- 
na, and the otheir curiofities of the place. Return- 
ing from thence once more to Rome, after a (hort 
ilay, he prepared (hips, and croffed over into Africa. 
There he fpent much time in regulating abufes, 
and reforming the government; in deciding contro- 
veifies, and ereSing magnificent buildings. Among 
the reft, he qrdered Carthage to be rebuih ; calling 
it, after his own name, Adrianople. Again re- 
turning to Ronrie, where he ftayed but a very little 
time, he travelled a/econd time into Greece ; paflTed 
over into Afia Minor ; from thence went into Syria, 
gave laws and inftrudtions to all the neighbouring 
kings, whom he invited to come and confult with 
him; he then entered Paleftine, Arabia, and Egypt, 
where he caufed Pompey's tomb^ that had been long 
neglefted, and almoft covered with fand, to be re- 
newed and beautified. He alfo gave orders for the 
rebuilding of Jerufalem ; which was performed witK 
great expedition by the afliftanceof the Jews, who 
l}Ow began to conceive hopes of being reftored to 
their long loft kingdgm. But thefe expeSations 
only fcrved to aggravate their calamities; for 
being incenfed at the privileges which were gra;]ted 
the pagan worfhippers in their new city, they felL 
upon the Romans and Chriftians that were difperfed 
throughout Judea, and unmercifully put them all to 
the fword. Adrian was at Athens when this dan- 
gerous infurreSion began; wherefore, fending a 
N 2 ' powej ftil 
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powerful body of men, under the command of Julius 
Severu^, againft them, this general obtained many 
fignal, though bloody viftories, over the infurgents. 
The war was concluded in two years, by the denu>- 
lilion of above a thoufand of their beft towns ; ~ and 
the deftru£tion of near fix hundred thoufand men in 
. battle. " • 

He then 4)ani{hcd all thofe who remained, out of 
Judea; and, by a public deaee, forbade any to 
. come within view of their pative foil. This infur- 
re6tion was foon after followed by a. dangerous irrup- 
tion of the barbarous nations to the northward of the 
empire ; who entering Media with great fury, ^nd> 
paffing through Armenia, carried their rfevaftations 
as far as Cappadocia. Adrian preferring peace, up- 
on any terras, to an unprofitable war, bought them 
bff by large fums of money; fo that they returned 
peaceably into their native wilds, to enjoy their 
. plunder, and meditate frelh invafions. 

Having fpent thirteen years in travelling throi^h 
Jiis dominions, and reforming the abufcs of the em- 
pire, he at laft refolved to return and end all hk 
fatigues at Rome. Nothing could be more grateful 
to the people than his refolution of conving to refide, 
for the reft of his days, among them : they received 
him with the loudeft demonftrations of joy ; and, 
though he now began to grow old and unwieldy, 
he remitted not the leaft of his former affiduity and 
application to the public welfare. His chief amufe- 
ment was in converfing with the moft celebr^^ 
men in every art and- fcience, frequently boafling, 
ihat he thought no kind of knowledge inconfider- 
able, or to be negleSed, either in Ws private or 
pubUc capacity. Aelrian was fo fond of literary ' 
fame, that we are told, he wrote his own life, and 
afterwards gave it to his fervants to publifh under 
their names. But whatever might have been his 
weaknefs in aiming at univerfal reputation, he wa< 

in 
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in no part of his reign remifs, in attending the du- 
ties of his exalted ftation. He ordered the knights 
and fenators never to appear in public, but in the 
proper habits of their orders. He forbade mailers 
to kiil their (laves, 51s had been before allowed; but " 
ordained that they fliould be tried by the laws enafted 
againft capital offences. A law fo Joft, had he done 
nothing more, dcferved to have entured his reputa- 
tion with pofterity, and to have made him dear to 
mat>Wnd. H^ ftill fiirlher extended the lenity of 
the laws to thofe unhappy men, who had been long 
thought too mea-n for juftice : if a matter was found 
kiUed in his houfe, he would not allow all faisflaves 
to be put tothe^rttire asforraerly, b^itonly f«ch as 
might have perceived or prevcetjed the murder. 

In-fiich eiwployments he confumed the greateft 
part of of his time, but, at laft, finding the duties of 
his -ftation daily encrtafing, and his own ftrength 
proportionally upon the declitic, be refolved upon 
adopting a fuccefTor. Marcus Antoninus, afterwards 
furnamed the Pious^ was the perfon he pitched upon; 
but ^previoufly obliged him to adopt two others, 
namely, Marcus Aurelius, and Lucius Verus, all 
of whom afterwards fucceeded in the empire 

While he was thus careBil in appointing a fuccef* 
for, his^ bodily infirmities became fo infuppor table, 
ihat he vehemently defired fome of his atte^idants 
would difpatth him. Antoninus, however, would by 
no means permit any of his domtftics to be guilty ^of 
fo great an impiety, but ufedall the arts in his power 
to reconcile the emperor to fuftain life. His pains 
increafmg every day, he wns frequently heard to 
cry out, ** How jniferabJe a thing it is to feek death, 
and not to find it !" In this deplorable exigence, he ' 
refolved bn going to Baiae, where tlie tortures of his 
diieafe cncreafing, they affeSed his underftanding. 
Continuing, for fome time, in thefe excruciating 
' circumftances, he was at laft refolved to obferve 
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no regimen, often faying, that kings died nbercly by 
Ihe multitude of their phyficians. This condud 
ferved to haften that death he feemed fo ardently to 
defire ; and it was probably joy upon its^ approach 
which diSated the celebrated ftanzas which are fo 
well known, and in repeating which be expired, in 
the fixty-fecond year of his age, after a profperous 
reign of twenty-one years, and ekven months. 
U C 8oi Titus Antoninus, his fuceeflbr, was 
AD 886* ^^^^ ^" ^^^ ^'^y Nifmes, in Gaul. 
His father was a nobleman of an ancient 
fe'mily, that had enjoyed the hig heft honours of the 
ftate. At the time of his fuccecding to the throne,* 
he was above fifty years old, and had pafled through 
many of the mod important offices of the ftate wjth 
great integrity and application. His virtues in pri- 
vate life were no way impaired by exaltation, as he 
ihewed himfelf one of the moft excellent princes 
forjuftice, clemency, and moderation. His morals 
were fo pure, that he was ufually compared to 
Numa, and was furnamedthe Pious, both for his 
tendernefs to his predcceflor Adrian, when dying, 
and his particular attachment to |he religion of his 
country. 

He was an eminent rewarder of learned men, to 
whom he gave large penfions and great honours, 
drawfng them from all parts of the world. Among 
the reft, he fent for Apollonius, the famous ftoic 
pbllofopher, to inftruft his> adopted fon, Marcus 
Aurelius, whom he had previoufly married to his 
daughteh Apollonius bein^ arrived at Rome, the 
emperor defired his attendance j but the other arro- 
gantly anfwered, that it was the fcholar's duty to 
wait upon the mafter, and not the mafter*s upon the 
fcholar. To this rcply,Antoninus only returned with 
a fmile, ** That it was furprifing how Apollonius, 
•* who made no difficulty ^of coming from Greece 
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to Rome, fhould think it fo hard to walk from 
** one part of Rome to another;" and immediately 
fent Marcus Aurelius to him. While the good 
emperor was thus employed, in making mankind 
happy, in direfting their conduft by his own ex- 
ample, or reproving their follies with the keennefs 
of rebuke, he was feixed with a violent fever at Lo- 
rium, a pleafure houfc at fome diftance from Rome; 
vyhere, finding himfelf fenfibty decaying, he ordered 
his friends and principal officers to attend him. 
In their prefence, he confirmed the adoption of 
Marciis Aurelius, without once naming Lucius 
Verus, who had been joined by Adiian with him 
in the fucceffion; then commanding the golden 
flatue of Fortune, which was^ always in the cham- 
ber of the emperors, to be removed to that of his 
fucceflbr, he expired, in the feventy-fifth year of 
his age, after a profperous reign of twenty-two 
Yfcars, and almoft eight months. 
Tf Marcus Aurelius, though left fole tj r; oij. 
/fucceflbr to the throne, took Lucius . ' ^^ ^^^* 
Verus, as hb afTociate and equal in * * ' 

governing the fiate. Aurelius was the fon of An- 
nius Verus, of an ancient and illuftrious family, 1 
which claimed its original from Numa. Lucius | 

Verus was the fon of Commodus, who had been 1 
adopted by Adrian, but died before he fucceeded to j 
the throne. Aurelius was as remarkable for his vir- j 
tues and accompliQiments, as his parr — ^^' BR^ 
empire was, for his ungovernable pairK| ^ ^^S 
bauched morals. The one was an exar n^ ir ^E 
greateft goodnefs and wifdom; the oth# £- ^ ^| 
ranee, floth, and extravagance. - 

The two emperors had been fcarce fel 
throne, when the empire feemed attack! 
fide, from the barbarous nations' by whicl 
rounded. The Catti invaded Germany i 
ravaging all with fire and fword ; but 
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feme time; repdled byViaorinHS. The Britains 
likcwife revolted, but were repreffed by Califurnius. 
But the Parthians, umler their king Vologefus, made 
an irruption ftili more dreadful than either of the 
formerj deftroying the Roman legions in Armenia ; 
then entering Syria, and driving out the Roman 
governor, and filling the whole country with terroi* 
and confufion. In order to flop the progrefs df this 
barbarous irruption, Verus himfelf went in perfon, 
being accompanied by Aurelius part of the way. 

Verus, upon entering Antioch, gave an indulgence 
to every appetite, without attending to the fatig.ues 
of war, rioting in exccffe* unknown, even to the vo- 
luptuous Greeks; leaving all the glory of the field 
to his lieutenants, who were fent to rcprefc the ene- 
my. Tbefe, however, fought with great fucccft ; 
Statins Prifcus took Arta^ata ; Martius put Vologefiw 
to flight, took Seleucia, plundered and burnt Baby- 
ion and Ctefiphon, and demoliflied the magnificent- 
palace of the king! of Parthia. In a courfe of four 
years, during which the war continued, the Romans 
entered far- into the Parthian country, -and entirely 
fbbdued it ; but upon their return, their army was 
grafted to lefs than half its forme*- number by pefti^ 
lence and famine. However, this was no inflpedi* 
rrtent to the vanity of Verus, who refolved to enjoy 
the honours of -a triumph, (b hardly earned by 
others. Wherefore, having^ appointed a king over 
the Armenians, and finding the Parthians entirdy 
fubdued, he affumed the titles of Armenicus and 
Parthicus; and then returned to-Rome, to partake 
of a triumph with Aurelius, which was accordingly 
folmnized with great pomp and fplendor. 

During the courfe of this expedition, which con- 
tinued for fome years, Aurelius wa-s feduloufly intent 
upon diftributing juftice and happinefs to his fub-^ 
je^tsathome. He firft applied himfelf to there- ' 
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guktion of public affairs, andto thecorreAingfuch 
faults as he fouad in the laws aiid policy of the ftate. 
In this endeavour^ he (hewed (ingufor refpeS for 
the fenate, often permitting them to determine wjih« 
out appeal ; fo that the comrtionweahh feemed in a 
manner once more revived under his equitable ad- 
miniftration. Bcfides, fuch was his application to 
bufmefs, that he often employed ten days together 
upon the fame fubjeft, maturely confidering it on 
all fides, and feldom departing from the fenate-houfe 
till, night coming on, the affentbly was difmilTed 
by the confuL Bat while thus glorioufly occupied, 
he was daily mortified lyith accounts of the enormi- 
ties of his coUeague ; being repeatedly affured of his 
vanity, lewdnefs, and extravagance. However, 
feigning himfelf ignorant of the exccfles, be judg- 
ed marriage to be the beft method of reclaiming him; 
and therefore fcnt him his daughter Luciila, a wo- 
man of great beauty, whom Verus married at An- 
tioch. But even this was found iaeffeftuatl :, Luciila 
proved of a difpofition very unlike her father; and, 
inftead of correjfiking her hufband's extravagancies, 
only contributed to enflame them. Yet AureJius flill 
hoped, that, upon the return of Verus to Rome, his 
prefence would keep him in awe, and thathappinefs 
would, at length be reftored to the ftate. But 
in this alfo he was difappointed. His return 
only feemed fatal to the empire ; for his army car- 
ried back the plague ftxMn Parthia, and diflemrnated 
the infc^ion through all the provinces through which 
it pafled. 

-Nothing could exc^d the miferable ftate of the 
empire, fhortly after the return of Verus. In this 
horrid piQure, was reprefented an emperor, una wed 
by example, or the calamities furrounding him, giv* 
ing way to unheard of debaucheries. A raging pefti- 
lence fpreading terror and defolation through all 
N 5 pari-* 
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parts of the weftern world ; earthquakes, famines, 
and inundations, fuch as had never before happened; 
the produSs of the earth, throughout all Italy, de- 
.voured by locufts; all the barbarous nations fur- 
rounding the empire, the Germans, the Sarmatians, 
the Quaddi, and Marcomanni, taking advantage o£ 
its various calamities, and making their irruptions 
even into Italy itfelf/ The priefts doing all they 
could to put a flop to the miferies of the ftaie, by 
attempting to appeafe the gods ; vowing and offer-* 
ing numberlefs facrifices ; celebrating all the facred 
rites tha£t had eyer beea known in Rome ; and ^x- 
hibitingthe folemnity called LeQiifternia, feven days 
together. To crown the whole, thefe enthufiafts, 
not fatisfied with the impending calamities, making 
new, by afcribing the diftrefles of the ftate to the 
impieties of the Chriftians alone; fo that a violent 
perfecution was feen reigning in all parts of the 
empire j in which Juftin Martyr, St. Polycarp, 
bifhop of Smyrna, and an infinite number of others, 
fuffered martyrdom. 

In this fccne of univerfal tumult, defolation and 
diftrefs, there was nothing left but the virtues and 
the wifdom of one^^ alone to reftore tranquility, 
and bring back happinefs to the empire. Aurelius 
began^his endea:vours by ^marching againfl: the Mar- 
comanni and Quaddi, taking Ver^s with him, who 
reluSantly left the fenfual delights of Rome for the 
fatigues of a camp. They came, up with the Mar- 
comanninear the city of Aquileia, and, after a furi- 
ous engagement, routed their whole army : then pur- 
fuing them acrofs the Alps, overcame them in fe-. 
veralcontefts, and, at laft, entirely defeating them, 
U C 022 r^^urned in^o Italy, without any confi- 
* * T^' ^g * derable lofs. As the wiptejr was far 
^' advanced, Verus was determined upon 
going from* Aquileia to Rome, in which journey he 
' ^ ' was 
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WHS feized with an apoplexy which put an end to 
his life, being thirty-nine years old, having reigned 
in conjunSiori with Aurelius nine. 

Aurelius, who had hitherto fuftained the fatigues 
of governing not only an empire, biit His colleague, 
being left to himfelf, began to aft with greater dili- 
gence, and more vigour than ever. 

After having fubdued the Marcomanni, a barba- 
rous people that had made inroads upon the-empire, 
he returned to Rome, where he began his ufual en- 
deavours to benefit mankind by a farther reformation 
of the internal policy of the (late. « 

But his good endeavours were foon interrupted by 
a renewal of the former wars. In one of the engage- 
ments of which he is fa id to have been miracuToufly 
relieved when his army was perifhing with thirft, 
by the prayers of a chriftian legion which had been 
levied in his fervice. For, at that dreadful junc- 
ture, and juft as the barbarians were ready to fail 
upon them, we are aflured, there fell fuch a fliowef 
of rain, as inftanily refrelhed the fainting army. 
The foldiers were feen holding their mouths and 
their helmets up to Heaven, and receiving the wa- 
ter which came fo wonderfully to their relief. The 
fame clouds alfo vghich ferved for their refcue, at 
the fame time difcharged fuch a terrible ftorm of 
hail, accompanied with thunder, againft the enemy, 
as aftoniihedand confounded them. By this unloos- 
ed for aid, the Romans recovering ftrength and 
courage^ once more turned upon their purfuers, and 
cut them in pieces. 

Such are the circumftances of an ei 
knowledged by pagan, as well as cli 
only with this difference, that the la 
vidory to their own, the former to 
their emperor. However this be, A 
fo fertfible of miraculous afliftance, 
(diately relaxed the perfecution againft 
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and wrote to the fcnate in (ayour of their re- 
ligion. 

This good emperor having at a time deteSed 
one Avidius in a confpiracy againft him, and gene- 
^oufly granting him his pardon, fome who were 
near his perfon, took the liberty to blame his con- 
, du£i, telling him, that Avidius would not have been, 
fo generous, had he been conqueror: to this, the 
empferor replied in this fublime manner, ** I never 
** ferved the gods fo ill, or reigned fo irregularly, 
:** as to fear Avidius could ever be conqueror.'^ 

He ufually called Philofophy his mother, in op^r 
pofition to the Court, which he confidered as his 
flep^mother. He alfe was frequently heard to fay, 
** that the people were happy whofe philofophers 
•* were kings, or whofe kings were philofophers.'* 
He, in faft, was one of the moft confiderable men 
then in being; and though he had been born in 
the meaneft ftation, his merits, as a writer, as bis 
works remain to this day, would have infured hin» 
immortality. "^ 

Having thus reftor^d profperity to his /ubje^s, 
and peace to mankind, nevi'S was brought him,»^that 
the Scythians, and barbarous nations of the North, 
were up ift arms, and invading'the empire. iTe once 
more, therefore, refolved, to expofehis aged perfon 
in the defence of his country, and made fpeedy pre- 
parations to oppofe them. He went to the fenate, 
for the firft time, and defired to have nfK)ncy out of 
the public treafury. He then fpent three whole days 
in giving the people leflures, by which they might 
regulate their lives ; amd, having finifhed his lefturcs, 
departed upon- his expedition, «midfl: the prayers 
and lamentations of all his fubjefts. It* was upon 
going to open his third campaign, that he was feiz- 
ed with the plague at Vienna, which ftppped the 
progrefs of his fucccfs. Nothing however, could 

abate 
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^ate his defireof being beneficial to mankind; hh 
fears for the youth and unpronaifing difpofition of 
Commodus, his fon and fucceflfor, feemcd to give 
him great un^afinefs ; wherefore, he addrefled his 
friends, and the principal ofRcers that were gathered 
round his bed ; teliing them, that as his fon was 
now going to lofe a father, he hoped he fhould 'find 
many fathers \f\ them. As he was thus fpeaking, 
he was feized with a weaknefs which flopped his 
utterance, and which brought him to his end the 
day following. He died in the fifty-ninth year of 
his age, having reigned nineteen years, and fome 
days ; and it Teemed as if the whole glory and pro- 
fperity ^f the Roman empire died with this greatcft 
of the Roman emperors. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

From Commodus, to the transferring the feat of the 
empire under Con ftan tine, from Rome to By- 
zantium. 

T[U. a 933. A. D. 180.] 
HEvmerits of A urelius procured Commodus 
an eafy accefllion to thethrone. He was acknow- 
ledged emperor, firft by the army, then by the fenate 
and people, and fliortly after by all the provinces. 

His whole reign is but a tiffue of wantonnefs and 
folly, cruelty and injufl^e, rapacity and corrup- 
tion. There is fo ftrong ^ fimilitude between his 
conduft, and that of ftnmj^n that a reader 
might be ap^ to imagine he waS'jtoing over the fame 

He went with his-alTociates ta,tav^|(f and bro- 
thels ; fpent the day in feaftiAgy and the night in 
the moft abominable luxuries, having no lefs than 
three hundred females, and as many males, for de- 
teftable purpofes. He committed inceft, ias Cali- 
. gula did, with all his fitters. He fometjmes went 

about 
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about ihe markets in a frolic, with fmall wares, as 
a petty chapman ; fometimes he. imitated a horfe- 
courfer ; and> at other times, drove his own chariot 
in a flave's habit ; while thofe he chiefly promoted 
refembled himfeif, being the companions of his 
pleafures, or the minifters of his cruelty. 

If any perfon defired to be revenged on an ene- 
my, by bargaining with Commodus for a fum of 
tnoney, he was perociitted to deftroy hin\ in fuch 
manner as he thought proper. He commanded a 
perfon to be caft to;he wild beafts, for reading the 
life of Caligula in Suetonjus. He ordered another 
^o be thrown in a burning furnace, for accidentally 
over-heating his bath. He would ionietimes, whien 
he was in a good humour, cut off men's nofcs, 
under a pretence of (having their beards ; and yet 
he was himfelf fo jealous, of all mankind, that he 
was obliged to be his own barber. 
• At length, upon the feaft of Janus, refolvf^jg to 
fence naked before the people, as a common gladi- 
ator, three^ of his friends remonftrated to him upon 
the indecency of fuch' a behaviour. Thefe^were, 
Laetus, his general, EleftuS his cliamberFain, and 
Marcia, a concubine, of whom he always appeared _ 
exceflively fo'nd. Their advice was attended with 
no other efFeQ:, than that of incenfing him againft 
them, and inciting him tb refolve upon their de- 
ftru£tion. It was his me|Jiod;Jike that of Domi- 
lian, to fetdown the names of all fuch as he in-- 
tended to put to deatb^i^In a roll, which he carefuljy 
kept by him. However, at this time, happening to 
lay the roll on hi$ bed, while he was bathing in 
another f o^Mly it was taken up by a little boy, whom 
he paflionately loved. The child after playing with 
it for fome time, brought it to Marcia, who was 
inflantly alarmed at the contents. She immediate-, 
ly difcovered her terrors to Laetus, and EleSus, who 
perceiviag their dangerous fituation, inflantly re- 
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folved the tyrant's death. After fomc deliberation, 
it was agreed upon to difpatch him by poifon ; but 
this not fucceeding, Marcia haftily introduced a 
young man, called Narci^iis, and prevailed upon 
him to aflift in ftrangling the tyrant. Commodus 
died in the thirty fif ft year of his age, after an im- 
pious reign of twelve years and nine months. 

The fecrecy and expedition^ with rj p \< 
which Commodus was affaflinated were Ajy 
Tuch, that few were at that time, ac- '- -ip^. 
quainted with the real circumftances of his death. 
His body was wrapped up in a bale of ufelefs furni- 
ture,, and carried through the guards, moft of whom 
were either drunk or afleep. 

Previous to the affaffination, the confpirators had 
fixed upon a fucceffor. Helvius Pertinax, whofe 
virtues and courage rendered him worthy of the moll 
exalted ftation, and who had parted through many 
changes of fortune, was fixed upbn tofucceed him ; 
when, therefore, the confpirators repaired to h.s 
houfe^ to falute him en^peror, he confidered their 
arrival as a command from the emperor Commodus 
for his death. Upon Laetils entering his apartment, 
Pertinax, without any (hew of /fear, criied out, that 
for many days he had expeSed to end his life in that 
manner, wondering that the emperor had deferred 
it fo long. Hiiwever, he was not a little furprifed 
when informed of the real caufe of their vifit ; and 
being ftrongly urged to accept of the empire, he, 
aj laft, complied with their offer. 

Being carried to the camp, Pertinax was pro- 
claimed emperor, and foon after the citizens and 
fenate confented ; their joy at the eleSion of their 
new fovereign being fcarce equal to that for the death 
of their tyrant. They then pronounced Commodus 
a parricide 5' an enemy to the gods, his country, and 
all mankind , and commanded, that his corpfe 
,fliould rot upon a dunghilK In the mean tirtie, they 

faluted 
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faluted Pertinax as emperor and Caefar, with numer-^ 
ous acclamations^ and cbearfully toi)k the oaths of 
obedience. The provinces foon after followed the 
example of Rome ; fo that he began his reign with 
univerfal fa^tisfaftion to*the whole empire, in the 
fixty^eighth year of his iage, 

Nothing could exceed the juftice and wifdom- of 
this monarch's reign, the ihort time it continued. 
But the praetorian foldiers, whofe manners he had 
attempted to reform, having been long corrupted by 
the indulgence and profufion of tbeir-formcr mo- 
narch, began to hate -him, for the parfimony and 
difcipline he had introduced among them. They 
therefore refolved to dethrone him ; and according- 
ly, in a tumultuous manner, marched through the _ 
ftreets of Rome, entered his palace without oppofi- 
tion, where a Tungrian foldijer ftruck him dead with 
a blow of his lance. From the number of his ad- 
ventures, he was called the tennis-ball of Fortune ; 
and certainly no man ever experrenced fuch a va- 
riety of fituations with fo blamelefs a charaflcr. 
He reigned Init three months. 

U C Q^i '^^^ foldiers, having conamitted this 
A* D 102 ^^^^^S^9 made, proclamation, that they- 
^ ' would fell the empire to whoever would 
purchafe it at the hi^eft price. In confequence of 
this proclamation, two bidden were found ; namely, 
Sulpician and Didjus. The former, a confular per- 
fon, prxfed of the city, and fon-in-law to the late 
emperor Pertinax, The lalter, a confular perfon 
likewise, a great lawyer, and the weahhieft man in 
the city. Sulpician had rather promifes, than trea- 
fure, to beftow. The offers of Didius, who produc- 
ed tmmenfe funis of ready money, prevailed. He 
was received into the camp, and the foldiers in- 
ftantly fwore to obey him as emperor. 

Upon being conduSed to the fenate-houfe, head- 
dreffed the few fenators that were prefent in a very 

laconic 
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lacoBic fpeech. *' Fathers, you want an emperor, 
** and I am the 6ttefl: perfon you can chufe." The 
choice of the fpldiers was confirmed by the fenate, 
and Didius was acknowledged emperor, now in the 
fiftv-feventh year of Kis age. 

It fhould feem by thfs weak monarch's. conduQ, 
when feated on the throne, that he thought jhe go- 
vernment of an empire rather a pleafure than a toil. 
Inftead of attempting to gain the hearts of his fub- 
je^s, he gave himfelfup to eafe and ina&ivity, ut- 
terly regardlefs of the duties of his ftation. He was 
mild and gentle indeed, neither injuring any, nor 
expecting to be injured. But that avarice, by which 
be became opulent, ilill followed him in hii exalta? 
tipn 5 fo that the very foldicrs who eleSed him, foon 
began to detcft him for thofe qualities, fo very op- 
poHte to a military charafter. The people alfOf 
againft whofe confent he was chofen, were not lefs 
his enemies. Whenever he iCTued from his palace, 
they openly poured forth their imprecations againft 
him, crying out, that he was a thief, and had 
ftolen the empire. Didius, however, in the triie 
foirit of a trader, patiently bore all their reproach, 
(ometimes beckoning to them, with fmiles, to ap- 
proach him, and teftifying his regard by every kind 
of fubmiflion. 

Soon after, Severus, an African }>y birth, being 
pioclaimed by his axmy, begaJi by promifing to re- 
v-euge the death of Pertinax. 

Didius, upon being informed of h\s approach to- 
wards Rome, obtained the confent of the fenate to 
fend him ambaffadors, offering to make him a part- 
ner in the empire. But Sev^us rejeSed this offer, 
confcious of his own ftrength, and of the weaknefs 
of fhe propofer. The fenate fooii appeared of the 
fiime fentimcnts, and, perceiving the timidity and 
weaknefs of their prefent mafter abandoned him. 

Being 
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Being called together, as was formerly praQifed iit 
the times of the commonwealth, by the confuls, 
they unanimoufly agreed, that Didius fhould be 
deprived of the empire, and that Severus (hould be 
proclaimed in his ftead. They commanded Didius 
to be (lain, and fent meflengers for this purpofe to 
the palace, where they found him difermed, and 
^difpatched him, among a few friends, that ftill ad- 
hered to his intereft. 

Severus having overcome Niger and Albinus, 
who were liis competitors for the empire, under- 
toolc next the Veins of government, uniting great 
vigour with the moft refined policy ; yet his Afri- 
can cunning, for he was a native of Africa, was 
confidercd as a particular defeft in him. He is 
celebrated for his wit, learning, and prudence ; but 
equally blamed for perfidy and cruelty. In fliort^ 
he feemed equally capable of the greateft z6ts of 
virtue, and the mod bloody fevcrities. 

Upon his return to Rome, he loaded his foldiert 
with rewards and honours, giving them fuchprivi* 
leges, as ftrengthened his own power, while they 
.deftroyed that of the ftate. For the foldiers, who 
had hitherto fhcwed the ftrongeft inclinations to 
an abufc of power, were now made arbiters of the 
fate of empires. 

Being thus fecure of his army, he refolved to give 
way to his natural turn for conqueft, and to op- 
pofe his arms againft the Parthians, who were then 
invading the frontiers of the empire. Having, 
therefore, prevroufly given the governnient of do- 
meftic policy, to one Plautian, a particular favourite, 
to whofe daughter he married his Jon Caracalla, he 
fet out for the eaft, and profecuted the war with his 
ufual expedition and fuccefs. He forced fubmiflion 
from tl)e king of Armenia, deftroyed fevera! .cities 
in Arabia Felix, landed on the Parthian coafts, look 

and 
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and plundered the fan^ous city ©f Ctefiphon, march- 
ed back through Paleftine and Egypt, and at length 
returned to Rome in triumph. 

During this interval^ Plautianj who was left to 
dii'eft the affairs of Rome, began to think of afpiring 
to the empire himfelf. Upon the emperor's return, 
h^ employed a tribune of the praetorian cohorts, of 
which he was commander, to afTaffinate him ; as 
likewife his fon Caracalla. The tribune informed 
Sevcrus of fiis favourite's treachery. He at firft re- 
ceived it as an improbable ftory, and as the artifice 
of one who envied his favourite's fortune. However, 
he was at laft perfuaded to permit the tribune to con- 
duft Plautia'n to the ernperor's apartments, to be a 
teftimony againft himfelf. With this intent, the 
tribune went and amufed him with a pretended ac- 
count of bis killing the emperor and his fon ; de- 
firihg him, if bethought fit to (ee hinri dead, to go 
with him to the j>alace. As Plautian ardently de- 
fired their deaths^ he readily gave credit to his re- 
lation, and following the tribune, Avas condufted, 
at midnight, into the innermoft receffes. But what 
niuft have b^en his difappointmenr, when, inftead 
of finding the emperor lying dead, as he expeSed, 
he beheld the room lighted up with torches, and 
Severus, furfounded by his friends, prepared in ar- 
ray to receive him. Being aiked by the emperor, 
with a ftern countenance, wTiat had brought him 
there, at that unfea finable time ; he was, at firft, 
utterly confounded, and, not knowing wjj^t excufe to 
make, he ingenuoufly confelfed the whole, in- 
treating forgivenefs for what he had intended. The 
ehiperor feemed inclined to pardon -; but Caracalla, 
his fon,- who from the earlieft age, fhewed a 3ifpo- 
fition to cruelty, with his fword ran him through 
' the body. , 

After this, he fpent a confiderable time in vifit- 
ing fome cities in Italy, permitting none of his offi- 
cer 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



284 THE HISTORY OF THE 

ccrs to fell places of truft and dignity, and diftributing 
juftice with the ftrifteft impartiality. He then un- 
dertook an expedition into Britain, where the Ro- 
mans were in danger of being deftroyed, or com- 
pelled tp fly the province. Wherefore, after ap- 
pointing his two fons Caracalla and Geta, joint 
fucceflbrs in the empire, and taking them with him, 
he landed in Britain, to th^ great terror of fuch as 
had drawn dowti his reientment. Upon his progrefs 
Into the country, he left his fon Geta in the fouihern 
part of the province, which had continued in obe*, 
dience, and marched with his fou Caracalla, ^igainft 
the Caledonians. In. this expedition, his army fuf- 
fered prodigious hardships in purfuing the enemy ; 
they were obliged to hew their way through intricate 
fbrefts, tojdrain extenfive marflies, and form brtdgea 
over rapid rivers ; fo that he loft fifty thoufand men 
by fatigue and ficknefs. However^ he fupported all 
thefe inconveniences, with unrelenting- bravery ; 
and profecuted his fucceffes with fuch vigour, that 
he compelled the enemy to beg for peace 4 which 
they obtained, not without the furrender of a con- 
(iderable part of their country. It was there, that fof 
its better fecurity, he built that famous wall, which 
ftilt goes by his name, extending from Solway Frith, 
on the weft, to the Germin ocean on the eaft. He 
did not long furvive his fuccfeffes. here, but died at 
^ York, in the ■ fixty-lTxth year of his age, after- an 
?i0iVe though cfHiel reign, of about etgbtecn years. 
U C Q/c^x// Garacalla and Geta, his fons, beii^ 
A E) 211 /^^"^^^^S^^^s emperors by the army 
7 tegan to (hew a mutua) hatred to each 
pther, even before their arrival at Rome, But this 
oppofuion was of no long continuance ; for Cara- 
calla being refolved to govern alone, furiouily en* 
tered Geta's apartment ; and, followed by ruffians^ 
flew him in his mother's arms, 

Being 
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Being thus emperor, he went on to mark hfs 
x:ourfe with blood. Whatever was done "by Domi- 
tian or Nero, fell fhort of this monfter's barbarities. 

His tyrannies,, at length, excited the refentment 
ofMacrinus, the commander of the forces in Mefo- 
potamia, who employed one MartiaJ, a man of great 
ftrength, and a centurion pf the guards, to difpatch 
-him. Accordingly, as the emperor was riding out 
, one" day, near a little city, called Carrae, he. happen- 
ed to withdraw himfelf privately, upon a natural oc- 
cafion, with only one page to hold his horfe. This 
.was the opportunity Martial hadfo long and ardently 
defired ; wherefore running to him hafttly, as if he 
had been called, he ftabbed the emperor in the back, 
fo that he died immediately^* Having performed 
this hardy attempt, he then, unconcernedly, return- 
ed to his troop ; but retiring, by infenfible degrees^ 
he endeavoured to fecure himfelf by flight. But his 
companions (bon miffing him, and the page giving 
information of what had been done, he was pur- 
fued by the Qerman horfe, and cut in pieces. 

During the reign of this execrable tyrant, which 
continued fix years, the empire was every day de- 
-clining ; the foldiers were entirely matters of every 
cleSion ; and as there were various armies in diffe- 
rent parts, fo there were as many interefts all op- 
pofite to each other. 

The foldiers, without an emperor, af- rj p 
ter a fufpence of two days, 6xed upon . ' jJ ^'^' 
Macrinus, who took all poffible methods • •217. 
to conceal his being privy to Caracalla's murder^ 
The fenate confirmed their choice (hortly after ; and 
likewife that of his fon Diadumenos, whom helook 
as a partner in the empire. Macrinus was fifty- 
three years old when he'' entered upon the govern- 
ment of the empire. He-was of obfcure parentage; 
ibme fay, by birth a Moor, who, bj the mere rota- 
tion of office^ being madefirft praefefi of the prae- 
torian 
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toriand bands, was now', by treafon and accident 

' called to fill the throne. 

He was oppofed by the intrigues of Mofa and her 
grandfoH) ileliogabalus, and being conquered by 
Ibrae feditious legions of his own army, he fled to 
Chalcedon, where thofe that were fent in purfuit, 

, overtook, and put him to death, together with his 
fon Diadumenus, after a fliort reign of one year and 
two months. 

J J p The fenate and citizens of Rome be- 

A ' D 2 8 ^"S obliged to fubmit to the appointment 
' * ^ * of the army, as ufual, Heliogabalus 
afcended the throne,, at the age of fourteen. His 
fhort life is but a tiflue of effeminacy, luft,'and ex- 
travagance. He married, in the fmall fpace of four 
years, fix wives, and divorced them all. He was fo 
fond of the fex, that he carried his mother with him 
to the fenate-houfe, a!Td demanded that fhe (hould 
always be prefent when matters of importance were 
debated. He even went fo far as to build a fenate- 
houfe for women, with fuitable orders, habits, an<J 
diftia&ions, of which his mother was tnzde prefi- 
dent. They met feveral times; all their debates 
turning upon the fafliions of the day, and the diffe- 
rent formalities to be ufed at giving and receiving 
vifits. To thefe follies, he added great ^cruelty, and 
boundlefs prodigality ; fo that he was heard to fay^ 
that fuch difhes as weie cheaply obtained, were 
not worth eatings It is even faid, he flrove to 
foretell what was to happeh, by infpeSing the en- 
trails of young men facrificed ; and that he chole 
the moft beautiful youths throughout Italy, to be 
flain for that horrid purpofe. 

However, his foldiers mutinying, as was now 
ufual with them ; they followed him to his palace, 
purfuing him from apartment to apartment, till a^ 
la ft he was found concealed in a privy. Huving 
dragged him from thence through the ftreets, with 

, the 
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-the mod -bitter inveSives, and having difpatched 
him, they attempted once more to fquecT^e his pam- 
pered boay into a privy ; but not eafily efeaing this 
they threw it into the Tyber, with heavy weights, 
that none might find it afterwards, or give it burial. 
This was the ignominious death of Heliogabalus, in 
the eighteenth year of his age, after a deteftable reign 
of four years. 

To him'fucceeded Alexander, his y ^ q^- 
.coufin-germjai, who without opppfi- j^' jJ ^^ 
tfon, being declared emperor, the fenate ' * 
'with'theirufual adulation, were for conferring new 
titfes upon him, but he modeftly declined them all. 
To the moft rigid juftice, he added the greateft hu- 
manity. He loved the good, and was a fevere re- 
prover of the lewd and infamous. His accomplifh- 
ments were equal to his virtues. He was an excel- 
lent mathema^tician, geometrician, and mufician ; 
he was equally fkilful in painting and fculpture ; 
and in poetry, few of his time could equal bim. 
In fhort, fuch were his talents, and fuch the folidity 
.of his judgment, that though but fixtcen years of 
age, he was confidered as a wife old man. 
\ About the thirteenth year of his reign, the Upper 
^Germans, and^ other northern nations, began to 
pour down immenfe fwarms of people upon the 
more fouthern parts of the .empire. They paffed the 
Rhine and Danube with fuch fury, that all Italy 
was thrown into the moft extreme conftemation. 
The emperor, ever reacly to expofe4iis peifon, for 
the fafcty of his people, made what levies he could, 
and went in perfon to ftem the torrent, which he 
Jpeedily effeSed. It was in the courfe of his fuc- 
ccfles againft the enemy, that he was cut ofF by a 
mutiny among his own foldiers. He died in the 
twenty-ninth year of his age, after a pro(perous 
reign of thirteen years and nine days. 

The 
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U C qR8 '^^^ tumults occafioned by the death 
A Vy ^7t ^f Alexander, being appeafedjMaximin, 
' ^^' who had been the chief promoter of the 
feditlon, was chofen emperor. This extraordinary 
man, whofe charaQer deferves particular atteritiop, 
was born of very obfcure parentage, being the Ton 
a poor 'herdTman of Thrace. In the beginning 
be followed his father's humble profcffion, and onfy 
cxercifed his perfonal courage againfl: the robbers 
who infcfted that part of the country, in which he 
lived. Soon after, his amlDAtion incrcafing, he left 
. his poor employment, and. eniifted in the Roman 
army, where he foon became remarkable for his 
great ftrength, difcipline, and courage. This gigan- 
tic man was no lefs than eigtit feet and an halt high; 
he had a body and ftrengih correfponding to his 
fize, being not lefs remarkable for the magnitude, 
than the fymmetry of his perfon. His wife's bracelet 
ufually ferved hifn for a thumb ring ; and his ftrength 
was fo great, that he was able^o dra\^ a carriage 
which two oxen could not move. He could ftrike 
out a horfe's teeth, with a blow of his fift ; and 
break its thigh with a kick. His diet was as extra- 
ordinary as the reft of his endowments : he generally 
cat forty pounds weight of flefti every day, and 
drank fix gallons of wine, without committing any 
debauch in either. With a frame fo athletic, he 
was pofleffed of a mind undaunted in danger, and 
neither fearing nor regarding any man. The firft 
time he was made known was to the emperor Seve- 
rus, who was then celebrating 
day of his ft>n Geta. He oven 
ning, one after the other : he th 
emperor on horftback ; and ha^ 
the courfe, he was oppofed to f 
tive foldiers, and overcame thi 
eafe. From that time he was 
and taken ipto the emperor's 1 
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dte ufual gradations of prefermeatcame to be chief 
commaader, equally remarkable for his fimpltcity, 
difcipline, and Tirtuc ; tod upon coming to thecm- 
pire he was found to be oiiebf the grcateft iKohftcrs 
df cruelty thafecver diljgraced power; and, fearful. of 
nothing ntmfelf, he fecmed to fport with the terrors 
of all mankind. 

• However, his cruelties did not retard his imlitary 
operations, -which were carried on with a fpirit be- 
coming a better monarch. He overthrew the Ger- 
mans in feveral battles, wafted all their country with 
fire and fword for four hundred miles together, and 
fct a rrfoltftion of (ubduing all the northern nations 
as far as the ocean. In thefc expeditions, in order to 
attach the foldiers more firmly to him, he encreafed 
their pay ; and in every duty of the camp, he himfelf , 
took as much pains as the meaneft centinel in his 
army, (hewing incredible courage and affiduity. In 
every engagement, wherever the conflifi: was hotteft, 
Maximin was always fcen fighting there in perfon, 
and deftroying all before him : for, b^ng'bred a 
barbarian, he confidered it as his duty to combat 
as a common foldier, while he commanded as a 
general. 

In the mean time, his cruelties had fo alienated 
the minds of his fubje£b, that feveral confpiracies 
were fecretly aimed againft him. None of them 
however fucceeded, till at laft his own foldici^s being 
long harraifed by famine and fatigue, and hearing of 
revolts on every fide, refolved to terminate their ca- 
lamities by the tyrant's death. His great ftrength, 
and his being always armed, were, at firft, the prin- 
cipal motives to deter any from aflafithating him ; btit 
at length having made his guards accomplices in 
their defign, they fet upon him, while he flept at 
noon in his tent, and flew both him and his fon, 
whom he had made his partner in the empire, with- 
out any oppofition. Thus died this moft remarkable 
O man I 
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. man, after an ufurpation of about three years^ and 
in the fixtf fifth year of his age. His af&duity when 
:in humble ftatioiii and his jcruelty when in power, 
.ferve very well to evince, that there arc fome men, 
.whofe virtues .are iitted for obfcurity ; as th^e arc 
^others, who only fliew tbem&lves great, when placed 
in an exalted ftation. 

*j Q The tyrant being dead, and his body 

A 'd 5 R* thrown to dogs and birds of prey, Pu- 

' * 3 ' pieaus and Balbinus continued for fome 
time emperors viothout oppofition. 

But differing among ^hemfelves, the praetorian fol- 
diers, who were the. cnemies^f both, fet upon them 
iin their palace, at a time when their guards were 
amufed with feeing theCapitblipe games, and drag* 
jpng them from the palace towards the camp, flew 
.them both, leaving their dead bodies in the ftreets, 
as a dreadful inftance of- their Edition. 
Tj Q J ^^ ^^^ midd of this fedition, as the 

A*D 8* mutineers were proceeding along, they, 
' 3 • by accident, met Gordian, ^he grandfon 
of him who wasilain in Africa, whom they declared 
emperor on the fpot. This prince was but fixteen 
years old when he began his reign, but his virtues 
feemed to .compenfate for his want of experience. 
His principal aims were, to unite the pppofing mem- 
bers of the government, and to reconcile the foldiers 
and citizens to each other. 

The army, however, began, as ufual, to mui?n\if, 
and their complaints were artfully fomented by Philip 
an Arabian, who was praetorian prsefedb. Things 
thus proceeding from jjad to worfe, Philip was, at 
firft, made equal in the command Of the empire ; 
fliortly after, he was invefted with the fole power, 
and, at length, findinghimfelf capable of perpetrat- 
ing his long meditated cruelty, Gordian was, by his 
order, ffain, in the twehty fecond year of his age, at^ 
ter a iiiccefsful reign of near fix years. 

PhiKp, 
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Philip, having thus murdered his be- ^ q ^ 
nefa£tor, was fd fortunate as to be im- a't\' ^^ 
mediately acknowlcdgedemperor by the ' • 43* 
army. Upon his exaltation, he aflbciated his fon, a 
boy of fix years of age, as his partner in the empire; 
and, in order to fecure his power tt home, made 
peace with the Perfians, and marched his army to- 
wards Rome. However, the army revolting in favour 
of Decius^ his general, and fetting violently upon 
him, one of the centincls, at a blow cut off his head, 
or rather cleaved it afuiider, feparating the under jaw 
from the upper. He died m the forty-fifth year of 
his age, after a reign of about five years ; Decius 
being univerfally acknowledged as his fuccefibr. 

The aftivity and wifdom of Decius jj p 
feemed, in fome meafufe, to flop the * * rC ^^^g* 
haftening decline of the Roman empire. • • 4 • 
"The fenate feemed to thin^ To highly of his merits, 
that they voted him not inferior to Trajan; and in- 
deed he feemed, in every ihftance, to confult their 
dignity in pS^rticuUr, and the welfare of all the infe- 
rior ranks of people. 

But no virtues could now prevent the approaching 
downfall of the ftate : the obftrnate difputes between 
the Pagans ^nd the chriftians within the empire, and 
the unceafing irruptions of barbarous natibns from 
without, infeeblea it beyond the power of remedy. 
He was killed in an ambafcade of the enemy in the 
fiftieth year of his age, after a (hort reign of two 
y^^ars and fix months. 
4 ^ • / Galliis, who had betrayed the Roman yy p 
^ ^ /rmy, had addrefs enough to get hirafei \^ ^®^^' 
declaredcmperofbythaipartof it which ^^'* 

furviv^d the defeat ; he was forty five years old when 
he began to reign, and was decended from an ho- 
nourable family in Rome. He was the firft who 
bought a diflionourablc peace from the enemies of 
O 2 

Digitized by LaOOQ IC 



%fM THEHISTORT O* TME 

the (late, agreeing to pay a confiderable atmual ta^ 
bute to the Goths^ whom it;.was hi$4ut}r to reprels. 

'He was r^rdlcfe of every national calaimty,/Mid 
Ipft to debauch and fen&aUty. The\pagan8 wefc 
allowed apowcr o%erfecutingd)eChri(Uan8 through 
all parts of the ftate. Thefe calan^ittes were fucceed- 
edbpi peftilence fromHeaven^ that feemed to hare 
in general fpread over every part of the earth, and 
which continued raging for fevoral years, in an un« 
heard of manner; «id all thefe by a^ciyil war, which 
followed fhortly after, between Gallus and his gene- 
ral ^milianus, who, baring gained a viftory over 
. the Goths, was proclaimed^emp^ror by his conquer* 
ing army. Gallus hearing this, foon roufed from 
the intoxications of pleafure, and prepared to oppofe 
his dangerous rival;' he with\h1s fbn were ilain by 
iEmilian^$« in a battle fought in Meefia. His-deatn 
was merited, and hisoFlces were fuch as to deferve 
the dcteftation of pofterity. He died in the fbrty- 
jTeventh year of bis age, after an unhappy reign of tiXM> 
years and four mondis, in which the em|>ire fttfiered 
inexpreflible calamities. 

jj Q ^ Tbc fenate ref ufed to acknowledge the 
m't\ ^ * claims of -ffimilianlis : and an army that 

' ^^3- was ftationed near the Alps, ohdfe Vale- 
rian, their own commander, to fucceed to tbc 
throne, who fet about reforming- thejftate with a fpi- 
rit that femed to mark a good mind and unabated 
vigour. But reformation was then grown almoft im- 
prafticable. The Perfians, under their king Sapor» 
invaded Syria, and comkig into Mefopotamia, took 
the unfortunate Valerian prifon^r, as he was making 
preparations to oppofe then(^. • Nothing can exceed 
the indignities, as well as the cruelties, which wei!« 
praAifed upon this unhappy monarch, thus fallen in- 
to the hands of his enemies. Sapor, we are told, 
always ufed him as a footftool for mountin| hia 
horfc : he added the bitterriefs of ridicule to his in- 

fults, 
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ihki; sMid ufuaBy obferved, that an attitude like 
that to which Valerian was reduced, wa«f the bfcft 
ftatue that could be ere£led in honour of his vi&ory. 
This horrid lifie of infult and fufierance continued for 
feven years; and was^ at length, terminated^ by 
the cruel Perfian's commanding his prifoner's eyes to 
be plucked out, and afterwards caufing him to be 
flead sdivei 

Valerian being, taken prifoner, as hath rj q ^ ^ 
been juft mentioned, Galicnus, his fon, ^ ' -pJ '^ ' 
promiiing to revenge the infult, was * ' ^^* 
chofen emperor, being then about forty-one years 
old. However' be foon difcovcred that he fought 
rather thie fplendors, thian the toils, of emp^ire j for 
rfter haiFing overthrown Ingenuus, a commander in 
Pannoniai) who had affamedthe title of emperor, he 
f<M down^ ffs if fatigued with conqueft^ and gave 
bsmfelf up to eafe^and Juxury. 

Irwaratthis time, that no lefs than thirty preten- 
ders) were fccn contending with each other for the 
dominion of the ft ate, ^d adding the calamities of 
civil war, to the reft of the ipisfortUnes of this devot- 
ed empire. Thefe are generally known in hiftory 
b^ the name of the Thirty Tyrants. 

In this general calamity, Galienus, though at firft 
feemingly infeniible, was, at length, obliged, for 
bis own private fecurity, to take the field, and led 
an army to befiege the city of Milan, which had 
been taken by one of the thirty ufurping tyrants.. 
It was there he was flain by his own foldiers, 
Martian, ond of his generals^ having confpired againft 
him. 

Flavins Claudius being nominated to tt ^ 
fucceed, ^was joyfully accepted by all ^'h' ^^^l' 
orders of the ftate, and his title connrm- * * 
ed by tht fenate and the people. We are not fuffi- - 
ciemlv aflured of this emperor's lineage and coun- 
try. iSome affirm that he was bom in Dalmatia, . 
O 3 and 
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anckdefcended from an ancient family there ; others 
afierty that he wa^.a Trojan; and others, ftill, that 
he was (on to the emperor Gordian. But whatever 
might have been bis defcent^ his merits were by no 
means doubtful. , He was a man ofgreat valour and 
condud, having performed the moft excellent fer- 
Tices againft the Goths, who had long continued to 
make their irruptions into the empire; but on his 
march againft the barbarous people, as he approach- 
ed near the city Sirmium^ in Pannonia, he was 
fetzed with a peitilential fever, of which he died in a 
few days to the great 1-egret of his fubjcc^s, and tfie 
irreparable lofs of the Roman empire. 
, J p Upon the death of Glaudius, Aure- 

atV'^ ^' Han was univerfeUy acknowledged by 
A. i^. 270. ^y ^j^ ^^^^g ^f ^j^^ empire, and affumed 

the command with a greater (hare of power than his 
prcdec«flbr8»had enjoyed for fome time before. This 
aiiive monarch was bom of mean and obfcure paren- 
tage in Dacia, and was about fifty-five years old at^ 
the time of his coming to the throne. He had fpent 
^ the early part of his life in the army, and had rifen 
'through all the gradations of piilitary duty. He was 
of unihaken courage arid amazing ftrength ; he, in 
one fingle engagement, killed forty of the eneitiy 
with his own hand, and above nine htmdred at fe- 
veral different times. In fliort, his valour and ex-. 
pedition were fuch, that he was compared to JuHus 
Caefar ; and, in fa6^, only wanted miltinefs and cfe- 
mcncy to be every way bis eqiiaL 

Among the number of thofe who were com- 
pelled to fubmit to his power, we may reckon the 
famous Zcnobia, queen of Palmyra. He fubdued 
lier country, deftroyed her city, and took her pri- 
fdner. Longinus, the celebrated critic, who was 
fecretary to the queen, was by Aureliart's order put 
to ikath. Zenobia was referved to grace his triumph, 
and afterwards allotted fuch land^, and fuch an in- 
come. 
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come, as ferved to maintain her in almoft her former 
fplendor. 

His icveritlcs at laft, were the caufe of his deftrue- 
tion. Menedheus, his principal fecretary, having 
been threatened by him, for fome fault, which he 
had committed, formed a confpiracy againft him, 
and as the emperor pafled, with a fmallrguard, from^ 
Uraclea, in Thrace, towards Byzantium, the confpi- 
rators fet upon him at once, and flew him with-very 
fmall rcfiftance. He was flain*Hi the fixtieth, or, as- 
fome fay, the fixty-third year of bis age, afteravefy 
aaive rergn of ahnoft five years; 

After iome time, the fenate made \j q j^^g 
choice of Tacitus, a man of great merit, ..' p' '' 

and no way ambitious of the honours "* * '^* 
that were offered him, being at that time feventy- 
five years M. 

A reign begim with much moderadon and juftice, 
only wanted continuance, to have made the empire 
happy; but after enjoying the empire about fixmomhs,^^ 
he died of a fever in his march to oppofe the Perfians 
and Scythians^ who had invaded the eaftern parts of 
the empire. 

During this fliort period, the fenate feemed to have 
a large mare of authority, and^the hiftorians of the 
times are one and all liberal of their praifes, to 
fuch emperors as were tiius willing to divide their 
power. 

Upon the death of Tacitus, the whole army, as if 
by common confent, cried out that Probus fhould 
be emperor. He was forty four years old wlien he 
afcended the throne ; was born of nol^Ie paren- 
tage at Sirmium in Pannonia, and bred up a foldier 
from his youth. He began early to diftinguiih him- 
fdf for his difcipline and valour ; being frequently 
the firft man that, in befleging towns, fcaled the 
walls, or that burft into the enemy's camp. He was 
HniiiiWy remarkable for fingle combats, and faving 

O 4 the 
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the lives of many eminent citixeo$. Nor w^re hU 
aSivity and courage, when eleded to the empire, 
l^fs apparent than in his, private flat ion. Every year 
now produced oiily new calamities to the empire ; 
and frcfh irruptions on eyery fide threatened univer- 
fal defolation : perhaps at this time, no abilities ex* 
cept thofe of Probus, were capable of oppofing fuch 
united invafiont* 

However, in the end, his own mutinous fokliers 
taking their opportunity, as he was marching into 
Greece, f(^ upon, and flew him» after he had 
reigned fix years and four months, with general ap- 
probation. ^ 
U C 07< Cams, who was pratoman ptxkQt to 
AD *a8^ tbedeceafed©mpcror,w^chofenbythc 

• * 3'g|.0|y, lo fudceed him; and he, to 
ftrengthen his authority, united hift two Tons, Cari^ 
nus and Nuoierian, with him in command; the 
former of whom was as- much fulliedby his vices, at 
the younger was remarkable for his virtues, modefly, 
^nd courage. Carus was, (hordy after hit exaltation 
ftrupk dead, by lightning in lus tent, with many, 
others that were round him. 

Numerian, the youneer (on, who. accompanied 
his father in this expecOtion, was inconfolable for 
his death, and brought fuch adiforder upon his eyes, 
with weeping, that he was obliged to be carried 
along with the army, fhut up in a clofe litter. The 
peculiarity^ of his fitoation, after forae time, excited 
the ambition of Aft)er, his father-in-law, who fup- 
pofed that 'he could now, without any great danger, 
aim at the empire himfelf. He, therefore, hired a. 
mercenary villain to murder the emperor in his Ut- 
ter ; and, the better to conceal the fad, gave out 
that he was ftill alive, but imable to iendure the 
light,. The ofFenfiVcnefij.hawever, of its fmell, at 
lengtb,difQOvered the treachery, and excited an uni^ 
verfal.uproaf throughout the whole army. In the 
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midft of this tumult, Dioclefian, one of the moll riot^ 
ed commanders of his .time, was chofen emperor, 
and withf his own hand flew Afper ; haying thus, as 
it is faid, fulfilled a prophecy, which had faid that 
Dioclcfian fliould be; emperor after he had flain a 
Boar. / ■ . 

Carihus,the remaining fon, did not long fiirvive 
his father and brother. • /: 

Dioclefl'an wasaperfonoftneaubirth; ♦, ^ ^^ 
being fuppofed to be, according tofome, . * ^ ^J* 
the fon of a fcrivener ; and of a flave, * * ^' 
according to others; He received his name from 
Dioclea, the town in which he was born, being 
about forty years old when he was elefted to theem» 
pire. He owed his exahation entirely to his merit ; 
having paflTed through all the gradations of office, 
"with fagacity, courage, and fuccefs. 

In his time the northern hive, as it was called, 
poured down their fwarms of barbarians upon tfie 
Roman empire. Ever at war with the Romans, 
they ifliied when the armies that were 10 reprefs their 
invafions, were called away, ; and upon their re- 
turn, they as fuddenly withdrew into their cold bar- 
ren, and tnacceflible retreats, which only themfelvcs ' 
' could endure. In this manner, the Scythians, Goths, 
Sarmatians, Alani, Carfii, and Quadi, came down 
in incredible numbers, while every defeat feemed 
but to encreafe their ftrength an.d perfeverance. Af- 
ter gaining many viSories over thefe, afid in the 
mtdft of his triumph) Dioclefian and Maximian, his 
partner in the empire, furprifed the world by re. 
figning their dignities on the fame day, and both re. 
tiring into private ftatiohs. In this contented man- 
ner Diodefiaa lived for fome time, andatlaftdied ei- 
ther by poifonormadnefs, but this is uncertain. His 
reign, which continued', twenty^ years, was aSive 
and ufcful ; and his authority which ^a» tinftured 
O ^ with 
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with feverity, was well adapted to the depraved flare 
of morals ^ th^ time. 

U C iW^/ ^P^" ^^^ reffgnation of the two em- 
A * D 'ZOA ?^^^^^' ^^^ ^^'® Csefars whom they Jiarf 

• ' ^ ^* before chofen, were univerfalFy acknow- 
ledged as their fucceflbrs, namely, Conftantius Chlo- 
rus, who was fo calkd from the palenefs of his com- 
plexion, being virtuous, valiant, and jnerciful, and 
Galerius, who was brave, but brutal, incontinent, 
and cruel. As there was fuch difparity in their 
tempers, <bey readily agreed, upon coming into 
full. power, to divide the empire j ^Conflamiiis being 
appointed to govern the weftern parts. 

Conftantius died in Britain, appointing Conilan- 
tine his fon, as his fucceffor, Galerius 'was feized 
with a very exfraordinairy diforder in his privities^ 
which l^affled all the^ikill of his phyficians, and car- 
ried him olBF, after he had langui(hed in torments foF 
near the fpace of a year. 

IJ C fi Conftantlne, afterwards fomamed the 
A D '^ "*' Great, had fome competitors at fii ft for 
* ^* ' the throne. Among the reft was Max- 
entius, who was at that time in poffeiTion of Rome, 
and a ftedfaft aflertor of piiganifm. It was in Con- \ 
Hantine's march againft that ufurper, that we are al- ^ 
fared he was converted to Chriftianity by a very ex- 
traordinary appearance^ One evening,.as we are told, 
the army being upon its march towards Rome, Con- 
ftantine was taken up with various confiderations up- 
on the fate of fublunary things, and the dangers of 
his approaching expedition: fcnfible of his own inca- 
pacity to fuQceed without divine affiftance, be em- 
ployed his meditations upon the opinions that were 
chiefly agitated among mankind, and fent up his 
ejaculations to Heaven toinfpirehimwith wifdontto 
cbufe the path to purfue. It was then, as the fan 
was declining, that there fuddeply appeared a pillar 
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©flight in the heavens, in the fafhion of acrofs, with 
this infcription TOTTO NIKA, In this overcome, Sc 
extraordinary an appearance did not fail to create 
aftonifhitient both in the emperor and his whole 
army, who confidered it as their various difpofition^ 
led ihem to believe, Thofe who were attached to 
paganifrti, prompted by their arufpices, pronounc* 
ed it to be a moft inaufpicious omen, portending the 
- moft unfortunate events : but it made-a diflferentim- 

\ prefllon on the emperor's mind: who, as the account 
goes, was farther encouraged by viiions the fame 
, night. He therefore, the, day following, taufed a 
royal ftandard to be made, like that which he had 
feen in the heavens, and commanded it to be carried 
before him in his wars, as an enfign of viSbry and 
celeftial proteQion* After t^is, he confuited with 
feveral of the principal teachers of Chriftianity, and 
made a public avowal bf that facffed perfuafion. 

Conftantine having thus attached his foldiers to 
his intereft, who were moftly of the Chriftian per- 
fuafion, loft no time in entering Italy, with ninety 
' tlioufand foot, and eight thoufand horfe j and foort 
advanced abnoft to the very jgates of Rome. Maxen- 
tius advanced from the city, with an army of an 
hiJndred and feventy thoufand foot, and eighteen 
thoufand horfe. The eng^agement was for fome 
time, fierce and bloody, till his cavalry being rout- 
ed, vifiory declared upon the fide of his opponent,, 
and he himfelf was drowned in his flight, by the 
breaking down of a bridge,, as he attempted to crofs' 
. the Tiber. 

Conftantine, in cenfeqnencc of this vr6h)ry, en- 
tering the city, difclaimed alf praifes which the fe- 
nate and people were ready to offer \ afcribing bi» 
fnccefs to a fuperior power. He even eaufed the 
crofs^ which he was (aid to have feen in the heavens, 
to be placed at the right of all his ftatues,^ with this 
infcription^ ^^ That under the iofluence of that vic«< 

•*torioi» 
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** torkms cfofs, Conftantine had delivered th^.city 
** from the yoke of tyrannical power, and had re- 
•*ftorcd the fenate and people of Rome to their an- 
** cicnt authority.'* Hfe afterwards ordained thaf 
no criminal (hould, for the future, fuffer death by 
thecrofs, which had formerly been the mod ufual 
wayofpunilhirtgilavesconvidedof capital offence?. 
£di6b were foon after iffued, declaring that the 
ChriiKan$ (hould be eaftd from all their grievances, 
and received'into places of truft and authority. 

Things continued in this ftate for fome time, 
Conftantine contributing what was in his power to' 
the in tereft^ of religion, and the revival of learning, 
-which had long been upon the decline, and was al^ 
moft wholly extind in the empire. But in the midft 
of thefe airtduittes,the peace of the empire was again 
difturbed by the preparations of Maximin, who go- 
verned in the Ea(t; and who, defirous of a full par- 
ticipation of power, marched againft Licinius, with 
a very numerous army. In confequehce of this ftep, 
after many confliSs, a general engagement enf^ed, 
in which Maximin fiiffered a total defeat : many of 
his troops were cut to pieces, and thofe that fdrvived 
{iibmitted to the conqueror. Having, however, 
cfcaped the general carnage, he once more put him- 
felf at the head of another army, rcfolving to try the 
foitune of the field ; but his death prevented the de-» 
fign. As he died by. a very extraordinary kind of 
madncfs, the Chriftians, of whonri he ^as the de- 
clared enemy, did not fail to afcribe his end to a 
judgment from Heaven ; but this was the age in 
which falfe judgments and falfe miracles, made up 
the bulk of uninftruSive hiftory. 

Conftantine and Licinius thiis remaining undif* 
puted pofTefibrs and partners in the empire, altthinga 
promifcd a peaceable continuance of fricndfhip and 
power. However, it. was foon found, that the fame 
ambition that ahned after a part; would be content 

with 
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withnothing lefs^ than the whole. Pagan writers 
afcrie the rupture, between ihefe two potentates 
to Conftantine;^ ^while the Chriftians, on the other 
hand, impute it wholly to Licinius. Both iides 
exerted all their power to make oppoHtion ; an^, at 
the head of very formidable armies, came to an en* 
gagement near Cybalis, In Pannbnia. Conftantine, ^ 
previous to the battle, in the-midft of his Chriftian 
bifliops, begged the afliftance of Heaven j while Li- 
cinius, with equal zeal, called upon the pagan priefts 
to intercede with the gods in his favofir.^ The fuc- 
cefs was on the fide of truth : Conftantmc, afteran 
obftinate refinance, became vi£torious ; took the 
enemy's camp ; and, after fome time compelled Li- 
cinius to fue for a truce, which was agreed upon. 
But this viras of no long continuance ; for foon after 
the war breaking out afreih, and the riyals confling 
once more to a general engagement, it proved deci- 
five. Licinius was entifjeiy defeated, and purfued 
by Conftantine into Nfeomedia, where he furren- 
dered himfelf up to theviSor ; having firft obtained 
. an oath that his life (hould be fpared, and that he 
fhould be permitted to pafs the remainder of his 
days in retirement. This, however, Conftantine 
fhortly after broke ; for either fearing his defigns, ^ 
or finding hint aQuallv engaged in freffi confpira- 
cies, he commanded nim to be put to death, toge- ' 
ther with Martian, his general, who, fome time 
before, had been created Caefar. 

Conftantine being thus fole moniarch of the cm* 
pire, refolved to eAablifh Chriftianity on fo fure a 1 
bafis, that no new revolutions fhotild (hake it. He 
conmianded that in all the provinces of the empire 
the orders of the bifhops (hould be exaftly Sbeyed. 
He called alfo a general council of thefe, in order to 
reprefs the herefies that had already crept into the 
church, particularly that of Arius. To this place 
repaired about three hundred and eightceir biffiops, 

* befides 
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bcfides z multitude of prefcyters and deacons, to- 
gether with the enaperor himfelf ; who all, except 
about feventeen, concurred in. condemning the 
tenets ofArius; and this hecefiarch, with bis 
aflbciates, was banifhed into a remote part of the 
empire. 

Having thus reftored univerfal tranquility to the 
empire, he was not able toward off the calamities of 
a more domeftic nature. As the wretcbed^liiftories , 
of this period are entirely at variance with each other, 
it is noteafy to tell the motives which Ijnduced him 
to put his wife Faufta and bis fon Criipus to death. 
The mofl plaufible account is this. Faufta, the em- 
prcfs, who was a wonmn of great beauty, but of ex- 
travagant defires, had long, though fecretly, Idved 
Crifpus, Conftantjne's fon by a former .wife. She "^ 
had tried every art to infpire this youth with a mu- 
tual palTion ; and finding her more diftant efforts in- 
effe^ual, had even the confidence to make him an 
©pen confeffion of her defires. This produced an ex- 
planation, which was fatal to both. Crifpus receiv- 
ed her addrcffes with deteftation ; andijie, to be re- 
venged, accufed him to the emperor. Conftantine, 
ftrcd at once with jealoufy and rage, ordered him to 
die without an hearing, nor did hfs innocence ap- 
pear till it was too late for redrefs. The only repar 
#ation therefore that remained, was the putting 
Faufta, -the wicked inftrument of his former cruelty, 
ip death ; which was accordingly executed upon her, 
together with fome others^ who had been accom^ 
pKces in her falihood and trcacl^ry. 

But it is fuppofed that all the good (le did w»s 
not equal to recompenfe the evil the empire ftiftain- 
ed by his transferring the feat of it from Rome to 
Byzantium, or Conftantinople, as it was afterwards 
called. Whatever might have been the reafons 
which induced him to this undertaking ;^ whether 
it was becaufe h^ was offended at fome affront» he 
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had received at, Rome, or that he fuppofed Con-, 
ft^ntinople more in the centre of the empire: or that 
he thought the eallern parts more required his pre- 
fence ; experience has (hewn that they were all weak 
•and groundlefs. Theempirehad long before been in 
a moil declining (late; but this, in a great meafure, 
gave precipitation to its dowiifal. After this it ne- 
ver re fumed its former fplendor, but, like a flower 
tranfplanted into a foreign clime, languifhed by de- 
grees, and at length funk into nothing. 

His firft defign was to build a city, which he 
might make the capital of the world ; and for this 
purpofe, he made choice of a Atuation at Chalcedon. 
in Afia Minor ; hut we are tbtd, that in laying out 
the ground plan, an eagle caught up the line, and 
flew with it over to Byzantium, a city, which lay 
upon the oppofite fide of the Bofphorirs Here, 
therefore, it was thought expedient tq tix the fear 
of empire ; and> indeed, nature feemed to have 
formed it with all the conveniences, and all the 
beauties, which might induce power to make it the 
feat of reiidence. It whs fituated on a plain that 
lofe gently from the water : it commanded that 
ftreight which unites the Mediterranean with the 
Euxine fea, and was furnifhed \yith all the advaiv 
tages which the moft indulgent climate could be- 
ftow. This cfty, therefore, he beau- ^ A toSa 
lifted with the rtoft magnificent edi- .' j^ ^j^ 
fices: he divided it int^ fourteen ^' ^' -^SO- 
regions ; built a capUol, an amphitheatre, many 
churches, and other ptA)lic works ; and, having^ 
thus rendered it equal to the magnificence of his 
idea, he dedicated it in a very ibiemn manner to 
the God of jnartyrs ; and in about two years after 
repaired thither with his whole coUrt. 
. This removal produced no immediate alteration 
in the government of the empire ^ the inhabitaotsof 
Rome, though with relu£Unce> fubmitted to the 

change ^ 
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change ; nor was there for two or three years any 
difturbance m the (late, until, at length, the Gothis 
finding that the Romans had withdrawn allthetrgar- 
rifons, along the Danube, renewed their inroads, and, 
ravaged the country with unheard of cruelty. Con- 
ftantine, however, foon repreft their incurfions, and 
foffraitened them, that near an hundred thoufand of 
their number perilhed by cold and hunger. 

Another great error afcribed to him is the divid- 
ing the empire among his fons. Conftantinc, the 
emperor's eldeft fdn, commanded in Gaul, and the 
weftern provinces; Conftantius, his fecond, govern- 
ed Africa and Illyricum ; and Conilans, the young- 
eft, ruled in Italy. This divifion of the empire ftill 
farther contributed to its dowjifal ; for the united 
ftrenglh of the ftate being no longer brought to re- 
prefs invafion, the barbarians fought with fuperior 
numbers, and conquered at laft, though often de- 
feated. Conftantine was above fixty years old, and 
had reigned above thirty, when be found his health 
began to decline. His diforder, which was an ague, 
cncreafing, be went to Nicomedia, where finding 
himfelf without hopes of a recovery, he caufed him- 
fetf to be baptized ; and, having foon after received 
the facramenr, he expired after a memorable and 
ftSdve reign of almoft thirty-two years. 

CHAP. XXV. 

Of the deftruSion of the Roman Empire, af- 
ter the death of Conftantine, and the events 
which haftened its cataftfophe. 
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M this dreary period the recovery of the 
eftrpire was become defperate, no wifdom could 
o*iat€ its decadence, ro courage oppofc the evils 

that 
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that furroundcd it on every fide. Were we to enter 
into a detail concerning the charafters of the princes 
of thofe times, it fhould be rather of the conquer- 
ors, not the conquered; of thofe Gothic chiefs who 
led a more virtuous and more courageous people to 
the conqueft of nations, corrupted by vice and en- 
crvated by luxury. 

Thefe barbarians were at firft unknown to the 
Romans, and for fome time after had been only in- 
commocKous to them. But they were now become 
formidable, and arofe in fuch numbers, that the 
earth feemed to produce a new race of mankind, to 
complete the empire's deftrudion. They had been 
increafing in their hideous deferts, amidft regions 
iFrightful ^ith eternal fnows, and had long only 
waited the opportunity of coming down into a more 
favourable climate, Againft fuch an* enemy nro 
courage could^ avails nor abilities be fuccefsful ; a 
vidory only c\|t off numbers without an habitation, 
and a^ name, foon to be fucceeded by others equally 
defperate and obfcure. 

The emperors who had to contend witb this peo« 
pie, were moft of them furnifhed neither with 
- courage nor condud to oppofe. Their reiidence in 
Aiia feemed to enervate their manners, and pro- 
duced a defire in them to be adored U^ the mo* 
narchs of the E&ft. %Sunk in fdftnefs, they fhewed 
themfelves with lefs frequency to the foldiers, they 
became more indolent, fonder of domeftic plea- 
fures, and more abftraQed from the empire. Con- 
Aantius, who reigned thirty-eight years, was weak, 
timid, and unfucctfsful; -governed by his eunuchs 
and his wives^; and un6t to prop the falling em- 
pire. Julian, his fucceflbr, furnamed the Apoftate, 
upon account of his relapfing into paganifm, was, 
notwithftaiiding, a very good and a very valiant 
prince. He, by his wifdom, conduft, and cwro- 

nomy. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



306 *rHE HISTORY OF THE 

»omy, chafed the barbarians, that had taken fifty 
towns upon the Rhine, out of their ne.w fettlements; 
and his name was a terror to them during liis reign, 
which lafted but two J^ears. Jovian and Valenti- 
nian had virtue and ftrength fufficient to preferve 
the empire from inuncdiately falling under its ene- 
mies. No prince faw the Tieceffity of reftoring the 
ancient plan of the empire more than Valcntinian ; 
the former emperors had drained away all the fron- 
tier garrifons, merely to ftrengthen their own power 
at home ; but his whole life was. employed in forti- 
fying the banks of the Rhine; making levies, raif* 
ing caftles, placing troops in proper ftations, and 
furniftiing them with fubfiftence far their fupport ; 
but an event, that no human prudence could fore- 
fee, brought'up a new enemy to affift in the uni- 
verfal deftruQion. 

That traft of land which lies between the Palus 
M^otis, the mountains of Caucafus and the Cafpian 
fea, was inhabited* by a numerous favage people, 
that went by the name of the Huns and Allanes. 
Their fpil was fertile, and the inhabitants fond of 
robbery and plunder. As they imagined it imprac- 
ticable to crofs the Palus Maeotis, they w^ere alto- 
gether unacquainted with the Romans, fo that they 
remained confined within the limits their ignor- 
ance had afligried 1[hem, while othfer nations plun- 
dered with fecurity. It has been the opinion of 
fome. that the flime which was rolled down by the 
currJSnt of the Tanais, had, by degrees, formed a 
kind of incruftation on Uie furface of the Cimme- 
rian ^ofphorus, over which thofe people are fup- 
pofedito have pafled. Others relate that two young 
Scythians, being in fpU^purfuit of an heifer, the 
terrified creature, fwam over an arm of the fea, 
and the youths immediately following her, found 
themfelves in a new world, upon the oppofite 

ftore*. 
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fliore. Upon their return, they did not fail to re- 
late the wonders of the ftrange lands and countries, 
which they had difcovered. Upon their iniforma- 
tion, an innumerable body of Huns palTed thofe 
freights, and meeting firft with the Goths, made 
tha.t people fly before them. The Goths, in con* 
ftcrnation^, prefented themfelves on the banks of the 
Danube, and, with a fuppliant air, entreated the 
Romans fo allow them a place of refuge. This 
they eafily obtained from Valens, who affigned 
them feveral portions of land in Thrace, but left, 
them deftitute of all needful fupplies. Stimulated, 
therefore, by hunger and rfefentment, they foon af- 
ter rofe againft Iheir proteftors, and, in a dreadful 
engagemient, which was fought near Adrianople, 
they deftroyed Valens himfelf, and the greateftpart 
of his army. 

It was in this manner the Roman armies grew 
weaker.; fo that the emperors, finding it difficult, at 
laft, to raife levies in the provinces, were obliged to 
hire one body of barbarians to oppofe another. This 
expedient had its ufe m circumft.ances of immedi- 
ate danger; but when that was over, the Romans 
found it was as difficult to rid themfelves of their, 
new. allies, as of their former enemies. Thus the, 
empire was not ruined by any particular inyafion, 
but funk gradually under the weight of feveral at^ 
tacks made upon it 00 every fide. When the bar- 
barians had wafted one province, thofe who fuc- . 
ceeded the firft fpoilers; proceeded on to another. 
Their devaftations were at firft limited to Thrace, 
Myfia, and Pannonia ; tut whence thefe countries 
w^re ruined, they deftroyed Macedonia, Theffaly, 
and Greece; and from thence they expatiated to 
Noricum. The empire was in this manner con- 
tinually fhrinking, and Italy, at laft, became the 
frontier of its own dominion. 
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The valcnr and condud of Thcodofms, in fomft 
mcafurc, retarded the deftruSbn thit had begun in 
thetinxe of Valens, but iipon his death the enemy 
beckme irrcfiAible. A lafgft body of Goths had been 
callc^ in to affift the regular forces of the empire, . 
under the command of Aiaric^ their king; but 
what was brought in to flop' the univerfa! decline 
proved the moft mortal ffiab to its fecurity. This 
Gothic {^rincej who is reprcfefited as brave, iApc^- 
tiiousj and entefprixing, perceiving the weaknefsl- 
, of the ftate, and hcyw little Arcadius and Honoring; 
the fuccelTors of Theodofius, were able to ftcure it ; 
being inftigated alfo, ftlH farther, by the artifrcer' 
of one RufaTius, who had deftgns upon the throne 
himfelf; this warlike prince, ITay, putting him- 
ftif at the head of hi^ bai»b^roo9 forces, declared 
war againft his employers; and fougtjt tbc' armier 
of tht empire for (bmc ye^rs witft va;i^ious fuccefs. 
However, in^ proportion ai^ his' troops^ werecut off, 
he received-new (opplies frt^n His native fcmeftk:; 
Undy at length, puttinfg his' mighty defigns in-e5cecu» 
tion, paflerf the A^p8, and poured down, like a 
torrent, among the fruitful vaRies of Itafy. This; 
chattning region had long been the feat of indolence 
and fcnfual delight ; its fields were now turned into 
gardens of plcaf'ure,.that only ferved to enervate the 
pofleflbrs, from having once been a nurfery of mili- 
tary ftrength, that furnifHed foldters for- the con- 
queft of mankind. The timidinhabitants, therefore, 
beheld, with terror, a dreadful enemy ravaging in 
the midft of their country, while their wretched 
emperor, Honorius, who was then in Ravenna, ftlU 
only feemed refolved to keep up his dignity, iand to 
refufc any acconttnod^tion. But the inhabitants of 
Rome felt the calamities of the times with double 
aggravation. This great city, that had long fat 
as miftrefs of the worlds now faw berfeff betfee^ed 
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.by an army of fierce and lerrible barbarians; and 
being, crowded with inhabitant?, it was reduced,'by 
the extremities of peftilence and famine, ro a ipoft 
deplorable fituation. In this extremity the fenatc 
, diipatched^heir ambafladors toAlarip, defiring him 
cither to grant them peace upon reasonable terms, 
or to give them leave to %ht it with him, in the 
. open field* ' To this meflage, however, the Gothic 
monarch only replied, wuh a burft of laughter, 
' *' that thick grafs was eader cut than thin :" im- 
plying, that their troops, when cooped up within 
. the narrow. cX)mpaf9^ of the city, would be more 
-eafily overcome, than when drawn out in order of 
battle. When they came to debate about a peace, 
he demanded all their riches, and all their flaves. 
' When he was aiked, " what then he would leave 
them; he fternly replied, ** their lives." Thefe were 
_ . hard cojiditions for fuch a celebrated city to accept ; 
but, compelled by the neceffity of the times, they 
raifed an tmmenfe treafurfc, both by taxation anq 
ftripping the heathen temples; and thu8,^t length, 
bought off their fierce invader. But this was but a 
temporary removal of the calamity; for Alaric now 
finding that he might become mafter of Rome 
whenever he thought proper, returned with his ar- 
my, a fhort time after; preffed it more clofely than 
he had done before, and at lafl: took it ; jj q ^ 
• but whether by force or ftratagem, ^^ a' r\ :.q 
not agreed among hiftorians. Thus, • • 4 • 
t^at tity which for ages had plundered the reft of 
the world, and enriched herfelf with the fpoils of 
mankind, now felt, in turn, the fad reverfe of for- 
tune, and fuflFered all that barbarity could inflift, 
or patience endure. The foldiers had free -liberty 
to pillage all places except the Chriftian churches ; 
and, in the midft of this horrible defolation, fo 
great was the reverence of the barbariaiw for our 
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holy religion, that the pagan Romans found fafety 
in applying to thofe of the Chriftian perfuafion for 
protefb'on. This dreadfal devaftation continued 
tor three days ; and unfpeakable were the precious 
monuments, both of art and learning, that funk 
under the fury of the conquerors. However, there 
were ftill numberlefs traces of the city's former 
greatnefs ; fo that this capture feemed rather a 
correSion, than a total overthrow. 
. But the Gothic conquerors of the Weft, though 
they had fufiered Rome to furvive its fiift capture, 
now found how eafy it was to become mafters of it 
upon any other occafion. The extent of itis walls 
had, in fad, made it kimoft imprafticable for the 
ihhabitants to defend them; and, as it was fituated 
in a plain, it might be ftormed without much dif- 
ficulty. Befides this, no fuccours were to be cx- 
peSed from without ; for the number of the people 
was fo extremely diminiflied, that the emperors 
were obliged to retire to Ravenna ; a place fo forti- 
fied by nature, that they could be fafe without the 
affiftance of an army. What Alaric, therefore, 
-ipared, G^efneric, king of the Vandals, not long 
after contributed to deftroy: hrs mercilefs ibldiers, 
for fourteen days together, ravaged with implacable 
fury, in the midft of that venerable place. Neither 
private dwellings, nor public buildings, neither fex, 
nor age, nor religion, were the leaft pfoteQion 
againft their luft or avance.- 

The capital of the empire being thus ranfacked 
feveral times, and Italy over-run %y barbarous in- 
vaders, under various denominations, frofti the 
remoteft (kirts of Europe ; the weftern emperors 
for fome time, continued to hold the title without 
the power of royalty. Honorius lived till he faw 
hi mfelf Gripped of the greateft part of his domi- 
nions; his capital taken by the Goths; the Huns 
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ieized of Pannania ; the Alans^ Suevi, and Vandals 
teftabliflied in Spain ; and the Burgundians fettled 
in Gauly where the Goths alfo fixed themfelves at 
laft. After fome time, the inhabitants of Romfe 
alfo, being abandoned by their princes, feebly at- 
tempted to take the fupreme power into their own 
hands. Armorica and Britain, feeing themfelves 
forfeken, began to regulate themfelves by their own 
laws. Thus the power of the ftate was entirely 
broken, and thofe who aflumed the title of emper- 
ors, only encountered certain deftruftion. At length, 
even the very name of emperor of the Weft expired 
upon the abdication of Auguftulus ; and Odoacpr, 
general of the Heruli, aflumed the title of king of . 
all Italy. ' Such was the end of this great empire, 
that had conquered mankind with its arm^, and in- 
ftruQed the world with its wifdom; that had rifen 
by temperance, and that fell by luxury ; that had 
been eftablilhed by a fpirit of patriotifm, and that 
funk into ruin when the empire -was become fo cx- 
tenfive, that a Roman citizen was but an empty 
name. Its final diflblution happened abo.ut five 
hundred and twenty- two years after the battle of > 
Pharfalia ; an hundred and forty-fix after the re- 
moval of the imperial feat to Conftantinople ; and 
four hundred and feventy-fix after the nativity of 
our Saviour. 
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